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FILMS TO WELD GOOD WILL 





Decency’ and Kindred Film Bodies 
Rapped at Nat'l Teachers Confab 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 


The Legion of Decency and similar 
erganizations were rapped as ham- 
pering the development of motion 
’ pictures into one of the greatest and 
most influential arts of all time last 
week by Prof. Ernest Bernbaum of 
the University of Illinois, at a con- 
vention here of the National Coun- 
cil of Teachers of English. Prof. 
Bernbaum, who conducts a course in 
motion picture appreciation in addi- 
tion to his English work, said he 
was an addict of good films and that 
he was concerned with helping to 
improve them and make them more 
edult, 

‘The future possibilities of the pic- 
ture industry are glorious,’ the Prof. 
said, but will achieve that objective 
enly if it is continuously and justly 
judged and enlightened by intelli- 
gent and fair-minded criticism. Dis- 
¢ussing unsound ways of talking and 
writing about films, Prof. Bernbaum 
said, ‘The Legion of Decency and 
Similar organizations ask only ‘Is 
there anything morally objectionable 
in this picture? Does it show a leg? 
Does it utter a damn? Does it dis- 
¢lose that babies are begotten and 
born? Does it betray the fact that 
alcohol, sex and hatreds of many 
kinds are powerful forces in life as 
it actually is? 

“These groups ask, ‘Does the film 

(Continued on page 36) 


Leni Riefenstahl 
Still Getting Film 


Business’ Brushoff 





Hollywood, Dec. 6 

Leni Riefenstahl remained pub- 
licity-shy since the studios put a 
quietus on her attempt to garner 
space by visiting the film plants, 
on the heels of the anti-Nazi group 
in Hollywood suggesting that folks 
forget about her, and after Phil 
Selznick nixed a party of 16 in her 
honor at his night spot. 

The German consulate, of course, 
denies the chill is being given Hit- 
ler’s film front, but the studios sent 
Out statements to the effect she was 
hon-persona at their plants. 

In the meantime Miss Riefenstahl 
has been sightseeing around, visit- 
ing museums, etc., and hobnobbing 
with society that the German con- 
Sulate has been digging up for her 
entertainment. Though she _ an- 
nounced she would get bit of Palm 
Springs sunshine no reservation has 
been made for her at the desert 
resort which, currently, is heavily 
Populated by picture folks. 

So far as Hollywood is concerned 
she is just another tourist whom 
it is too busy to show around or be 
seen with. 


Ceol te Nazi Pix 
Leni Riefenstah] is not expected 
to get far with efforts to interest | 
American companies in her Olympic | 
(Continued on page 55) 
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JOLSON PIC COMEBACK 
IN ‘SQUARE’ AT 20-FOX 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Three-star picture, ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square,’ rolls at 20th-Fox 
Dec. 19 with Tyrone Power, Al Jol- 
son and Alice Faye in the top spots. 
It marks Jolson’s return to the 
screen after an aosence of several 
years. 

Film is high-budget musical on 
the order of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ but not a sequel. This was 
the film Irving Berlin was to score, 
but now won’t. He’s due out here 
this week on another film deal. Roy 
Del Ruth will direct from a screen 
play by Nunnally Johnson, 


CAFE SOCIETY 
GRABS A BITE 
EARLY 


Hit musicals and other Broadway 
clicks are giving the cafe-society 
bunch a reverse-twist, by breaking 
up leisurely dining-dancing habits, 
Now they’re coming early for din- 


ner and scramming out pronto in 
order not to miss the rise of the 
curtain, 

In former months there was even 
talk that legit would have to set 
back its curtains to 9:30-10 p.m., 
possibly, if the Continental-style 
diners were to be gotten into Times 
Square from their east side eateries. 
Now the class hotels and cafes are 
plugging ‘express theatre dinners,’ 
with headwaiters furthe~ fortified 
with exact time-tables of just what 
time each curtain rises, as a means 
of expediting the cafe bunch into 
the theatres. 

Certain die-hard spots, which are 
empty at 8:30, but which formerly 
started filling up around 9 p.m. with 
fashionable late diners, now find 
themselves full at around 7:15 and 
empty at 8:30. Result is that the 
cafe divertissement, usually sched- 
uled for 9:15-9:30, now finds itself 
performing to sparse crowds, 


McCormack’s Farewell 


London, Dee. &. 


Having made his farewell appear- 
ance in concert, John McCormack is 
planning to turn impresario, 

Together with Frank Cooper, Lon- 
;don concert singer’s agent, the Irish 
tenor plans a world tour of British 
artists. 








‘PAE RICAN 
AGGORD VIA PIA 


Celluloid Ambassadors to 
Cement Economic and 
Political Ties Between 
North and South America 
—U. S. Gov’t Suggests 
Spanish and Portuguese 
Versions 


—__— 


URGE NEW MARKETS 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Celluloid ambassadors of good will 
were suggested last week as means 
of strengthening economic and politi- 
cal ties with South and: Central 
American republics. Without com- 
peting with private enterprise, 
Federal authorities contemplate using 
the cinema as part of a broad pro- 
gram which would create a strong 
bloc to defend democracy in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

A similar use of radio for Pan- 
American amity is further detailed 
on page 35. 

Cooperation of the commercially- 
minded film units is anticipated, but 
the ambitious scheme advanced last 
week by President Roosevelt's inter- 
departmental committee confined its 
discussion of the possible use of the 
cinema to government-sponsored 
activities. Production and distribu- 
tion of special educational reels was 
the concrete recommendation. 

Asking $176,500 appropriation to 
finance the film good-will maneuvers, 
the White House advisors sketched 
the outlines of a general campaign of 
culture swapping that embodies radio 

(Continued on page 15) 


‘REFUGEE’ BENEFITS 
GIVEN CAREFUL 0. 0. 


The Welfare Department of New 
York City and the Theatre Author- 
ity are investigating a heavy crop 
of self-appointed refugee committees 
which have sprung up almost over- 
night during the past month. There’s 
some doubt as to the true purpose 
of many fancily labeled groups who 
have set themselves up for the al- 
leged purpose of aiding European 
refugees. 

Monies collected through benefit 
performances, radio appeals and 
other forms of solicitation are get- 
ting careful scrutiny. 

Christian Committee for Jewish 
Refugees is lining up group of five 
benefit shows to be presented simul- 
taneously at five different locations 
in New York on Dec. 15. Benefits 
will all be paid shows. 

Combination entertainment-dances 
will be Offered at the Hunt’s Point 
Palace, Bronx; Audubon ballroom, 
upper Broadway, Manhattan; Acad- 
emy of Music, Brooklyn; Bronx Win- 
ter Garden and the Riverside Plaza, 








Manhattan. 








6 Top Loew-Metro 


Execs Received 


31% of the Net Profits in 1934-37 





WMCA STAFF MEMBERS | 
WEAR CATHOLIC GARB 


Engineers and announcers of sta- 
tion WMCA, New York, who will 
handle special religious service at 
St. Xavier’s church tomorrow 
(Thursday ), will wear religious vest- 
ments during ceremony, Staffmen 
used will be Catholics. 

Solemn pontifical vespers service 
celebrates 75th anniversary of St. 
Xavier Alumni Sodality. 


SEE GOOD FLA. 
SEASON THIS 
WINTER 


Night club bookers expect Florida 
to be okay this season, in view of 
general conditions and an antici- 
pated egsing up on the gambling 
situation, — 

Some. early bookings set so far in- 
clude Joe Lewis at the Continental, 
Miami Beach, opening Jan. 25; 
Dwight Fiske at the Drums, in Coral 
Gables, new class spot which cost 
Emile Malenson $70,000 to build. and 
seats only 150. Ramon and Renita 
open the spot Dec. 15; Peggy Fears 
and Lupe Velez come in later, along 
with Fiske. 

George Cotter now has the Beach 
and Tennis, Miami Beach, and will 
play names as will Jack Dempsey’s 
Vanderbilt hotel, M.B., this winter. 
Royal Palm, Miami, may have Harry 
Richman later in the winter, de- 
pending on commitments to his new 
New York spot, the Road to Manda- 
lay, which preems Dec. 15. 








Six top executives in Loew’s, Inc., 
received 31% of the net profits of 
the corporation and its affiliate, 


Metro, during the period from 1934 
to 1937, while the common stock- 
holders got 59% of the earnings, ac- 
cording to testimony given yesterday 
(Tuesday) in the accounting suit 
brought against 11 of the Loew- 
Metro officers and directors. The 
officials who shared in these huge 
salaries and bonuses were Louis B. 
Mayer, Nicholas M. Schenck, David 
Bernstein, the late Irving G. Thal- 
berg (whose estate, through his 
wife, Norma Shearer, is named a 
defendant), J. Robert Rubin and 
Arthur Loew. According to the 
testimony brought out through Ber- 
nard J. Reiss, plaintiffs’ accountant, 
the six received a total of $12,819,- 
000, while the stockholders got $21,- 
611,000. The company’s profits for 
the period amounted to approxi- 
mately $50,000,000. 

Reiss was tne first witness to take 
the stand since the trial started last 
Wednesday (30) in New York Su- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Lyons, N. Y. Columnist, 
Barred from Shubert 
Theatres; An Old Gag 


Shuberts have embarked on an- 
other newspaper scrap, current row 
dealing with Leonard Lyons, Broad- 
way columnist for the New York 
Post, who has been barred from 
Shubert theatres. 

Lee Shubert is said to have vio- 
lently opposed Lyons’ attending the 
premiere of ‘Great Lady,’ which 
Dwight Deere Wiman and Jack del 
Bondio presented at the Majestic, a 
Shubert house, last week. Columnist 
did not appear at the opening and 

(Continued on page 55) 





In 
Dance Tempo 


She Hour 


of Charm 


Biltmore Hotel, New York 


Phil Spitalny 
and his 


All Girl Orchestra 
. Limited Engagement 


CONCLUDING 
DEC. 14 
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Southwest Merchants and Editors 
Resent Theatres Selling Goods 


And Accepting 


+ 





Austin, Dec. 6. 


Having formerly complained and 
battled individually against the cir- 
cuit theatres’ increased use of their 
lobbies for out-and-out merchandis- 
ing, the Retail Merchants Associa- 
tion, the Wholesalers Association and 
the Southwest Editors Association 
have combined forces to combat col- 
lectively the merchandising tactics 
of Southwest theatre circuits. Re- 
tailers and wholesalers are burning 
plenty over the converting of the 
theatre lobbies into regular stores in 
which all types of merchandise are 
being sold, while the newspapers are 
sizzling over the circuits’ invasion of 
the advertising field. 

Retailers and the wholesalers base 
their complaint on the charges that 
the theatres are using unfair trade 
practices in setting themselves up as 
regular chain stores. Retail mer- 
chants, who must buy from the 
wholesaler at a price which gives 
the jobber a fair profit as go- 
between for manufacturer and re- 
tailer, are loud in their denunciation 
of the circuits which are buying 
merchandise direct from the manu- 
facturer at a price which is lower 
than that obtained by the retailer. 


Unfair Competition 


Individual merchants allege that 
this is putting them under an unfair 
disadvantage in competition with the 
circuit stores, since the chain the, 
atres are buying merchandise so 
much cheaper and their margin of 
profit is therefore so much greater. 
This margin of profit they can either 
pocket or shave to the continued dis- 
advantage of the individual mer- 
chant. 

On their hand, the jobbers are 
squawking and threatening to peti- 
tion Senator Wright Patman to take 
cognizance of a situation in which 
the wholesaler is being eliminated 
entirely by circuit theatres which 
are negotiating direct with the man- 
ufacturer. Not only is this practice 
tending to kill off the wholesaler en- 
tirely, but it puts the jobber’s pres- 
ent customer at a disadvantage with 
the circuit theatre. 


Federal Squawk 
And still another facet of this sit- 
uation that is bringing the jobbers 
to a point where they will appeal 


Ads; Talk Reprisal 


Political Timber 








Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Charlie McCarthy was the 
most popular write-in candidate 
in the recent election in Los 
Angeles County, according to 
William M. Kerr, registrar of 
voters. 

Edgar Bergen’s dummy led 
in the added-starter ballot for 
governor, U. S. senator, lieuten- 
ant-governor and state fore- 
caster. Second write-in candi- 
date was Shirley Temple. 


N. Y. INDIES 10 
D.C. ON GOVT 
SUIT 


Harry Brandt, head of the Inde-| 
pendent Theatre Owners of N. Y., 
summoned to Washington for con- 
ference with Assistant U. S. Attor- 
ney General Thurman G. Arnold, 
left N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday) ac- 
companied by Milton C. Weisman, 
attorney for the ITOA. 

Discussions will center around the 
Government’s monopoly -suit accus- 
ing major theatre circuits affiliated 
with important distributors of dom- 
inating first-runs of pictures. Prob- 
able basis for allegations in the suit 
are said to have resulted from num- 
erous complaints along these lines 
from independent theatre owners 
from time to time. 

The Brandt Circuit early this year 
is known to have registered a beef 
with the Department of Justice that 
the majors, in the New York terri- 
tory, had a stranglehold on first-run 
pictures. There were also intima- 
tions that independents might get 
together and pool their houses into a 
third ‘major’ circuit, strong -enough 














Rep Regulates Agents 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Republic locked the door yester- 
day ,Monday) against talent agents 
and other salesmen who had been 
enjoying the freedom of the studio. 

From now on, 10%ers will be con- 
centrated in three spots: players’ 
agents in the casting director's office; 
writers’ representatives in the sce- 
nario office, and directors’ handlers 
in the front office. 


U. S. VERSUS B&K 
| AGAIN BOUND OVER 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Attorneys in the government suit | 
|vs. Balaban & Katz and seven major | 
| distributors huddled with Federal 
| Judge Woodward last Thursday (1) 
and came out with a decision to de- 
lay hearings on the case until this 
Thursday (8). This is the second 
postponement in the case, which got 
under way Nov. 28. Expected that 
the case will be continued into the 
new year before actual hearings and 
testimony start. With their present 
assignment on the Allied case, which 
is now being heard by Federal Judge 
Wilkerson, the defense attorneys feel 
that they have a couple of months 
to prepare a proper answer to the 
Government’s allegations. 

Meanwhile the defendants have 
asked that the Government deliver 
a full bill of particulars, giving a 
more detailed listing of the plain- 
tiff’s charges. Discussion has also 
arisen over the question of whether 
or not the defendants’ books shall 
be impounded and brought into the | 
trial, 














N. Y. to L. A. 


Tom Bailey. 

Jack Bloom. 

Mary Boland. 

Harry Buxbaum 
Ernest Charles. 
William J. Clark. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cooper, 
Clarence Derwent, 
Arthur Dreifuss, 
Roger Ferri. 

Martin Gabel. 
William Gering. 
Sidney R. Kent. 
William Kupper. 

Joe Lee. 

Reuben Mamoulian. 
Charles E. McCarthy. 
Martin Moskowitz. 
Edgar Moss. 





to buck Loew’s and RKO, but noth- 
ing ever come of it. 

William Brandt, partner in the 
Brandt Circuit, yesterday denied 


J. P. O'Loughlin. 
Randolph Scott._ 
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Seiter. 
Jack Sichelman. 
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‘Dr. Lubin’s 1.0. on Increased U.S. 
Family Spending; Effect on B. 0. 








Friendly Enemies 





Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Though Allied members here 
have a Federal suit in progress 
against Balaban & Katz, John 
Balaban and members of the 
B.&K. organization attended the 
testimonial dinner to Jack 


Kirsch, head of local Allied, 
last Friday (2). 
Jack Miller, toastmaster, 


openly pointed out the good 
sportsmanship exhibited by 
Balaban in coming to the din- 
ner. Morrie Leonard, B.&K. 
real estate attorney, and Nate 
Platt, district manager, accom- 
panied Balaban. 











MAJORS ELATED 
BY INDPIS. 
VERDICT 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 
Victory for major picture com- 


by the Indianapolis Amusement Co., 
as result of a jury verdict here, was 
hailed by larger distributor com- 
panies as indicating a shift in senti- 
ment. Case dates back to 1931 and 
is the first of its kind to be set- 
tled by jury trial recently rather 
than by court decision. 
Indianapolis Amus., 


which op- 


‘erated the Regent and Colonial here, 


claimed the usual inability to se- 
cure product injured their business, 
the customary allegation about be- 
ing forced to play inferior product 
being made. 

Plaintiff sought $266,600 damages 
and would have recovered triple 
that amount in district court here 
if victorious because the action was 
brought under the anti-trust stat- 
utes. 





D’Arcy Wins Spurs 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 





panies in the anti-trust suit brought | 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Slight redistribution of national 
wealth would bring millions rolling 
into film box offices and tills of other 
recreations ventures, according to 
analysis of the economic system 
given the Temporary’ National 
Economy Committee last week by 
the New Deal’s ace economist, Dr. 
Isadore Lubin. 

In laying groundwork for the most 
sweeping examination of the finan- 


cial and industrial mechanism in 
several generations, Dr. Lubin 
warned that standards of living 


must be boosted if an economy 
geared to mass production is to con- 
tinue operations at capacity. In his 
professional analysis which launched 
hearings expected to run more than 
a year, he told of the urgent neces- 
sity of increasing purchasing power 
of families with lowest income in 
order to afford an outlet for goods 
and services of the business machine. 

American industry, on the basis of 
present organization and technique, 
cannot maintain itself from receipts 
through sales to the part of the pop- 
ulation which has an income of more 
than $5,000 per household, in Dr. 
Lubin’s opinion. Great problem to 
be solved by Government, finance, 
business and industry is how to get 
more cash into the hands of the 16,- 
000,000 families, 54% of the total, 
which have less than $1,250 to spend 
each year. 

Picturing what could be done but 
not telling how, the Labor Depart- 
ment figure-juggler said that a $2,-a- 
day rise in the income of 5,200,000 
wage-earner families at the bottom 
of the population pyramid would 
provide a badly needed outlet for all 
producers of consumers’ goods, 
These families would have $234,000,- 
000 to spend for recreation annually, 
Dr. Lubin estimated. 

In discussing the effect of such a 
redistribution of purchasing power 
on films, the expert predicted picture 
exhibitors would experience the 
beneficial effect of ‘a tripling in ad- 
missions sold to this class of our 
population.” Average annual outlay 
by low-income workers would jump 
from $4.14 per family to $12.82, an 
increase in ticket sales of approxi- 
mately $45,000,000 yearly. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Sam Bischoff. 
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Diana Bourbon, 
intervene is the new practice of the 
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. K h Bob Burns. 
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wholesalers in their own rights. Be- now questioning the possibility chat James Whale. ment and recently an assistant di- Ken Dolan ; 
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Leon Errol two-reeler, starting to-| Jimmy Durante, 





become too strong for their competi- 





ping into the wholesale business, : : morrow (Wed.). Lynn Farnol. 

contacting-other theatres throughout 3g ie renin ARRIVALS RKO schedule calls for 11 two-| John Garfield 
the Southwest to, sell them job lots “ , . _|Teelers for December, four starting 

of popcorn, peanuts, soft drinks, etc., Hays Back This Week oh y "teen Gen te thee ‘ this week. List comprises four Er- Johnny Green, 
plus the machinery to prepare and| Will Hays comes in from the Coast | and Mrs. Todd Duncan, Mrs. D. C, F,| TS, one Roy Whitley musical, one | Will H. Hays. 

dispense these items. Reported there ‘Ibert D. 


Headliner, two Radio Flashes and 


this week preliminary to the quar- 
terly directors meeting of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distrib- 
utors association Dec. 14. 

Hays went to Hollywood about 
two weeks ago on a periodical visit. 
His office in the MPPDA headquar- 
ters has been completely renovated 
for his return. 


Harding, Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. 
Lasker (Doris Kenyon); Jack Cohn, 
Joseph Driscoll, Douglas Williams, 
Countess Keller (Eleanor Sawyer), 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cooper, Alexan- 
der Korda, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
David Rose, John W. Hicks, Jr., 
Ernest Pascal, Jessica Tandy, James 
Whale. 


4A’s Board Meets Today (Wed.) To 
Revise Laws in ‘| Big Union’ Move 


Leland Hayward, 

Irene Hervey. 

Edna Johnson, 

Allan Jones. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus 
Myron Kirk. 

Jack Leighter, 

Norman McLeod. 
Brewster Morgan, 
James Mulvey. 

Ken Murray. 

Anna Neagle, 

Fred Quimby. ¥ 
Shirley Ross, 

Charlie Ruggles. 
George Shelley. 


is a possibility that these theatres 
may shortly go into the manufactur- 
ing end by taking over a Dallas fac- 
tory for the manufacture of novelty 
items such as flags, dolls, costume 
jewelry, gift novelties, etc. 

Associations complain that though 
the theatres transform their lobbies 
into chain stores, they do not at- 
tempt to comply with municipal and 
state regulations regarding the op- 
eration of stores. 


three Edgar Kennedy family yarns. 


SAILINGS 


Dec. 17 (London to New York), 
Gebay Morlay (Normandie). 

Dec. 16 (New York to London), 
Ray Milland (Queen Mary). 

Dec. 16 (New York to London), 
Clifford C. Fischer (Paris). 

Dec. 10 (London to New York), 
Montague Marks (Queen Mary). 
Dec. 10 (New York to London), 
Solomon Sagall, Lesser Samuels 
(Aquitania ). 

Dec. 7 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
George Smith (Monterey). 














Newspapers Peeved 
El Paso, Dec. 6. 
Increased use of screen and lobby 
advertising by theatres has the 
newspapers in this territory up in 
arms, and an appeal is being made 





- praca grag! ga Associated Actors and Artistes of, Thomson expects to return east in Tha Mudie, Const hanier aeeeth rede sete) oo 

tinued operation in the ad field by|4™etica board will meet today gece ue : the Marconi, Sandra Lynde, Al Trahan,} Frankie Thomas, 

the circuit houses. (Wednesday) to consider revision of | , ; or vl ": ayy Benga ae oe 5 Oshins and Lessy (Aquitania). Frankie Thomas, Jr, 
Editors, who at first gave theatre | the constitution. Unlikely that any Dec. 3 


(New York to Rio de 
Janeiro) Kenneth Lane and Edith 
Carrol] (Uraguay). 


W. G. Van Schumus. 
Eugene Walter. 
Herbert Wilcox. 


heads of the various member groups 
appear to have reached at least a 
partial agreement on its desirability. 
Just how far that agreement might 


ads a mild eye, are now alarmed at 
the growth of the screen and lobby 
advertising and see in it a real threat 


extensive changes will be attempted 
immediately, but probable that a 
preliminary groundwork will be 
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Further Crimp in Monopoly 





tributors. 





The next Congress will take up consideration of a proposal to 
amend the Clayton Act, in line with the Government’s interest in 
monopoly in interstate commerce. 
has completed a survey ordered by the last Congress and, as result of 
its findings, is urging a change in the law to prevent corporations 
from buying physical assets of competing organizations. 

If such a change in the law occurs, it will be just one more step in 
the Government’s drive against alleged monopolies in film industry 
and may effectively tend to prevent further acquisition of théatre 
chains -by “large circuits, now. subsidiaries or’ affiliates~ of major -dis- 
The Government, it is understood,: through its.U. S. At- 
torney General’s office, is said to have recently requested large dis- 
tributors not to buy any more theatre properties without advising 
the Government first of its intention. 

FTC’s suggested amendment to Clayton law would define the limit 
at which corporate acquisitions in size and power should be halted in 
order to prevent monopoly and is designed to make it unlawful for 
any corporation, directly or indirectly through a holding company or 
subsidiary, to acquire any of the stock or assets of a competing cor- 
poration, when either is engaged in interstate commerce. 
not apply where the company, which is the subject of the takeover, 
controls less than 10% of the total output of any industry, in which 
the two corporations are in competition, unless the effect of such ac- 
quisition may be to restrain competition or tend to create a monopoly. 


Washington, Dec. 6. 


The Federal Trade Commission 


It would 








Mannix’s Illness Shifts More M-G 
Duties to Lichtman-Cohn-Thau 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Revised Metro executive -produc- 
tion setup shifts added responsibility 
to Al Lichtman and Joe Cohn, due 
to the illness of Eddie Mannix, now 
in.the Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
and expected to be confined several 
weeks, 

New alignment was decided: at a 
meeting Saturday (3) after phone 
talks with Nicholas M. Schenck in 
New York, effective Monday (5), 
with Lichtman, Cohn and Benny 
Thau operating as practical heads of 
production. Louis B, Mayer, of 
course, functioning in his usual ex- 
ecutive capacity. 

Sam Katz is in executive charge 
of physical operations on the lot, 
augmenting duties as supervisor of 
production units. 

After his release from the hospital, 
Mannix is ‘taking two months’ rest. 
He had charge of various production 
units and the new plan has Licht- 
man taking over most his duties. 

Mayer, also, is sharing Mannix’s 
executive chores with Thau, latter 
supervising the work of several pro- 
ducers. , 


Griffis May Become 
Par Board Chairman 
At Today’s Meeting 


Appointment of Stanton L. Griffis 
to chairmanship of Paramount board 
of directors is expected to occur 
before Adolph Zukor, who~ would 
relinquish the title, leaves for Lon- 
don after the holidays. 

If action isn’t taken at today’s 
(Wed.) board meeting, with Zukor 
in New York to attend, it may come 
at a special session of the directorate 
called before Zukor sails for England, 

A partner in Hemphill, Noyes & 
Co., downtown brokerage firm, and 
a bigwig in Madison Sq. Garden 
Corp., Griffis has held the post of 
chairman of the executive committee 
in Par since joining on the reor- 
ganization. 


Hulburd Out of Hosp 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

Merritt Hulburd, who has been 
Prevented by illness from taking 
Over the producer post with Selz- 
nick-International to which he was 
Signed in October, is out of the 
Chestnut Hill hospital and recuper- 
ating at home. Members of his fam- 
ily said he would have to rest for 
S€veral weeks and it ‘will be some 
time’ before he is able to train to 
the Coast. 

Hulburd gave up a $75,000 job with 
Sam Goldwyn last year to take-up 
his old Saturday Evening Post posi- 
tion at $15,000. Said Hollywood was 
too nerve-racking. 
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Loew Returns Dec. 27 


Arthur M. Loew, foreign depart- 
ment chief for: Metro, on a South 
American inspection tour, is due 
back in: New York Dec. 27. 

He will .be accompanied. by his 
brother, David L. Loew, who is va- 
cationing with him. 


PAR AHEAD ON 
ITS PROMISED 
PICTURES 


With nearly one-third of its total 
annual product for 1938-39 now com- 
pleted, but not yet on release, Para- 
mount is farther ahead of release 
than ever before in its history. As 
many as 16 pictures are in the can 
ready to go out as wanted. This 
places Paramount in the position of 
having gone past the one-third 
mark, since 58 pictures are prom- 


ised on the season. Another seven 
are presently in production. 

The 16 features in the can includes 
pictures that will not go on release 
until February. Indications are that 
the company will have its complete 
total of 58 pictures on the season 
finished, if all are to be delivered, 
well in advance of schedule. 














‘Better Pix,’ Freeman’s Analysis 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Financial future of Hollywood de- 
pends on better pictures, according 
to Y. Frank Freeman, new Para- 
mount studio exec., who replaced 
Adolph Zukor. ‘Taste of film audi- 
ences has improved,’ Freeman de- 
clared, ‘and only by turning out 
high-grade pictures has Hollywood 
been able to stem the recent tide of 
box office depression. There must 
be no backward swing. 

‘After a number of inferior pic- 
tures earlier in the year, Hollywood 
finally snapped out of it and began 
to improve the quality of its prod- 
uct. The result was immediately 
apparent. November was only 5% 
below the figures for the same 
month a year ago, and December 
gives every indication of topping 
November’s figure. I look for the 
coming year to be a banner one for 
the box office.’ 

Freeman and Zukor held a 
lengthy huddle before the latter left 
for New York (2) to sail for Lon- 


' don shortly to take charge of Par- 
/amount’s British interests. 


One-third of Paramount's nine cur- 


EAPEGT A BIE 
FINAL QUARTER 


Earnings and 
from Paramount’s Thea- 
tre Subsidiaries Will Send 
Parent Company Well 


tions Start Next Week 





OVER $1,500,000 





stantial dividends from theatre sub- 
sidiaries, on which action is being 
taken before the end of the year, the 
final fourth quarter. of 1938 for Para- 
mount will go well over the top of 
previous years, and substantially ex- 
ceed the net for the last quarter of 
the prior year (1937), it is predicted. 


ting up dividend declaration plans 
among its many theatre subsidiary 
companies, 


announcement of declarations to 
probably start officially next week. 

Substantially all of the theatre 
subsids will be in a position to de- 
clare dividends before Jan. 1. Un- 
derstand that decision’ on the divi- 
dend and amount planned, has been 
reached in many cases. While for 
the whole year of 1938 the earnings 
of the theatres will not exceed 1937, 
the final quarter will be very grati- 
fying in comparison since there has 
not been so much divvying during 
this year as there was throughout 
1937. 

The dividends are declared by the 
various theatre companies them- 
selves, 


the subsidiaries, ordinarily 50% 
though more in some cases and less 
in others. Its participation in divi- 
dends declared is, of course, in line 
with the interest it controls in the 
various subsidiaries where such ac- 
tion is taken, 

Wholly-owned subsids include the 
former Olympia New England group 
of theatres, the northwestern string 
(Minnesota Amus. Co.) and Balaban 
& Katz, which in turn. owns Great 
States, plus lesser units such as up- 
state New York; Paramount, N. Y.; 
Newman, Kansas City, etc. 

Partners have been in New York 
meeting on dividend plans of late, 
while in other cases members of the 
home office who are on various the- 
atre subsid boards, including Leon 
Netter, Montague Gowthorpe and 
Leonard Goldenson, attend meetings 
in other parts of the country. Net- 
ter is leaving next week for Dur- 
ham, N. C., to attend a board meet- 
ing of the North Carolina Theatres 
subsid (Kincey-Wilby), at which 
divvy action may be taken. Gow- 
thorpe was in Atlanta the end of last 
week for similar purposes. 

The fourth quarter for Par last 
year was $754,000, while earnings for 
the whole : ear were $6,045,103. 


Wilcox Ends Coast 
RKO Confab; Sai‘ing 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Herbert Wilcox wound up a week 
of confabs with George J. Schafer 
at RKO Monday (5) and has re- 
turned east to sail for London. 

Likely RKO will also release his 
next Anne Neagle starrer, as it’s do- 
ing with Wilcox’s current ‘60 Glori- 
ous Years.’ 

















rent productions are on location for 
|extended periods. Most important 
\is Cecil B. deMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ 
| open-air troupe, shooting buffalo 
scenes in Oklahoma. 

| ‘The Lady’s from Kentucky,’ is 
lensing on the Leighton Ranch near 
| Oceanside, Cal., and ‘I’m from Mis- 
souri’ is working in the San Fer- 
nando Valley. 


THEATRE DIVVYS TO UP PAR 





Over the Top—Declara- | 





| 


Dividends | 





Based on expectancy of very sub- | 


| 


For some time Par has been set- | 


The dividends, it is/ 
stated, will run over $1,500,000, with | 





Under. the Par. setup, the | 
company has an interest in most of | 


| 
} 
| 
| 








Jimmy’s Job 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Coast’s chief guessing contest 
now is what will Sam Goldwyn 
do with his new v.p., James 
Roosevelt. Another expresses it 
thus: 

‘It’s been a great year for 
Goldwyn. He’s had three vice- 
presidents (Reeves Espey, Jim 
Mulvey and Jimmy Roosevelt) 
and one picture, ‘Cowboy and 
the Lady’.’ 











GN-FINE ARTS 


STILE UP IN 
THE AIR 


Official status of the Grand Na- 
tional Pictures—Fine Arts Pictures 
contract isn’t set. Complete silence 
is being maintained by Franklyn 
Warner, Earle W. Hammons and 
Lloyd Wright, Grand National trus- 
tee, since the joint statement by 
Hammons and Warner was _ issued 
last. week. 

Wright- who leaves here for Coast 
on Thursday (8) intimates that a 
statement may be forthcoming from 
Hammons by that time but that up 
to the present he has been too busy 
with other matters to be able to go 
into GN situation. 

Informed sources close to Grand 
National reveal that rivalry between 
Warner and Hammons for suprem- 
acy in company affairs led to an 
offer, accompanied by a _ certifiec 
check from Hammons, to buy off 
Warner’s Fine Arts contract and 
producing obligation to GN. This 
offer was later rejected by Warner 
and the check returned to Hammons. 

It is definitely known that contracts 
calling for liquidation of Fine Arts 
commitment to GN have not been 
signed, which would leave the situa- 
tion as it was originally, with FA 
continuing to carry out its schedule 
of 24-36 pictures for Grand National 
release. 








GN Washes Up Claims 
Los Angeles, Dec. 6, 


Claims totaling $267,421 by First 
International Pictures, Inc., against 
Grand National Films, Inc., were 
compromised out of court to avoid 
litigation. 

Settlement gives FI $5,500 in cash 
and $27,500 in GN stock. 


FLOCK OF FILMERS DUE 
IN FROM EUROPE FRI. 


Alexander Korda, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., David Rose, John W. 
Hicks, Jr., and Gabriel Pascal arrive 
in New York, Friday (9) from 
Europe. 








Hicks and Kose will talk with| 


Adolph Zukor on British production 
plans of Paramount, Rose having 
completed a three-months’ survey of 
the quota situation. 

Both Hicks and Rose will probably 
accompany Zukor when latter sails 
to take up his post in England later 
this month. 

Pascal is en route to Hollywood 
to talk with Metro officials on a pro- 
posed series of pictures to be made 
in Hollywood. Korda ditto for UA, 
as elsewhere detailed in this issue. 





ARCHAINBAUD MAY SUB 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


George Archainbaud may take}: 


over the direction of ‘Lady from 
Kentucky’ at Par, during the illness 
of Al Hall. 








Zukor in N. Y. for Home-Office 
Par Parleys; May Sail by Xmas 


Arriving in the east in good spirits 
Ms~aday (5) and huddling most of 
that day with Barney Balaban, pre- 
paratory to discussions with John W. 
Hicks. Jr., who gets in Friday (9), 
Adolph Zukor may sail for Eng- 
land prior to Christmas to consider 
possibilities of film production by 
Par on that side, plus theatre expan- 
sion in Britain and on the Continent. 
He is also expected to take steps to 
strengthen sales for Par in the Brit- 
ish Isles and throughout Europe. 

Whether Zukor goes over without 
portfolio for Par or assumes a title 
to govern during his stay on the 
other side, remains to be determined 
following Hicks’ arrival and confer- 
ences in which he, Zukor and others 
will figure. Following the resigna- 
tion of John Cecil Graham as man- 
aging director of operations in Eng- 
land and on the Continent, Hicks 


vassumed the title on his arrival 


abroad several weeks ago but as- 
sertedly on a temporary basis, for 
legal reasons mostly. David Rose, 
production representative in Eng- 
land, also gets in Friday (9). 

Hicks, who is v.p. of the parent 
company in charge of all foreign 
operations, is expected to remain in 
New York indefinitely directing ac- 
tivities over the whole world for 
Par. He is also a member of the 
board but misses the meeting sched- 
uled for today (Wed). E. . V. 
Richards, head of the Saenger cir- 
cuit in the south and the only Par 
theatre partner on the directorate, 
is in New York to attend that ses- 
sion and discuss other business with 
home office executives. 

Netter and Israel’s Duties 

Following the transfer of Y. Frank 
Freeman to the Coast over studio 
administration and pending appoint- 
ment of a general manager of fthe- 
atre operations for Par at the h.o.,, 
Leon Netter, who may be named 
g.m., is taking care of various 
matters formerly clearing through 
Freeman, -while Arthur Israel, com- 
pany attorney, is taking numerous 
details of a general nature off Bar- 
ney Balaban’s hands. For 10 years 
with Par, Israel has handled various 
matters of a legal character for the 
theatre department, as well as dis- 


(Continued on page 17) 
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FIRST DRAFT OF TRADE PRACTICE 
PROGRAM HANDED 10 EXHIB ORGS. 











These Theatre Owner Ass’ns to Act on It, Revise, 
Amend, Etc.—Divorcement, Theatre Expansion, 
and Block-Booking Completely Sidestepped 


SB Ke 





Conspicuous because of the ab- 
gence of consideration in any man- 
ner of (1) divorcement of theatres 
from production-distribution; (2) 
restriction of theatre expansion by 
majors; and (3) elimination of block 
booking or blind selling; the first 
draft of a trade practice program is 
now in the hands of 10 representa- 
tive exhibitor organizations subject 
te approval or disapproval, in whole 
or part, or to further negotiation 
on disputed features. A total of 16 
different points are presented for 
consideration. 

The question now is whether some | 
or all of the 10 exhibitor bodies will | 
approve, and how many will ap- 
prove of this or that point; what| 
bodies may disapprove and in what 
respects; which additional features 
of a self-regulation plan not em- 
braced in the present draft may be 
insisted upon before final approval, 
etc. Should all 10 exhibitor bodies 
getting the first draft approve of it 
in toto, the question then arises 
whether other organizations of thea- 
tre owners or individual exhibs 
affiliated with no national or state 
group, will be forced to abide by the 
will of the majority represented. 
Presumption is that the will of the 
majority will force the new machin- 
ery to be okayed, if ultimately, on 
any exisiting minority through a 
new form of contract to be enforced 
in line with self-regulation. 

In forwarding the initial draft of 
a trade practice plan and concessions 
therein to the 10 exhib organizations 
which negotiated with the distribu- 
tor committee, the latter informed 
that copies of the draft had been 
sent to President Roosevelt and the 
Department of Justice. 


See No Quick Action 


It is regarded as unlikely that re- 
plies from the exhib bodies to the 





| Loew 


‘ 





Metro’s No-Clearance 
Experiment With New 


‘Hardy’ Pic; Quick Coin 


Metro is trying a unique experi- 
ment with ‘Out West with the 
Hardys’ to determine just how short | 
a time it can rake in top money | 
from a speedy distribution of the 
film, instead of employing the cus- | 
tomary system of protection periods | 
between ffirst-run and subsequent 





'playdates in the Greater N. Y. area | 


where first and second run protec- | 
tion is mostly Loew’s. 

Latest ‘Hardy’ opens tomorrow (8) 
at the Capitol, New York, for two- 
week run, and immediately follow- 
ing, on Dec. 23, the start of the! 
Xmas holiday week, film is being 
booked day-and-date into all of the 
‘A’ houses in Greater New 
York without the usual clearance 
after the Capitol. 

Immediately after that, without 
another 7-day clearance, picture will 
be played in the entire Loew Cir- 
cuit. Again discarding the week’s 
protection after the Loew houses, all 
indepedent theatres in this territory 
will get the picture around the first 
week in January. Picture would 
normally come to subsequent runs 
in February, if the usual protection 
regulations were enforced. 


LOMBARD’S 1006 AND 
%, FOR ONE RKO PICT 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Carole Lombard signed to star in 
‘Memory of Love’ at RKO on a sal- 














for $100,000 plus $50,000 after the 





first draft will be received at an 
early date, since each group will 
want to study the plan carefully and 
at length as well as submit findings 
to its full membership. The Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
with Ed L. Kuykendall due in to- 
day (Wed.), will huddle on the mat- 
ter tomorrow and Friday (9) in a 
preliminary way. Allied States 
Assn. probably will not reach any 
decision until January, when it holds 
its annual convention, it is indicated, 
while other indie groups may act 
faster one way or another. 

Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of N. Y. 
is returning from Washington today 
(Wed.) to consider scheduling a 
meeting of his committee to analyze 
and discuss the trade practices draft. 
The other indie groups to which the 
draft was sent are Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Califor- 
nia; West Virginia Managers Assn., 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Kentucky, Theatre Owners & Man- 
agers of the Rocky Mountain Region, 
Allied Theatre Owners of Iowa, Al- 
lied Theatres of Oregon and Motion 
Picture Fheatre Owners of Virginia. 


Rodgers’ Statement 


Before leaving for Chicago Friday 
(2), when the initial self-regulation 
draft was put in the mails, W. F. 
Rodgers, spokesman for the distribu- 
tors, sent out a statement indicating 
that supplemental methods may be 
devised to handle problems that are 
of a local character. 

He said, in part: 

‘To cover all subjects considered 
as national in their scope, it has 
been necessary to synchronize the 
thoughts expressed by the different 


theatre groups and the draft form of 


memorandum represents only such 
subjects, it being the belief that an- 
other and subsequent method will 
apply to those topics that are purely 
lecal in their application.’ The com- 


mittee, in keeping with reluctance to 
inform the whole trade as to what 
was transpiring, refused to divulge 
the trade practices draft sent out. 
It has also pursued a policy of trying 


to restrict exhibitor bodies themsel- 


ves from releasing anything without 
committee's) 


its (the distributor 
knowledge. 


Rodgers was due back from Chica- 


berg, president of Universal; Cliff 
Work, studio production head; Matty 
Fox, 
other production executives on bal- 
ance of pictures being produced for 
the '38-39 season. 


gross reaches $1,300,000, plus an ad- 
ditional percentage if it hits over 
$1,500,000. 

Picture is due to start next spring, 
with John Cromwell likely to direct. 


Cowdin Back From Coast 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
the board of Universal, arrives in 
New York tomorrow (Thursday) 
after spending a week on the Coast. 
Cowdin conferred with Nate Blum- 








assistant to Blumberg, and 





ABE MEYER JOINS MCA 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Verne Thrasher bought Abe Mey- 
er’s stock shot library, consisting of 
3,000,000 feet of sound and action 
film. 
Meyer is joining Music Corp. of 
America, to take charge of conduc- 
tors, composers and musicians. 


Estimate 756 


| ing in the black at the present time 
| and should show a neat profit in the 


ary and percentage scale. Deal calls} Whole year may even cut down this 





Shauer Producing Moreno 
Series for Latin Trade 


Hollywood, Dec. é. 

Victoria Films, Inc., new Spanish | 
language producing outfit headed by | 
Mei Shauer, is making a series of | 
films for South American trade. | 
Rosita Moreno (Mrs. Shauer), Ar-| 
gentine actress, is the star. 

First venture, ‘I Believe in You,’ 
rolled at Grand National studio but 
was delayed by illness of the star. | 
New company is dickering with 
Paramount for release. 

Shauer left Paramount last week 
after 15 years in distribution, exhi- 
bition and production. 

His last Par production was 
‘Thanks For the Memory.’ Before he 
became a producer he was head of 
the talent department and brought 
in several promising players. 











Final Quarter 
Profit for U 


Although the company is operat- 





first quarter of the new fiscal year, 
a profitable final quarter in the 1938 
fiscal year for Universa! will not be 
sufficiently large to wipe out the 
losses of the previous three quarters. 
That is the latest indication in Wall 
Street this week with an estimate of 
$50,000 to $75,000 profit in the final 
three-month period ending the fiscal 
year, Oct. 29, anticipated. Adjust- 
ments for the final quarter and 


amount. 

Universal’s loss going into the final 
quarter for the recently completed 
fiscal year was around $800,000. 
Hence, the street is looking for a net 
loss of about $700,000 for 1938 which 
is approximately $500,000 better 
showing than in the preceding fiscal 
year. 

Not only does this make the cur- 
rent situation of U look better but 
puts it in shape to continue produc- 
tion without additional loans. 


Single Bills Will Cure 
U. S. Ills, Says Briton 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
What America needs is single bills 
with occasional vaudeville, take it 
from Alfred S. Kahn, of Charter 
Film Productions, Ltd., London, here 
ene American picture meth- 
ods. 


In London alone, Kahn declared, 
there are 30 big time vaudeville 
houses. In certain parts of the U. 
S., he added, there is a demand for 
one-feature-plus-flesh shows. 

















First Year of New U. S. Surtax 
Law Was No Relief to Picture Cos. 





First year of altered Federal sur- 
tax on undistributed profits brought 
no relief to a majority of motion 
picture companies. It is the same 


strict surtax as far as the industry 
as a whole is concerned, because ap- 
plicable only to businesses showing 
$25,000 or less profit for a full 12 
months. Thus, the surtax on undis- 
tributed profits continues as an addi- 
tional tax burden on those film com- 
panies unwilling to deplete their 
cagn reserves in order to duck this 
heavy taxation by paying out the 
fyl profits in dividends. 

‘ew picture companies today are 
willing to jeopardize their cash posi- 





go yesterday (Tues.). 





tiv1 by paying out all earned profits 


just so they won’t have to pay this 
surtax. They need the coin to carry 
on production, with the amount tied 
up in film negative always a large 
total in the business. 

Consequently, the real payoff is 
that coin ordinarily in long-term op- 
erations would go to stockholders is 
cut into by the Federal surtax, 
adopted by the present administra- 
tion a couple of years ago. While 
the claimed purpose of the tax was 
to force big corporations to push all 
profits in the form of dividends, so 
that more money would be kept in 
circulation, film company officials 
claim that it prevents storing up any 
reserve for actual operations or 
rainy days. 
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Slow Machinery of the Law 


Next procedure in the Government’s civil anti-trust suit will be 
arguments on bill of particulars. Major companies, in asking for 
bill of particulars, simply want to know, ‘Well, what did we do that 
was a violation; in what particular situation; and im what manner?’ 
Then it will be up to the court to decide whether the Government 
must supply particulars to the defendant corporations. 

In this action, all testimony must be taken in court which means 
that there doubtlessly will be delay in getting certain witnesses from 
various parts of the nation. After this, long list of briefs from each 
defendant must be filed. Then the judge will take several months 
to arrive at a decision after studying the testimony and briefs. 

Then, if there is no consent decree, doubtlessly the losing side will 
appeal the decision. 

The action then goes direct to the U. S. Supreme Court. It will 
require considerable time to draw up papers if appealed. Then the 
case is finally set down on the highest court’s calendar. After argu- 
ments on set date, the court takes the matter under consideration 
and when it reaches a decision, final result of giant suit will be 
known. 











Pomts of Trade Reform Draft 


1. Cancellation privileges, with certain restrictions, shall be 20% where 
rental averages up to $100; 15% from an average of $100 to $250, and 10% 
for rentals average over $250. Notice of cancellation 10 days after mail- 
ing of availability is required, with any dispute over this or other features 
to be arbitrated. Average rentals shall be determined by the fees paid for 
the distributor’s pictures the prior season in the same runs but shall not 
include westerns when made in a series or groups; reissues or foreign- 
mades, these to be judged as separate groups. A hypothetical buy where 
four brackets of terms figure indicates that on a licensing of, say, 48 fea- 
tures, the exhibitor, if cancelling out five pictures, may take two out of 
the next to lowest bracket, but be restricted to one each from the highest, 
next to highest and lowest or fourth bracket. It is also agreed exhibs 
may exclude a picture on moral, religious or racial grounds that are locally 
offensive on 14 days’ notice, but that in event of any dispute on this right, 
it must be arbitrated. 

2. Each distrib agrees to make as complete an announcement of pictures 
in work or intended for release during the season as possible, though sub- 
= to hazards and uncertainties of the business which may prevent com- 
pletion. 

3. Distrib may agree to a lesser number of pictures than offered due to 
inability of an exhibitor’s policy to play the entire number offered, thoug 
reserving right to offer its complete output to a competitor. 

4. Preferred playing time shall not be designated when film is sold fiat 
or on a percentage when a guarantee is included, but when on straight 
percentage, designation shall be by mutual agreement. 

5. Theatres shall be able to obtain some run of a distrib’s product pro- 
vided theatre is not obsolete, exhib is reputable, ete., with arbitration as 
final determiner in event of dispute. Distribs maintain right to select own 
customer but agree not to license away from an existing account for the 
sole reason this account buys the product in other situations; any dispute 
there, also, to be settled by arbitration. 

6. No exhib shall be required to buy shorts, newsreels or trailers as con- 
dition of getting features. 

7. Score charges, if any, on the current (1938-39) product shall be con- 
solidated with film rental when on a flat sale but starting with the 1939-40 
season there shall be no score charge on percentage pictures. 

8. Distribs will notify exhibs of price classification of each picture on 
rendering notice of availability, except for first runs in the keys. 

9. Features shall not be sold to non-theatrical accounts if arbitration 
determines they constitute unfair competition to a regularly operated the- 
atre. Army posts, Government camps and U. S. Navy are excepted. 

10. Each distrib will use its best efforts to simplify its form of licensing 
agreement. 

11. On selective deals, exhibs must exercise such right within 21 days 
after notice of availability is mailed out. 

12. Distrib will not prohibit'exhib delivery of a picture if a prior pic- 
ture on release has not been delivered through latter’s failure under agree- 
ments where accounts are obligated to play product in order of its release. 

13. No distrib shall coerce an exhib into a contract on threat to build 
or otherwise acquire a theatre for operation in competition to him, but 
nothing otherwise shall interfere with the right of a producer or dis- 

















tributor to build or acquire theatres in any location. 

14. Practice of false boxoffice receipts is condemned and exhibitors agree 
to try to discourage and eliminate such practice. 

15. Principles and factors involved in matters to be determined by arbi- 
tration and machinery to carry this out to include clearance and zoning, 
plus other subjects, is open to further discussion. 

16. These provisions to become effective with the 1939-40 product, except 
where affecting any license agreements now in effect. 





NICK CARTER TO TRACK 
"EM DOWN FOR METRO 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Metro has obtained screen rights 
to the Nick Carter detective yarns in 
a deal with Street & Smith, pub- 
lishers. 

First of six ‘Nick’ stories to be 
produced on the Metro lot has al- 
ready been adapted for the screen 
by Martin Mooney under the title, 
‘Crime Wave.’ 


Player Boom at WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Warners is setting a December 
production record for the number 
of players to be used over a four- 
week period. 

Daily average will run to 62 stars 
and featured players and 330 bits 
and extras. Ten pictures are in 
work. 














Major Warner Better 


In bed at his Westchester home 
for a week with a bad cold and 
sinus trouble, Major Albert Warner 
is reported improving and in 10 
days or so may go to Florida. 

He had planned spending the holi- 





days in Miami anyway. 





MAY REALIZE $150,000 
FOR REFUGEES IN S, W. 


Dallas, Dec. 6. 

The southwest drive for funds to 
aid German refugees expects to raise 
$150,000 through donation of tomor- 
row’s (Wed.) receipts in all the In- 
terstate and Texas Consolidated cir- 
cuit theatres. 

Most of the major film distributors, 
whose films are booked over the cir- 
cuit today, have contributed their 
picture rentals free, with the excep- 
tion of Metro and 20th-Fox. 








Paramount Pep Club, Par home of- 
fice organization, has a drive of its 
own for European refugees, on non- 
sectarian lines, proceeds to be split 
among refugees of all faiths. 


Boland’s Film Bids 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

Clay Boland, who with Bick Reich- 
ner wrote the past three University 
of Pennsylvania Mask and Wig 
scores, left for Hollywood last night 
(Monday). He was accompanied by 
George Simon, head of Lincoln Pub- 
lishing Co., which published the Wig 
music. 

While on the Coast will talk to 
20th Century-Fox and RKO on studio 
songwriting offers. 
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M-G Makes 


It Tougher 





has been trying to do, the planting 
the rest of the business. 


purpose of the Paulette Goddard 





Wooing the good will of the dailies as the motion picture industry 
yarn by Metro’s press department on the Coast certainly doesn’t help 
It was an okay break for Metro’s ‘Dramatic School,’ that being the 


film, going out on release this week. 


of a phoney ‘Gone With the Wind’ 


hookup, since she’s in the Metro 








Distributors and Producers of Pix, 


Incl. Raw Material Mfrs., All Come 
Under Wage-Hr. Act; Newest Ruling 


, Washington, Dec. 6. 

Distributors and producers of 
motion picture films, as well as firms 
supplying raw materials for the in- 
dustry, come within the scope of the 
wage-hour act under latest inter- 
pretations by General Counsel Calvin 
Magruder of the Labor Department’s 
wage-hour division. Most recent 
statement about the effect of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act removes any 
doubt the Federal regulators will ex- 
pect the bulk of the film business to 
comply with the requirements, 


Supplement to first interpretative 
bulletin noted that provisions of the 
statute apply to persons ‘engaged in 
commerce or in the production of 
goods for commerce.’ This phrase- 
ology extends to employees of any 
firm which ‘intends or hopes or has 
reason to believe that the goods or 
any unsegregated part of them will 
move in interstate commerce.’ Final 
decision depends, however, upon 
circumstances as they exist when 
operations are performed, act not be- 
ing retroactive. 


Argument that film producers 
used unsuccessfully in attempting to 
wiggle out of jurisdiction of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board had no 
effect upon the Labor Department 
lawyer. Concerns may be engaged in 
producing goods for commerce even 
though they do not directly ship 
product over state lines. Magruder 
said, ‘It is immaterial that the pro- 
ducer passes title to the purchaser 
within the State of production,’ and 
added that manufacturers of ‘in- 
gredients’ of articles which ulti- 
mately move in interstate commerce 
also are subject to the law. Labora- 
tories also would come within the 
scope of the act under a ruling that 
processors of commodities destined 
for interstate shipment are ‘engaged 
in commerce.’ 

Possibility that members of trade 
associations are entitled to benefits of 
the act was suggested in the ad- 
visory opinions. Since many persons 
working for industrial organizations 
are occupied in research on behalf of 
members in other states, the law 
presumably applies. Congress re- 
ferred to ‘subjects of commerce of 
any character,’ which the wage-hour 
enforcers consider covers publica- 
tions, pamphlets, bulletins, and other 
written material. 

Ruling on wholesalers apparently 
makes film exchanges and distribu- 
tors’ branches subject to the law. 
Magruder pointed out his first rulings 
held ‘employees who are an essential 
part of the stream of interstate com- 
merce’ are deemed to be ‘engaged in 
commerce.’ Even if all sales are 
made within the state, wholesalers 
can be subject to Federal regulation 
wher the goods they handle come 
from beyond the borders. 


Chevalier Build For 





Jean Sablon at RKO 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

RKO has ambitious plans for Jean 
Sablon, radio singe. who played out 
the string with ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ 
Studio sees in the romantic French 
Singer the makings of another Mau- 
rice Chevalier and will fashion a 
publicity campaign along those lines. 

Sablon has made French pictures 
but his appearance in ‘The Castles’ 
marks his American debut, 





Ritzes’ 3 for 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Ritz Bros. signed a new pact with 
20th-Fox, calling for three pictures 
in 1939. ‘ 
Currently winding up ‘Three Mus- 
keteers,’ the brothers leave next 
week for an eastern vaude tour, 


CHURCH BEEFS 
FORCE FILM 
YANKING 


7 











Pittsburgh, Dec, 6, 

Picketing by Catholic organiza- 
tions forced Barry, downtown indie 
house, to yank Willem Hendrik van 
Loon’s picture, ‘Fight for Peace,’ last 
week after a run of only four days. 
Film was denounced as Communis- 
tic propaganda by church groups 
and came in for bitter editorial at- 
tacks in the strong weekly Catholic 
Observer here. 


Efforts were made by Catholic 
leaders to prevent film fron getting 
started and they also appealed to 
heads of other religious groups to 
interfere with Barry management. 
Theatre, however, opened it as 
scheduled, after privately screening 
‘Fight for Peace’ for more than 500 
civic and church biggies, and was 
immediately picketed and de- 
nounced in pulpits. It was yanked 
when pressure became so great biz 
fell away to nothing. 

Art Cinema, foreign film spot 
here, announcing advent of anti- 
Nazi film, ‘Professor Mamlock,’ last 
week was sat upon by unidentified 
individuals who tore heralds down 
from front and ripped out every 
mention of Soviet picture in outside 
lobby. 


FORM FAIRBANKS INT'L 
TO PRODUCE 3 FILMS 


Fairbanks International, new pro- 
ducing unit of United Artists, headed 
by Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., was an- 
nounced yesterday (Tues.) by 
nounced yesterday (Tues.) by cable 
from London. New company will 
be financed by American capital, 
British capital, represented by Sir 
Adrian Baillie and Montague Marks, 
and Swiss investment interests. Ini- 
tial capital of Fairbanks Interna- 
tional will be $2,500,000. 








clusively to production plans of the 
new organization. Three pix are 
planned, first ‘The Californian,’ 
which Raoul Walsh may direct. 
Second will be ‘The Tenth Woman’ 





BUILD DEMANDS 
BONA FIDE. REPS 


Producers, Directors Denied 
Right to Rep Talent in 
Licensing Plan — Writers 
Guild Petition Next on 
NLRB Docket — Studios 
Amenable to Wage-Hour 
Act 
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Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Code of ethics being drafted by 
the Screen Actors Guild for fran- 
chising agents will outlaw practice 
of producers, directors and actors 
signing players under personal con- 
tracts. 

Only bona fide agents will be li- 
censed, and copies of all contracts 
between an actor and his represen- 
tative must be filed with and ap- 
proved by the SAG. Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG executive-secretary, 
said Article 19 of licensing plan 
would eliminate such policies. Ar- 
ticle reads as follows: 

‘No agent shall be allowed to op- 
erate if he, the agency or anyone 
interested in the agency, is an em- 
ployer of talent, except in such 
cases as the Guild shall deem a 
proper one for which to grant a 
waiver.’ 

Work of drawing up agreement 
between the SAG and Artists Man- 
agers Guild for franchise plan has 
been turned over to Laurence W. 
Beilenson, SAG counsel, and Judge 
Byron C. Hanna, attorney for the 
AMG. When pact is completed by 
the attorneys, meetings of the SAG 
and AMG memberships will be 
called to approve or amend the code 
of ethics. Both groups have ex- 
pressed satisfaction with negotia- 
tions and forecast that an amicable 
agreement will be reached by first 
of the year. 

The Screen Actors Guild has 
ruled that interviews for publicity 
purpose will not count as work time 
under 1938 modification agreement 
unless a player has already worked 
eight hours or more on day inter- 
view is requested by the producer. 
Members have been advised that 
following clause governs interviews: 

‘Interviews for publicity purposes 
held at the request of the producer 
shall not be counted as work-time 
for any purpose if held on any day 
on which the player is not otherwise 
working for the producer. Such 
interviews for publicity purposes 
held on any day on which the player 
is otherwise working for the pro- 
ducer shall not be counted as work- 
time if held after the player’s dis- 
missal for the day, unless prior to 
such dismissal, the player shall have 
worked eight hours or more, in 
which case the time actually con- 
sumed in such interview shall be 
work-time for all purposes. Pub- 
licity interviews during lunch-time 
are not work-time for any purposes.’ 

Following explanation is added to 
ruling: 

‘Naturally the Screen’ Actors 
Guild does not wish to see its mem- 
bers deprived of any beneficial pub- 
licity breaks. Publicity interviews, 
which may include posing for news- 
paper or magazine photographs, are 
regarded as work-time only when 
they are made at the request of the 
producer on a day when the actor 
has put in eight hours of hard work 
on the set.’ 


Study CPI Petition 





Fairbanks will devote himself ex- | 


National Labor Relations Board 


| has assigned William M. Pomerance, 


ace field examiner, to investigate 


| the petition of the Cinema Players, 


|Inc., asking certification as bargain- 


| ing representative for extras. If 
| based on life of Lord Byron, in| Pomerance finds that evidence war- 
| Technicolor, while the third picture 'rants action, Dr. Towne Nylander, | 


PERSONAL CONTRACT TABU 








Selznick-RKO Again? 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
David O. Selznick has been 
conferring with George J. 
Schaefer on a possible releasing 
deal with RKO after the pro- 
ducer’s ‘Gone with Wind.’ Be- 
lieved, however, Selznick will 

continue with United Artists. 





In New York, the Selznick- 
RKO talk has been off ’n’ on 
again several times, 


BATTLE STILL 
ON IN PATHE'S 
REORG PLAN 


a 











Prospect of minority stockholders 
of Pathe Film Corp., obtaining a 
court order to prevent directors 
from holding a general meeting of 
stockholders scheduled for Dec. 13 
at which time dissolution of the cor- 
poration will be voted on, seemed 
slim after attorneys for the plaintiff 
argued their case before N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Phillip J. Mc- 
Cook on Monday (5) in asking for an 
injunction The action is being 
brought by 16 stockholders, control- 
ling 2,244 shares of common stock. 
They seek to stop the defendants, all 
directors of the corporation and the 
corporation itself from carrying out 
a plan for dissolution which the di- 
rectors voted at a meeting on Nov. 
19. The plan also calls for the turn- 
ing over of the corporation’s assets 
to a new company in return for 
$540,000 in debentures in the new 
organization. The plaintiffs claim 
this exchange would be unfair to 
them and only profitable to the de- 
fendants. 

After hearing arguments Justice 
McCook indicated he thought the 
stockholders should decide by vote 
whether the plan should be carried 
out. However, he allowed the plain- 
tiffs to submit additional briefs and 
is expected to hand down a decision 
in a few days. 





Wilmington Suit 


Wilmington, Del., Dec. 6. 

E. I. duPont de Nemours & Co. 
filed suit in U. S. District Court 
against Pathe Film Corp. asking an 
injunction against a liquidation plan 
mailed to Pathe stockholders, Nov. 
22. Pathe plan provides for distri- 
bution of 3,500 shares of stock in Du- 
Pont Film Mfg. Corp. The parent 
DuPont Co., only other stockholder 
in DuPont Film, charges the distri- 
bution would violate a contract with 
Pathe. 

This contract, the bill charges, has 
existed since the inception of Du- 
Pont Film in 1924 and binds both 
parties not to sell or dispose of their 
interest in DuPont Manufacturing 
without first giving the other the 
right to acquire the shares upon the 
same terms. 

Special stockholders’ meeting of 
Pathe Film Corp. called for Dec. 13 
to consider the plan, 


_ Barthelmess’ Comeback 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Richard Barthelmess is returning 
| to pictures after a four-year ab- 
| sence. 
Signed 











for Columbia’s “Plane 


| will be a remake of ‘Three Muske- | regional director of the NLRB, will} No. 4.” 


| teers,’ also in color. 


|on Saturday (10) while Fairbanks 
| leaves there three weeks later, to 
complete organization plans and 
/make arrangements 
‘Californian.’ 


| order an 
| Marks leaves England for N. Y.| petition to determine if testimony 


informal hearing on the 


| will be taken before an NLRB ex- 
| aminer. 
| Total earnings of extras during 


(Continued on page 17) 





Metro’s Big Call 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Metro Monday (5) posted calls 


for start on| November soared above the $200,000 for 54 stars and featured players. 
} Studio has 10 pictures in work. 


Con. Film Drops Recapitalization 
Plan; Earnings Expected to Wipe 
Out Bank Loan; Am. Record’s 7006 


Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
has abandoned all plans of a recap- 
italization of the company and ex- 
pects to show a strong financial state- 
ment at the end of the fiscal year. 
Sales of its subsidiary American 
Record Corp. to Columbia Broad- 
casting for a reported price of $700,- 
000 may be consummated before the 
end of the year. American Record 
embraces the Brunswick, Vocalion 
and Columbia labels. 


Consolidated’s bank loans have 
been reduced this year from $1,500,- 
000 to $400,000 and this amount com- 
pany also expects to pay off before 
the year ends. Three dividends of 
25c. per share each on preferred 
stock, of which 400,000 shares are 
outstanding, have been paid so far 
this year, and another 25c. dividend 
will be payable on Dec. 10. There Is 
also anticipation in financial circles 
that with the expected improvement 
in cash position of the company, 
present total arrearage of $6.50 per 
share on preferred may also be re- 
duced. 

Printing Business 


Company’s film printing business 
has shown a steady improvement 
throughout the year and, in addi- 
tion to handling printing of United 
Artists, Universal, Republic and 50% 
of RKO pictures, contracts may 
shortly be closed for the printing of 
four producers, among whom may 
be Walter Wanger and Harry Sher- 
man. Ralph I. Poucher, v. p. of 
Consolidated, is now on Coast with 
Herbert J. Yates and is handling the 
negotiations. 


Earnings of Consolidated for the 
first nine months this year totaled 
$536,205, and total for the year may 
hit the $750,000 mark, if not more. 
Republic Pictures, a Consolidated 
subsid, is expected to show a healthy 
profit this year. Estimates are that © 
Republic’s gross business for this 
year will run around $9,000,000, com- 
pared to approximately $6,000,000 
the year previous. 

As an example, one of its current 
pictures, ‘10th Avenue Kid’ (Bruce 
Cabot) may gross about $150,000 on 
a production cost of approximately 
$40,000. This year, Republic will ob- 
tain a.greater share of gross business 
than heretofore, due to plan worked 
out with the franchise-holders of the 
company by Yates. 

Franchise holders previously had 
deals with Republic calling for re- 
tention of from 25-40% of gross re- 
ceipts in their respective territories. 
This year, most of them have agreed 
to retain a small percentage of re- 
turns, just enough to cover their 
operating and selling overhead, un- 
til such time as yearly returns are 
in and figured up, after which their 
split of the profits would average 
about 25% of business done by each 
respective franchise distributor. 


BOBBY BREEN HEADS 
ST. LOUIS XMAS SHOW 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 

Bobby Breen heads an all-star re- 
vue, inked for the recently formed 
| Theatregoers, Inc., for 16 perform- 
'ances in the opera house of the Mu- 
|nicipal Auditorium. Unit opens with 
a matinee Xmas day and continues 
on a two-a-day basis up to and in- 
| cluding New Year’s Day. Donald 
| Novis is also in the group. 

Larry Atkins, pro boxing pro- 
moter, is one of the incorporators of 
| Theatregoers, Inc. 


! 

















Sheridan in ‘Dawn’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Ann Sheridan, currently working 
‘in two pictures at Warners, gets 
| the femme lead in the James Cag- 
|ney-John Garfield co-starrer, ‘Each 
Dawn I Die.’ 

| Shooting starts as soon as Cagney 
| finishes ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ 
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Loew-Metro 





Execs’ 31% 
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preme Court before Justice Louis A. 
Valente. The other sessions were 
taken up with the reading of deposi- 
tions taken in Hollywood last sum- 
mer of several of the defendants. 
Reiss testified that in 1934 the six 
defendants actually got more than 
the stockholders.. For that year the 
profits of the corporation amounted | 
to $8,646,000, of which the defend- 
ants got $1,579,000 and the common 
stockholders $1,096,944. 


Detail Profits 





For Years 1935-7) 


In 1935, out of profits of $7,626,000, | 
the six received $2,133,000 and stock- | 
holders $3,316,737; 1936, $10,583,000 
profits, of which $2,819,000 went to 
the defendants and $3,353,000 to | 
stockholders. Profits for 1937 
amounted to $14,333,000, of which | 
$6,288,000 was split by the sextet | 
and the stockholders received $13,- | 


444,000, which had to be made up in the plaintiffs putting the interrogo- | 


part by the reserve funds of the | 
corporation. 

In answer to these figures, coun- | 
sel for the defendants expounded | 
that the defendants were ‘worth all 
they received’ because it was due ‘en- | 
tirely to their efforts, ability and 
genius’ that the profits of the cor- 
poration were so enormous. 

Reiss, over the continued protests 
of former Judge Joseph N. Proskauer, 
for the defendants, went into great 
detail concerning the finances of the 
corporation during the past four 
years. The witness testified that the 
average dividends on preferred stock 
was $880,000. This amount was not 
deducted from the 20% bonuses paid 
to the six favored officials. Emil K. 
Ellis is attorney for the plaintiffs. 

It was also brought out that Rubin, 
as counsel, received an additional 
$1,000 a week salary for advising 
Metro, besides the same amount as 


| specific duties for 


| instead of over general studio activi- 


Thalberg and Schenck, at an inns | 


passe, Mayer testified. 

Later various officers and friends 
sougbt to heal the breach between 
Thalberg and Schenck, including the 
latter’s brother, Joseph M. Schenck. 
Finally a new agreement, satisfac- 
tory to Thalberg, was drafted by 
Edwin L. Loeb, and contained the 
stock purchase clauses. 

Mayer testified further to the fact 
that on Oct. 26, 1933, the contract 
was amended as to a definition of 
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‘Actors Don’t Eat!’ 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


The lowing herd winds slowly o’er 
the lea, 

To feed the likes of guys like you 
and me. 


The crack about actors never eat- 
ing probably emanated from the 
brain of some nitwit author who 
couldn't beat the gate at the re- 
hearsal hall to spoil his ewn play. 
Most of them think that chateau- 
briand is a cottage in Flanders. 

As a matter of fact actors have 








Thalberg, who 
was to give personal 
over a small group of productions | 


ties. This led, Mayer stated in his 
deposition, to differences between 
himself and Thalberg over adminis- 
trative matters. These disputes sub- 


sequently were compromised under | 
an agreement that, in case they ever | chow business; that is, all except the 
reached an impasse, final decision in | chorus queen. 


any dispute would be left with | Highness of the ensemble has to pay 


Nicholas M. Schenck. 
The depositions are being read off 
by Emil K. Ellis, chief counsel for 


tions, while former Justice Pros- 
kauer, head of defense counsel, from 
the witness stand reads the answers. 
The second deposition placed in 


| record was that of Rubin, vice presi- 


dent, director and general counsel of 
Loew's. 

The only executive defendants 
present at the trial thus far have 
been Nick Schenck and Dave Bern- 
stein. 


Rubin Testifies 
He Was Satisfied 


Rubin's testimony on the Coast in- 
dicated he was always perfectly sat- 
isfied with his connection with the 
corporation and had never thought 
of leaving it, as had the late Irving 


supervision | mous than any other group of men 


done moré to make chop houses fa- 


I know. 

Don’t want to put myself away as 
a trencherman but you can bet all 
the plush-drops in Cain's storehouse 
that I didn’t get these five stomachs 
passing slugs in the automat, 

When I say actors, I mean all of 
When Her Royal 
|for her own fodder she picks a stool 
in the corner drug store and goes 
Later that 
|same evening at the Stork club the 
| chop better not be a bit underdone 
lor she will blow the roof off. That’s 
'when Mr. John is going for the 
checkeroo, of course. However, this 
ltale has nothing to do with the la- 
idies of the ensemble. It’s a piece 
about actors who deserted the ‘fabu- 
| lous invalid’ when he had two strikes 
jon him and opened up their own 
\little bistro with George Rector’s 
| cookbook in one hand and a prayer 
| in the other. 


\for a ptomaine sundae. 


Thalbers-Shearer Terms 


An amendment to the complaint in the action of certain stock- 
holders against Loew’s, Inc., and some of its executives was filed 
Monday (5) by Emil K. Ellis, attorney for the plaintiffs. The amend- 
ment reads: 

‘That on or about the 14th day of July, 1937, defendant Loew’s, 
Inc., entered into a contract with defendants Edwin J. Loeb, Bank 
of America National Trust & Savings Association and Norma Shearer 
Thalberg, as co-executors and co-trustees under the Last Will and 
Testament of Irving G. Thalberg, deceased, which purported to com- 
promise and settle a claim asserted by the said estate against de- 
fendant corporation and the defendants Mayer and Rubin individ- 
ually, and/or as partners pursuant to which contract defendant cor- 
poration has paid or credited to the said Estate and will credit and 
pay for a period of time ending on Dec. 31, 1938, sums in excess of 
$900,000. Simultaneously with the execution of the said contract, 
defendant Loew’s, Inc., entered into a contract with defendant Norma 
Shearer Thalberg, purporting to employ her as an artist to appear 
in six motion picture productions for defendant corporation . at 
$150,000 per picture, payable whether or not such pictures are 
actually produced by defendant corporation. 

‘Upon information and belief, the payments made under the said 
contract between defendant corporation and the said Estate of Irving 
G. Thalberg, deceased, were made without any consideration to the 
defendant corporation whatsoever and in settlement of claims as- 
serted by the said estate against the individual defendants Mayer 
and Rubin, and/or said payments were made in order to obtain and 
in consideration of the rendition of services by the defendant Norma 
Shearer Thalberg for the defendant corporation under the said con- 
tract with her. The said contract with the estate of Irving G. Thal- 
berg also resulted in an increase of the percentage of the profits 
of defendant corporation then being paid to defendant Mayer, to-wit, 
from 7.3% to 10.6% (out of 20% then being paid to the partnership 
of Rubin, Mayer and Thalberg) from the period commencing Aug. 31, 
1936, to Dec. 31, 1938. 

‘Plaintiffs beg leave to refer to the said contracts for other pro- 
vision thereof, but herein specifically allege that the provisions made 
for the payment of a percentage of the net profit of defendant cor- 
poration to the Estate of Irving G. Thalberg and the payment of a 
percentage of the net profit derived from the distribution of motion 
pictures more than half completed prior to Dec. 31, 1938, as well as 
other provisions thereof, were improvident, improper, unlawful, and 
a waste and spoilation of the assets of the defendant corporation.’ 








| Been in all the shebeens from Ban- 
gor to Bellingham, so show me a 
hot grocery store where the actors 
| hang out and you've got the best 
eating place in town. 

Gallagher’s on 52d street has the 
|SRO sign up every night and Ed 


Thalberg, who had threatened to | Gallagher's ex-missus can take all 
quit because taxes were eating up |the bows on that one. When vaude- 


the income he was receiving. Thal- | Ville sent for the oxygen tent three 


berg’s squawk resulted in a new | White Rats from the three-a-day put 


counsel for Loew's. This was voted 
him in 1927 and is continuing to the 
present. 


Loew’s Lost $1,406,507 
In 13 Ohio Theatres 


The first hint of mismanagement 
charged by the plaintiffs came out 
when it was testified that Loew’s lost 
$1,406,507 invested in 13 Ohio thea- 
tres. This loss was deducted from 
the stockholders. 

The trial is expected to continue at 
Jeast two weeks longer. Up until yes- 
terday (Tuesday) the hearings were 
taken up by the reading of deposi- 
tions taken last summer on the Coast. 
These included those of Mayer, Bern- 
,tein, Rubin and Isidor Frey, attorne’ 
for the corporation since 1919. After 
the latter’s testimony was put into 
the record, the first witness for the 
plaintiffs was the accountant. 

.  Practieally the entire day (Mon- 
day) was occupied by introduction 
of about 36 exhibits relating to con- 
tracts, options and other matters be- 
tween corporation and defendants 
during past 11 years. Late in the 
afternoon Ellis read into the record 
parts of L. B. Mayer’s deposition 
in which the latter testified that he 
rarely read contracts given him to 
sign by Rubin. 
Mayer’s deposition also described 

a dispute he had with Thalberg 

when Thalberg threatened to quit 

Metro unless he secured~ more 

money. According to Mayer's de- 

position, Schenck took part in con- 
troversy and accused Thalberg of 
trying to ‘ruin the firm’. Thalberg, 

— declared, gave Schenck ‘a ter- 

rible tongue lashing’. Latter threat- 
ened to sue. Finally the matter was 
submitted to the board and stock op- 
tions were the result. 


Mayer Tells About 
Trio’s Steck Options 


Mayer stated that under the new 
contract he, Thalberg and Rubin 
were given certain options to pur- 
chase stock in the company. The 
revisions, he said, were brought 
about following a meeting on the 
Coast between Nicholas M. Schenck, 
president, Thalberg and himself. It 
was a stormy session; the testimony 
reveals, with Thalberg insisting on 
the revisions under threat of re- 
signing from the company and re- 
tiring from the heavy load of pro- 
duction responsibilities which he 
carried at that time. 

Schenck declared he- was not in 
any personal position to promise 
any revision of the contract, that as 

“president of the concern he had 
certain legal obligations he . was 








contract and bonus of 100,000 shares | their hard-earned dough into a spot 
of stock and a lucrative agreement 
involving $900,000 for the benefit of 
his wife, Norma Shearer, to make a 
certain number of pictures, which it 
is claimed 
Shearer, 
earlier in the trial, threatened to 
quit and go with Paramount unless 
she or her husband’s estate, which 
she subsequently inherited obtained 
a new arrangement. : 


called the Steuben Tavern and to- 
day there is one on every corner 
that Nedick overlooked. 

Morton Downey is interested in 
‘Ike’s’ chophouse on East 48th, and 
doing nicely, thank you. Jimmy 
Dwyer’s Sawdust Trail, two doors 
down from The Lambs, is run by a 
former straightman, and Hamburger 
Mary’s got its name from a gal who 
could croon an Irish lullaby with the 
best of them. 

Wouldn’t say that Frank Case was 

an actor but anytime he wants to 
quit the Algonquin for the mike I 
know where a sponsor is waiting. 
Get his new book, ‘Tales of a Way- 
ward Inn,’ by the way—it’s a liter- 
ary ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 
Outside of Bridgeport on the Bos- 
ton Post Road the two-a-day turn 
of Pilcer and Douglas have an oat- 
meal oasis that is turning them 
away, and our old pal Capt. Francis 
Patrick Irving O’Hay is doing all 
right with a -chili caravansary in 
Taos, New Mex. 

And in Hollywood 
_Hollywood’s two new crack eat- 
eries are owned and operated by 
Dave Chasen, the ‘protege of Joe 
Cook, the skillet wizard, and Bob 
Murphy, whose specialty is Irish 
turkey—the good old C.B. and C. 
The famous Brown Derby chain was 
started by Gloria Swanson’s ex- 
helpmate with a little financial aid 
from Wilson Mizner, Carl Harbaugh 
and Winnie Sheehan, all members of 


she never did. Miss 
according to Proskauer | 





Rubin held about 5,000 shares of 

stock valued at $100,000. When the 
question of stock options came up 
among the defendant officers, Rubin 
consented to Thalberg receiving the 
bonus of 100,000 shares because he, 
Rubin, ‘realized Thalberg’s value to 
the company.’ When Thalberg died, 
Rubin’s deposition said, the Rubin- 
Meyer-Thalberg closed combination 
automatically dissolved. 
Another deposition read into the 
record was that of Nick Schenck, 
president of Loew’s, who said that 
Mayer considered Thalberg ‘one of 
the best young men in the business 
and would develop tremendously.’ 
Schenck said that Thalberg always 
seemed to be dissatisfied with the 
income he was getting. 


Schenck Wants To 
Know About Money 


Thalberg continually expressed 
amazement at the attitude of the 
others when he deinanded more 


money. Schenck said at one time he 
asked Thalberg, ‘What in hell do you 
do with all your money?’ At the 
time Thalberg was receiving salary 
and bonuses amounting to over 
$400,000 annuaily, Schenck said that 
he holds about 5,000 shares of Loew 
stock and up to the time he testified 
had not exercised his option to pick 
up 48,000 set aside for him from the 
Thalberg estate. 

Bernstein’s deposition followed 
that of Schenck’s. He is another 
vice-president, treasurer and direc- 
tor. He said that Schenck had told 
him that proper results were not be- 
ing obtained on the Coast and 


berg’s dissatisfaction. The condition 
was settled by the removal of Thal- 
berg from complete charge of pro- 
duction, giving him only special 
films to supervise, with Mayer tak- 
ing direct charge. At this time. Thal- 
berg was very ill. 
time, 1932, that Thalberg was grant- 


| last one to be read and contained 
little of interest. 





obliged to maintain, and the meet-. 
ing ended with the two principals, 





stand. 


Schenck attributed this fact to Thal- 


It was at this 


ed the options on 100,000 shares to ly stags. 
be picked up over a six-year pcriod. | got its fame from show business, and 
Judge Frey’s deposition was the we'll give you one guess what made 


The plaintiff's ac- 
countant was then placed on the |‘actors don’t eat’ must have been 


the Masquers Club in good standing. 
Sammy Lewis is the coin behind 
Maxie Rosenbloom’s cinematic night- 
erie, and the first real spot in the 
moving picture colony, Henry’s, was 
opened by a lad named Henry Berg- 
man, Charlie Chaplin's straightman, 
I even know an opera singer who 
opened a delicatessen store—from 
‘Salome’ to salami in one season, 
(Wait for the laugh.) 

Val Harris runs a bodega in Los 
Angeles and Lester Allen was once 
the landed proprietor of a Japanese 
tearoom. The late Billy La Hiff, 
Nancy Carroll’s uncle, financed 
many a flop along the Great Trite 
Way with the dough he garnered 
from hungry Lambs and Friars at his 
Tavern, still a 48th street landmark 
to his genius, now sired by Two-Ton 
Toots Shor. Thirty years ago 
Brown’s Chop Hotise, on Broadway 
next to the Empire theatre, was a 
famous theatrical hangout...The 
only one I ever knew that was strict- 
The College Inn, Chicago, 








|Reuben’s and Lindy’s. 
The mugg who coined the phrase 








§. Claus Lane Makes H'wood a Fake 
Fairyland to Lefty—In Many Ways 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Hollywood, Dec. 6, 
Dear Joe: 

Well, here we are still in Fake Fairyland, where the hot sun melts the 
Christmas tree candles on the paper mache trees and the radio gag men 
make their prayers to ‘Jansen’s Encyclopedia of Wit and Humor.’ The town 
looks like an electric chair with scenery. They got Santa Claus driving 
up Hollywood Boulevard every night in a big sleigh. Aggie sez they'll 
have the poor old guy all tired out by Christmas. The policemen and 
firemen are making a drive for 40,000 used toys and I hear that one Holly« 
wood Lothario donated three blondes and two brunets. 

It’s a strange town with strange ways. People who have never been 

in pictures or radio wear dark glasses even at night. When you take 
a walk. you feel like you’re going to a circus. 
A contract is your calling card. In the Brown Derby they have booths 
and when a gang sits down to exercise their stomachs and tonsils and 
they see a guy coming towards them that they figure don’t belong, they 
give it the ‘spread formation’ which makes no room for the guy. Of 
course if he happens to be a right guy then they huddle close and make 
room for him near the check. There are plenty of right guys here and 
smart guys, too. They can fix up the picture and radio business in a week 
if they would let them. All you gotta do is to listen to them for a few 
minutes and you-know they'd put the country on the 77b routine in a 
week. 

Hollywood and Vine is where you meet the old troupers. They punch 
the bag and cut up touches about the old days, the days that are here, 
and the days that are to come. You can't stick a trouper’s hope in 
storage. They’re looking forward now to Television, they figure that’s 
the thing that’s gonna furnish their ticket back east or get them a swim- 
min pool out here. They got Television now where it only can reach 
50 miles; the jumps will be small anyway. 

The Old Nifties 

You hear a lot of gags around, but they haven’t topped the old ones 
like when Lew Brown saw a well known actor buying some stuff in a 
store and said, ‘Don’t buy anything you can’t put on the Chief.’ And 
the classic that Al Boasberg pulled about pictures: ‘A picture is previewed 
out here and everybody raves about it-—studio officials, press and public. 
Then they put it in a can and ship it back to New York. And when it 
opens there it turns out to be a cluckero picture; it seems that some- 
thing happens to it on the train going east.’ 

The other night Frisco asked a bunch of boys how they liked a picture 
that he was in. And they szid, ‘It’s okay, Joe, but you were in the back- 
ground, you should have insisted on some closeups of yourself.’ ‘Oh, no 
closeups for me,’ stuttered Joe, ‘I’m on the lam,’ 

And the time when Frisco told Violinsky that he was through acting 
at Warner Bros.; that they were gonna hire him as a gag man. And 
Violinsky said, ‘They can’t make two mistakes.’ And so you see the sun 
hasn’t dried out their sense of humor. j 

Junior has been dragging me and Aggie around all the stores picking 
out all the toys he wants. They really got some swell stores here and I 
gotta write myself a 10-minute routine for Christmas to explain to the 
kid why the stuff he picked out wasn’t delivered. I gotta stick in town 
here for another week at least because I'm looking for second-hand 
equipment for my radio station—but it’s hard to get. You'd imagine with 
the stuff they’re using on the radio it would wear out the equipment 
in no time. 

Vie and Florence whom I left in charge at Coolacres write me that 
things are okay; they're getting a consistent output of reliable bad 
pictures. 

Give our best regards to the boys and girls back there and tell ‘em to 
buy stockings a few sizes larger—you know Christmas is .coming. 5S 


Your Pal, 
Lefty. 





thinking about himself. 


P. S—Louie Cohen sez, ‘Every dream has its alarm clock.’ 
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N.Y. TO CURB GIVEAWAYS | 


Technicality on RKO Assents Again 



































Defers Reorg Decision Til Dec. 16 





_—_—— 


Confirmation of the RKO plan of 
reorganization at Federal Court 
hearing last Friday (2), before Judge 
William Bondy was postponed until 
Dec. 16 at request of Col. Rickaby, 


+ 





Joy Hodges, Auer P.A.s 


Joy Hodges will open a p.a. tour 
at the Tower theatre, Kansas City, 
Dec. 30, booked by Charles Allen 





PACT $4 000,00) (6th Ave. El Razing Long Expected 


AYEAR IN N.Y.C. 





| License Commissioner to Um- | 
pire Restrictions of Banko | 


and Gift Evils—Greater 








| Hope Passes Up Revue 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Bob Hope has passed up an offer to 
| Star in the next ‘Music Box Revue,’ to 


To Boost Sector as Amus. Centre 


Removal of the elevated tracks 
from Sixth Avenue, New York, is 
expected to boost that area as a 
show business center. Some effect is 
anticipated almost at once, but an 
even greater stimulus will probably 


the court that while he did| fice for Feldman-Blum on the} New York Exhibitors | be staged in February on Broadway | ne felt in about two years, with the 
* agement <iiire Coast. Meeting to Quash It by Sam Harris and Irving Berlin. | opening of the new subway, a spur 
not believe that the objections made Attes~ tis. alow: netieed Mistha Picture and radio commitments | o¢ the Independent system. 


at the last hearing by John Stover, 
counsel for Ernest W. Stirn of Mil- 
waukee, holder of 1,234 shares of 
Class ‘A’ (unconverted) stock, could 
stand water, nevertheless he was 
taking it upon himself to make a 
motion to vacate the order of June 


93. 1934, in which consents to the 
reorganization plan must be pre- 
sented physically. 

This order provides that each 
stockholder must sign his assent to 
the plan personally, instead of al- 
lowing any reorganization committee 
or banking group to act as proxy, 
and means that Atlas Investment 
Corp., large RKO steckholders, which 
has been active in reorganization 
and which always contended that 
physical assent was not necessary, 
must now go out and get individual 
signatures, unless Judge Bondy va- 
cates his original order. 

Bondy agreed with Rickaby and de- 
clared that before he could consider 
the fairness or equity or the plan, 
he must have the consents filed ac- 
cording to the law. ‘This thing 
should be technically correct. It is 
desirable to bring this proceeding to 
a close by the end of the year,’ he 
stated. 

Members of proponents’ group in- 


Auer that dates are available in the 
east and is waiting a reply. 





Laughton-Pommer May 
Split Mayflower Co.; 


——_ 


London, Dec. 6. 

‘Jamaica Inn’ may be the last 
film to be made by Charles Laughton 
and Erich Pommer. under their 
Mayflower Picture Corp. formed 
some some two years ago and partly 
financed by John Maxwell. 

Understood Laughton returns to 
U. S. to star in ‘Captain Bligh,’ se- 
quel to ‘Mutiny on the Bounty.’ 
Laughton also dickering with Metro 
on a three-picture deal to be made 
in London, 





UA Posts Its $278,209 
Bond in Hart Appeal 


William S. Hart verdict against 
United Artists in the actor-producer’s 
suit over distribution of ‘“Tumble- 
weeds’ will be appealed by ‘iefend- 
ants. 


Star Back to Metro’ 








} 








OTHER SLANTS 





A special meeting of all N.Y. City 
theatre owners has been called for 
tomorrow (Thursday) at the Astor 
hotel by Harry Brandt, at the sug- 
gestion of License Commissioner 
Paul Moss for the purpose of decid- 
ing what to do about the problem 
of giveaways. 

Real progress toward solution of 
the ‘evil’ is counted on this time, 
after many discussions, but no ac- 
tion, in the past year or two. In 
the Bronx, such theatre owners as 
L. S. Bolognino, S. D. Cocalis, Harry 
Brandt, Moe Rosenberg, Sam Strass- 
berg, Loew’s and RKO are reported 
to have gotten together for the pur- 
pose of eliminating giveaways in 


their theatres and will attempt to get | 


Commissicner Moss to agree to act 
as impartial umpire to regulate their 
agreement. 

Business conditions are reported su 
bad that most theatres have been 
giving away more than their profits. 
If the agreement in the Bronx works 
out, an attempt will then be made 
to spread movement throughout en- 
tire city. 

There are approximately 600 the- 


keep Hope in Holly wood. 


Fabian All Set To 
Take Over Par-Land 
8 §. 1. Houses, Ex-Brill 








Agreement has been reached on! 


| the deal und2r whicl. the Fabian cir- 


cuit acquires the old Sol Brill chain 
on State Island, known in recent 
years as Par-Land Theatres, and at- 
|torneys for both sides started draw- 
ling up the papers a few days ago. 
|Confirming agreement on the deal, 
Si Fabian declares that about all 
which remains to close it is the sign- 
ing as soon as the proper papers of 
transfer are ready. 

Fabian, who has expanded import- 
antly of late years, takes complete 
control of State Island through the 
Brill houses. One of these is the 
Paramount, Stapleton, which is 
pooled in the Par-Land circuit. Fol- 
lowing acquisition of the latter, Par- 
amount will discuss the continuance 
of the arrangements under which its 
Stapleton house. one of the finest on 
the island, is a part of the Par-Land 
organization. 

Not mentioning the amount in- 




































































Thought likely that growth of the 
thoroughfare as a theatrical district 
will be concentrated in the vicinity 
of Rockefeller Center. Radio City 
Music Hall, largest film house in 
New York, is already there, with the 
Center, huge theatre for legit musi- 
cals and spectacles. In addition, the 
various buildings of the Rockefeller 
group are attracting a steadily in- 
creasing number of theatrical firms. 
There has also been talk lately that 
Columbia Broadcasting System, at 
present housed several blocks away 
in Madison avenue, may ultimately 
take quarters in Rockefeller Center, 
where NBC is already located. Ditto 
MBS. 

Despite frequent predictions to the 
contrary, it is unlikely that any 
number of legit houses will be built 
in Sixth avenue proper. Anticipated 
rise in realty values along the street 
will probably prevent. However, it 
is considered possible that some legit 
theatres may be built in the side 
streets off Sixth avenue in the ensu- 
ing few years. Any such develop- 
ment will hardly take place at once, 
since there is already an oversupply 
of available theatres. 

In addition to the film and legit 
angles involved in the changing pic- 
ture, there is the matter of niteries, 
many of which are concentrated in 
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icated that they f ‘other tech- y | volved, Fabian states that his deal/a small area in 52d street, just off 
the mente ty Rageall 1» iagevige Shere | se na Surety bond in the full amount of | #tres in N. Y. and one exhibitor esti-|j, g purchase and includes 100% | Sixth avenue. Figured likely that 
BR: a decision and on Friday (2), for the | the judgment, $278,209.99, was posted | ates that in this territory there has | control of the Pa.-Land circuit itself. | particular block will ultimately get 19 
first ti ; -edict th yesterday (Tues.) with the N. Y. Su-| been distributed to film patrons be-| numbering eight houses, plus most|an even greater number of cafes 1 
wh rst time, refused to predict that the tw $3,000,000 d 000.000 ; tas ae a ’ Ie 
: plan would be okayed. preme Court by UA’s attorneys, | ‘Wee? fw, and $4,000, 8/of the real estate involved and the| while it is also probable that the De 
ing O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. (Continued on page 19) leases. zone will spread into the adjacent if 
ind Latest postponement of confirma- Geographical Center F 
lye tion is due to the allegations of Although Sixth avenue is the geo- 
tover, who contends that apparently raphical : . 
Atlas now finds that he is correct in . Se et ee ee ee 
attan, it is half a century or more 
pen that physical consents must be filed THIRD OF A CE NTURY behind its neighboring thoroughfares 
ake before the new stock, to be floated, | in realty and building deveopment. 
can be approved, or Atlas be con- Majority of the edifices from 53d 
sidered as a proponent. Hence the street southward are from 50-80 
ths need for Judge Bondy to first dis- years old. In recent years their run- 
and pose of Stover’s objections at the down condition has prevented them 
h next hearing by modifying the origi- from earning even enough to pay 
pid nal order, leaving out the paragraph taxes, so it is figured essential that 
of dealing with physical proof of stock all such structures be torn down and 
ake a which Atlas had failed to modern buildings erected in their 
present. ; lace. Large-scal 
and Stover also contends that in order of a par ss thin os wa eg 
eek to file consent, it is necessary to file avenue the most modern thorough- 
few claims, and this Atlas has also failed fare in New York City, since no 
at to do. He likewise intends to prove other street has lately undergone a 
that his client is the 2 Aten sped . complete transformation 
who filed a claim and the only one “AR 4 Bridensé of tha chen A es 
nch who is entitled to consideration. JE mueved OF Yn clecateae which re- 
, tracks will 
ere, Under 77b, it is understood that bring is seen in the northern ti 
’ - . tans p of 
in those who do not file claims within Sixth avenue, beyond 53d street 
: three months after the appointment Raised tracks were removed from 
at's of a receiver (June 28, 1934) are not that section to 59th street in 1924 and 
im- entitled to any consideration in re- > the character of th 
ach organization unless they are allowed To Be Published Late In December changed drastically a erg 
to file their claims nunc pro aed Sharp upswing in realty values all 
y a judge. along the street is seen i i 
nes Inasmuch as Atlas has never filed , New subway, which pet on 
in a a claim, Stover contends that Judge | of the Independent system under 
And Bondy has no right to allow them to | City operation, is scheduled to begin 
wed present any claims now, two years | e e service in the fall of 1940. It wilh 
blic. after plan or reorganization was | ° connect directly with the Eighth ave- 
n it filed. Judge Bondy will have to dis- | pecida xp Ol a 10n van ages (Continued on page 19) 
me- pose of this matter at the next hear- | J 
ing, when Stover will also submit 
ture evidence of alleged fraud in the DUBS 
ack- proxies offered at the extraordinary | ‘NAME VOICE F OR 
, no - Stockholder’s meeting of Dec., 1931, : 
when all Class ‘A’ stock was con- i FLEISCHER’S CARTOON 
ti verted into the present common 
And stock. USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL | 
pre | Lanny Ross, currently on the 
F Ba A F bey 4 Strike Hit Parade, and Jes- 
F . | Sica Dragoneite have been signed to 
king ourth Pic Back For po st : 
ply the voices for the Prince and 
nd I ; /Princess i : 
the Max Fleischer 
_ the - ; 
“ = Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to A eek sie 
, for Paramount. 
= eservations an Oopy ay e en fe) ny | First time any ‘names’ have been 
wit Hollywood, Dec. 6. A * | Signatured to dub voices for a car- 
nent ‘The Girl from Brooklyn’ was V + Of | toon, 
ordered back into production by | arie y ice | 
— Darryl Zanuck at 20th-Fox at a cost | M Cc , 
a of $70,000 for new footage. Picture NDO ayo-Col. Pa 
co-stars Warner Baxter and Loretta NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LO N y 6 rt 
m to Young. | 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin's Pl. [f 21, 1. Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Feature is the fourth returned for | y Mayo, Columbia casting di- 
| rector for three years, turned in his 
added scenes in the last month. | | resignation, effective De 
Others are ‘Three Musketeers,’ ‘Tail- | { R, emective Dec. Si. 
spin’ and “The Little Princess.’ 


Successor has no. been named. 
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Fahrenheit of 88 No Tonic to L. A.; 
‘Young’ $19,700, ‘Rapture’ Medium 
$10,000; ‘Angels’ and ‘Age’ Firm 





Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 

Unseasonable heat over the week- 
end, with the mercury hitting 88 on 
Sunday, drove prospects to the 
beaches and away from theatres. 
Holdovers, which include ‘Dirty 
Faces,’ ‘Certain Age’ and ‘Citadel’ 
are standing up better than new- 
comers, but combined take for town 
will be considerably below normal. 

‘Young in Heart’ will bring a com- 
bined gross of around $19,700 to the 
State and Chinese, while ‘Dark Rap- 
ture,’ first Universal to play the 
house in years, will give the Para- 
mount a fair $10,000, six days, Or- 
pheum is away below average and 
continued first run houses, Wilshire 
and United Artists, will be lucky to 
hit a combined $6,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) “Young in Heart’ (UA) 
and ‘Always in Trouble’ (20th) dual. 
Unusual advertising approach is 
building this pair to medium $9,200. 
Last week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) 
and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th), just fair 
$8,800. 


Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ (WB) 
(2nd week). Looks like good $10,000 
after first week finished with excel- 
lent $15,000. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Citadel’ (MG) (3rd week). Hold- 
ing for good returns on third stanza 
which will bring around $4,000; sec- 
ond week, excellent $5,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Dirty Faces’ (WB) (2nd week). 
Still running behind its day-dater 
Downtown, but will get $8,000 on 
second week, which okay. First 
week $13,200, very good. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘West of Tombstone’ (RKO) and 
‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB) dual 
and vaudeville. Public just not re- 
sponding so will have to be satisfied 
with slim $5,500. Last week, 
‘Touchdown, Army’ (Par) and ‘Va- 
cation from Love’ (MG), only 
reached $9,000. below anticipations. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812-30-40-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2nd week) ana 
‘Swing Cheer’ (U) dual. Holding for 
firm $7,000 on second week after 
initial week’s take of good $14,000. 
Opus holding for three days of a 
third round. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and stage show. 
House went into the outside market 
to get this week’s feature, and despite 
novelty of film best in sight is fair 
$10,000 for a six-day session. Last 
week, second week of ‘If I Were 
(Par), very satisfactory $14,- 


RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Certain 
y; +4 (U) (2nd week) and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U) dual. Nearly 50% dro 
on second stanza for around $8,000, 
but holding for three days of a third 
week. First week within few dollars 
of excellent $15,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Young in Heart’ (UA) anl ‘Al- 
ways Trouble’ (20th) dual. Not 
much profit in sight at $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Five 
of Kind’ (20th), $12,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55 )— ‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Five 
Kind (20th) dual. Will hit slim 
$2,600 on moveover. Last week, sec- 
ond stanza of ‘Great Waltz’ (MG) 
and moveover of ‘Dr. Kildare’ (MG), 
fair $4,300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Five 
Kind’* (20th) dual. Biz off about 30% 
so will wind up with $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Great Waltz, (MG) second 
week, and ‘Kildare’ (20th), continued 
first run, very good $7,300. 


‘If King’ $6,000, ‘Law’ 
Nice 414G, Okla. City 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 6. 

‘If I Were King’ opening strong at 
the Criterion. ‘Submarine Patrol’ 
$4,500 at Midwest, and ‘I Am the 
Law’ same at State. ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ shifted to Tower after largest 
gross at Criterion last week since 
‘Ragtime’ pulled in $10,000 at the 
Midwest. 

Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘If King’ (Par). Hitting upper brack- 
ets for $6,000. Last week, ‘Cowboy 
and Lady’ (UA) moved into the big- 
time for $7,900. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25-40)— 
‘Valley of Giants’ (WB) and ‘Secrets 
of Actress’ (WB). Probably seven- 
day run at okay $2.500. Last week, 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (RKO) corraled plenty 
good $4,000, seven days. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) slowed down to $4,000. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)—‘I 
Am Law’ (Col). Doing sweet $4,- 





| Broadway Grosses 








Estimated Tetal Gross 
vn | a ee $269,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gress Same Week 
Be ws wb ebae $261,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 











and ‘Romance of Limberlost’ (Mono) 
did jumbo $5,000. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35)—‘Cow- 
boy and Lady’ (UA) after one week 
at Criterion. Slated for okay $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Young Heart’ (UA), also 
moveover from Criterion, stalled at 


99 
ht DU 


D. C. IS TEPID; 
DRUMS -VAUDE 
$17,000 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Slush and rain, coupled with defi- 
nite arrival of pre-Christmas slump 
has every b.o. in town under expec- 
tations. ‘Drums,’ which has had long 
build-up starting with swank pre- 
view early in fall, is leading with 
‘Hard to Get’ second. 

Keith’s went to town on ‘A Man to 
Remember,’ selling it as the surprise 
pic of the year. Result was expected 
light opening but a steady build 
— should give at least average 
take. 








Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Drums’ (UA) and vaude. Lengthy 
build-up shoving it into lead over 
light opposition with passable $17,000. 
Last week, ‘My Heart’ (UA) dropped 
to weak $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40) — 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
on mainstem after oke stay at Capi- 
tol and shooting at good $6,000 for 
eight days. Last week, ‘Around Cor- 
ner’ (20th) (2d run) slipped to light 
$3,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66) — 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and vaude. Dick 
Foran p.a. some help, but week won’t 
beat $15,000, all right. Last week, 
‘Angels’ (WB) dropped to still good 
$18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘Man 
Remember’ (RKO). Critics raves 
and hold-over of ‘Ferdinand’ will 
carry pic to at least average $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) 
thanked ‘Ferdinand’ and ‘March of 
Time’ for most of $5,800. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40) — ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) (2d run). Return after 
okay stay at Earle, sizes up to $4,500, 
average. Last week, ‘Girls’ School’ 
(Col) got by with $3,700. 

Palace ( w) (2,242; 35-55) — 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
$9,000. Last week same pic built 
over expectations to good $17,000. 





‘Heart’-‘Guys’ $6,500, 
Coiman 5'4G; Port. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 6, 

‘Young in Heart’ opened to a ter- 
rific play at Parker’s Broadway and 
will hold. ‘If I Were King’ is also 
socko at the Paramount. Orpheum 
held ‘Ferdinand, the Bull’ for a sec- 
ond week, although changing its fea- 
ture pix. ‘Ferdinand’ short is a biz- 
getter, 

After going legit for two days with 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, the Rivoli has 


a second week of ‘Assassin of Youth.’ 
This pic about the marihuana evil 


| tripled that house’s normal biz in its 


first week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 


40)—‘Young Heart’ (UA) and ‘Little 
Tough Guys’ (U). Answered to ad- 
vance exploitation for strong $6,500 
and may hold. Last week, ‘Cowboy 
and Lady’ (UA) closed an okay sec- 
ond week for $4,500 after big $8,300 
first week, 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) 
(8th week). Still going well with 
$2.200. Seventh week boosted by 
Thanksgiving to swell $3,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.800: 30-35-40) —Thanks for Mem- 
ory’ (Par) and ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par). 
Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Around Cor- 
ner’ (20th) and ‘Girls’ School’ (Col), 
$5.000, nice. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000; 30-35-40 )—If King’ (Par) and 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO). Well ex- 
pleited and heading for okay $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) 
and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th). Fair $4,800. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—“‘As- 
sassin of Youth’ (Indie) and ‘Num- 
bered Women’ (Indie) (2d week). 
Continues to pile up big returns for 
this house at $2,500. First week 
tripled normal biz with $4,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘His Ex- 
citing Night’ (WB). Second week 
fine $4.000. First week closed for 
strong $5,200. 


‘Gladiator’ -Blackstone 
146, Balto; ‘Heart,’ 
Vaude Steady $13,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 6. 
Spotty doings here. Two houses 
utilized flesh out in front by wide 


margin over rest of downtowners. 
Hipp, giving magic show of Black- 
stone plenty of bally in connection 
with showing of “The Gladiator’ and 
h.o. of Disney’s ‘Ferdinand,’ leading 
the parade, closely followed by 
Loew’s Century with ‘Young in 
Heart’ and stage flash headed by 
Ken Whitmer. 

Second pick-up expected for ‘An- 
gels With Dirty Faces’ at Stanley 
didn’t materialize with only consola- 
tion a fairish night-time play, but 
not enough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,090; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—"Young Heart’ (UA) 
and stage show headed bf Ken 
Whitmer. Maintaining a steady pace 
to okay $13,000. Last week est 
with Hardys’ (M-G), rosy $15,400 in 
spite of bad weather and snowed out 


Thanksgiving. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Gladiator’ (Col) 
lus Blackstone’s magic layout and 
.o. of Disney’s ‘Ferdinand.’ Getting 
town’s trade with bullish $14,000. 


Last week ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) 











‘Cant Take It $7,000, ‘Sonata’ 21,6, 
HO, Top Mpls.; ‘Waltz, ‘Hour’ Off 





Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
Pre-Christmas doldrums continue 
here, and box office statements for 
the most part are telling sad stories. 
Exceptions, however, are two of the 


hold-overs—‘You Can’t Take It With 
You’ and ‘Moonlight Sonata,’ at the 
Orpheum and World, respectively. 

wo strong newcomers, ‘Shining 
Hour’ and ‘Great Waltz,’ are not get- 
ting the attention they merit. Heav- 
ily exploited and highly praised, 
‘Great Waltz’ is an especial box-office 
disappointment. 

Sonja Henie and her ‘Hollywood 
Ice Follies,’ attracting 5,000 people 
nightly for three nights at the Arena, 
was devastating week-end opposition. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th) and ‘Adven- 
tures in Sahara’ (Col), split with 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) and ‘Last Ex- 
press’ (U), both dual first runs. 
Headed for satisfactory $1,600. Last 
week, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) 
and ‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO), good 


$1,700. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). Has 
had swell exploitation and critics’ 


approval. Box office response, how 





800. Last week, ‘Girls School’ (Col) 














ever, leaves much to be desired. At 





$6,000, fair. Last week, ‘Miss Man- 
ton’ (RKO) light $3,200. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB). Looks like 
ning | good $2,500. Last week ‘Lis- 
ten, Darling’ (M-G), mild $2,200. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) —Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d 
week). Reviewers gushed over this 
one, and word-of-mouth boosting is 
a great box office asset. Good 
$7,000 in prospect on heels of fine 
$12,200 first week. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Off to slow 
start which should wind up with $5,- 
800, not so forte for this house and 
this pic. Last week, ‘Sisters’ (WB), 
$4,800, light. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25)—‘Strange 
Adventures’ (Indie) (3d week). Still 
hitting the box office target and en 
route to satisfactory $800. Last week, 
$1,000, fine after very big $1,800 first 
week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Four Daughters’ (WB). First neigh- 
borhood showing indicates fairly 
good $2,700. Last week, “Too Hot to 
Handle’ (M-G) $3,200, good. 
~ World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40)— 
‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Indie) (2d week). 
Ideal type of attraction for this car- 





riage-trade house, and big $2,500 in 
prospect. First week, $3,000, great. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..........$1,397,700 
(Based on 24 cities, 158 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 24 cities, 170 theatres) 











and Major Bowes’ stage unit couldn’t 
get into the right groove on $11,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Thanks for Memory’ 
(Par). Opens tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) after n.g. session of ‘Hard to 
Get’ (WB) to $3,360. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Opens to- 
morrow (Wednesday) after mild do- 
ings for ‘Around Corner’:at $4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Angels’ (WB) (2d wk). Not 
catching on in manner expected with 
yrs indicated. Opener spotty at 


MEMORY -WEBB 
BIG $11,500, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 

Town blossoms out with an extra 
stage attraction with Chick Webb's 
band at the Newman to offer direct 
competition to the usual stage show 
at the Tower, represented currently 
by Buddy Rogers and crew. Both 
spots doing okay. 

Straight film houses seeing biz in 
a medium vein, ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ at the Orpheum being notable 
in a holdover week. 

Annual auto show closed an eight- 
day run Saturday (3) to a total at- 
tendance of around 75,000, at 40c. per 
head. Amateur talent show meant 
little as an attraction, and turnout 
was under that of past seasons. 

Vaude is temporarily established 
at the Newman as means of com- 
batting pre-holiday slump. WLS 
Barn Dance set for following week 
and flesh show figured for Christmas 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820; 1,200; 10-25-40 )—‘Service 
de Luxe’ (U). Opened in both spots 
Friday, and biz normal following up- 
set of Thanksgiving week. Film 
about par at combined take of $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) 
closed a nine-day run at $7,800 com- 
bined, average. - 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Young Heart’ (UA) and ‘Flirting 
with Fate’ (M-G). Only dual bill 
among first runs. Pair fair at $10,- 
500, somewhat off from past few 
weeks. Last week, ‘Out West with 
the Hardy’s’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure 
in Sahara’ (Col), $16,000, good. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-35-55) —"Thanks for Memory’ 
(Par) and vaude, with Chick Webb 
and Ella Fitzgerald. Upped prices 
not stopping jitterbugs, and $11,500 
grand figure. Last week, ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) soloed to neat $6,000 
for its second week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Angels’ (WB) (2d week). Current 
$5,300 combined with first week’s 
$10,000 the tops here. 

Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-35-55) —‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) 
with Buddy Rogers band on stage. 
Better than usal at $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Campus Confessions’ (Par) 
with Bernie Cummins band on stage 
held eight days with Thanksgiving 
opening for $10,000. 


K-W Confab Dec. 15 


The Kincey-Wilby circuit is plan- 
ning a get-together of all its forces 
at Winston-Salem, N. C., Dec. 15, 
which will be more in the nature of 
an opportunity to get acquainted 
than for purely business reasons. 

Having declared bonuses in the 
past to all employees, similar action 


may be announced at the coming 
affair. 

















Burr’s Prod. Comeback 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
After a two-year layoff, C. C. Burr 
returned to indie production with 
‘Code of the Fearless,’ a Fred Scott 
musical western for Atlas release. 
Troupe returned yesterday (Mon- 
day) to International studio after 





shooting exteriors near San Jose. 
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‘Can't Take It’ H.0.-Ferdinand’ Top 
Frisco, 14G; ‘Citadel 


Dual $13,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 6. 

Prospects aren’t so forte on the 
main stem this week, biz slowing up 
considerably on account of first win. 
ter rains and the approaching holi- 
days. Natives are concentrating on 
shopping, which was delayed be. 
cause of the department store strike 


which threw pickets around the 
stores for a long spell. Strike was 
called off just a short time ago. 

Only new pictures in the burg’s 
major houses are ‘Citadel’ and 
‘Spring Madness’ at the Paramount, 
‘Say It in French’ and ‘Illegal Traf- 
fic’ at the Warfield, and ‘Service De 
Luxe’ at the Golden Gate. ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ now in its 
third week at the Orpheum, and 
‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ a hold- 
over at the Fox, are doing well 
enough not to warrant any alibis. 
‘Cowboy and the Lady’ is still play- 
ing to profitable biz at the United 
Artists Theatre. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘Listen, Darling’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Although biz has 
slid off considerably at the Fox this 
week after socko gross on the initial 
stint, can’t complain of $12,000, 
which is fine on a holdover. Last 
week cashed in big at $24,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Service de Luxe’ (U), with Uke- 
lele Ike (Cliff Edwards) heading the 
vaudeville show. Clicking off regu- 
lar $12,000, not so good considering 
product. Last week ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ 
(RKO) and vaudeville slid below 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3d wk) and 
‘Ferdinand, the Bull’ (RKO). Having 
a remarkable run here. Picked up 
‘Ferdinand, the Bull’ after it ran a 
single stanza at the Golden Gate, 
opposish house. Marvelous $14,000, 
Last week cheerful $15,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G). Everything consid- 
ered, $13,000 isn’t bad. Last week 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Down 
on Farm’ (20th) slid to $12,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Down on Farm’ (20th) moved over 
from the Paramount. Heading for 
$4,500, which is below average. Last 
week ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘King 
Alcatraz’ (Pa) (2d wk) managed to 
take fair $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—"Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
(3d wk). Holding up very well, 
and the take of $5,500 is satisfactory. 
Last week, tiptop $8,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Say It in French’ (Par) and ‘Ille- 
gal Traffic’ (Par). Sledding plenty 
tough at $7,500, new low for the 
house, Last week ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par) got $14,000, disappointing for 
product of this type. 


NO BUFF. YULE SLUMP; 
HORROR DUAL $12,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
Current week is the first test as to 
whether campaign of downtown 


merchants to attract Christmas shop- 
pers will react on box offices. An- 
swer seems to be that theatres are 
getting their share of the business 
which is being brought into the 
downtown section both days and 
nights. In view of this additional 
campaign of downtown merchants 
for permanent Saturday night open- 
— takes on importance for thea- 
es, 

The Century with its dual horror 
program is shooting at the best com- 
parative gross of the week. Buffalo 
is okay, although the Bowes unit is 
attracting less than usual attention. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and Bowes unit. 
Ams usuall good for top-shelf busi- 
ness, but despite favorable notices 
this one is slipping toward mild 
$13,000. Last week ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) drew good $13,500, eight days. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U). Looks like great $12,000. Last 
week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) very 
satisfactory $7,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Brother Rat’ (WB). So-so $8,000. 
Last week ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA), 
nice $11,500, nine days. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 
‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB). Am- 
bling at weak $5,000 gait. Last week 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run) drove 
gross up to swell $9,300, nine days. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘His Excit- 
ing Night’ (U). Down, but still okay 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Little Tough 
Guys’ (U) and ‘Last Express’ (U), 
fine $9,500. 
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‘Angels’ H. 0.-Boles $32,000, Top Chi: 
Secrets -Lola Lane $19,000, ‘Cowboy’ 
Fine $16,000, Stablemates OK 156 





—————= 





Chicago, Dec. 6. 

James Cagney and Pat O’Brien 
combo in ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 
topped everything in town last week 
and for that reason are holding over 
currently at the big Chicago for an- 
other healthy gross. Stage show is 
shifted with John Boles brought in 
to headline. Personal is adding con- 
siderable strength to the h.o., par- 
ticularly for the heightened femme 

rength. 
the other side of the fence is 
the Palace, where business is again 
on the wilt. ‘Boys Town’ unit on 
the stage is gathering in the matron 
and older crowd, but doesn’t seem 
to carry much weight with the 
young hand-holders. However, the 
pic ‘Man to Remember’ is drawing 
rave notices in the papers and may 
build the b.o. toward end of the 
week. 

After two weeks in the United 
Artists ‘Great Waltz’ moved over to 
the Apollo for additional looping, 
being replaced in the UA by ‘Cow- 
boy and the Lady’ on Saturday (3). 
‘Men with Wings’ continues at the 
Garrick for a third week in the 


loop. 

Setnsitel is perking. Lola Lane on 
the stage accounting for some coin 
with ‘Secrets of an Actress’ also aid- 
ing the general heightened tempo, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Great Waltz’ (M-G). Moved here 
from United Artists and looks for 
$6,000, good. Last week ‘Around 
Corner’ (20th) fair $5,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Angels’ (WB) (2d wk.) and stage 
show. John Boles on stage helping 
second session of the picture, which 
has come through as a real. box- 
office item. Turning in a bang-up 
$32,000 following a powerful 900 
last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Men Wings’ (Par). Making it the 
third week in the loop, and will 

arner okay $4,500 after surprising 
$5,900 last week, 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Secrets of Actress’ (WB) and 
vaude. Lola Lane on stage as b.o. 
stimulator. Hiking the take cur- 
rently to better than $19,000, fine. 
Last week ‘Road to Reno’ (U) was 
good enough at $16,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
~— Man Remember’ (RKO) and 
*Boys Town’ unit on stage. Picture 
getting excellent reviews and may 
build later in session. Indications 
not auspicious, however, and not 
more than $14,000 sighted. Last 
week Diz Dean p.a. was another 
nosedive item, and with ‘Hard to 
sien slumped the gross to sad 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) — ‘Stablemates’ (M-G). Will 
gg through with a zippy $15,000 
or the first session, though title is 
keeping some of the femmes away. 
Last week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) 
faded in second week to so-so $7,600. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Cowboy and 
(UA). Opened Satur (3); looks 
for fine $16,000 on its initial gallop. 

st week ‘Waltz’ (M-G) slowed 
quickly in second half of fortnight 
to finish with fair enough $10,800, 


‘Can’t Take It’ Takes 
Big $5,000, Lincoln; 
‘Waltz,’ ‘Hour’ Tepid 


Lincoln, Dec. 6. 

Not all the money is being saved 
fround here for Xmas shopping. 
Varsity, where ‘Can't Take It’ (Col 
is making a belated appearance, is 
piling up the currency at a merry 
rate with $5,000 or better the first 
week, fanciest gate since NTI took 
it over. It's a cinch for a second 
stanza. 

Other houses taking it very light- 
ly, ‘Great Waltz’ so-soi at the 
Stuart; ‘Shining Hour’ likwise at the 
Lincoln; ditto ‘Campus Confessions’ 
at the Orpheum. Liberty, a J. H. 
Cooper house until Dec. 11, is being 
dualled and thrice split to burn out 
some action product before it loses 
the Cooper tag. Set to open Jan 1, 
or thereabouts, for T. B. Noble's 

I string. Kiva is dark and stays 
So until Xmas or New Year's. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Gun Packer’ (Mono) 
and ‘Wanted by Police’ (Mono), 
Split with ‘Desperate Adventure’ 
(Rep) and ‘West Santa Fe’ (Col). 
All right $900. Last week ‘Gold 
Mine’ (Rep) and ‘Night Hawk’ (Rep) 
Split with ‘Overland Stage Raiders’ 
(Col) and ‘Crime Over London’ 
(GB) fair $800. 

Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1.200; 10- 
15)—‘Brothers of West’ (Vic) and 
‘Marriage Business’ (RKO), 2 days; 
Strange Faces’ (U) and ‘His Ex- 
citing Night’ (U), 2 days, and ‘Pride 








vr 


(20th), 4 days. Might hit $1,000, good. 
Last week ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par) and ‘Prairie Justice’ (U) split 
with ‘Sharpshooters’ (20th) and 
‘Sons of Legion’ (Par) light $815. 
Cooper was to have lost Liberty (1), 
but will now hold until Dec. 11. 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
‘Down on Farm’ (20th). Above 
average $2,700 in sight. Last week 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U) slowed to $2,700, but all 
right. 

Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1,350; 
10-15-20-25) —‘Campus Confessions’ 
(Par) and ‘Youth Takes Fling’ (U). 
Just fair, $900. Last week, ‘If King’ 
(Par) held over three days from 
Stuart, split with ‘Five of Kind’ 
(20th) $900, light. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). Pulled 
after fourth day when a so-so $1,800 
was in the till. ‘West with Hardys’ 
(M-G) subbing for 10 days. Looks 
like good $5,000 on the stretch. 
Last week ‘Cowboy and-Lady (UA) 
was a humdinger at $4,600. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). Aiming 
for a glorious $5.000, biggest for the 
house under present management. 
Last week ‘Down in Arkansas’ (Rep) 
and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col) slimmish 
$1,500. 


‘Annabel’ -Gypsy 
$13,500 in Indpls.; 
Hardy’ 1.0. 6146 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 


With the temporary closing of the 
Circle for three weeks for repairs, 
one of the first-runs is eliminated 
and the other downtown houses are 
garnering extra coin accordingly. 

‘Out West with the Hardys,’ aided 
by ‘Ferdinand, the Bull,” is showing 
powerhouse strength at Loew’s even 
in its second week after turning In 
a socko gross the first stanza. With 
its first spot week stage show book- 
ing of the year, the Indiana is click- 
ing off a healthy take on ‘Annabel 
Takes a Tour’ and the Gypsy Rose 
Lee vaude unit. 

Roger Pryor and his orchestra, 
linked with ‘Comet Over Broadway, 
are enabling the Lyric, regular vaud- 
film house, to hold its own with a 
satisfactory figure. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apelle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. 
Doodle’ (RKO). Former pic given 
strong billing and garnered more 
attention than the Penner film. Re- 
sults okay at $4,000. Last week re- 
vival of ‘Walking Dead’ (WB) and 
‘White Zombie’ (Sup) n.s.h. $2,100. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Annabel Takes Tour’ (RKO) 
and Gypsy Rose Lee unit on stage. 
Latter given big build-up here be- 
cause of the widespread publicity 
she received when she played here 
in Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies.’ Good $13,500, 
although net profit may not be high, 
due to heavy nut occasioned by cost 
of spot week booking of stage unit. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘West With Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Ad- 
venture in Sahara’ (Col) plus, ‘Ferdi- 
nand’ (2d wk). Plenty in black at 
$6,500. Last week also was lots of 
money in the bank with socko $12,- 
100. 








‘Comet Over Broadway’ (WB) and 
Roger Pryor’s orchestra on stage. 
Latter given all the billing. Okay 
$9,000. Last week ‘Nancy Drew 
(WB) and Herbie Kay band on stage 
finished to same figure. 


‘ANGELS’ GOOD 196 
IN S0-SO DETROIT 














Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— | ® 








Detroit, Dec. 6. 
Bad weekend weather no aid to 
beating usual pre-Xmas dent in local | 
boxoffices, but things could be a lot 
worse. 


Estimates for This Week 





Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Dark Rapture’) (U) plus ‘Road to) 
Reno’ (U), dual. Headed for good) 
$4,200. Last week okay $3,700 for 


run) and ‘Flight to Flame’ (Col), 
following beaucoup $5,900 first stan- 


Holiday’ (Col). 





of West’ (Par) and ‘Road Demons’ 


| Sailor’ 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) ‘2d week) (2d| ward $1,600, nice. 
za combined with ‘Crime aaa 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)—‘Sub | 
Patrol’ (20th) plus stage show. Not! 


First Ruas on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 8 
Astor—‘Pygmalion’ (MGM). 
Capitol—‘Out West with the 
Hardy’s’ (MGM). 

(Reviewed in Vanrtery, Nov. 23) 

Criterion—‘Storm Over Ben- 
gal’ (Rep). 
_ Globe—‘Secrets of a Nurse’ 
(U) (10), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 16) 

Music Hali—Dramatic School’ 
(MGM). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount—‘Thanks for the 
Memory’ (Par) (7). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 9) 

Rialto — ‘The Last Warning’ 
(U) (7). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Up the River’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy — “Thanks for Every- 
thing’ (20th) (9). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand — ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (3d wk). 

Week of Dec. 15 

Aster — ‘Pygmalion’ (MGM) 
(2d wk). 

Capitel—‘Out West with the 
Hardy’s’ (MGM) (2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Flirting with Fate’ 
(MGM), 

Music Hall—Dramatic School’ 
(MGM) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Artists and Mod- 
els Abroad’ (Par) (14). 

(Reviewed in Vantery, Nov. 2) 

Rivoli—‘Heart of the North’ 
(WB) (17). 

Roxy — ‘Thanks for Every- 
thing’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (4th wk). 











more than $15,000, poor. Last stanza 
nice $25,000 for ‘Just Around Corner’ 
(20th) and Horace Heidt band on 
stage. . 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—Dirty Faces’ (WB) plus 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB), dual. Paced for 
nice $19,000. Swell $21,000 last week 
for ‘If King’ (Par) and “Thanks for 
Memory’ (Par) on eight days. 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Mars Attacks World’ (U) plus 
‘Prison Train’ (Col), dual. Much- 
publicized Martian broadcast not 
helping U’s film version; looks like 
bad $5,200. Last week poor $4,000 
for ‘Girls on Probation’ (WB) and 
‘Old Mexico’ (Par). 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
50)—"West with Hardys’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Picking up okay $6,500 fol- 
lowing good $11,500 first stanza, Will 
pull out this Thursday (8). 


Omaha Converts Duals 
Into Trolers; Temple, 
Fling’ Mighty $12,500 


Omaha, Dec. &. 

Shirley Temple proved herself 
still one of this city’s favorites by 
drawing $12,500 at the O um in 
‘Just Around the Corner.’ Unseason- 
able weather has been hurting gen- 
eral business badly, and this was re- 
flected in b.o. takes. 

Manager Eddie Forester success- 
fully hypoed the Omaha’s gross by 
showing ‘Drums’ free at 10:30 a. m. 
and 11:45 p. m. daily to patrons of 
the reguiar dual bill. Orpheum’s 
Saturday night previewing of ‘Young 
Dr. Kildare, free to late patrons, 
helped slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Marie 
Antoinette’ (M-G), split with ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ (WB), ‘Room Service’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gateway’ (20th), tripler. 
Strong ending will get $2,300, nice. 
Last week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), split 
with ‘Crime Takes Holiday’ (Col). 
first run, ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and 
Joe f Objects’ (Col), tripler, $2,200, 


Brandeies (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Angels’ (WB) 
Aiming for $4,500, good. Last week, | 








$8,300, terrific, 
Omaha (Blank) (2.000; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Torchy Man’ | 


B way Hits a Lull: 


<== = 


‘Angels’-Lewis 
Fine $35,000 2d Week, Jessel Ups 
Citadel’ to 286, ‘French’-Basie 306 





The pre-Christmas slump is here, 
judging by the state of business on 
Broadway this week. Only two 
shows are providing any real action, 
the holdover of ‘Angels with Dirty 
Farces’ with Ted Lewis at the 
Strand and ‘Citadel’ on second-run 
at the State. Latter has George Jes- 
sel, Dixie Dunbar and Josephine 
Huston on the stage. With the ex- 
ception of ‘Sharpshooters’ at the 
secondary Globe, which is doing 
quite satisfactorily, the rest of the 
town ranges from disappointing to 
so poor that red is the answer in a 
couple spots. 


The powerful ‘Angels’-Lewis com- 
bination at the Strand, which soared 
to a mighty $52,000 on the first week, 
is pacing strongly for a_ possible 
$35,000 this week on the holdover. 
This is the street’s leader by many 
lengths. State is running second in 
highly respectable fashion, however, 
at a gait suggesting a probable $28,- 
000 with ‘Citadel’ and the vaude 
show headed by Jessel. There will 
be only one holdover from this 
week, the Strand. 


‘Say It in French’ and Count 
Basie, plus Buck and Bubbles and 
other acts, in originally for just 
one week, finished the stint last 
night (Tues.) at the Paramount at 
$30,000. This is a little profit, but 
represents the smallest first week 
for any show house has had in a 
long, long time. Par gross was aided 
by a jam session Monday night (5), 
which includei Benny Goodman, 
Cab Calloway and numerous others. 
House opens ‘Thanks for Memory’ 
today (Wed.) with Blue Barron 
band, Shirley Ross and Ken Murray. 


Into the red and for the first time 
over a long period for house is ‘Just 
Around the Corner,’ which won’t get 
the Roxy more than $28,000. Anoth- 
er that sinks into crimson is ‘Up the 
River,’ the possibilities for which 
stands at $8,500 tops at the Rivoli. 
House has obtained ‘Heart of the 
North’ from Warner Bros. and is 
dickering; also, for ‘Beachcombers,’ 
which Par is releasing in this coun- 
try. ‘Spring Madness,’ at the Cri- 
terion, may stretch to $6,000, but 
poor and unless nut is away down 
currently that also is carmine, 


Two holdovers which did good 
business on their initial weeks, but 
are sliding more than expected cur- 
rently are ‘Cowboy and Lady’ and 
‘Great Waltz’ at Music Hall and 
Capitol, respectively. Former hit 
$98,000 on the first week, slowing 
up a bit toward the end, and on the 
holdover will be about $71,000. 
‘Waltz,’ knocking out $34,000 on its 
first seven days, tumbles to $20,000 
or less, In both cases the two weeks 
méan good profit, however. 

Hall brings in ‘Dramatic School’ 
tomorrow (Thurs.), obtained from 
Metro, but has nothing set to follow 
as yet, while Cap ushers in ‘Out 
West With Hardys’ tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

‘Sharpshooters’ may surprise suf- 
ficiently to get $8,500 at the Globe, 
but won’t hold. Rialto, finishing a 
so-so week with ‘Shadows Over 
Shanghai’ yesterday (Tues.) at $5,500, 
— in ‘Last Warning’ in the eve- 

ng. 

Closing down Sunday night (4) 
after a forced run of 16 weeks, 
‘Marie Antoinette’ is succeeded at 
the Astor tonight (Wed.) by ‘Pyg- 
malion,’ which alters policy here 
from $2 top to a grind at a scale 
ranging from 25c to 65c. Premiere 
of ‘Pyg’ is for benefit of German 
refugee organizations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster. (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G), with benefit premiere 
tonight (Wed.), proceeds to go to 
relief of German refugees, inaugu- 
rates grind run tomorrow morning 








(2d wie), | (Thurs.). ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), getting 


$4,000 on its final week, had a run 
here of 16 weeks at a $2 top. 

Capitel (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (2d-final week). 


(WB), with extra showing at open- Off on holdover to $20,000 but o. k. 
ing and closing daily ie ‘Drums’ | Profit after tye A first week of 


(UA) at no extra charge. Nice $8,500. 
Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and | 
‘Mysterious Moto’ (20th). $7,800. fair. | 


$34,000. ‘Out est with Hardys’ 
(M-G) tomorrow (Thurs. ). 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Spring 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | Madness’ (M-G). No dice, $6,000 or 


— ‘Around Corner’ (20th) and ‘Youth | 


ess. 


Last week, ‘Listen, Darling’ 


Takes Fling’ (U). Saturday midnight ‘M-G) topped $8,000, rather good. 


show of ‘Young Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) | 
free to last show patrons. 
$12,500, exceptional. Last 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Ex- 


Paced at} Shooters’ (Col). 
week | pectations and may get to $8,500, 


Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Sharp- 


Opened above ex- 


good. Last week, ‘Crime Takes Holi- 


posed’ (U). $12,200, socko. | day” (Col) slumped toward the end, 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) | $7,000, but all right. 


—‘Renegade Ranger’ (RKO), ‘One! 
Wild Night’ (20th) and ‘Going Rich’ 
20th), first-run tripler, split with 
‘Santa Fe Stampede’ (Rep), first run, 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and ‘Give Me 
(Par), tripler. Aiming to- 
Last week ‘Law 
of Texans’ (Col), ‘Crime Ring’ 
(RKO) and ‘Kentucky Home’ (Mon), 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col), first run, ‘Miss- 
ing Guest’ (U) and ‘Sing Sinners’ 
(Par) tripler, $1,500, good. 


Palace ‘1.700: 25-35-55)—‘Mad Miss 
Manton’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Next 
'Time I Marry’ (RKO) (lst run), 
dualed. This combination far from 
dynamite, probably only around $7,- 
| 500. Last week, ‘Certain Age’ (U) 
| and ‘Man to Remember’ (RKO), both 
| 2d run, $9,500 on eight days. 
| Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )—- 
i ‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and, on 
| stage, Blue Barron orchestra, Shirley 
Ross and Ken Murray, opens today 
| (Wed.). Single week behind for ‘Say 





It in French’ (Par) and Count Basie, 
$30,000, lowest scored here in long 
time on a first seven days but some 
profit. In ahead, second week of ‘Ark 
Traveler’ (Par) and Larry Clinton, 
$31,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)--‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) and stage show  (2d-final 
week). Went to $98,000 the first 
week, tapering a little at finish but 
very good and on holdover is con- 
siderably under hopes at $71,000 
though profitable. ‘Dramatic School’ 
(M-G) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Last Warn- 
ing’ (U). Brought in here last night 
(Tues.) after week of ‘Shadows Over 
Shanghai’ (GN) at $5,500, mild. ‘West 
of Tombstone’ (RKO) on 6% days 
got $5,700. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘Up 
River’ (20th). Going very slow and 
no more than $8,500 tops indicated, 
red. Last week, second for “Tough 


Guys’ (U), also a dodo, around 
$4,000. 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Just 


Around Corner’ (20th) and stage 
show. Temple’s latest a bust here, 
$28,000 maximum, which is crimson, 
Last week on holdover of ‘Sub Pa- 
trol’ (20th), business dipped unex- 
pectedly toward end to $27,000 but 
some profit. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Angels” 
(WB) and, on stage, Ted Lewis band 
(2d week). Pushing through to a 
smash $52,000 on the first week, this 
show is maintaining fine strength on 
the holdover for a possible $35,000 
and again holds. 

State (3,450;° 35-55-75)—‘Citadel’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and vaude headed 
by George Jessel, Dixie Dunbar and 
Josephine Huston. A real spurt in 
business here over a few recent 
weeks will take gross to possible 
$28,000, very good. Last week, ‘If I 
Were King’ (Par) (2d run) and Jack 
Denny orchestra, $20,000, fair. 


H.0.5 HOLD HUB; 
TEMPLE DUAL 
206, 2 SPOTS 


Boston, Dec. 6. 

Big week of holdovers here. ‘Ciia- 
del,’ ‘Angels’ and ‘Drums’ all good 
for second weeks, with ‘Drums’ aim- 
ing for third stanza at the Memorial, 
‘Just Around the Corner,’ only new 
film in town, with ‘Arrest Bulldog 
Drummond’ on same bill at the Par 
and Fenway, is ie all right. 

First indications of Xmas shoppin 
dent in biz was felt Saturday (3 
matinee. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). Looks 

ood for $9,000. Last week ‘Suez’ 
20th) and “‘Torchy Man’ (WB) (2d 
run), okay $7,100. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Swin 
Cheer’ (U) (2d wk). Aiming towar 
okay $16,500, after dandy $21,000 first 
week. Possible third week for 
‘Drums, with new co-feature. Dis- 
ney’s ‘Ferdinand’ getting credit for 
some of the take. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55 \—‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘Down on 
Farm’ (20th) (2d wk). Headed to- 
wards good $16,000. Last week same 
same bill tallied dandy $20,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55) — ‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Will take around 
ey very good. First week smash, 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35-40- 








55)—Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). Hitting 
handsome $11,000 gait. Last week 


‘Suez’ (20th) and “‘Torchy Man’ (WB) 
$10,300, good. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—I Stand Accused’ (Par) (ist run) 


and ‘Suez’ (20th) (3d run) Okay 
$6,000 pace. Last week ‘Hard to 
Get’ (WB) and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par) 


(2d run) fair $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
(2d wk). Will take around $10,000, 
good. First week dandy $17,000. 


New Indie Gets Going 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

New indie producing outfit, Com- 
modore Pictures, mcved into Gen- 
eral Service studio and prepared to 
start shooting around Jan. 1. 

Samuel Bronstein heads the com- 
pany, D. Freshwater, v.p., and Mel 
Abbott, production manager, 
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Pitt’s Xmas-Minded, but Rat’ 18146, 


‘Sub $7,800, 


‘Angels’ H.O. $8,000 *: 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 

Downtown crowded with holiday 
buyers and they’re showing as much 
care in buying entertainment as 
with Yule presents. Result is spotty 
biz. Head and shoulders above field 
is ‘Brother Rat’ at the Penn, swing- 
ing into line fast after slow start 
and likely to get a second week at 
Warner. At latter spot, ‘Angels 
With Dirty Faces’ is knocking off 
great session after big week at the 
Penn. é ; . 

‘Submarine Patrol’s is doing nice- 
lv at the Alvin and may possibly 
stick for second week at Senator, 
though that isn’t definitely set yet. 
Stanley disappointing with “Young 
Dr. Kildare’ and Duke Ellington, de- 
spite fine notices. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris). (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Sweeping 
nod from the cricks and holding up 
nicely, pointing to favorable $7,800. 
Under ordinary circumstances, that’s 
not h.o. biz here, but with Harris 
new set-up (another downtown first- 
runner at Senator) film may move 
for second week. Not certain, how- 
ever. Last week ‘Around Corner 
(20th) yanked after six days to mis- 

rable $5,700. 

Semen (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—'Down on Farm’ (20th) and ‘Se- 
crets of Nurse’ (U). House has run 
into serious product difficulties and 
marking time until the upper brack- 
et of its splits with U and 20th come 
along. Doubtful if current dual will 
pass $2,200, pretty bad. Last week 
‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) out in six 
days to under $3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Over big, 
with $18,500, good enough to get it 
a second week at the Warner. Last 
week ‘Angels’ (WB), $19,000 in eight 
days and h.o. at Warner. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) and ‘Storm’ 
(U). Burg’s latest first-runner knows 
by now it’s going to have tough 
sledding getting ‘em down at far end 
of town. Headed for bad $2,000. 
Opening stanza, with ‘Service De 
Luxe’ (U) and John Boles doing a 
personal, was caught in middle of 
worst weather break in years, and 
finished miserably at $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and Duke El- 
lington. Not delivering at $15,000, 
which means red here. Last week 
Roger Pryor-Maxine Sullivan-Dick 
Foran-Ann Miller stage setup hiked 
‘My Heart’ (UA) to nice $19,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
*Angels’ (WB) on moveover from 
Penn. Heading for swell $8,000, best 
here in some time. Last week ‘Man 
Remember’ (RKO) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), $3,600 in eight days, 
pretty bad. 


HE Employees Hypo 
Seattle Biz; ‘Angels’ 





$8,500, Others Okay|.. 





Seattle, Dec. 6. 
Employees of Hamrick-Evergreen 
theatres busy selling ‘employees 





ood will’ ducats to boost take dur- 

g the two weeks prior to Xmas. 
This is expected to help biz mate- 
rially that period, wi $50 cash 
prize for top seller and minor prizes 
urging the drummers on. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) 
and ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Sec- 
ond week here after two prior ses- 
sions at the Fifth avenue. Hitting 
$2,300, good. Last week same films 
garnered big $3,400. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Algiers’ (UA) and 
*“Blockheads’ (M-G). On four-day 
stretch, $2,900, okay. Last week 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Booloo’ 
(Par), nine days, $4,000, good. 

’ Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Renegade Ranger’ (RKO) and 
‘Crime Over London’ (GB), dual, 
split with ‘Dick Tracy’ (Rep), three 
instalments of serial combined to 
make feature length, and ‘West of 
Santa Fe’ (Col), dual. All right $2,- 
000 in sight. Last week ‘Mars At- 
tacks World’ (U) and ‘Missing 
Guest’ (U), $2,500, big. 

Fifth Avenue  (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42) — ‘Young 
Heart’ (UA) and ‘Service de Luxe’ 
(U). Big campaign, which included 
preview at midnight jamboree at 
Orpheum recently for ‘Heart,’ is 
putting $8,000 in the strong box, 10 
days. Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M- 
G) and ‘Road Demon’ (20th), nice 
at $7,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
*‘Drums’ (UA) (3d wk). Heading for 
ey good, Last week, same film, 


Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Shining Hour’ (M- 
G) and ‘Road Demon’ (206th). 
Brought over from Fifth Avenue 


week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Swing Cheer’ (U), good $3,000. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Angels’ (WB) and 
‘Meet Girls’ (20th). Great $8,500 in 
store. Last week ‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO), $4,- 
300, slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 16-27- 
37-42 )—‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono) and 
vaude. Very big $6,000 indicated. 
Last week ‘Flight Into Nowhere’ 
(Col) and ‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep: 
with Major Bowes’ cowboy unit on 
stage, big at $5,400. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘If King’ (Par) 
plus ‘Ferdinand.’ Eight days on h.o, 
stanza plugging toward okay $4,700. 
Last week, same films, $9,000, great. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Mayerling’ (Indie). After two en- 
gagements at the ‘foreigner’ Mont- 
lake theatre, this one came down- 
town for a week, and cleaned up a 
great $3,000. Last week ‘Breaking 
Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Give Me Sailor’ 
(Par), $2,300, good. 


‘Sub’ Dual $9,000, 
Burns- Bulldog’ 
1G, Prov. Bright 


Providence, Dec. 6. 

Return of warmer weather bright- 
ening main-stemmers’ prospects for 
slightly better average takes. Dual 
revival of ‘Star of Midnight’ and 
‘Lost Patrol’ at Albee doing fairly 
well. ‘Young in Heart’ at State and 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ at Strand hold- 
ing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Star of Midnight’ (Col) and ‘Lost 
Patrol’ (RKO) (revivals). Holding 
promise of only fair $4,800. Last 
week, ‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and 
‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO), so-so 
$5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-35- 








50)—‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Man’ (WB) (2d run). Pacing for 
nice $5,000. Last week, ‘Shining 
Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Listen, Darling’ 


(M-G) (2d run), held for swell 
$6,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and vaude. Go- 
ing along nicely and should wind 
with fine $7,000. Last week, ‘Down 
on Farm’ (20th) and vaude, satisfac- 
tory $6,800. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Young Heart’ (UA) and ‘Flirting 
Fate’ (M-G). Not as strong as pre- 
vious weeks, but paced at nice $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Out West’ (M-G) 
ond <r Burea’ (GN) drew swell 


Majestic (Fay) (2,300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Road De- 
mon’ (20th). Aiming for hefty $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Angels’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) drew swell 
$10,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par). Helping 
house to hold own with peppy $7,- 

. Last week, ‘Men Wings’ (Par) 
closed with nifty $8,000. 


‘Wings’ $8,000, ‘Cowboy’ 








Montreal, Dec. 6. 
Palace is getting plenty wicket- 
clicking currently and may come out 
with excellent $8,000 on ‘Men With 
Wings’ despite increasing Xmas win- 
dow-shopping. Balance of first-runs 
will hardly top $5,000 in any case 
with Yule doldrums in sight. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Men Wings’ (Par). Pointing toward 
good $8,000. Repeat of ‘If King’ 
(Par) last week fair enough at 


$4,500. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Suez’ (20th) (2d wk). Heading for 
good $4,800 after very good $7,500 
last session. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40)— 
‘Service de Luxe’ (U) and vaude. 
Slipping at $5,000. Nice $6,800 last 
week on ‘Man Remember’ (RKO) 
and Hollywood Laff Parade unit. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Garden of Moon’ (WB) and ‘Racket 
Busters’ (WB). Put in day ahead of 
time after ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 
stein’ (both U) were yanked. Will 
be middling at $3,800. Horrors last 
be 9g flopped at $2,000 on repeater 


ses 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA). Packing 
‘em in for very satisfactory $3.500. 
Third session of ‘Young Heart’ (UA) 





and ambling toward fair $2,400. Last 








and ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) 


$3,500, Montreal Dull 


yanked next-to-last day last week 
after very weak $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—'Pipi le Moko.’ Gait of 
$2,000 at best. Last week’s repeat 
of ‘La Tragedie Imperiale’ poor $1,- 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—’La Mort du Cygne’ and ‘Les 
Pirates du Rail’ dual. Off at $4,000. 
Last week ‘Prison aux Barreaux’ and 
‘Etes-Vous Jalouse,’ n.s.g. $3,500. 


HEART DUAL 








Louisville, Dec. 6. 

Newcomers this week will hardly 
start any cheering, although Xmas 
drop-off is not yet noticeable. Mild 
weather is keeping folks on the 
street and in the stores, but the prin- 
cipal cause of the current b. o. leth- 
argy is lack of potent product. 
Holdovers at the Brown and Mary 
Anderson are showing some strength, 
and of the new pics, ‘Young in Heart’ 
at Loew’s State promises to lead the 
town, 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) (1,- 
000; 15-30-40)—‘West with Hardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘Adventure in Sahara’ 
(Col). Turned in profitable stanza 
at Loew’s State, and should do nicely 
here on moveover. Aiming toward 
$1,900. Last week, ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blondie’ (Col) fair $2,200 
on h. o. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Four Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Room 
Service’ (RKO). Shaping up strong- 
ly toward okay $1,800. Last week, 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Hold Co-Ed’ 
(20th) ample $1,700. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—"Young Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Flirting with Fate’ (Col). Paced 
for okay $7,500, best gross in town 
currently. Last week, ‘West with 
Hardy’s’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure in 
Sahara’ (Col) smacked through for 
resounding $11,000, and moveover. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Angels’ (WB). Still gooa 
enough on h. o. to brir,;’ in fair $2,- 
800 after first week’s sweet $6,000. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Man’s 
Castle’ (Col) and ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(WB) split with ‘Love, Honor’ (WB) 
and ‘Jezebel’ (WB). Picking up 
some of the drop-in trade off the 
main stem, and heading for satisfac- 
tory $1,500. Last week, ‘College 
Swing’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), 
split with ‘Blondes at Work’ (WB) 
and ‘Met My Love Again’ (UA), 
healthy $1,600. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave ).(3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Road Demon’ (20th). Combo lack- 
ing marquee names, and draw just 
so-so. Indications of $4,800, maybe a 
little more. Last week, ‘If King’ 
(Par) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par) under expectations at $6,500. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15-30- 
40)—‘Storm’ (U) and ‘Exposed’ (U). 
Headed for below average $2,400. 
Last week. ‘Thanks for Memory’ 
‘ aa and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), mild 


‘HARDYS’ $16,000, CINCY; 
‘HARD GET’-HEIDT 156 


’ Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
_Trade holding up okay for this pre- 
Xmas shopping period. Palace is 
raking up one of the burg’s best 
marks for several weeks on ‘Out 
West with Hardys.’ Albee is doing 
okay with ‘Cowboy and Lady,’ and 
the Shubert is registering its biggest 
vaudfilm season’s take on ‘Hard to 

Get’ and Horace Heidt’s Brigadiers. 
es ee floperoo of the year was 
‘Thanks for the Memory.’ It was 
pulled by Keith’s after a miserable 
three-day showing, although favored 
by wonderful notices and extra ad- 
vertising. House shoved in ‘Shining 
Hour’ for a second run. Also on the 
red side currently is the Lyric’s 

tussle with ‘A Man to Remember.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Cow- 

per, and a cn. be $11,500. 

week, ‘Shinin our’ (M- 
fair $10,000, re 
; Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
Angels’ (WB) (2d run). N.s.g. $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
(2d run), fine $6,000, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Lawless Valley’ (RKO), ‘Last Ex- 
press’ (U), ‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep), 
separate. Normal $2,100. Same last 
week on ‘Man from Music Mountain’ 
(Rep), ‘Illicit Traffic’ (Par), and 
‘Sons of Legion’ (Par), singly. 

: Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
Brother Rat’ (WB) (3d run). Fair 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G) (2d run) poor $2,500. 

, Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 35-42)— 
Thanks for Memory’ (RKO) Jerkec 
after third day when extra adver- 
tising and rave reviews fetched only 
$800 for that period, which comes 
nigh being a worst-ever first half for 
this house. ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
(2d run) rushed in Sunday (4) for 
= Fie which will fetch around 


Lyrie (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—'Man 
Remember’ (RKO). Sorry $2,400 











$7,900, L'VILLE 


Hardys’ $1700, Philly; ‘Cowboy, fF 
‘Angel’ H.0.s OK; Duals Coming? 





and will be yanked after sixth day. 
Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) very good 


$5,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)—‘West 


with Hardys’ (M-G). Socko $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Angels’ (WB), big 
$14,000. 


Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 35-40-60)— 
\‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and Horace 
| Heidt band. Heidt tossing in a jit- 
terbug dance contest on last per- 
formance Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday nights, with $100 in cash 
prizes. Best take so far this season 
on vaudfilm, $15,500. Last week, ‘Lis- 
ten. ‘Darling’ (M-G) and Count 
Berni Vici’s unit, pleasing $11,500. 


NIX PRICE CUTS 
EVEN UNTIL 
XMAS 


—-—» 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 

Distributers sounded warning here 
last week that they will brook no 
attempt to slash admission scales 
during slow pre-holiday season when 
they clamped down a virtual boycott 
on indie-owned State in downtown 
sector. House has been getting 15c 
for subsequent-run duals and with 
trade sloughing off lately, manage- 
ment decided to cut price to a dime. 

Although trade picked up imme- 
diately, almost doubling usual take 
ion first day of reduction, Ray 
Wheeler, State manager, had to re- 
sume old scale almost at once when 
|practically every exchange on Film 
|Row informed him they would sell 
him no more product until prices 
were boosted again. 

Stragetic position of State, right 
in center of business section and sur- 
rounded on all sides by Harris and 
Warner circuit subsequents, was be- 
lieved to have produced the quick 
warning. Indies in isolated areas in 
the past have cut prices at will with- 
out suffering any consequences, but 
it’s understood that Film Row will 
similarly deal with other spots try- 
ing to undersell competition from 
now until Christmas. 


Downtown Pittsburgh’s 
18,000 Seats; Town Very 
Much Over-Theatred 


Pittsburgh, Dec 6. 

Pittsburgh, downtown particularly, 
overseated as never before with 
opening of new Harris spot, 1850- 
seat Senator, formerly’ Aldine. 
Gives city more than 18,000 first-run 
seats within about four blocks, big- 
gest bloc burg has ever had and in 
view of existing conditions more 
than traffic will bear. 

Understood Harris outfit had full 
cognizance of this situation and tried 
to avert launching of another house 
by working out pooling deal with 
couple of competitors but to no avail. 
With circuit growing, now number- 
ing 20 houses, and only one first-run 
spot downtown, Alvin, Harrises felt 
they needed another outlet in order 
to protect itself on product. 

First approached was Shea-Hyde 

Fulton, only two doors from Alvin. 
Fulton splits U pix with Alvin and 
gets one-third of 20th output. Harris 
sounded out Shea on idea of pooling 
everything, letting bigger Alvin take 
the pick and running no picture 
more than two weeks, sending their 
hits into Fulton for third and fourth 
stanzas. No soap, however. 
_ Then it’s said chain went to Wil- 
liam Skirball, operator of nearby 
Barry, on a similar deal but this fell 
through when Skirball demanded 
that Harrises share losses he has in- 
curred since taking spot over almost 
three years ago. Barry was virtual- 
ly wrecked by 1936 flood after 
around $25,000 had been spent on 
improving site. 

Harris company claims that when 
both these overtures were vetoed, it 


— no alternative but to open Sen- 
ator, 

















CHAS. LEONARD'S SWITCH 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Charles A. Leonard has resigned 
his adveriising post with United 
Artists. 
He joins another Major compan 
after the first of the year. one 
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Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

More bad week-end weather again 
lopped the edge off of grosses that 
otherwise might have hit fairly com- 
fortable averages. As it is, figures 
are somewhat off, though not badly, 
all things considered. 

Biz holding up fair at the seconad- 
weekers, ‘Cowboy and the Lady’ at 
the Aldine, and ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ at the Fox. One of the short- 
est initial runs on record was reg- 
istered by ‘Peck’s Bad Boy at the 
Circus.’ Opened at the usually sec- 
ond-run Karlton on Friday and was 
pulled out on Saturday. Shortage 
of other product forced in ‘Robin 
Hood,’ which has already been all 
through the nabes. Stanton is try- 
ing something new, what may be the 
first step towards a double feature in 
downtown Philly. It is bolstering 
‘Storm Over Bengal’ with ‘Titans of 
the Deep,’ a 45-minute semi-feature. 

Without a doubt comparatively 
best figures in town are being hung 
up by the tiny 355-seat Studio with 
‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ twinned. 
Shudderers start their third week on 
Thursday and at the present rate are 
almost certain of a fourth. All rec- 
ords broken with the Thanksgiving 
Day opening when the S.R.O. shingle 
was out within 15 minutes after the 
box office unveiled. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Cowboy and the Lady’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Showing nicely on the h.o. to 
$9,600 after fine first week at $13.200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75 )— 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G). Can’t grab 
much of a hold with $9,000, punk. Last 
week ‘If King’ (Par) (2d week) went 
off, after nice first stanza, to $8,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—Up River’ (20th) with Gang Bus- 
ters Unit and Stuff Smith band on 
stage. Combo is heading for very 
mild $19,000. Last week, ‘Thanks for 
Memory’ (Par), with Jan Savitt 
band, Eric Blore and Ethel Shutta 
p.a.ing, $20,000, pallid. 

Fox (WB). (3,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Angels’ (WB) (2d week). Still riding 
the crest to $17,500 after socko open- 
er that zoomed to $22,600. Holds for 
third round. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Pic had been 
all through the nabes already and is 
back here only asa fill-in with prod- 
uct short. Tallied a $2,000 in five 
days, not bad. ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ 
(RKO) set some kind of a record, 
going in on Friday and being pulled 
Saturday with very sour $400 for the 
two days. Last week ‘Around the 
Corner’ (20th) (2d run) $3,000, bad. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 37-42-57-68) 
—Submarine Patrol’ (20th) (2d run), 
Sad $3,400 in store. Last week 
‘Young Heart’ (UA) (2d run) also 
poor at $3,300 after two weeks at 
the Aldine. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—West with Hardys’ (M-G). Very 
nifty $17,700. Last week ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ (20th) poor $11,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-42-57)— 
‘Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep). First 
sign of a twin bill in a midtowner 
is addition of 45-minute ‘Titans of 
the Deep’ (GN) here. Combo is 
turning in satisfactory $4,800. Last 
week ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par) no bar- 
gain at $4,100. 


‘RAT’ $24,000, B’KLYN 


‘Heart’ Dual $17,000 — ‘Traffic’ ~ 
Vaude Nice 11'4G 











Brooklyn, Dec. 6. 
Socko attendance at Fabian Para- 
mount where ‘Brother Rat’ is going 
over with bang. Next in line is 
Loew's Metropolitan showing ‘Young 
in Heart.’ Other houses in down- 
——— area also due for profitable 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Miss Man- 
ton’ (RKO) and ‘Little Tough Guys’ 
(U). Happy $16,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Man 
Remember’ (RKO) (2d week) drew 
neat $18,000, 


Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Arkansas Trave 
eler’ (Par) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). 
Okay $14,500. Last week, ‘Hard to 
Get’ (WB) and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th), 
$14,000, satisfactory. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Young Heart’ 
(UA) and ‘Dark Kapture’ (U). Good 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Citadel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G) 
pulled fine $23,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50) — 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Little Ad- 
venturess’ (Col), Fine $24,000. Last 
week, ‘Men Wings’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Hawk’ (Rep) (2d week) good $17,500. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Illegal Tref- 
fic’ (Par) and vaude featuring Elea- 
nore Whitney, Stan Lomax and Bud- 
dy Hassett. Attractive $11,500, cred- 
ited mostly to stage and draught of 
Hassett, B’klyn Dodgers’ slugger, plus 
others. Last week, ‘Gangster’s Boy 
(Mono) and vaude, okay $11,000. 
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Square INTERNATIONAL NEWS 














See Italians Hedging on U. S. Pix 





eompanies to pull stakes in Italy, 


employes they will shutter after 


out of business in Italy. 


be Dec. 31 or six months hence. 





Weakening of the Italian government’s stand on the film distribu- 
tion monopoly, set to become effective Dec. 31 next, was seen in 
cables received by the Hays office yesterday (Tuesday) which stated 
that the government planned to extend the start of its nationalization 
plan for foreign distributors six months. This is merely a verbal 
promise with nothing in writing nor any official signature as yet, but 
hinted that the government did not want the eight major American 


Metro, Paramount, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox, four companies 
operating their own exchanges in Il Duce’s country, have notified 


seeking new spots in their European organization for veterans forced 
Only official observation with major companies and Hays office 


was that Italy must make up its mind before the end of the year as 
to whether the effective date for the government film monopoly is to 


Dee, 31, with many distributors 








Poor B.0. Films from U. S., Political 
Blocks Push Aussie Biz to Depresh 
Era Depths; Dean Asks Cooperation 











Sydney, Dec. 6. 

Exhibitors here are mulling & 
drive to bring the public back toe 
film theatres. Boxoffices are low 
currently, and both exhibs and 
distributors believe a combined 
campaign with beth exhibitors 
and distribs contributing would 
go far in bolstering revenue for 
both. 

One plan contemplates distrib- 
utors paying one third, exhibs a 
similar amount and Hoyts and 
Greater Union circuits another 
third. 





Sydney, Nov. 18. 


Picture biz in the Antips, accord- 
ing to many execs, has gone back 
to the 1930-31 depression era. Said 
that a dearth of quality product 
from abroad is one of major reasons 
for the b.o. fall. Some execs say 
that pictures with high values in 
U. S. are not always accepted here. 
Two former Yankee clicks, ‘Algiers’ 
(UA) and ‘Four Daughters’ (WB) 
are biz weakies in this territory. 
Sydney, which has 10 long-run the- 
atres, only has three b.o. pictures, 
‘Drums’ (UA), ‘Alexander’ (20th), 
and ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). 

Certain execs believe, however, 
that a letup in political pressure, 
plus an earnest endeavor to bring 
about cooperation between exhibs 
and distribs, would soon point the 
way to successful trading. 

Sam Snider, managing director of 
Snider-Dean, recently returned from 
a visit abroad, stated he thought that 
leading U. S. execs did not know the 
true situation prevailing politically 
in the Antips today. Snider said he 
felt positive U. S. execs would be 
more than willing to cooperate on 
Satisfactory working conditions for 
the industry. 

Snider suggested, since U. S. ex- 
ecs regarded this territory as highly 
important, that the present trade 
upheaval could be eased providing 
all concerned would get together to 
eliminate all political interference. 


HAKIM IN AMERICA; 
ANZAC FILMER DITTO 


Raphael Hakim, French producer 
who last year made ‘Pepe le Moko,’ 
which Walter Wanger remade into 
‘Algiers,’ has arrived from France to 
—— over the U. S. distributing mar- 

et. 

Hakim brought with him two pic- 
tures, ‘Human Beast,’ directed by 
Jean Renoir, featuring Jean Sabin 
and Simone Simone; the other is 
‘Naples,’ directed by Auguste Genin- 
na, featuring Mireille Ballin and 
Tino Rossi, Hakim’s stay here will 
be indefinite. 

Sir Samuel Walder, member of the 
board of directors of National Studios 
of Pagewood, Sydney (Australia), 
arrived in New York last week 
bringing with him a print of ‘Rangle 
River,’ with Victor Jory featured. 

Walder is negotiating a distributing 
Ceal for five Australian-made pic- 
tures produced by his National Stu- 
dios, and sails for England Dec. 16. 











Hutchinson Back Dec. 22 


W. J. Hutchinson, head of 20th- | 
Fox’s foreign department, returns to 
New York Dec. 22 after an extensive 
tour of South Africa, France and 
England. 


Ben Miggins, managing director | 
for 20th-Fox in Europe, and F. L. | 
Harley, m.d. for Great Britain, will | 
accompany Hutchinson. 


20th-Fox Defends 
Radio Plugs for Pix; 
Brit. Exhibs’ Squawk | 


London, Nov. 29. 

Francis L. Harley, managing di- | 
rector of 20th-Fox in Great Britain, | 
has received protest from Cinemato- | 
graph Exhibitors Assn. about recent 
radio version of 20th’s ‘Alexander's | 
Ragtime Band.’ Exhibs complained | 
broadcast dated the picture and that | 
the broadcast, too, was poor, so 
prejudicing prospective customers. | 
Irate to hear criticism of what many | 
hailed as grand ballyhoo and rich | 
entertainment, Harley replied to | 
CEA in long letter. 


Harley said statement that the 
broadcast dated the picture is negli- 
gible since all pre-release publicity 
does that, too, and only alternative 
would be not to issue any publicity 
till general release. (In U. K. there’s 
often six months between West End | 
showing and general release and 
national newspapers prefer to spread 
themselves on new product when it’s 
topical in London.) 

Letter next contradicts claims the 
show was badly put over, declaring 
20th was swamped with congratula- 
tory notes from England and the 
Continent. Why broadcast was 
planned the way it was, explains | 
Harley, was so as to popularize the 
old songs. 

‘It does not seem possible,’ quotes 
company’s disclaimer, ‘the revival of 
old songs of such high quality and 
popularity as Irving Berlin’s could 
possibly prejudice the public | 
against seeing the picture.’ 

Final note agrees it is important 




















| of both studios. This may culminate 


| pictures 
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6 OF LONDON’S 
A0 STAGES WORK 


Resumption of Activity Seen 


Not Before April Despite | 


Reports That Studios Will 
Pick Up After Jan. 1— 
Exhibitors Would Fail to 
Meet Quota Requirements 





MERGE STUDIOS 





London, Dec. 6. 

Six stages out of 80 in film studios 
here are now operating and total of 
500 technicians have been let out, 
representing approximately 60% of 
local union operatives, The two 
principal studios which made drastic 
cuts are Denham and Pinewood. 

Today (Tuesday) Richard Norton, 
executive head of Pinewood, issued a 
statement saying that only seasonal 
employees had been released and 
that studios would resume after 
Christmas. Paramount is making 
one picture at Pinewood. 


Twentieth Century-Fox has just 
made arrangements to take over 
Gainsborough studios at Islington. 
Fox states it will retain present pro- 
ducing and administrative staffs. 

George Elvin, head of Association 
of Cinetechnicians, says that despite 
announcements of resumption of 
studio activities after the New Year, 


New French Government Decree 
Seen Hurting American Distribs: 
All Foreign Concerns Would Be Hit 





‘Farm’ Looks Unlikely 


In London Opening 


London, Dec. 6. 


‘Story of African Farm,’ adapted 
from Olive Schreiner’s novel of 
same name, opened at the New 
theatre last Wednesday (30). 

It’s unsatisfactory and seems very 
unlikely. 


PROD. DEAL FOR 
20TH, HOYTS 
IN ANTIPS 


Sydney, Nov. 17. 
Product deal between Hoyts cir- 
cuit and 20th-Fox probably will be 
set before Dan Michalove, 20th-Fox 
rep, leaves for U. S. Dec. 9. Micha- 
love made an extensive survey of 
Hoyts’ business during the several 


weeks he was here. 
He came to New South Wales to 
sound out sentiment regarding the 











he doesn’t foresee any resumption 
until April. Even then, a not very | 
substantial reemployment is antici- | 
pated, he stated. 

This indicates that before the year | 
ends exhibitors will find it impos- | 
sible to meet quota requirements, | 
but the Film Council is empowered | 
to use its judgment and may permit | 
making of cheaper native pictures | 
below the $75,000 figure presently | 
stipulated. Half of latter must be 
spent on British labor, rule states. In 
the meantime, technicians are on the 
dole. The difficulty seems to be that 
no British money is available for 
making pictures. 

Recent reported amalgamation of 
Denham and Pinewood resulted in 
forming a $9,000,000 holding com- 
pany, which assessed the valuation 


in doing away with one or the other 
and converting one into a huge hous- 
ing estate, erecting homes which will 
yield income for owners. 


BUCHANAN, MAXWELL 
TEAM FOR 2506 FILMS 





close association between 20th-Fox 
and Hoyts. Michalove was assigned 
to the task when W. J. Hutchinson, 
20th’s foreign manager, was away on 
other company business. 

20th-Fox was aroused over threat- 
ening government gestures made in 
New South Wales because Greater 
Union Theatres, an all-Australian 
corporation, was given no ace pro- 
duct by the American company 
while it was supplying its best fea- 
tures to Hoyts, in which it held 
stock. This, too, is being looked 
into by Michalove. 

Michalove is due to arrive in Los 
Angeles Dec. 26. 


JEWISH ARTISTS BANNED 
FROM HUNGARIAN STAGE 


Budapest, Dec. 6. 


Hungary has taken another stab 
at Jewish artists with publication 
of list of eligible performers by the 
newly formed Hungarian Actors 
Guild. Numerous Jews were ex- 
cluded from the accepted list of 
1,955 players who may appear on 
the stage and in films in Hungary. 

Artists whose names were un- 











London, Dec. 6. 
Negotiations are practically con- 


ciated British Picture Corp. te make | 
costing 
mediately after signing. 

An original by Douglas Furber 
and Buchanan, along the lines of his 
latter’s ‘Smash and Grab’ film, is 
skedded for the initialer, Cast will 
include Buchanan, Edward Everett 


| Horton, Elsie Randolph and David 


a broadcast should not be as good aS/| Burns. Tim Whelan will direct. 


the picture, but suggests the show 
was pretty good at that, reasonably 
conveying the story and also being 
highlighted with a personal by 
Berlin. 


| 





Doyle Seeks F-M Unit 


Stuart F. Doyle is trying to import | 
a Fanchon-Marco revue unit to play 
the Antips. 

Revues have been successful in 
Australia of late. Marcus started the | 
ball rolling and the Fullers are doing 
nicely with Harry Howard's ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel,’ starring Willie and 
Eugene Howard, Frank Neil, too, 
has been doing excellent business 





Sydney, Nov. 18. | 





with vaudeville and revues. 





More Sydney Vaude 





Sydney, Nov. 18. 

Hinted that the Mayfair, Sydney, 
may adopt a vaudfilm policy short- 
ly. Questioned on the subject, Sam 
Snider, of Snider-Dean, said that as 
fas as he knew the move was not 
in the air, but from other reliable 
quarters it’s learned‘ such a policy 
may be tried. 

Hoyts has found it payable to spot 
a top vaude act with pictures at the 
Regent here, and it’s understood a 


vaude bid will be made with the | 


Mayfair, in which Hoyts is inter- 


approximately | 
| $250,000 each. First one begins im- 


| 
! 
' 


listed include Rosy Barsony, Oscar 


| . su: . 
| cluded for Jack Buchanan to ally | Bersel ane ae aera ere 


himself with John Maxwell’s Asso- | 


Franz Molnar, the playwright. It 
was explained that the list might 
later be -modified. Molnar, along 
with a host of other prominent Hun- 


| garian-Jewish artists, fled to Paris 


about six months ago, where they 
have set up a refugee colony. 


oi. 


Tilden’s Mild London 
Debut; Exhibish Game 


London, Dec. 6. 


Bill Tilden’s vaudeville debut in 
a tennis exhibition at the Trocadero 
was mildly received here. 

Offering needs building, and will 
then have possibilities. 








Cinesound’s Expansion 

Melbourne, Nov. 20. 
Greater Union Theatres, continu- 
ing on the solo road, will rebuild the 
Melba at a cost of $200,000. On 
completion it'll be renamed Victory. 
The Empress, Sydney, is also be- 
jing rebuilt and will be retitled the 
Victory. In Adelaide. GUT is com- 
pleting another theatre, also to be 





ested with S-D. 


known as the Victory, 


Paris, Nov. 29. 

Heads of Yank film interests in 
this country will have plenty of rea- 
son for headaches in gross lots by 
the end of the year if the terms of 
the new cinema decree approach 
what soundings show they are 
likely to be. 

The work of an inter-ministerial 
commission, appointed some time 
ago to coordinate the activities of 
the different ministerial departments 
interested in cinema problems, the 
decree is expected to contain at least 
six paragraphs, of which two, pos- 
sibly three, will crack down on the 
Americans and other firms distrib- 
uting foreign films. As far as could 
be learned from best-informed cir- 
cles, the following is a fair resume 
of what the decree will contain: 

National Registrar 

1. Creation of a national cinema 
registrar. This organization would 
keep a complete record of all French 
films from the time they commence 
until they are finished. Purpose 
would be to give film a ‘civil status,’ 
thus allowing it to represent a cer- 
tain legal value once work is begun, 
value increasing as work progresses 
so loans could be made with the 
value of the film being given as se- 
curity. Rates of interest now asked 
by money-lenders for new or par- 
tially completed films stand at an 
abnormally high figure. Thus it 
would be easier for producers to bor- 
row in order to complete produc- 
tions; 

2. Guarantee of salaries for all 
persons working on the production’ 
of a film (probably producers’ bonds 
or something on a like order); 

3. Making it impossible for certain 
categories of bankrupts and undesir- 
ables to participate in production, 
distribution and exploitation of films 
in France; 

4. Organization of the censure. It 
is envisaged, well-informed circles 
state, to place the censure under the 
premier’s office, which would have 
the power to delegate officials to the 
ministeries of interior, foreign af- 
fairs or national education, accord- 
ing to the category into which the 
film being censored falls; 

5. Obligation of all houses to carry 
a documentary film on each pro- 
gram; and 

6. State control of receipts. 

From what can be learned, the 
first, second and third would not 
affect the American industry, being 
concerned totally with French pro- 
duction. Exact details of how the 
organization of the censure is to be 
carried out and if it’s to obtain any 
new regulations making it harder for 
the Yanks to import films into 
France could not be learned. 

Encourage the Young . 

No. 5, however, poses a different 
question. Reason which is given in 
informed film circles here for impos- 
ing this rule is to encourage young 
directors and producers, it being ex- 
pected that they will start with short 
documentary films. But it is a shoe 
on another foot for the Yanks. In 
the nabes and provinces, where 
double-feature programs are most 
heavily used, the obligatory insertion 
of a documentary picture would 
make the program too long for a 
double feature. Result—the second 
feature, which in many cases is 
American or some brand of foreign 
film, would be _ eliminated. 


Dickinson Named Par 


Sales Mer. in Britain 


London, Dec. 6. 

Cc. J. Dickenson was named gen- 
eral sales manager in Great Britain 
for Paramount last week. He’s a 
former branch sales supervisor for 
Par. Dickenson succeeds Montague 
Goldman, who resigned about a 
month ago. 

Probably no more changes will be 








made in Paramount British com- 
| Pany’s personnel until John W. 
| Hicks, Jr., present head of the Eng- 
jlish firm, return. from U. S. with 
Adolph Zukor early next year. 
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“music direction, Louis Silvers. 


, thing,’ ‘You’re the World’s Fairest,’ 
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Thanks for Everything 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 


20th-Fox' release of Harry Joe Brown pro- 
@uction. Features Adolphe Menjou Jack 
Oakie, Jack Haley, Arleen Whelan, Tony 
Martin, Binnie Barnes. Directed by William 
A. Seiter. Screenplay by Harry Tugend; 
adapted by Curtis Kenvon and Art Arihur; 
based on story by Gilbert Wright. Songs, 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel; camera, 
Lucien Andriot; editor. Robert Simpson; 
Previewed 





at Grauman’s Chinese, Dec. 2, ‘38. Run- 
ning time, 70 mins. 
Jd. B. Havcomrts occ cecesssi Adolphe Menjou 
Brady... oc vdissdwccccesacsesccce Jack Oakie 
Blenry Smit. ...ccscccccceccses Jack Haley 
Madge Raines.............-/ Arleen Whelan 
BBY BWI. cv cicaccgecsecccsses Binnie Barnes 
ae TABI en C28 Kc acene George Barbier 
Marine Sergeant...........-. Warren Hymer 
PMVASREEO 6k dee rdeccccecse Gregory Gaye 
EOF 55 SVU EE OE CORR Cet 2 ce Andrew Tombes 
PETG, BWEARE .. .cccccvecescecss Renie Riano 
Wetne Twitemell .occadoes vesecacd Jan Duggan 
rr: SOE. cc obeasceecasen .Charles Lane 
Draft. Doctor...csecess Charles Trowbridge 
TS | ee ee Frank Sully 
ANNOUNCET....cccceeseeseess Gary. Breckner 
PUATA.... cicccccecsersccecccccecs Paul Hurst 
{James Flavin 


a PEMIEMN . ccccccccccceccccs . . 
aseeinanics (Ed Dearing 





A light and breezy comedy-drama | 
developing a brisk pace that’s a 
cinch for general audience appeal. 
With names of Jack Oakie, Adolphe 
Menjou, Jack Haley and Binnie 
Barnes to take care of marquee re- 
quirements, picture will get satisfac- 
tory business and please in all spots. 

Although carrying slight dramatic 
thread, story leans heavily to light- 
ness and popular brand of comedy 
and situations. With a bright prem- 
ise, both direction and characteriza- 
tions also aim in that direction to 
provide an enjoyable piece of enter- 
tainment. Story provides novel 
twist of Haley getting a perfect 
mark in national average man con- 
test conducted via radio by Menjou. 
Haley is disqualified for prize 
money, but is retained by Menjou to 
unknowingly provide angles on his 
likes and dislikes of various prod- 
ucts, as an average man. Idea 
proves bonanza to Menjou, but it 

ackfires when a foreign ambassador 
asks for reaction on participation 
of this country in a war abroad. 

Haley, as the guinea pig, is sub- 
jected to series of humorous epi- 
sodes before he gives the right an- 
swer and collects a fat fee from 
Menjou. Through the unfolding, 
runs romance of: Haley with his 
small-town sweetheart, Arleen Whe- 
lan, who comes to the city as a 
beauty contest winner; and the love- 
making of Oakie and Binnie Barnes. 

William Seiter takes full advan- 
tage of numerous script opportuni- 
ties to inject deft touches of humor 
in his directing chore, withal keep- 
ing the picture moving at a rapid 
clip. Spaced nicely are four- song 
numbers by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel, ‘Thanks For Every- 


‘Puff a Puff,’ and ‘Three Cheers for 
Henry Smith.’ Last two are tied 
closely into story development, but 
the title song and ‘World’s Fairest’ 
are likely to get dance band and 
radio play. Pair of tunes, together 
with ‘Puff,’ are sung by Tony Mar- 
tin to good effect. 

Haley does a fine job of portray- 
ing the small-town grocery clerk 
who. becomes the experiment for 
Menjou’s enterprise. He keeps the 
character within bounds without go- 
ing overboard on the hokey side, 
and times he gags for most effective 
laughs. Oakie breezily handles the 
role of assistant to Menjou, who is 
his usual suave self as the enter- 

rising advertising agency head. 

iss es fills the bill nicely as 
Menjou’s eye-appealing p.a., and 
gets numerous laughs from her ro- 
mantic interludes with Oakie. Ar- 
ag —— 2 ay heart genes 

r Haley. upporting cast of 
high standard. . 

‘Thanks for Everything’ is of first- 








run caliber, and provides general 
all-around entertainment. icture 
has been given regulation produc- 
tion advantages of an A production. 


Ride a Crooked Mile 


Hollywood, Dec. 1. 

Paramount release of Jeff Lazarus pro- 
duction, Directed by Alfred E, ‘Green. 
Original story and screenplay by Ferdinand 
_Reyher and John C,. Moffitt. Associate 
producer, Dale Van Every; assit. director, 
Harold Schwartz; camera, William C, Mel- 
lor; special photography, Farciot Edouart; 
editor, James Smith. Previewed at Para- 





mount, L. A., Nov. 29, '38, Running time, 
70 mins. 
Mike Balan....... eeeeeeeessAkim Tamirofft 
Johnny Simpkins.............. Leif Erikson 
ME dehbesecstthivecceses Frances Farmer 
CNEL: i die bv d-oek #a¥0 0 65.8 Lynne Overman 
Lt. Colonel Stuart............ John Miljan 
rt MUN. Atutbocesoce decd J. M. Kerrigan 
are See TPT eae Viadimir Sokoloff 
Marie Simpkins.............. Genia Nikola 
. fase rare Wade Crosby 
WATGE Asicccces Twiseesees Robert Gleckler 
. Sarre ky ¥isccganaeu Nestor Paiva 
TNO bdecc cubbccen ete ce tced Archie ‘Twitchell 
SE 4b e6d cdwdd een seesaw Gaylord Pendleton 
Corporal Bresline........ Fred Kohler, Jr. 





A vigorous offering, highlighted by 
a dominating performance by Akim 
Tamiroff and particularly keen di- 
rection by Alfrec E. Green, ‘Ride a 
Crooked Mile’ carries a refreshing 
slant on the father-son premise in 
a melodrama that commands interest 
from the opening shots. Picture will 
do business mainly on word-of- 
mouth, but is handicapped by lack of 
cast strength and so-so title. It will 
get by moderately in the keys where 
strong support is added, or where 
enterprising. showmen hit an ex- 
oe key for advance campaign 

arouse interest. Generally, it will 
do nicely as a substantial program- 
mer, with special appeal to the male 


Tamiroff, in pictures for several 


years, was tabbed on contract by 
Paramount for buildup as a charac- 
ter star, and market has_ been 
combed for suitable stories. His last 
picture, ‘Dangerous to Know,’ was 
not proper material, but ‘Ride a 
Crooked Mile’ provides a fine oppor- 
tunity for Tamiroff to sweep through 
and justify studio’s confidence in 
bringing him along as possible star- 
ring timber. 

Reared as a_ two-fisted hard- 
riding Cossack, Tamiroff becomes 
the wealthy leader of a gang of 
thieves who hi-jack cattle en route 
to the stockyards. When his divorced 
wife sends their 21-year-old son, Leif 
Erikson, to him for handling, Tamir- 
off is elated to find his ofispring in- 
herited all of the aggressive, fear- 
less and carefree spirit of the Cos- 
sacks. Mutual admiration 
other’s physical feats bring the pair 
close together, when Tamiroff is sud- 
denly packed off to Leavenworth 
to serve a stretch. Erikson enlists 


|in the Leavenworth cavalry unit to 


assist in an escape, which is finally 
set. But the boy discovers loyalty 
to the army overshadows his father- 


love, and leads the cavalry troupe | 


on search for the escaping convicts. | 


Meeting his father, Erikson tells of | 
his determination to take him back, | 


but Tamrioff makes a dash for lib- 
ertv and is killed in plunge over a 
cliff. 

Tamiroff gives a most realistic por- 
trayal, being in turn, likeable hero 
or domineering and scheming heavy 
as characterization requires in the 
unfolding. Erikson is most convinc- 
ing and personable as the son, and 
his work throughout of high caliber. 
Frances Farmer provides the ro- 
mantic interest with Erikson, while 
Lynne Overman swings away from 
his regulation comedy roles to pre- 
sent a very effective delineation of 
Tamiroff's cellmate. Balance of cast 
is well-chosen. 

Story unfolds fast and _interest- 
ingly at the getaway, and continues 
to maintain a smooth and brisk pace 
throughout. In prison sequences no 
extraneous scenes of lines of con- 
victs or disciplinary measures pur- 
sued are included to slow up nar- 
rative development; all of the se- 
quences inside the walls. are con- 
fined to intimate shots of the two 
cellmates scheming their plans for 
the break. 

Although story swings into heavy 
and suspenseful melodrama in sev- 
eral instances, smart direction by Al 
Green lightens the picture through- 
out with deft touches of comedy to 
keep it from getting out of hand. 
Camera work by William Mellor is 
of high standard, while entire pro- 
duction carries top mounting. 


DRAMATIC SCHOOL 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Metro release of Mervyn LeRoy produc- 





of eacn | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th- 
Fox). Laugh-studded pic with 
Menjou, Oakie, Haley and Bin- 
nie Barnes, Okay b.o. 

‘Ride a Creoked Mile’ (Par). 
Absorbing melodrama with 
father-son twist and Akim Ta- 
miroff in splendid performance. 

Fine programmer. 

‘Dramatic School’ (M-G). 
Combo of Luise Rainer and 
Paulette Goddard in a weak 








offering. 
‘Shadows Over Shanghai’ 
(GN). Bright meller for the 


duals. 
‘Next Time I Marry’ (RKO). 
|} A very poor entry. 
‘The Last Warning’ (U). 
Crime Club mystery melo- 
drama. Good support for duals. 
‘Nancy Drew — Detective’ 


(WB). First of new series, with 











Bonita Granville, Frankie 
Thomas. Passable for nabe 
duals. 

Crime Takes a Holiday 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt; features Marcia Ralston. Di- 
rected by Lewis D. Collins. Screenplay by 
Jefferson Parker, Henry Altimus, Charles 


Logue; camera, James S. Brown, Jr. At 
Globe, N’ Y., Nov. 26, '38. Ruaning time, 
59 mins. y 

Walter Forbes. ccccccccces Tack Holt 
Peggy  tone....e.seeee++++-Marcia Raleton 
SOETe TIBPCOR. veces ctnecsees Russeli Hopton 
Be Do CAME. 40. 60655466% Douglass Dumbrille 
TREE EET PEL eee eer Arthur Hohl 
BOGNNAT Wi cccccicsccncive Thomas Jackson 
| rr ee ete errr John Wray 
Spike..... ces cesoncescéeses Willlam Pawley 
Fo, EE OCC ECCT PERT TTT PPL ee Paul Fix 
etn tg PERETE LT Cee ET eee Harry Woods 
SOVORMOR ALIGMs 6 <4 60-000 646d006008 Joe Crehan 





Certain elements in this opus bear 
a resemblance to the New. York 
gubernatorial race between Lehman 
and Dewey a month ago, but that 
angle is water over the dam now. 
Without a timely slant, ‘Crime Takes 
a Holiday’ resolves itself into a cops- 
and-robbers tale of stock proportions 
as to script, decent enough work by 
the cast and sufficient speed to round 
out an hour divertingly before the 
main feature occupies the screen. 

Jack Holt is the he-man district 
attorney with such a string of con- 
victions to his record that he’s urged 
to be a gubernatorial candidate. 
Final stumbling block, the trapping 
of a certain mob, causes him to con- 
vict an innocent man knowingly, so 
that the right bunch will emerge 
cockily and be caught. Complica- 
tions thereafter are legion, until the 
d. a. puts the right guy, Dumbrille, 
in the jug via a hoke frameup on the 
radio. Marcia Ralston as the inno- 
cent man’s daughter enters briefly 
but not briefly enough to cover up 





tion. Stars Luise Rainer and Paulette 
Goddar d:features Alan Marshal. Directed 
by Robert B. Sinclair. Screenplay by 
Ernest Vadja and Mary McCall, Jr.; from 
Hungarian play, ‘School of Drama,’ by 
Hans Szekely and Zoltan Egyed; camera, 
William Daniels; editor, Frederick Y. 
Smith. Perviewed at Westwood Village, 
Dec. 1, ’38. Running time, 78 minutes. 

LOUISO ccc cccccccccsscveviccees Luise Rainer 
WORE ec ccdsccscsccesccsces Paulette Goddard 


Andre d’Abbencourt......... Alan Marshal 
Mado...... peverecces besdboccdc Lana Turner 
Gina Bertier........+.+ eoecnees Genevie Tobin 
PIOUY «sc ccccce avevcesooretes Anthony Allan 
Pasquel, Sr.......+.+++.+-Henry Stephenson 


Mme. Charlot.....cccccess Gale Sondergaard 
BO GII «ois 0's 0 c'e ccc ...Melville Cooper 





Georges. Mounier.......++...+-- Erik Rhodes 
Simone.........-++ ecccceses--Virginia Grey 
WOO. cocceccccccses -eeee-Ann Rutherford 
eae oecedecns cveccovs Hans Conried 
Pasquel, Jr......-S-seceeee+---Rand Brook 
Ss 60% ve cts cbesecccescsee COGN Chatbum 


PUMGUG. 0 occ cccccssvves este vee Marie Blake 





Em Brasiliana. .6. ..s<cccee Cecilia C. Callejo 
Pantomimic Teacher.....Margaret Dumont 
po EMPTOR Te hate ete Frank Puglia 
WR s codec ve sexes +++-Dorothy Granger 





A disappointing effort © which 
arouses little interest in its unfolding. 
Boring picture fails to generate any 
semblance of sincerity, and winds up 
as disappointing offering that will 
have to strugé e through solely on 
the ‘draw’ values of Luise Rainer 
‘and Paulette Goddard. ~ 

Story is a very unwise choice for 
Miss Rainer, and studio is apparent- 
ly finding it difficult to supply her 
with proper material. Direction is 
stagey and an additional handicap 
to the production, 

‘Dramatic School’ details the ad- 
ventures of Miss Rainer as a strug- 

ling student of the National Theatre 

amatic School in Paris. Going to 
school days and working nights in 
a factory to pay her way, girl ex- 
cuses her continual nocturnal en- 
gagements with tales of cssociation 
with Alan Marshal, playboy show- 
backer. Paulette Goddard discounts 
the stories and arranges party for 
students at which Marshal is invited. 
Latter, in on plot, saves Miss Rainer 
by apparently recognizing her. Girl 
falls in love with her benefactor, 
who underwrites her tuition and sets 
up a swank apartment. But he leaves 
her later for a new distraction, while 
Miss Rainer clicks in the dramatic 
show. When Marshal returns he is 
turned down. 

Yarn is rather synthetic and never 
reaches a point of plausibility,, 
floundering as it progresses and 
lacking in honest motivation. Miss 
Rainer or Miss Goddard and the 
capable supporting cast can’t over- 
come the deficiencies in basic dra- 
matic elements. 

Picture has been given advantages 
of top production mounting at usual 
high standard set by Metro, but this 
is no essistance here. 





the fact that her makeu hoto- 
graphs badly. vase 
Holt fills his part nicely enough. 
His appearance is thoroughly pre- 
sentable and his burring voice and 
scowls a lend a certain force 
to the role. ussell Hopton, Holt’s 
assistant, backs him up okay, while 
Dumbrille has played smoothie gang- 
ster roles to the extent that he could 
ety nao walk through this one in 
is sleep. 
Camera work and direction over- 
come the low-gear stretches in the 
yarn. Props, as usual, are not given 
much notice, hence sloppy in spots. 
Some day somebody in the prop de- 
partment should study the mechan- 
ics of a 72-pt. newspaper headline 
and notice that it fits from margin 
to margin, not being banked all over 
the page nor half a yard short. 
Edga. 





Shadows Over Shanghai 


Grand National release of Franklyn War- 
ner production, Stars James Dunn. Di- 
rected by Charles Lamont. Screenplay, 
Joseph Hoffman; original story, Richard 
gg on. Arthur Martinelli, At 

Oo, N. Y., week Dec. 38. 

time, 65 mins, ate eens cies 

Johnny McGinty ............James Dunn 


Howard Barclay.......c.... Ral By 
Irene Roma pag 





teeseeececceess»- Linda Gray 
Igor Sargoza ..... eeseceeees. Robert Barrat 
WU SUE obcaréccchestag Paul Sutton 
Peter Roma ..... seceseeess Hdward Woods 
Dr. Adams ..... seeceeesss-Edwin Mordant 
Lun Sat Li.......seceeee.-.-Chester Gan 
Wu Chang........ seeccoeess-.-Victor Wong 
American Consul............-Edward Keane 
Gallicuddy ...... seeeseesses Billy Bevans 
Capt. Murphy...... seeesceessss Vm, Haade 
Fong n1' 6620 sd0c0 seececeeseees Richard Loo 
WORE 2c ccctinccsicce +eeeess. Victor Young 





If Grand National had patched 15 
more minutes onto this one, allowing 
the yarn sufficient time to unspin 
with finesse, it would have had a 
nice feature. As is, it’s fair enough, 
but. the running time isn’t long 
enough to keep the framework of 
the story from gawkily punching 
through the celluloid. Net effect is 
spotty. 

Situation covered is an episode in 
the current Sino-Japanese fracas. 
Characters are a discredited Rus- 
Sian secret service man (Robert Bar- 
rat), a White Russian schoolmarm 
(Linda Gray), a newspaperman 
(James Dunn), and a mysterious 
arms buyer for China (Ralph Mor- 
gan). This potpourri of characters 
play hide-and-seek with an amulet 
which is the sesame to Chinese 
treasure in the U. S. Whole thing 
gets so tangled up that it takes mur- 
der to boil the yarn down to any 
kind of reasonable happy ending. 

Pienty of splicing from newsreels 
has been inserted into the film to 
depict bombings and the ruthless 
destruction of Shanghai. Controver- 





sial angles have been avoided, and 
the war used mainly as pure back- 
ground, though effective base ma- 
terial. : > 

Because the running time is so 
brief, the characters do not emerge 
beyond the strictly hoke level. Dunn 
tries manfully to get beyond limita- 
tions, but the only exit out of the 
mess is comedy, and too much of that 
raises Cain with the yarn. 

Direction is plenty speedy, and 
that’s the savior of the job as it 
stands. Mounting, too, is okay, ex- 
cepting those standard lapses that 
seem to be a plague with shorter 
pix. For instance, in one harbor 
scene the painted background is so 
effective that it looks like an actual 
outdoor shot until it becomes ap- 
parent that the smoke from passing 
vessels is standing still. 

Photography is pretty good consid- 
ering what the lens had to disguise 
in. the way of interior mountings 
representing outdoor stuff. Edga,. 


NEXT TIME I MARRY 





RKO release of ‘Cliff Reid production. 
Features Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee 
Bowman. Directed by Garson Kanin, Story 
and adaptation, John Twist and Helen 
Meinardi: editor, Jack Hively; photograpy, 
Russell Metty. At Palace, N. Y.; dual 
bill, week Dec. 1, ‘38. Running time, 64 
mins, 

Nancy Fleming......-seeeeeess Lucille Ball 


Tony Anthony. James Ellison 


Georgi ......+:. 





H. E. .Crocker...csecesecs: Granville Bates 
Tilly, ..csccscccevcccveces Manton Moreland 
TRAE fc co ccceecovesegegeesss Elliott Sullivan 
BOE ii cidie eeakandeecuntss CemUreee: Sape 

The story is banal, production 
values poor, direction sloppy and 


most of the performances bad. Only 


‘Lucille Ball’s and James Ellison's 


terrific struggle with bad material, 


doing nobly under a distinct handi- 
cap, saves the production from be- 
ing much. worse. The rest of the 
cast members show next to nothing. 

Plot and situations, as well as the 
steering by Garson Kanin, who di- 
rected, follows the most implausible 
lines even if away back somewhere 
in the authors’ memory was ‘It Hap- 
pened One Night.’ ~A spoiled girl, 
forced to marry a real American if 
she isn’t to be disinherited, picks 
out a ditch-digger on a WPA proj- 
ect. Her method of absurdity is to 
marry Ellison and then divorce him 
so she can hitch with a fortune- 
hunting foreigner, played by Lee 
Bowman. 

A race to Reno, with the newly 
acquired American hubby wanting 
to beat her to the divorce, consumes 
most of the action with the girl 
(Miss Ball) as Ellison’s ward and 
virtual prisoner on the trip west by 
trailer. Some minor laughs find 
their way into the action but neither 
the latter nor the few laughs drawn 
will keep audiences awake. Miss 
Ball and Ellison deserve much bet- 
ter. 

The production is generally cheap 
while, in the direction, Kanin shows 
a complete lack of respect for plaus- 
ibility, details and the like. There 
is hardly no way to explain much 
of the action that occurs, how the 
husband does this, how the wife 
does that, how someone else does 
other things, ad infinitum. Char. 


THE LAST WARNING 


Hollywood, Dec. 1. 


Universal production and release. Stars 
Preston Foster; features Frank Jenks, 
Joyce Compton, Kay Lineaker. Directed 
by Al Rogell. Screenplay by Edmund L. 
Hartmann; based on novel by Jonathan 
Latimer; camera, George Meehan: editor, 
Maurice Wright. Previewed at Pantages, 
Nov. 30, '38. Running time, 62 mins. 






PE EON s snes Cadbeeesisins Preston Foster 
CPUS  WEOMNO Ss tii ceo cetecectas Frank Jenks 
Dawn Day......ss. eeseees..J0vee Compton 
Caria Rodrigues. .cccccecccces Kay Linaker 
Major Barclay...... CAEN a boces E. E. Clive 
Linda’ Essex..... eeseees- Frances Robinson 
SE, Ss 602 dhdabbeteas doe ¥s Ray Parker 
Tony Henderson.. ...Robert Page 
BOP i n's5 bisc'e 60 ce -Albert Dekker 
Paul Gomez..... reer y rer Roland Drew 
OUND 055 ened weRece ot Clem Wilencheck 
WY OR hae s chs hw i a saw tives Orville Caldwell 





Cast in the regulation pattern of 
previous Crime Club features, ‘The 
Last Warning’ mixes goodly dashes 


of comedy into a mystery meller 
unravelled by the breezy pair of 
private detectives, Preston Foster 
and Frank Jenks. Picture easily 
hits the groove for which it is in- 
tended; secondary spot in the duals, 
and possible solo in smaller houses 
where the series attains a following. 
_ Although title, ‘The Last Warn- 
ing,’ was acquired several years ago 
by Universal in purchase of stage 
play of same name, this is hot a re- 
make of previous picture. 

_ Opening gets away nicely, swing- 
ing into admixture of comedy and 
drama as suspicion is directed in 
turn against various characters. 
Yarn keeps to direct line until lat- 
ter third, when it gets a little con- 
fusing for a time. But climax 
straightens out for a fast finish. 

Foster and Jenks are called to the 
estate of Ray Parker to protect the 
latter and his sister, Frances Rob- 
inson, against threatening and mys- 
terious notes. While Foster tries to 
unravel the affair girl is kidnapped 
for ransom, with balance of action 
revolving around discovery of the 
culprit. 

Picture is above par for the series, 
and has been given better produc- 
tion values than predecessors, Com- 
edy and dialog is of the broad ty 
to be easily understood by audi- 
ences for which picture is aimed. 





Camera work excellent for offerin 
in moderate budget classification, . 


——=2 


Nancy Drew—Detective 


Warner = Bros. 


production and +» 
Features Bonita Granville, John tae 
James Stephenson, Frankie’ Thomas, pe 
rected by William Clemens. iginad 


screenplay by Kenneth Gamet; 
story by Carolyn Keene; camera, L. 


liam O'Connell; dialog director, John 1 wee 
an; editor, Frank Magee, At Fox, Broek. 
lyn, week Dec. 1, ‘38; dual bill. Running 
time, a mins, ad 
Nancy Drew...... ¢oheeens Bonita Grany 

Caron Drew ccceccccccssecevsad John rite 
Challon .....ees ecccccee James Stephenson 
ed Nickerson .......... Frankie Thomas 
Inspector Milligan ............. Frank Orth 
Effie Schneider .............. Renie Riane 
Mary Eldridge...... Helena Phillips Evang 
HOMISter .ccccccccccces Charles Trowbridge 
Heifer ..ccccsccccccccncnccsecs Dick Purcell 
Adam . TROFME. .ccceccccvccveccss Ed Keane 
Dr, Spires......+. te eeeeeens Brandon Tynan 
Miss Van Deering. .....:....... Vera Lewis 
Miss TYSOM...-..eeeseeeeesse..Mne Busch 
Send. PAULA os ceccececss --Tommy Bupp 
Mr@, BpirGB. .ccccccsececios Lottie Williams 





Fairly worthwhile kid stuff. Based 
on the series of juve books by Car- 
olyn Keene, ‘Nancy Drew—Detec- 
tive’ is the first of a string of bread- 
‘n’butter pictures for the moppets. 
Too light for adult fare and there- 
, fore limited to dualing at matinees 
jor occasional holiday nights when 
the youngsters are on the loose. 

Bonita Granville, getting to the 
young miss age (she drives her own 
car, so she’s apparently supposed to 
be about 16) and softening just a 
trifle toward the boys, is the hub 
around which the action revolves, 
Or, to put it more accurately, she’s 
the sparkplug that keeps the story 
rolling. As alert, curious and fear- 
less as a Scottie pup, she’s always 
on the jump, always poking her 
nose into hornets’ nests and (since 
it wouldn't do to kill her off) always 
thwarting the devious plans of the 
rogues she uncovers. 

As sidekick she has the boy next 
door, Frankie Thomas, who's due 
to be written into the script as the 
properly innocuous romance. There’s 
also her stern but kindly father, 
John Litel, who just to be prepared 
for future script exigencies, is a 
lawyer. Headed for comedy atten- 
tion in future editions of the series 
is. a lame-brain police inspector 
whom the girl gumshoe puts to 
shame. All strictly lightweicht stuff, 
but harmless and mildly pleasant— 
particularly considering the budget. 

Direction is acceptable. since it 
keeps the action spinning and doesn’t 
let subtleties impede the story. Miss 
Granville is forthright and refresh- 
ing as the bright-eyed heroine, while 
young Thomas, Litel and others are 
there with the goods when called 
on. Brandon Tynan, a familiar and 
colorful character actor on Broad- 
way for years, contributes a believ- 
able performance as a doctor beaten 
up by the kidnapers, Hobe. 


HIS EXCITING NIGHT 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Ruggles; features 
Richard Lane, Stepin Fetchit, Marian Mar- 
tin, Maxie Rosenbloom. Directed by Gus 
Meins, Screenplay, Pat Flick, Edward 
Elisch, Morton Grant; from play by Kath- 
arine Kavanaugh; camera, Henry Sharp; 


editor, Phillip Cahn, At Liberty, Line 
coln, dual. Running time, 61 mins. 

TrIPP wcccccccccccses eeeees Charles Ruggles 
Carslake ...66.- Ceeeerccesess Richard Lane 


CASPCTr cesccccccccecccese++++-mtepin Ketchit 


McCoy cccccccceccece Maxie Rosenbloom 






GYPSY ..see C0sesoee Marian Martin 
ANME ccccccccvcescccocersseess Ona Munson 
Margie ...... eeeee. Frances Robinson 
WEE coccdccsvececs ecccccerese Regis Toomey 
Aunt Elizabeth,.....e0....--Georgia Caine 
Taxi Driver..... secccocceces Benny Baker 
Reporter ...ccccccccccccceseses Eddie Acuff 
BOD ocecce eoccccccccccces Raymond Parker 
MOG: Sic ccccvbccedéccess Stanley Hughes 





A wedding prank lays the ground- 
work for ‘His Exciting Night,’ and 
it’s no ordinary wedding night 
either. It’s a fair part of Charles 
Ruggles, played in his usual style, 
but unfortunately, it’s not one which 
will see him through to the better 
brackets in playing time. It’s just 
a so-so picture, nothing commanding 
for marquee or b.o. Dual designed, it 
won't stray from caste. 

Ruggles is a down-trodden clerk 
in an agency, about to marry well 
to Ona Munson, whose aunt, Geor- 
gia Caine—who would give a battle- 
axe the first two swings and still 
come out on top—has an account 
with the company. When it appears 
Ruggles, after marriage, will take 
the account away, Richard Lane, 
who owns the company, decides to 
queer the nuptials. Can’t stop it, so 
goes to Maxie Rosenbloom, a weight- 
hoisting, hand-to-hand balancing 
vaudevillian, and borrows his blonde 
wife to do the badger trick. It works 
—and how! 

Screenplay had Ruggles in mind, 
allowing \his faltering, unsure style 
full play. Richard Lane, usually 
throwing a lot of words in the RKO- 
Joe Penner efforts, has an equally 
heavy word-pitching assignment 
here, and he acquits himself nicely. 
Maxie Rosenbloom, with a double- 
take mind on which there is no such 
thing as an indelible impression, 
thick-tongues his way to minor ap- 
plause, but it remains for Marian 
Martin, the blonde who works the 
badger trick, to catch the eye when 
she walks on. Her walk is more 
eloquent than her talk. Benny 
aker, a screwy taxi-driver who 
wants to commit suicide because he 
can’t hit a high note, appears a little 
self-conscious about the role. é 
Georgia Caine’s rich old aunt bit, 
coupled with some slow motion by 
Stepin Fetchit, some worrying of 
Grade A caliber by Regis Toomey 
—all are good supporting parts. Ona 
Munson, who started and stopped 
about four or five years ago. reap~ 
pears as the Ruggles bride who be- 
lieves in him all the way. Barn 
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MAD ABOUT MONEY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, Nov. 28. 

British Lion release of Joe Rock-Elstree 
Production. Stars Lupe Velez, Jean Colin, 
Wallace Ford, Ben Lyon, Directed by 
Melville Brown. Screenplay, John Meehan, 
jr., from original by John E. Harding; 
music, James Dyrenforth, Kenneth Leslie 
smith, De Wolfe; camera, John Stumar, 


A.S.C. At Cambridge, London. Running 
e, 77 mins. 2 
Earle GO Hulelv@.ccccccccscovees Lupe Velez 
Roy Harley.....sceesesesteres .. Ben Lyon 
Peter Jackson...eesseeeeetsee Wallace Ford 

Diana WeSl...ccecereeseeeesress Jean 

OttO. csc ccveeececercecccess Harry Langdon 
Pesey - Leeeeeeeeeeestseececseses + MALY Cole 
Jerry SCAB. .cccceereeseeces Cyril Raymond 
Eric Williams. .ceceeeeeeeeess Ronald Ward 
Gloria Dane.....cceeeeeseeress Olive Sloane 





Picture was made about three 
ears ago at the Joe Rock studios. 
ts delay in presentation could not 
possibly have been due to lack of 
quality, but probably due to finan- 
cial complications. There’s much to 
commend it and there would be 
much more had it been put out im- 
mediately after production. Times 
have since changed, but it’s still a 
good musical at popular prices here, 
and a reasonable dual fill-in in 
America. 


There’s a fine cast, headed by four 
Hollywood filmsters, plus a clever 
English ingenue, Jean Colin. Pro- 
duction and photography are good. 
Lupe Velez, Ben Lyon, Wallace 
Ford and Harry Langdon acquit 
themselves well. 

Just the usual masquerade story 
of an ambitious actress passing her- 
gelf off as an heiress, and a near- 
broke film company trying to cash 





in on her ‘millions.’ Even the sweet 
roung thing is included; she agrees 
o sacrifice her honor to make good 
on the hoax. 

Picture y’ill have to click reason- 
ably strong here to get back pro- 
duction costs, which must have been 
eonsiderable. Jolo. 


SACRIFICE OF HONOR | 


(‘Sacrifice d’Honneur’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Tri-National release of Imperial produc- 
tion. Stars Annabella. Directed by Mar- 
¢el L'Herbier. Screenplay by L’ Herbier and 
Charles Spaak from story by Claude Far- 
rere and Lucien Nepoty; music, Jean Le- 
goir; editing and titling by Forrest Izard. 
At Normandie, N. Y., week Nov, 30, ‘38. 

Running time, 80 mins. 


Jeanne de Corlaix.....e..eeues Annabella 
Captain de Corlaix........- Victor Francen 
Admiral MorbraZ......eseeessseess Signoret 
JLieutenant d'Artelle........ Robert Vidalin 
Commander Brambourg......- Pierre Renoir 
SMAWS cecccdcccsgresdeccccr Roland Toutain 
ANCE cccvccccrcecrcccscedsces Rosine Derean 





(In French, with English Titles) 

This opening attraction at the 
stylish Normandie, Park avenue cin- 
ema, appropriately enough is a 
ene production and essentially of 

arisian flavor, Film is ideal for this 
gpot, and the fact that Annabella 
eurrently is in the romantic lime- 
light (in company of Tyrone Power 
fn South ~America) will not hurt 
either. ‘Sacrifice d’Honneur’ should 
@ollect good, returns in arty houses 
end perhaps wlsewhere if the ex- 
hibitor is smart enough to plug the 
ection phases of the film. Name of 
Annabella is the only one recogniz- 
e@ble by American audiences, al- 
though strongest roles are assigned 
to others. 


Picture is a fairly gripping fable 
ef a naval commander's efforts 
save his battle wagon after a sur- 
prise attack by an enemy cruiser, 
and his battle to save his rank in the 
navy at the hands of a courtmartial. 
The indiscreet love affair by the 
youthful wife of the navy com- 
mander, which figures in the power- 
ful courtmartial episode, has been 
treated with piquancy but much 
care. 

‘The thing that will impress the 
average American fan is the uncer- 
tain pace set by the scripters and di- 
rector. For example, earlier pas- 
sages at a ship farewell party aboard 
the battleship and almost up to the 
battle scene turn out tedious and 
often so belabored they are hard to 
follow. But, typical of Director Mar- 
cel L’Herbier’s efforts, once the ship 
captain gives the order to ‘clear for 
action,’ the story moves along with 
swiftness and dispatch. Then, exem- 
plifying the d-downs of the 
film’s quality, there is that sequence 
where the crew, virtually all in one 
lifeboat, call out in a body for the 
captain to come with them that 


. Bmacks of musical comedy treat- 


ment. Film then pushes up to a 
sturdy finish with the courtmartial- 
ing of the badly wounded ship com- 
mander who has been miraculously 
rescued, 

The captain’s wife accidentally 


* was trapped inside her sweetheart's 


cabin and taken on the cruise, which 
enables her to come in later and 
vouch for her husband's fidelity to 
duty even though her presence in 
the younger officer’s cabin makes it 
look bad in the —* eyes. 
Annabella provides a high-pitched 
interpretation as the young wife, 
which possibly explains why she 
was given a chance in Hollywood. 
It is not, however, her finest screen 
effort or even her best work in a 
foreign picture. The director ap- 
pears partly to blame, and certainly 
much of the photography is unflat- 
tering while she suffers from faulty 
makeup throughout, Outstanding in 
support is the vigorous portrayal of 
the ship commander by Victor Fran- 
cen. Another excellent characteriza- 
tion is furnished by Signoret. | 
Pierre: Renoir, as the senior lieu- 





to| to speak of. 


tenant under Capt. Corlaix, provides 
a colorful bit of villainy. Robert 
Vidalin is the young officer who has 
had an affair with the captain's wife. 
Roland Toutain, in the role of an of- 
ficer’s menial, gives a droll perform- 
ance that provides about the only 
humor of the piece. 

Forrest Izard’s English titling is 
capital. No cameraman credited, but 
just as well because. Wear. 


Brothers of the West 


Victory release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars Tom Tyler. Directed by 
Sam Katzman. Original and screenplay, 
Basil Dickey; camera, Bill Hyer: editor, 
Holbrook Todd. At Liberty, Lincoln, dual 
Running time, 56 mins. 

Ws caadds6 tte conenedddebaasdes Tom Tyler 
Eee 6h.ceds 64 todbenseweteebea ss Leis Wilde 








BMMIO. ccccccicvescdcecs eeee-Dorothy Short 
LPL LT ECC TT eececes: Lafe McKee 
Plicis oc ncencescvceqecesegocecesss Bob Terry 
SE cadedeccecaicns eeeee.-Dave O’Brien 


WU inanehdmee«stoaeecabas Roger Wilkams 





Strictly a quickie, ‘Brothers’ will 
be equally quickly off the books in 
most of the spots it plays. It’s a 
tedious western, full A dumb lines, 
with little evidence of pen or di- 
rectorial brushing, before, during 
process of, or after shooting. 

Mistakes are so obvious they bring 
hoots from even the most careless 
western seer. Nearly everybody 
knows a newspaper won't cause a 
smoky fire, that women sometimes 
change clothes, and that no man is 
apt to carry a complete change of 
wardrobe around in the rear seat of 
his car without causing a bit of won- 
derment. 

There are probably 
camera moves in ‘Brothers,’ so the 
film couldn’t have taken much more 
than a week to complete once it got 
to the shooting stage. It’s about 
Tom Tyler’s ‘brother, Bob Terry, 
getting mixed up in a robbery by 
the Roger Williams gang, which 
brings Tyler, a CMPA star lugger. 
to help, and it takes 56 minutes of 
forcing obstacles to keep the film 
from becoming completed earlier. 

It’s a poor place for any member 
of the cast to show quality. and none 
does. Especially noticeable about 
the picture is the complete lack of 
wardrobe. The two women start 
and finish in the same duds, Lois 
Wilde in riding pants and boots, and 
Dorothy Short in a house dress. 
Tyler has on store clothes at the be- 
ginning, but reverts to his usual black 
sagebrush garb and stays with it. 
Roger Williams is evenly dapper, 
two outfits used. 

Strictly filler for western houses. 

Barn. 


RETOUR A L’AUBE 


(‘Return to the Dawn’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 26. 

Cinematographique release ef J. Bercholz 
production. Stars Danielle Darrieux; fea- 
tures Jacques Dumesnil, Pierre Dux, Pierre 
Mingand, Directed by Henry Decoin. Story, 
Vicki Baum; scenario, Pierre Wolf, De- 
coin; music, Paul Misraki; camera, Tiquet, 
de Regnier. At Marignan, Paris. Running 
time, 80 mins. 

Cast: Danielle Darrieux, Pierre Dux, 
Jacques Dumesnil, Pierre Mingand, Ray- 
mond Cordy, Therese Drony, Samson Fain- 
silver, Delaittre. 


‘Return to the Dawn’ is a Danielle 
Darrieux film throughout. And if she 
were not there, it would not be much 
Support is good, story 
holds enough water and Henri De- 
coin has directed well; but illogical 
yarn, with unexpected letdown end- 
ing, makes this one falter. Miss 
Darrieux’s performance will put it 
on the top-paying side in this coun- 
try, but it’s problematical for abroad. 


Action begins as Miss Darrieux 
marries a railway station-master. 
The trains, with their travelers, give 
her dreams of a life unknown to her 
but one she'd like to try. News of 
a heritage in Budapest allows her 
to catch the Budapest Express, the 
train that had been the principal 
incentive for those dreams. 

In the Budapest station she en- 
counters a man she has known in 
her little village. She refuses to al- 
low him to show her the town but 
takes his card. The inheritance col- 
lected, she misses her returning 
train while visiting coutourier. She 
calls the friend and keeps the ren- 
dezvous in her new finery. 

She amuses herself, drinks, gam- 
bles, and thereby finds herself in 
a hotel room with an international 
jewel thief, having been used as a 
tool to take a diamond necklace out 
of a casino. The arrest which _fol- 
lows sees the thief commit suicide 
and the girl released and returned 
to her home and a worried husband. 

Miss Darrieux, given plenty _of 
chance to prove her acting ability. 
does well. Jacques Dumesnil is good 
as the thief but a hardened interna- 
tional thief does not unsually com- 
mit suicide because he has involved 
an innocent woman, which makes 
the story illogical. Pierre Dux, as 
the railway stationmaster, offers fair 
support and Pierre Mingand, as the 
playboy acquaintance, gets in some 
good comedy. Raymond Cordy shows 
again that rightly cast he’s always 
good support; in this case a porter 
at the station. Samson Fainsiliber 
overplays as detective. 

Exterior shots taken in Hungary 
are picturesque enough, but too 
much emphasis is placed on wedding 
scenes. Dialog is generally good, but 
it could have carried more punch 





at the end. Hugo. 


18 major | 


RETURN OF THE FROG 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, Novy. 24. 
British Lion release of Herbert Wilsox 
preduction. Stars Gordon Harker. Directed 
by Maurice Elvey. Screenplay, Ian Hay; 
scenario, Gerald Elliott, from Edgar Wal- 
lace’s story, ‘The India Rubber Men’; cam- 
era, George Stretton. At Cambridge, Lon- 


den. Running time, 75 mins. 

Inepector - Wiis. cc ccus sees Gordon Harker 
MOU. Ci cas 6 cids fadesawen Una O’Connor 
i RRR ye ee i Hartley Power 
Btiatk 52 Pees ae b6bsé660dd0te erases Rene Ray 
ery eee eee Cyril Smith 
Galiy Oaks. 5005. fcc cesses Charles Lefeaux 
Chief Commissioner........ Charles Carson 
ee Fee et Pee Py George Hayes 
BPO... . soGaede cabanas Meinhardt Maur 
Seay Offer .sscéicedsucncs st Alexander Field 
PUGS... . cabunevancd poked Aubrey Mallalieu 





Like Sherlock Holmes, they can 
never kill off the ‘Frog.’ Current 
picture has him trapped in a steam 
crane and as he’s being lowered for 
capture, one of the mullet-headed 
cops opens it at the bottom, ~ermit- 
ting him to drop into the water and 
escape. 

Taking the intensive American 
gangster films as a standard of com- 
parison, this one isn’t pretentious 
enough for topnotch presentation in 
the U. S., though it has considerable 
suspense and laughs. 


The ‘Frog’ is the mysterious head 
of a gang of criminal: in London. 
They work in mysterious ways and 
leave a stencilled drawing of a frog 





on the walls of every place they 
loot. Gordon Harker has been iden- 
tified as Inspector Elk, both on the 
stage and in films for several years, | 
and in this instance he’s ably sup- 
ported by Hartley Power, Una 
O’Connor, Rene Ray, George Hayes 
and Meinhardt Maur. There’s no at- 
tempt at exceptional photography or 
an elaborate production. Direction 
is adequate. Jolo. 


SANTA FE STAMPEDE 


Republic release of William Berke pro- 
duction. Features John Wayne, Ray Cor- 
rigan, Max Terhune. Directed by George 
Sherman. Original by Luci Ward; screen- 


play, Luci Ward and Betty Burbridge; edi- 
tor, Tony Martinelli; camera, Reggie Lan- 
ning. Reviewed in Projection Room, Dec. 
1, *38. Running time, 56 mins. 
eS re eer rey John Wayne 
cc OM er ee Ray Corrigan 
Lullaby Joslin................Max Terhune | 
og Be VO errr rrr William Farnum 
DE TA No cecbéeets 0.00 June Martel 
hs :4.000ctaceveessanseys Le Roy Mason 
Billy Carson.........«.+...Martin Spellman 
Julie Jane Carson......+....... Genee Hall 
Nski6k 64 bts nee 400406 640 Ferris Taylor 
PRINS en's ci.nbas 4s4ac50e eo Tom London 





All the ingredients of a good west- 
ern are here. Given an almost air- 
tight script, terrific suspense, some 
roeotin’-tootin’ hard-fisted  sorrel- 
saddiers on the side of law and 
order, and a ruthless thorough-going 
villain, western producers can’t go 
wrong. 


Title is meaningless, but the theme | 
is as old as westerns go—dealing | 
with claim jumpers and gang of bad 
men who terrorize a mining town, 
aided and abetted by a corrupt and 
sodden justice of the peace. Latter 
atones for his misdeeds in the last 
reel by turning on his law-breaking 
cronies, but pays for it with his life. 


Wayne, Corrigan and Terhune, as 
the Three Mesquiteers, take a hand 
in the proceedings, defy Le Roy 
Mason and his desperadoes; circum- 
vent their attempt to steal a bonanza 
mine discovered by William Far- 
num, and successfully battle to dis« 

rove accusations by the ‘gang’ that 

ayne himself was the claim-jump- 
er and murderer of Farnum and his 
little daughter. 

Action scenes are handled in 
straightforward dramatic style with 
few attempts at humor to lighten 
things up. What laughs there are 
Terhune provides with his standard 
business, the ventriloquist’s dummy. 
Wayne and Le Roy Mason in the 

ayel roles are thoroughly be- 
ievable. William Farnum is okay 
as the murdered mine owner. June 
Martel, as the romantic interest, has 
little to do. Her big scene comes 
when she dashes into jail to help 
Wayne make a getaway before the 
mob ‘gets’ him, but she is finished 
off before climax of the scene is 
reached. Martin Spellman and 
Genee Hall score in juvenile parts. 


Mob scenes at the jail and a near- 








lynching is the _—— sequence of 
the yarn, and will have fans sitting 
on the edge of their seats. Scenery, 
photography and direction are stand- 
ard. Flicker will satisfy every 
western fan. 


RANCHO GRANDE 


(MEXICAN-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Atlas release of Alfonso Rivas 
mente production. 


Bosta- 
Stars Tito Guizar. Di- 


rected by Fernando de Fuentes. Music, 
Lorenzo Barcelata. At World, N. Y., week 
Dec. 1, '38. Running time, 3 mins. 

JOWG FARCIOCG so. occ ccvescseces Tito Guizar 
PONPC ccceseccctiosvesccsccdé Rene Cardona 
Crud, coccsccccscccccesers Esther Fernandez 
Martin. cacccosecccccccess Lorenzo Barcelata 
Florentino...-+. eoccccesess++.-Carlos Lopez 
pv er ee ere Emma Roldan 
Don Rosendo.....eeeesse0+- Manuel Noriega 
VeEMARCIO. « vcrccccosccceccseces Hernan Vera 
Don Nabo€.occcccrccccsces A. Sanchez Tello 





(In Spanish; with English Titles) 

Some excellent music and colorful 
scenery elevate ‘Rancho Grande’ 
above the level of the usual horse 
opry. What is probably more no- 
table however, is that it includes 
probably Mexico’s outstanding per- 
sonality of the air, Tito Guizar. 
‘Rancho’ was one of the award-win- 
ners at the Venice International Ex- 





position last fall and bids fair to 
become a big money-maker among 





Se 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


— 





Newspapers will handle publicity on Irene Castle McLaughlin and the 
KKO film, “The Castles,’ with kid gloves, one group extending over U. S. 
having been warned to go lightly and be extremely careful on any pub- 
licity. The reason for this touchy attitude is that Mrs. Irene C. McLaugh- 
lin experienced difficulties in the past with the press. These papers claim 
they have had enough of her letter-writing and threats of lawsuits. 

Parallel 100 feet tall, highest ever used in picture making, was built on 
the RKO ranch to film a dance sequence showing Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers dancing across a 500-foot map of the United States in “The Castles.’ 
Parallel was built of steel. Wooden construction was barred since collapse 
of a parallel during the shooting of ‘Gunga Din.’ 





Report current in Philly that the $5,000,000 Mastbaum theatre here, not 
yet 10 years old, would be torn down to make way for a parking lot, is 
denied by Ted Schlanger, zone manager for Warner Bros., which controls 
the house. Far out of the center of the city and always a white elephant, 
the 5,000-seater has been alight fewer than four of its 10 years. 

Opinion of Quakertown real estate men now is that Warners has post- 
poned any plan to raze the empty palace because of bad public reaction 
it is feared such a tax-saving move would engender now, when the city 
is in extreme financial straits. 





Although it was not announced, ‘Ballerina,’ current at the Little Car- 
negie, N. Y., won the grand prize as the best film entered at last year’s 
Paris exposition. Picture was then called ‘La Mort du Cynge’ (‘The Dying 
Swan’), but was retitled for U. S. distribution. Arthur Mayer and Joseph 
Burstyn, who distribute ‘Ballerina’ in the U. S., purposely avoided plug- 
ging the fact that it was a prize-winner because nearly all French films 
are billed as having copped some sort of prize and they were afraid it 


| might be a stigma in the case of ‘Ballerina.’ 





Slight difference of $4,500 caused RKO to drop the ‘Affairs of Annabel’ 
series which was showing a neat profit. Studio economist, who had a 
contract coming up next month, recommended that the series be dropped 
when Jack Oakie asked for $50,000 a picture. ‘Annabel’ pictures cost less 
than $200,000 apiece and were considered a good investment. Same studio 
economist is also whittling expenses on a petty. scale and at the same time 
whittling down company loyalty. 





Although Jeffrey Bernerd’s contract as Gaumont-British’s general man- 
ager, which had two and a half years more to run, was reported settled for 
$118,750, it was finally settled for $90,000. Remainder of the pact had 
amounted to $128,000. Bernerd since formed his own company, to dis- 
tribute Grand National in England. 





Perhaps a record high for a film scoring job is the $258,000 budgeted 
for Metro’s ‘Great Waltz,’ with Dr. Arthur Gutman, German importee, 
doing the batoning. The elaborate arrangements of the Strauss music for 
the film operetta came to that amount, including orchestrations, musi- 
cians, personnel, etc. 





New grease paint to make round faces look thin has been developed 
by Jack Dawn, Metro’s makeup head. Currently it is used on Reginald 
Owen to make him look like a thin-faced Scrooge in ‘A Christmas Carol.’ 


Paint has the effect of lengthening an actor’s face without interfering with 
his expression. 





Report that Paramount would set up a separate sales department on 
short subjects, with Lou Diamond in charge, is denied. Move would mean 
a return to a former system which Par had when it maintained a shorts 
sales head, the same as some other companies continue to do, including 
Metro, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox. 





Metro is watching closely to ascertain what reception is accorded ‘Boys 
Town’ when it is submitted for showing in Germany, because the work of 
a Catholic priest is praised. Officials are hopeful that the film will be 
okayed simply on its entertainment value. 





New Television Tour of National Broadcasting-RCA is not doing any- 


thing like the business anticipated. Estimate this week was that it was ~ 


attracting only about 68% as much patronage as the radio studio tours. 
Television Tour started out Sept. 1. 





‘Wild Innocence,’ current feature at the Belmont, N.Y., is an Australian 
picture about a tame kangaroo. It was made two years ago and reviewed 


from Australia by Variety at that time, under’ the title, ‘Wilderness 
Orphan.’ 





Jimmy Durante had to pull out of Metro’s ‘Song of the West’ to report 
for work in New York in Dwight Wiman’s stage musical, ‘Swing to the 
Left,’ under an earlier commitment. Comic offered Lyman $5,000 to post- 
pone the start of ‘Swing’ rehearsals until the finish of the picture. 





Universal is trying to set more cooperative deals with big names on the 
order of its Bing Crosby and W. C. Fields single film contracts. The stars 
work cutrate, on a partial financing and participating arrangement. 





Theatre Authority won a decision over the L. A. Examiner, forcing the 
Hearst paper to turn over 15% of the gross collected at its Christmas bene- 
fit entertainment, in order to line up screen personalities. 





April 16 next marks Charlie Chaplin's 50th birthday and distribs of his 
old comedies are pointing towards that date for a reissue drive of the 
former silents, now with synced accompaniments, 





Metro added a footnote trailer to ‘Young Dr. Kildare’ heralding the fact 
that this is the first of a new series. Film was first released sans trailer. 








STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Metro bought ‘20 Little Worki 
Girls,’ by Val Burton and Bradfo 


all Sunnte-eoseeang, poses, as it’s 
been in its native Mexico. 

Casting has been good and even 
Guizar, who heretofore hasn’t indi- 
cated that he’s any thespic wow, 


ay | to we opt. — in the _ Ropes. 
ning. good story helps it along. ps : 
dealing with Guizar’s love for Esther 20th-Fox purchased = ‘The Big 


Drum,’ an original by John Francis 
Larkin. 

Joel Y. Dane sold his story, ‘Graft 
at Straws,’ to Universal. 


Paramount acquired Patterson 
McNutt’s original, ‘Happy Ending.’ 

‘Called Back,’ by Paul Conway, 
bought by Warners. me 

Andrew Stone sold his original, 
‘Wife Under Contract,’ to Paramount. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

‘Off the Record’ is release title for 
‘Unfit to Print’ at Warners. 

‘Hi Yo, Silver,’ is final tag of fea- 
ture version of Republic's ‘Lone 
Ranger’ serial in foreign markets. 

20th-Fox changed ‘Dangerous 
Cargo’ to ‘Chasing Danger.’ 


Fernandez, and the complications 
that arise when Rene Cardona, his 
friend, not knowing of their secret 
love, compromises the girl. 

Miss Fernandez is a looker and 
would well decorate Hollywood pic- 
tures with’ Mexican backgrounds. 
Cardona’s another who would show 
up well in the film colony. He's a 
good actor and his blonde looks, un- 
usual for one of Spanish extraction, 
film very well. 

Of the music, the traditional Mex- 
ican air, ‘Rancho Grande,’ is a click 
as sung by Guizar, while other music, 
as arranged by Lorenzo Barcelata 
from native folk songs, is also pleas- 
antly diverting. Camera and direc- 
tion are good although pace lags 
badly during the first half. Running 
85 mins., at least 10 could be cut 
to advantage from the first half hour. 
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| Films to Weld Good Will 








(Continued from page 1) 





p-talks, exchange of literature. re- 
cording of typical tunes and folk- 
music, and other hand-holding. 


Through the newly-established 
vu. S. Film Service, the committee 
suggested the National Emergency 
Council should undertake projects 
which “will not be competitive with 
private enterprise, but will endeavor 
to supplement such _ enterprise.’ 
Agency would be clearing-house for 
film matters of interest to the 21 
American Republics. 

Place of the commercial producers 
in the program was not specifically 
explained. General hope in official 
quarters, however, is that the indus- 
try, through the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America, 
Inc., will contribute their resources to 
the disguised propaganda campaign. 
Companies can make _ educational 
shorts which, besides supplementing 
the Government efforts, would also 
be usable in this country, it has been 
suggested. 

Propaganda Pix 

Concrete scheme for the Federal 
authorities involves rescoring, re- 
editing, and dubbing into Spanish 
and Portuguese the six existing films 
prepared by the Film Service, pro- 
duction of two new films, and’ pur- 
chase of projection equipment for 
U. S. embassies and _.legations 
throughout North, Central and South 
America. Overhauling the present 
pix would cost $30,000, according to 
the report. The new films, each 
costing $45,000, would be largely de- 
scriptive, one about the other mem- 
bers of the Pan-American bloc for 
the U. S. and one lensed here for ex- 
hibition abroad. In addition, films 
descriptive of the Coast Guard 
would be revised and adapted for ex- 
hibition in the Spanish and Portu- 
guese-speaking countries, at an out- 
lay of $10,000. 

Creation of a film library, inaugu- 
ration of an exchange service, backed 
up by a traveling representative, and 
distribution of advertising material 
are other moves advocated by the 
committee. Appropriation of $18,500 
suggested. One man and a secretary 
would supervise the distribution and 
booking, while the field agent would 
operate in Mexico, Chile, Argentina 
and Brazil, conducting previews and 
contacting foreign officials, press, 
trade representatives, and leading 
citizens. In distributing and ex- 
ploiting the Government films, the 
new units would feed out press re- 
leases, posters, exhibits, radio bally- 
hoo, and other promotion material. 


Permanent projection equipment 
should be installed in seven U. S. 
embassies—Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Peru— 
where $28,000 worth of apparatus is 
needed. Report recommended a 
booth at each diplomatic center con- 
taining two 35 mm. and one 16 mm. 
machines, complete with screens and 
sound equipment, 


Col.’s U, S. Shorts 


Columbia Pictures has a crew 
shooting scenes of the Washington 
scene on first of series of shorts on 
the Federal Government. There will 
be a reel on virtually every vital 
division of the Government. 


Pathe newsreel has entered its bids 
on Federal Housing Administration 
pictures, both 35-millimeter and 16- 
mm., with FHA reported favoring 
color pictures on subject matter. 





Woo New Markets 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Plans to extend the remaining 
foreign film markets and to develop 
new outlets to replace trade lost in 
Germany, Austria, Italy, China and 
Spain are being mulled by executive 
heads of the major picture com- 
panies. 


Immediate action to strengthen 
their foothold in South American 
countries was recommended by Will 
Hays at a meeting with leading pro- 
ducers before he trained east. Prexy 
of the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America said the out- 
look was favorable, both here and 
abroad, but added that results were 
up to the producers and distributors 
themselves, ¢ 

It is the consensus that biggest 
percentage of foreign grosses must 
come from England and other Eng- 
lish-speaking countries. The pro- 
ducers were warned to regulate their 
Production costs with this idea in 
mind, 

Hays said an amicable agreement 
is now being worked out in the east 
between distributors and exhibitors. 
He said the future indicated a more 
cooperative relationship between the 





two groups, and that problems of the 
exhibitor would receive full atten- 
tion, 


The question of industry partici- 
pation in the New York and San 
Francisco expositions was discussed 
but definite action was delayed pend- 
ing a further conference. 

Cliff Work, executive v.p. in charge 
of production at Universal, and J. R. 
McDonough, RKO-Radio executive, 
were elected to the board of direc- 
tors of the Coast producers Associa- 
tion, 


Joseph M. Schenck presided at the 
meeting, called to receive annual re- 
port of Hays. Among those attend- 
ing were Work, McDonough, L. B. 
Mayer, Nate Blumberg, Samuel 
Goldwyn, George J. Schaefer and 
Harry Cohn. 





Europe’s Jitters 


Europe’s jitters does not bode well 
for future business of American dis- 
tributors. European nations were 
hardly back to normalcy after the 
war scare, ended temporarily at least 
by the Munich pact, when new de- 
mands by aggressive nations, exten- 
sion of Nazi influence and internal 
dislocations stirred fresh apprehen- 
sions. 


Central Europeans arriving in New 
York predict that Europe will re- 
semble a war camp for the next 10 
or 12 months. And while this situa- 
tion prevails, there must be fresh 
flareups, such as the recent demand 
by the Italian press for the return 
to Italy of colonies from France. 

It is this unrest in Europe which 
is feared most as a threat to Ameri- 
can film business abroad. Both Eu- 
ropeans and foreign department rep- 
resentatives of U. S. companies re- 
gard it as being more harmful than 
possibly a real outbreak of hostilities. 
It is the uncertainty of the future, 
plus. the fact that this uncertainty 
harms normal business, money con- 
ditions and the actual foreign money 
rate which is viewed with apprehen- 
sion by American producers and dis- 
tributors. 

Foreign film officials are cognizant 
of the losses to American picture 
companies in numerous nations 
within the last tw. or three years. 
The market in Spain is nil. China’s 
revenue is heavily reduced because 
of continued fighting with Japanese 
troops. Revenue from Japan, already 
handicapped by the money-drain 
caused by the campaign in China, is 
tied up for three years, with Ameri- 
can films just going into that coun- 
try now after a ban of about a year. 
American companies now stand to 
lose the entire Italian market the 
first of the year as result of the na- 
tionalization decree on foreign dis- 
tributors. 

Any returns from former Austria 
and parts of Czechoslovakia have 
been reduced to virtually nothing as 
result of Germany’s taking control. 

Indicative of the present unrest in 
Europe is the recent purge of Nazi 
leaders in Roumania and hint of 
more trouble to come. Also in the 
spread of Fascist influence into Po- 
land and Czech territory not already 
taken over by the Nazis. . 

Troubled situation in France was 
shown last week.in the planned na- 
tionwide strike and, in addition, 
France is troubled with its monetary 
situation. 


Rogers’ P.A. Big B.0. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
Roy Rogers, Republic western 
star, personaling at the Palace here, 
broke the house record, playing to 
approximately 10,000 in two days. 
At a 25c admission gross was 
$2,800. 








Norfolk, Va., Dec. 6. 


Gene Austin is set for two-day 
appearance at Colonial here Dec. 9- 
10, in connection with showing of 
his flicker, ‘Songs of the Saddle.’ 





Morros-Korda Dicker 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Boris Morros is negotiating with 
Alexander Korda and will talk with 
the latter when he gets here. For- 
mer Paramount studio’s music head 
also has local negotiations, which he 
would prefer to leaving the coun- 
try. j 

No successor at Par has been 
chosen. Irvin Talbot has been men- 
tioned among others and is said to 
have an inside track for the berth. 
He’s been first aide to Morros. 





Haym Salomon in 4 Reeis 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Warners has picked ‘The Sons of 
Liberty’ as title of the forthcoming 
picture based on the life of Haym 
Salomon, Jewish patriot of the 
American Revolution. 

Bryan Foy will make the four- 
reeler in Technicolor from a story 
developed by Crane Wilbur and 
Rowland Leigh. It was originally 
to have been feature-length. 


UA G. M. AGAIN 
EMPHASIZES 
S. A. MARKET 


Murray Silverstone, following up 
the policy announced several weeks 
ago at a board meeting of United 
Artists that American producers will 
have to shape their product in the 
future toward the Latin-American 
market, laid particular stress on this 
theme at a subsequent meeting of 
board last Wednesday (30). Attend- 
ing the meeting in New York were 
Mary Pickford, James A. Mulvey rep- 
resenting Samuel Goldwyn, Charles 
Schwartz representing Charles Chap- 
lin, Emanuel Silverstone represent- 
ing Alexander Korda, C. E. Ericksen 
representing Douglas Fairbanks, and 
Murray Silverstone, general man- 
ager of UA. 

Silverstone has advised both Fair- 
banks and Korda to make their next 
productions especially attractive to 
the Spanish market. Korda will 
make several pictures in Hollywood 
instead of just the single picture 
discussed at board meeting on Nov. 
18. 

Another directors’ meeting may be 
held Dec. 9, after Korda arrives from 
Europe. 

Although Lloyd Wright is still in 
town conferring with Silverstone and 
Walter Gould on closing of a deal for 
Spanish pictures to be produced by 
Fortunio Bona Nova in Hollywood, 
no actual contract for the production 
has been signed yet. Probability is 
that final negotiations will be closed 
on the Coast. Wright is expected to 
leave here for Hollywood at the end 
of the week. 


Comm’! Film Co. Formed 














On Coast by Larry Fox: 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

General Commercial Film Co., 
slated to go after advertising coin 
on a big scale, was organized here 
with Lawrence W. Fox, former 
member of the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change, as president. 

Company plans to deal in all types 
of production activity as well as 
maintaining a department to finance 
outside producers of commercial 
films. 

Irving Starr, producer of the 
‘Crime Club’ series at Universal, 
will head the executive committee. 
Walter K. Davies, secretary, will 
handle the advertising. Ben Hersh 
is v.p., and Nicholas S. Ludington, 
William M. L. Fiske and Robert A. 
Rowan are on the board. 


ZIMMER GETS A LIFT 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Dolph Zimmer was upped from 
assistant director to unit business 
manager at Metro. 
First assignment is the new ‘Tar- 
zan’ picture. 








MANDEL VICE DOWD 


Latter Taking Fair Post—21 Years 
With RKO Org 











John Dowd, in charge of advertis- 
jing and publicity for the RKO the- 
|atre chain, resigned effective Fri- 
day (9), stepping out to take an 
executive exploitation post with the 
N. Y. World’s Fair. 

He has been with the old Keith 
circuit and RKO for 21 years. 

Another oldtimer in the company, 
Harry Mandel, formerly with the B. 
S. Moss interests in Keith’s and of 
late years in charge of advertis- 
ing-exploitation for the Charlie Mc- 
Donald division in RKO, will suc- 
ceed Dowd. 

John A. Cassidy will act as gen- 
eral press rep for Greater N. Y. 
h-uses under Mandel, while Patrick 
Grosso succeeds over the McDonald 
division. Fred Herkowitz continues 
to handle Lou Goldberg’s houses 
| and Edward Sniderman remains 
| with R. H. Emde, while Maurice 
| Harris has been appointed to take 
care of the newly created division 
for Solly Schwartz. Blance Liv- 
|ingston remains over trailers and 
| newsreels. 

Peggy Foldes, on screenings and 
| other work, assigned to special pub- 
licity under Mandel. 


N. Y. Sales Execs Of 
20th Off to Coast 
For Distrib Huddles 


The New York contingent of 20th- 
Fox district sales managers and 
others connected with the sales de- 
partment is leaving here for the 
Coast tomorrow (Thursday) for the 
annual district sales managers’ 
meeting in Hollywood Dec. 12. 
|Group consists of William Sussman, 
William Kupper, J. P. O’Loughlin, 
William Gering, Jack Bloom, Jack 
Sichelman, W. J. Clark, Martin 
| Moskowitz, Roger Ferri, Joe Lee, 
| Harry Buxbaum, Edgar Moss and 
Tom Baily. 

Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th- 
Fox, and Charles E. McCarthy, di- 
rector of publicity and advertising, 
leave on Friday (9). 

Clyde W. Eckhart, George Roberts 
and M. A. Levy will join the eastern 
group in Chicago, and W. E. Scott 
and Harry G. Ballance in Kansas 
City. George Ballentine of San 
Francisco and Jack Dillon of Los 
Angeles will also participate in the 
confabs to discuss sales policies of 
forthcoming pictures. 

Headquarters of the sales mana- 
gers will be at the Ambassador 
Hotel, half of the time to be spent 
at the 20th-Fox studios for screen- 
ings. 


Regan Makes Up With 
Rep, Gets Bonus, 2 Pix 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Phil Regan settled his contract dif- 
ficulties with Republic in a confab 
with Herb Yates and agreed to star 
in two pictures, first of which is ‘Hit 
Parade of 1939.’ 

Actor also agreed to drop his 
$18,000 suit against the studio. He 
gets a bonus for the time he has 
been idle since last March. 


























WB to Unloose Flood of Anti-Nazi 


Pix, Market Lost to Them, Anyway 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Warners, ignoring the Nazi gag, 
is preparing a series of pictures ex- 
posing the activities of Hitler agents 
in the U. S. and the treatment of 
political prisoners in Germany. 
Slated to roll this month is a top- 
budgeter, ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ 
screenplayed by Casey Robinson and 
Milton Krims, who attended the re- 
cent German espionage trial in New 
York. Leon G. Torrou, former G- 
man connected with the trial, is 
signed as technical advisor. 

Harsh fate of German Jews is the 
topic of ‘Concentration Camp,’ dusted 


off after months on the shelf, where 
it had been parked to avoid inter- 
national hard feeling. It is assigned 
to Mark Hellinger for production. 

Another suppressed tale to be 
filmed is ‘Career Man,’ dealing with 
the U. S. diplomatic fight against 
Nazi spies. Frank Donohue and 
Warren Duff are screenplaying th2 
original by Robert Bruckner. Mean- 
while Bryan Foy’s scripters are 
working on a story about the Ger- 
man Bund. 

No Warner pictures have been sold 
in Germany or Italy for more than a 
year, with no prospects of selling any 
under the present dictatorships. 














Dirty Linen’ Washing Embarrasses 
At Richey Dinner; Meyers-Steffes 


+ 





Detroit, Dec. 6. 

Testimonial dinner last week to 
H. M. Richey, identified with Allied 
and Co-Operative Theatres here for 
past 18 years, and recently named 
publicity-exhibitor relations counsel 
for RKO in New York, was turned 
into an occasion for ‘washing dirty 
linen.’ Before more than 150 Variety 


Club guests in Hotel Book-Cadillac, 
including city officials and judges, 
Abe Meyers, prez of National Allied 
Theaters, and W. A. Steffes, North- 
west Allied head, unceremoniously 
lit into local exhibs for supposed 
laxity in support of Aliied, thereby 
‘forcing’ Richey to join Co-Operative 
of Michigan year or so ago. 

Local exhibs in audience were 
plainly embarrassed before Mayor 
Richard Reading, city councilmen, 
judges and newspapermen when 
Meyers set the stage for Steffes by 
harpooning film boys. They flew into 
a real rage when Steffes, introduced 
at behest of Meyers, bawled out 
Michigan exhibitors for letting 


| Richey get away from Allied because 


boys didn’t kick in enough money to 
pay him sufficiently.’ 

Sensing inappropriateness of mak- 
ing situash any worse in front of out- 
siders, local exhibs held their tongue 
during affair but handed plenty of 
squawks to Variety Club next day. 
Didn’t object to lambasting, but 
thought it a most inopportune time 
to wash dirty linen when city 
officials and guests were present. 

Mayor Reading, who spoke later in 
evening, took curse off by injecting 
a few cracks, and Richey, as the final 
speaker, smartly avoided any refer- 
ence whatever. In behalf of Allied, 
Meyers presented Richey with a 
silver service set, while local Variety 
Club gave him a three-piece set of 
luggage. 

Besides Mayor Reading and 
Harvey Campbell, general manager 
of Detroit Board of Commerce, pres- 
ent were Ned E. Depinet and Jules 
Levy, of RKO; Glen Cross, George 
Trendle, Dave Idzal and numerous 
other local exhibs, 


ARREST 10 KIDS 
IN IA. BANKO 
GYP GAG 


Des Moines, Dec. 6. 

Because a 12-year-old kid hadn't 
practiced his sleight-of-hand lesson 
sufficiently a ring of bank night 
‘fixers’ has been exposed at Keokuk, 
Iowa. Ten defendants, mostly high 
school boys, pleaded not guilty in 
Keokuk this week to participating 


in the winning of $1,750 bank night 
drawings at the Grand and Iowa 
theatres, both Frisina Theatre Co., 
an Illinois firm. They were indicted 
on charges of cheating by false pre- 
tenses or conspiracy to defraud, and 
released in $250 bond. 

The ring operated in the follow- 
ing manner: several conspirators at- 
tended the drawing. When the m.c. 
called for volunteers from the audi- 
ence to serve as judges, one or more 
of them would go to the stage. The 
ticket would be drawn out of the 
box by a small boy and handed to 
the judges. Then one of the judges, 
by sleight-of-hand, would switch 
tickets, handing back one with the 
name of another conspirator and 
keeping the one drawn from the box. 
The profit was divided by members 
of the ring. 

All went well, according to Police 
Chief E. G. McPherson, until Oct. 25 
last when a 12-year-old boy was 
taken into the deal. He had trouble 
getting the substitute slip out of his 
sleeve and aroused the suspicions of 
the m.c. 

McPherson said the conspirators 
would wait until the bank night sum 
had become large before attemp‘ing 
a ‘killing.’ The indictments charge 
the first fraud took place last Dec. 
28 when $550 was taken by the con- 
spirators. On Jan. 25 they took $400; 
on April 5, $300 and on Sept. 20, 
$500. The next attempt was on Oct. 
25 when the 12-year-old spilled the 
beans. 
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TICKET! 


“I WANT POWERFUL PRE-HOLIDAY ATTRACTIONS!” 


Okay, Mr. Exhibitor, here are big productions now, when your box-office needs them most! “DRAMATIC 
SCHOOL” starring Luise Rainer, Paulette Goddard. World Premiere Radio City Music Hall, starting 
Dec. 8th. It’s the most powerful heart drama since “Stage Door” and in its Hollywood Preview has been 
acclaimed one of the strongest box-office hits of the year. 


as 
Other current M-G-M money attractions to keep your house packed are “OUT WEST WITH THE 
HARDYS,” latest sensation of this famed family, beating even the previous one, “Love Finds Andy Hardy.” 
Also Joan Crawford, Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas in“ THE SHINING HOUR.” 


Also “THE GREAT WALTZ” starring Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, Miliza Korjus. Also “THE 
CITADEL” starring Robert Donat, Rosalind Russell. | 


\! “| WANT THE FINEST XMAS FEATURE EVER MADE!” 


ae Okay, Mr. Exhibitor, here’s “A CHRISTMAS CAROL.” Please screen it immediately and we'll guar- 
j antee that with tears in your eyes, happiness in your heart, you'll agree it’s the fullest 7 reels of audience 





/ 2 thrill and joy you’ve seen since M-G-M’s previous Charles Dickens masterpiece, “David Copperfield.” 


ee ee eee 


And “A CHRISTMAS CAROL?” is a knockout attraction for any season of the year! 


“| WANT A BIG, GALA NEW YEAR’S SHOW!” 


Okay, Mr. Exhibitor, here’s a NewYear’s show as big as a $6.60 Broadway musical hit! It’s“SWEETHEARTS” 
starring JEANETTE MacDONALD, NELSON EDDY. Entirely in Technicolor and the most magnificent 
production that ever combined star-names, hit-songs, soul-stirring love story and unique spectacular pre- 
sentations! It will play day-and-date in -hundreds of theatres across America, a positive clean-up for 
the most popular theatre-going time of the-year! “SWEETHEARTS” will write new box-office history 
for the greatest number of simultaneous bookings and for attendance beyond all previous records. 











| METRO-GOLDWYN-M A YER, THE FRIENDLY COMPANY 
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or the first time in many 
nak iviret half of the month was 
slow, but increased production dur- 
ing the last two weeks resulted in 
total number of job placements for 
extras exceeding. $200,000. ; 

Screen Writers Guild will hold its 
annual dance Dec. 17. Committee in 
charge of arrangements is composed 
of Allen Rivkin, chairman; Ring 
Lardner, Jr., Laura Perelman, Sy 
Bartlett, George Oppenheimer, Mil- 

Sperling. 

to he NLRB has announced that the 
next film case to be taken up will 
be the petition of Screen Writers 
Guild charging major companies 
with unfair labor practice for their 
refusal to recognize certification of 
the Guild as bargaining agent for all 
scriveners. Bernard L. Alpert, at- 
torney formerly with the New Bri- 
tain, Conn,, and San Francisco. of- 
fices of the board, has been assigned 
to the Los Angeles regional office 
to assist in clearing up 333 pend- 
ing picture cases on file. 

Fight for control of studio camera- 
men appears certain with filing of 
petition by American Society of 
Cinematographers, Inc., with NLRB 
for certification as bargaining rep- 
resentative for first photographers. 
Jurisdiction is disputed by the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. Latter now has on 
file with the NLRB a petition claim- 
ing jurisdiction over all workers in 
the photographic end of the industry. 
IA is now negotiating separate 
agreement with Walt. Disney cover- 
ing all photographers at that studio. 

Consent Agreement Voided 

Secret huddles between, studio 
labor tops were renewed yesterday 
(Monday) in an effort to wash up 
petitions before the NLRB involv- 
ing the IATSE. Plans for consent 
agreement between the _ various 
groups blew up last week when 
Carey McWilliams, attorney for the 
Studio Utility Employees Local 724 
and Motion Picture Technicians 
Committee, opposed any settlement 
in advance of a formal hearing to 
determine the facts. 

The IATSE had agreed to relin- 
quish jurisdiction of studio laborers 
to Local 724, but deal fell through 
when Jeff Kibre; of Motion Picture 
Technicians Committee, refused to 
withdraw his petition demanding an 
investigation of IA supervision by in- 
ternational officers, 

Move is still under way to per- 


suade Kibre to withdraw his case | 


and permit a settlement between the 
IA and Local 724. If this move is 
successful, only remaining petition 
before the NLRB would be those of 
the IATSE asking certification as 
bargaining representative for its 12,- 
000 film workers. 

Gist of-settlement proposed by the 
NLRB provided as follows: 

Cancellation of Studio Basic 
Agreement as far as it provides for 
recognition of the Studio Locals of 
the IATSE. 

Posting of notices by major stu- 
dios that membership in the IATSE 
is not a requisite to employment. 
Cease-and-desist order against film 
companies coercing workers or inter- 
fering with formation of any union. 
Similar notice with. reference’ to 
membership in the SUE, notices also 
to be included with next pay checks. 
NLRB to hold election within 30 
days after posting of the notices to 
decide jurisdiction and certify bar- 
Baining representative. for various 
workers now affiliated with the two 
groups. Petition for investigation of 
IA supervision by international of- 
ficers to be withdrawn by Jeff Kibre 
of Motion Picture Technicians Com- 
mittee. 


Studio carpenters and machinists | 


had previously agreed to refrain 


from filing charges in jurisdiction | 


matters in an effort to aid agreement. 
Tops in IA and carpenters and ma- 


day (Monday) with Pat Casey, pro- 
ducer labor contact, to discuss meth- 
ods of negotiating with various crafts 
under new Federal Wage-Hour Act. 
Following meeting of company ex- 
ecutives in east, Sidney R. Kent 
wired instruction to Casey to pro- 
ceed with negotiations. Action was 
taken after reading reports from 
Coast: attorneys of the various com- 
panies, most of whom had conflicting 
opinions as how law should be ap- 
plied to the film industry. 

Negotiations will not include 
crafts under the Studio Basic Agree- 
ment... These will be held later with 
international presidents of organiza- 
tions. Workers under Basic Agree- 
ment include IATSE, teamsters, mu- 
sicians, carpenters and electricians. 

Paramount is first studio to actu- 
ally put new law’ into effect, all as- 
sistant cameramen going on 44-hour 
week, Action resulted in employ- 
ment of 25 additional cameramen,. 
and.has proven successful, both. to 
workers and the producers. If move 
is extended to entire industry it is 
estimated that between 150 and 200 
additional cameramen will be given 
work, 





Elmer F. Andrews, administrator 
,of Wage-Hour law, stated definitely 
| that film industry comes under the 
| act, and that it supersedes any prior 
agreements with unions. The admin- 
|istrator said employers would not 
| be exempt even if unions agreed to 
| work 70 hours without time and a 
| half pay after 44 hours. 
| This ruling, if upheld by the 
| courts, would necessitate rearrange- 
|ment of production schedules which 
now call for 54 and 60 hours before 
overtime starts: Men:affected would 
include photographers, directors and 
| assistants, gaffers, best boys, electri- 
; cians, foremen, etc. 

Andrews said purpose of the Act 
| was to discourage overtime in an ef- 
fort to provide work for the unem- 
ployed, . He said it would be better 
|to give two men 30 hours per week 
| each than to work one man 60 hours, 
even if latter received overtime after 
'44 hours. He stated that rate of 
wages could. not be reduced,. but 
that incomes could. 


Zukor In N. Y. 
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tribution, newsreel, stage contracts, 
etc. In addition he has been a di- 
rector for several years of various 
subsidiary companies and handles 
personal legal matters for Adolph 
Zukor. Through his general admin- 
istrative and departmental duties of 
late years, he is in a position to 
relieve Balaban of many details and 
for convenience is occupying an of- 
fice next to Balaban that has been 
vacant for some time. 

Freeman’s elaborate suite is unoc- 
cupied under the setup that prevails 
at the present time. Final clearance 
on all matters comes up through 
Netter or other divisions of the the- 
atre department that were coord- 
inated under Freeman. Partners and 
others having dealings with the Par 
theatre department will at present 
contact Netter or others, depending 
on the nature of the business, in- 
cluding Montague Gowthorpe, E. 
Paul Phillips, Leonard Goldenson, 
Louis Notarius, W. H. Lawrence, 
Harry Kalcheim, Harry Royster, et 
al., all of whom had Freeman on top 
as final authority. E 

Coincident with Zukor’s assign- 
ment to go abroad and Freeman’s 
shift to the Coast, the plan to name 
an advertising-publicity head at the 
studio over Terry De Lapp and Cliff 
Lewis, who now individually head 
_ separate publicity and advertising 
divisions, respectively, is in work 
‘but nothing has yet been decided. 
| Bob Gillham is at present on the 
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SEX PIC GETS ANOTHER 
CHANCE FOR NY. REVIEW 


Albany, Dec. 6. 
The Appellate Division will re- 
view the action of Irwin Esmond, 
director of the motion picture di- 
vision, State Education Department, 
and a Board of Regents’ committee, 
in denying a license for ‘Human 
Wreckage,’ which the producers, 
Cinema Service Corp., insists is a 
preachment against syphilis. The 
case was to be argued before Su- 
preme Court Justice Francis Bergan 
of Albany, Dec. 9. However, a 
stipulation signed last week by attor- 
neys for the appellants and respond- 
ents provides for reference to the 
Appellate Division, ‘in lieu of de- 
termination by a Supreme Court 








justice.’ Justice Bergan in two pre- 
vious film cases preferred reference | 
to the higher court. Present actior | 
is taken under the new Section 78 
of the Civil Practice Act. 

Kreutzer, Hauser & Seiman, 32 
Broadway, New York, are attorneys 
for Cinema Service. Ernest E. Cole, 
Charles A. Brind, Jr. and Joseph 
Lipsky are counsel for the Educa- 
tion Department. Esmond nixed 
‘Human Wreckage’ last spring on the 
grounds it was ‘indecent, immoral 
and would tend to corrupt morals.’ 
Later a sub-committee of the Re- 
gents consisting of Dr. George J. 
Ryan and Gordon Knox Bell, of New 
York, found it ‘disgusting and nause- 
ating.’ Producers, however, argue 
that picture’s exhibition would be | 
helpful in the present national cam- 
paign against syphilis. 


VARIETY CLUBS 
ELECT SLATES 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 

Louis K. Ansell (Ansell Bros. the- 
atres) was elected Chief Barker of 
the local Variety club at the annual 
election Friday (2). Other officers 
chosen: A. L. Matreci, manager of 
the Uptown, first assistant chief 
barker; Harry Hynes, assistant man- 
ager of Universal Pictures’ local 
branch, second assistant barker; 
Herbert Washburn, National Screen 
Service, property master, and Jo- 
seph Ansell, dough guy. 

The officers will be installed at 
the annual banquet Monday (12) at 
which time Chick Evens, manager 
of Loew’s, retiring chief barker, 

















will be presented with a gift. The 
club has purchased Capt. W. J. 
Menke’s showboat, Goldenrod, for a 
midnight performance Jan. 21 and 
the proceeds will be turned over to 
underpriviliged children. 





Dallas Re-elects 
Dallas, Dec. 6. 

Bob O’Donnell, general manager 
Interstate circuit, has been re-elected 
Chief Barker of Tent 17, Variety 
club. Other officers selected are R. 
E. Griffith, James O. Cherry, assist- 
ant chief barkers; Lloyd Rust, sec- 
retary; Jack Underwood, treasurer. 
Directors, Louis Charninsky, Ed Wil- 
son, Meyer Rachofsky, W. G. Under- 
wood, Wallace Walthall and Harry 
Sachs. 





Balte Elects 
Baltimore, Dec. 6. 

Local Variety Club held its annual 
elections last week and reelected 
Lou Rome as Chief Barker. Frank 
Durkee and Nick Weems were made 
assistant Chief, Barkers and Joe 
Young was returned as Secretary. 
Sam Diamond is treasurer with Ed- 
die Sherwood, Will Hicks, Lawrence 
Schanberger, Elmer Nolte, Ed Kim- 
pel, Joe Grant and Rodney Collier, 
on the Board of Directors. 





Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
W. A. Steffes was, in effect, re- 








elected Chief Barker of the Twin | 


chinists are now negotiating peace Coast and may reach a decision in| City Variety club when members 


settlement. 

Hearing on the proposed settle- 
ment was continued until Feb. 14 to 
Bive unions and the producers an 
Opportunity to make recommenda- 
tions for agreement. 
will be continued in the meantime. 

Terms of Settlement 
L. C. Helm, business representative 


of the SUE, insists that only settle- | 


ment acceptable to his group would 

return of all recognized work 
One prior to 1937 studio strike. 
8242c. an hour for members and 
Closed shop agreement. IA _ had 
agreed to this, which meant hundreds 
of members taken over from Local 
724 shortly before strike would have 
© be returned. Failure of Kibre to 
eee, is holding up settle- 


Major studio managers met yester- 


Negotiations | 


the matter before returning to New 

| York. It is still possible that Al 
Wilkie may go out from New York. 
| In addition to Richards, Par the- 
atre partners or associates who are 
in town include Hunter Perry, in 
charge of Virginia territory, Vincent 
McFaul of Buffalo, and George E. 
Trendle, head of the United Detroit 
group, due today (Wed.). 





Power Goes ‘Arabia’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Tyrone Power is slated to play the 
name role in ‘Burton of Arabia,’ a 
biographical adventure yarn, in 
preparation at 20th-Fox. 
Play is based on the writings of 
Sir Richard Burton, an authority on 
Arabian lore, current around 1800, 





_ voted unanimously to make him the 
‘sole nominee. Nominees for the 
|other offices will be balloted on at 
the election Dec. 12. 





Buffalo Ballots 

Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
Robert T. Murphy, booking direc- | 
| tor of Shea’s Theatres, was elected 
chief barker of the Variety club of 
Buffalo, succeeding Jacob Lavene. 
Other officers: Sidney Lehman, 
United Artists, first vice-barker; 
Ralph W. Maw, Metro manager, sec- 
ond vice-barker, and W. E. J. Martin, 
dramatic critic, secretary and treas- 
urer. New directors are: Constan- 
tine J. Basil, Harry L. Berkson, 
Charles Boasberg, Matthew M. 
Konczakowski, Kenneth G. Robinson, | 
Matthew V. Sullivan, Jr., and Mur- | 








ray Whiteman. 
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SAG Doesn't Think Eastern Film 
‘Studios as Responsible as H'wood 





P.A.s Get Told 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Licensing of all press agents 
for the protection of clients, 
public and newspapers was ad- 
vocated by Russell Birdwell in 
a lecture to the Long: Beach 
Advertising Club. 

‘There are too many men in 
publicity,’ Birdwell said, ‘who 
neither belong nor want to be- 
long to the profession. They 
regard it as a jumping-off place 
to something they think -is bet- 
ter.’ 


ELLIOTT-WB POOL MAY 
SETTLE PHILLY SUIT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

Arrangement whereby receipts of 
his theatre would be pooled with 
those of one of their houses has been 
offered by Warner Bros. to Herb 
Elliott, operator of the Fern Rock 
theatre, if he'll call off his dogs, 
VarIETY learned yesterday. Elliott, 
under the plan, would book and su- 
pervise both houses. He has accept- 
ed that much of the deal, but dis- 
agreement over runs. which still has 
to be ironed out, m:* yet throw his 
monopoly suit against eight major 
producers and their affiliated distrib- 
uting and circuit-operating corpora- 
tions. into court. 

Elliott three weeks ago filed pro- 
ceedings in U. S. District Court in 
which he charged that Warners has 
a monopoly on houses here, which 
has made it impossible for him to go 
into a free and untrammeled market 
to purchase the product he wants. 
As the ultimate means for getting the 
run he wants for his house, he de- 
mands divorcement of the Warner 
circuit from the producing and dis- 
tributing company. His attorney is 
Harry Shapiro, Democratic floor 
leader of the State Senate, who 
threatens to introduce a divorcement 
bill at the next session. 




















ASCAP Wants to Educate 
Exhibs on Score Charges 


Spurred by the report that a bill 
against it is being readied in Iowa, 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, has started 
a campaign of enlightenment among 
the exhibitors in that state. Acting 
on the report that the Iowa exhibs 
are giving their support to the pro- 
posed measure, because of the old 
score charge angle, the Society last 
week circularized them with a 
pamphlet pointing out that the score 
charge has nothing to do with music, 
and that neither ASCAP nor its 
members benefit in any way from 
such fees. 

Attached to the circular were 
copies of an exchange of letters with 
the Hays office over the need for 
again impressing upon the exhib the 
fact that the score charge is in no 
way connected with music copyright 
owners, but, rather, is a fee that the 
film producer collects for the licen- 
sors of sound equipment. Under the 
agreement existing between ERPI 
and its producer licensees, the latter 
must pay the patent holders 8% of 
the gross derived from the exercise 
of the soundtrack licenses. 


Newman Quits Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Alfred Newman has resigned after 
nine years as head of Samuel Gold- 








wyn’s music department. He will 
freelance. 
First assignment is scoring of 


‘Gunga Din’ at RKO. Newman is | 


also up for a radio job. 


‘Wuthering’ Begins 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Shooting on Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘Wuthering Heights’ starts tomorrow 
(Wed.) after 10 days of rehearsals. 
Merle Oberon and Laurence Oli- 
vied head an English cast. 


THAR SHE BLOWS 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Kent Taylor gets the male lead 
opposite Florence Rice in ‘Women 
in the Wind,’ Nat Levine's first pro- 
duction at Metro. 














Screen Actors Guild will sign no 
more long-term production contracts 
with eastern studios. Such pacts in 
the future will be for six-month 
terms instead of 10 years, as were 
the original deals. However, all ex- 
isting contracts will be carried out. 


Reason the 10-year deals will no 
longer be concztuded with indepen- 
dent companies in the East is that 
it is figured such. outfits do not have 
firm enough financial structures to 
make them certain of being in ex- 
istence the full term of the contract. 
In cases where outfits. go out of busi- 
ness it is desired to avoid an experi- 
ence the Guild had on the Coast. In 
that instance, a small indie studio 
folded and left its employees unpaid. 
When the company attempted to 
start production again a few months 
lated the Guild had some difficulty 
enforcing the old wage demands, 
since the studio had a contract cov- 
ering production. 

Guild execs now admit that they 
made a mistake in signing the East- 
ern studios to the 10-year contracts. 
In their haste to get the Eastern 
field completely organized, they 
merely carried out the same policy 
they were pursuing on the Coast. 
That is, of concluding long-term con- 
tracts. They did not realize at that 
time that different conditions at this 
end required different treatment. 

Although all the 10-year contracts 
will be carried out in cases where 
the companies stay in business over 
the full term, any deals with outfits 
which fold will be cancelled. Also, 
while the 10-year contracts have to 
be observed, they all carry clauses 
permitting yearly adjustments. It is 
to.confer on any such changes that 
Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive- 
secretary, is currently in New York. 
While here he may also huddle with 
newsreel officials (including March 
of Time heads) regarding a setup to 
cover such production. If the matter 
is not attended to at this time it will 
probably be acted upon when Thom- 
son returns East in February. He 
expects to fly back to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday) or Friday (9). 

Companies with which Thomson 
will huddle regarding adjustments in 
the existing contracts include Men- 
tone, Tru-Pictures, Audio, 
Coast Service, Caravel and Castle. 
Contract with Pathe, which has dis- 
solved, will probably be cancelled. 


1,250 Members 


Revealed that SAG in Eastern ter- 
ritory now has 1,250 members, but 
executives in New York are mostly 
proud of the manner in which closed 
shop has been made effective. This 
has in effect curbed the membership 
and made possible more employment 
for those on the rolls. 

SAG never has been entirely suc- 
cessful in getting actor members into 
re-enacted scenes of March of Time, 
latter contending that it is a news- 
reel. Final decision on M. of T. will 
await ruling on definition of what 
constitutes a newsreel. 

Guild also is having some difficulty 
in persuading 20th-Fox that mem- 
bers should be employed in making 
fashion shorts. Here again the claim 
is made that this comes in the cate- 
gory of newsreel shooting. SAG is 
understood to have been unim- 
pressed by the argument after view- 
ing one of earlier shorts in this new 
series, produced in the East, in which 
around a dozen top salary models 
appeared in the one-reel production. 
SAG claims that the fashion short is 
a staged production. 





Interstate in a Dicker To 
Take Over Horwitz Chain 


Dallas, Dec. 6. 

Interstate Circuit has been dicker- 
ing with Will Horwitz on a deal to 
take over the Horwitz theatres, 
which are chiefly located in Houston, 

Both have been closely tied-in for 
some years, the Horwitz houses now 
being booked through Interstate. 


-GN Extends Sten 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Grand National is extending com- 
mitment on Anna Sten for three 
more pictures following the showing 
of her first for the studio, ‘Exile Ex- 
press.’ 

New group of pix is budgeted at 
$200,000 each. 








“ee 


West — 








SOR ote es 
me acing Pole . vear-Gh 


ae. 


Eo: - 
See oe x 








Customers would be pleased to 
ride plenty of miles to sce this red- 
blooded, action-crammed drama, 
the most worthy entertainment to 
roli out of Hollywood assembly 
lines in several days. Highly origi- 
nal story is entrusted to sterling 
cast, work of which is highlighted 
by brilliant performance by Akim 
Tamiroff. 






















































rong REPORTER 


Definitely establishes Akim 
Tamiroff as a character star. A good 
cast and a good twist to the story 
pull it chrough for audience interest 
and the exhibitor has enough to 
exploit to let him give audience 
satisfaction. 


©) VARIETY © 


Engrossing story, vigorous direc- 
tion and capital performances click 
tomake ‘RideaCrooked Mile’ virile, 
exciting melodrama of wide appeal. 

















Picture is distinguished by superb 
characttrizations by Tamiroff. 


MOTION PICTURE 


HERALD 


Showmen proffering this power- 
ful film can shout from their 
marquees that Akim Tamiroff proves 
here beyond question his brilliant 
performance in ‘The Buccaneer’’ 
was no fluke. His portrayal of a 
modern American big scale cattle 
thief, true to the traditions of his 
Russian Cossack youth, is among 
the most convincing and vigorous 
acting achievements of the year. His 
vehicle is far off the beaten path. 











There are no hollow heroics in 
the picture as played, and a high 
degree of suspense attained in mid- 
icture is retained steadily until the 
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Overworked Arleen 


loitation plans for “Thanks for 
everthing. new 20th Century-Fox 
comedy, include: 

Tie-up with Postal Telegraph to 

t posters plugging the film in 1,708 
of their stations throughout the coun- 
try. Space is available for local ex- 
hibs to imprint name of house and 
opening date locally. 

Tie-up with Russeks Fifth Avenue 
and with B, Altman store. Russeks 
will feature Arleen Whelan in dis- 
play advt tied up with their line, 
and identifying her as fem lead of 
the film opening at the Roxy. Alt- 
man’s is having her select gifts which 
the average girl would like to get 
from average guy. Store publicity 
staff is backing stunt for story and 
pic coverage. 

Also slated for appearance at rally 
for Stryker’s Lane Community Cen- 
ter, along with Jimmy Walker, Gene 
Tunney and other celebs. She's to 

ive a little talk, which will tie-up 
‘Thanks for Everything’ title with 
work of the charity organization. 

She was guest of honor yesterday 
(Tuesday, Dec. 6.) at “Thanks for 
Everything’ cocktail party thrown at 
the Stork Club, with trade, daily and 
magazine writers and radio commen- 
tators invited guests. ; 

Network and local radio appear- 
ances also have been arranged for 
ner. 
; Marc Lachmann, special exploita- 
tion representative of 20th Century- 
Fox, is engineering the campaign. 





Flapping the Wings 
Kansas City. 

Coverage was the keynote of cam- 
paign staged by Jerry Zigmund and 
Bill Knight of the Newman for 
‘Men with Wings.’ Lobby was 
dressed up in airy fashion with an 
aircraft motor and an _ instrument 
panel from a transport plane as the 
center of interest. 

Airplane properties furnished by 
TWA, who also supplied a pilot for 
an interview via KMBC and who co- 
operated on handbills, luggage dis- 
plays and by word of mouth after 
a special screening for employes of 
the airlines national headquarters 
located here. 

Radio coverage furnished by WHB 
with a serialization of the story with 
attendant plugs. 

Newspaper space was realized in 
the Journal via a model design for 
junior birdmen and by co-op ads, 
as well as the national ads and the 
regular space allotment. Zigmund 
used a testimonial ad to announce 
the holdover of the film. 

Regular avenues of 24 
handbills, store windows, news com- 
pany trucks, dime stores, educa- 
tional contacts with Boy and Girl 
Scouts, telegraph company, and 
mailing lists were all brought into 
play for this one. 

Picture did the campaign justice 
by holding up for a fortnight. 


Heart Throbs 


Albany, N. Y. 

Hearst’s Times Union, in a tieup 
with Warner Bros.’ Strand, conduct- 
ed ‘The Young in Heart’ Problem 
Forum, as exploitation for the United 
Artists film of that name. Prizes of 
$15, $10 and $5 were offered for the 
three letters posing the most inter- 
esting personal ~roblems of men and 
women, boys and girls. 

Tickets were awarded to 25 in the 
honorable mention group. The 
writer’s solution, effected or planned, 
of the problem was sought. The 
paper listed some of the common 
ones, including that which Janet 
Gaynor and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
face in the picture. but stated there 
were others. Everyone, from mech- 
anics to nurses, from laborers to 
housewives, had their problems. 
Daily promised that the letters of 
children, written by themselves, 
would be given as much considera- 
tion as those of university professors. 
Literary skill, even things like spell- 
ing, grammer and punctuation, were 
unimportant. The contest editor 
would correct such errors, without 
chareing against the contestants. 

Times Union printed articles about 
the contest, in the news columns, for 
: week preceding the film’s unveil- 
ng. 








Reverse Birthday 


Chicago. 

Harry (‘Happy’) Meininger of the 
Balaban & Katz Berwyn, on the west 
side, pulled a birthday party that 
jammed the house. 

It was his own birthday, and for it 

€ promoted merchandise from all 
the neighboring stores and then gave 
the items away as prizes to the kids 
and adults who planked down coin 
at the box office to join in the birth- 
day celebration. 























Banish, “WASHROOM 


INFECTION” 
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Onliwon Towels and Tissue 


Write A. P. W. Service, Albany, N. Y. 
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sheets, | 


Girls Prefer Marriage 


New type of direct sales campaign, 
hitting hardest at bulk of theatre 
audiences, ages 18 to 23, was in- 
augurated by Selznick International 
to boost b. o. on ‘The Young in 
Heart.’ Studio sent out question- 
naires to sororities of all major uni- 
versities in U. S., asking co-eds’ an- 
swers on best ways of remaining 
‘young in heart’ throughout future 
years. Chi Omegas, Tri Delts, Kappa 
Kappa Gammas, Pi Phis and other 
filly groups sent answers back by 
thousands. 

It is estimated that poll created in- 
terest in ‘young in heart’ among at 
least 250,000 students, male and fe- 
male, since each sorority contacted 
made questionnaire subject of cam- 
pus conversation. Most surprising 
result was overwhelming vote of co- 
eds in favor of marriage and mother- 
hood, definitely refuting ‘flaming 
youth’ beliefs. Girls also voted for 
dancing as best activity, clothes as 
best aid to youthful spirit, but said 
they thought little of makeup’s art- 
ful assistance. Votes on age when 
youth flees ranged from 30 to 40. 
One girl said, ‘You’re getting old 
when you begin to reminisce instead 
of anticipate.’ 





Too Many Gals 


Minneapolis. 

Maybe it’s because they’re brave 
and crave thrills or maybe it’s be- 
cause they need the dough, but local 
gals overwhelmed the Paramount 
circuit here when it advertised in 
the newspaper want ad columns for 
a member of the fair sex to sit 
alone in the Aster theatre through 
a midnight showing of the ‘Dracula- 
Frankenstein’ combination with 
sound effects to intensify the spine 
chilling. 

More than 1,000 of them, ranging 
in age from 15 to 65, applied for the 
assignment. The stipend offered 
was $25. 

It was a publicity stunt, of course, 
and copped some newspaper atten- 
tion. 





Serial Movie Quiz 


Republic is broadcasting to those 
who have booked the Dick Tracy 
serial a quiz ‘patterned after the na- 
tional Movie Quiz contest, but with 
the questions held to the serial, two 
questions for each chapter. Stunt 
was adapted by Al Gregg, of the 
Cleveland office. 

Patrons are to given a quizz sheet 
at the first chapter and are supposed 
to answer two questions each week, 
tur;iing in the complete sheet after 
the 15th episode with such prizes 
awarded as the individual exhibitor 
elects. The bigger the prizes, the bet- 
ter the result, but each exhib rolls 
his own. 

Looks#tike a-whale of a stunt to 
| keep interest going on the serial. 


Different Ad 


Attracting considerable attention fs 
the ad tribute which appeared in 
Tuesday’s N. Y. Journal (Nov. 29) 
plugging the Capitol theatre’s en- 
gagement of ‘The Great Waltz.’ 

Timely copy, which emphasized 
the need of a soothing musical pic- 
ture in these troubled days, was sig- 
natured by orchestra notables, in- 
cluding Kay Kyser, Cab Calloway, 
Paul Whiteman, Eddy Duchin, Benny 
Goodman, Richard Himber and Guy 
Lombardo, 

Ad appealed to the jitterbugs as 
well as opera devotees in stressing 
the musical-romance angle of the 
Strauss-inspired film. It was pre- 
pared by Oscar A. Doob. 


Reliable Balloons 


Norfolk. 

Caption-writing contest proved 
good b.o. priming in the recent ex- 
ploitation of ‘Out West with the 
Hardys,’ which flicker serial has just 
completed a prize run at Loew’s State 
theatre, Norfolk, Va. It appeared in 
local ads, and the picture was the 
Rooney-Benedict kiss. Several nice 
prizes were awarded. ' 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

20th-Fox lifted John~ Russell’s 
moppet option. 

Warners renewed Georgia Haw- 
kins’ player pact. 

Linda Winters signed to player 
contract by Columbia. 

Metro signed Christina Welles to 
stock player pact. 
Jacques Deval handed new writer 
| ticket by Metro. 
| Bruno Frank inked scripting con- 
tract at Universal. 

20th-Fox renewed 
Weaver's ticket. 














Marjorie 


can's player option. 

Virgil Miller, cameraman, 
pacted by 20th-Fox. 

Warners hoisted Humphrey Bo- 
gart’s actor contract. 

Columbia renewed Stanley Brown’s 
actor contract. 

Peter Lorre inked a new ticket at 
20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox lifted Eddie Collins’ 
player option. 

George Sanders’ 
by 20th-Fox. 


re- 





ticket renewed 


Universal picked up Charles Dun- | be $30,000, according to Art Baker, 





Carolina Exhibs’ Conv. 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 6. 
Three hundred members of the 





| Theatre Owners of North Carolina 


and South Carolina, Inc., were in 
Charlotte, Dec. 4-5, for the annual 
convention of the organization. 








El Razing 











(Continued from page 7) 





nue—West Side line and also with 


S. S. Stevenson, of Henderson, is | the Queens “Eighth: avenue branch. 
president of the Carolina association, | Main junction station will be at 49th 
and Mrs. Walter Griffith, Charlotte, | street. extending from 48th street to 


executive secretary. 





Theatres-Exchanges 








Allentown, Pa. 

Former Embassy. theatre 

completely modernized, has reopened 

with its name changed to the Boyd. 

It is operated by the Embassy Corp. 
of Allentown. 





Los Angeles. 

Operation of Studio theatre, built 
last summer by Pacific States Thea- 
tres, Inc. and Ben N. Berinstein, 
(Swope, Young and Grant). 

To bolster pre-Christmas grosses, 
26 Fox-West Coast houses in Los An- 
geles are giving away two autos 
Dec. 21. 
F-WC houses here since Charles P. 
Skouras ordered a ban three months 
ago. 

Ernest Silcox, manager 
mount, Santa Monica boul, 
ferred to Studio City 
placing M. D. Howe. 
Theatres (Swope, Young and Grant) 
recently bought the Studio City 
house from Pacific States Theatres. 


Para- 
trans- 
theatre, re- 





Lincoln. 


Warren G. Hall has opened the 
Rodeo, Burwell, Neb., and taken 
over the Strand, North Loup, Neb. 
Latter was formerly handled by P. 
E. Doe. 

Dr. J. T. Palensky, Howells, 
Howells, Neb., will open the Leigh, 
Leigh, Neb., shortly. 

Danny McCarthy, formerly south- 
ern Nebraska salesman for UA, has 
been swapped into the office with 
Leo Doty, former office manager, 
going out in McCarthy's place. 


West Hartford, Conn. 


Joseph W. Walsh of this city has 
purchased the Colonial theatre and 
building in Southington for an esti- 
mated $100,000. House, 800-seater, 
was purchased from Abraham M. 
Schumann of Bridgeport and Joseph 
A. Davis of New Haven. Following 
the transaction Walsh organized ‘the 
Southington Colonial Corp., with 
capital stock of $50,000 to operate 
the house. Other incorporators are 
Mrs. Florence W .Thalberg and 
Mary Zoufaly. Walsh will be prexy 
of the corporation. 

Walsh will become manager of 
house. Raymond England will con- 
tinue as assistant. ~ 








Rochester, N. Y. 


George J. Kress, whu has operated | 


the Hudson, 400-seat nabe, for 26 
years, sold house to Carol Feny- 
vessy, owner of the Rexy and Holly- 
wood and president of the Mello- 
phone Corp. Price reported $13,500. 
Associated with Fenyvessy in the 
deal is Henry B. Fordham, who will 
manage the Hudson. New owners 
plan extensive renovation. 


Philadelphia. 

Ed Lehrman has taken over opera- 
tion of Lorraine theatre from Pow- 
ers group, Harrisburg. 

Lillian Gimbel, Gaumont-British 
booker, will remain with organiza- 
tion when 20th-Fox takes over the 
G-B_ _ booking’ chores. Will be 
switched to another department. 


Canton, O. 
Ben Schwartz, manager Warner 
Bros. Ohio, here, resigned. Clarence 
Wire, asst. manager Palace, Youngs- 








town, named manager of Columbus, | 


Alliance, O. H. E. McManus, man- 
ager Allen, Akron, promoted to cen- 
tral offices of the C. & A. Theatres, 
of which the Allen is a member. will 
book for entire chain, with head- 
quarters in Cleveland. 

Elwood E. Blanc, manager Mozart, 
Canton, resigned to become affiliat- 
ed with Akron theatre. 





Denver. 
Fred Glass, manager of southern 


It is the first gimmick in| 


50th street. Trains will branch off at 


'53d street t oQueens, while others 


j 
} 


will turn the opposite direction on 53d 
street, joining the Eighth avenue— 
West Side line at the 59th street 
station. Sixth avenue line will be 


here. | four-track width as far south as 33d 


it will narrow to 
Ultimately it is 


streets, whence 
double-track. 


|planned tc remove the present un- 


| all 





|opera, etc., and the Ziegfeld, at 54th | 
Hollywood | 





' 
| 


district, moved to Salt Lake City | 


to act as district supervisor of In- 
termountain division Fox theatres. 
Succeeded in 
Robert Garland, booking in the Den- 
ver office. 





Indianapolis. 
Circle, operated by Katz-Dolle, 
shuttered for three weeks for instal- 
lation of new ventilator, and 2,552 
new seats. Total repair costs will 


manager. 


the Denver job by | 


Indiana, operated by same com- 


bine, shuttered last week after fire 
in ventilating shaft. not serious in 
itself, but heavy damage done to 
ceiling by water, 
ing Gypsy Rose Lee unit, ‘Holly- 
wood to Broadway,’ has entire ceil- 
ing covered with canvas stretched 
across scaffolds. Ken Collins, man- 
ager, said that total extent of dam- 
age had not yet been determined. 


House, now play- | 


derground crosstown tube at 33d 
street and extend the four-track line | 


the way down Sixth avenue. | 


'From the start, however, the Sixth | 
taken over by Hollywood Theatres | 


avenue subway will have three-min- 
ute train service. 


Sixth Avenue’s Theatres 


Besides the Radio City Music Hall 
and the Center, both in Rockefeller 
Center, other large houses in Sixth 
avenue include the Hippodrome, at | 
43d-44th streets, now a sports arena, 
but formerly used for spectacles, 





street. Latter was built as a legit 
house, but has been used for pictures 
in recent years. Radio City Music 
Hall has been a click from the start. 
However, the Center failed as a pic- 
ture house and has been used for | 
operettas more recently. Historical | 





pageant, ‘The American Way,’ by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, 


CON. EDISON DECISION 
INFLUENCES STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Decision Monday (5) by the U. S. 
Supreme Court in the Consolidated 
Edison appeal outlaws the proposed 
settlement of jurisdictional disputes, 
involving the IATSE, in abrogation 
of the IA’s studio basic agreement. 
The high court held the Labor Board 
exceeded its authority in ordering 
abrogation of the IBEW contract, be- 
cause no election was held and no 
other group certified as bargaining 
representative. 








Voiding of IATSE contract and 
election call within 30 days -to settle 
differences had been proposed. 





Giveaways 











(Continued from page 7) 





year in cash and merchandise. The 


|} money has been taken directly out 


of the profits of a theatre, or has 
contributed to the red side of the 
ledger. 

When cash giveaways originally 
started, the theatre that began the 
practice in any town usually had 
smash results, but when all other 
theatres followed suit, the result was 
that whatever advantage the first 


| theatre had disappeared and the situ- 


ation was as before—only now, their 
expenses have increased by the 
amount they give away. 

With the present slump in busi- 
ness estimated as much as 25% below 
ast year, many of the exhibitors 
have found the going extremely 
tough and are in a receptive mood 


—~ 


is to be presented there shortly after | for some real action tomorrow. 


the first of the year. 

Although the razing of the elevated 
tracks is not expected to make much | 
difference to theatres in the side | 
streets off Sixth avenue, the opening | 
of the new subway two years hence 
should bring increased trade. Among 
the legit houses which would profit 
from such development are the Play- 
house, Cort, Vanderbile, Windsor, 
Belasco, Hudson, Mexine Elliott, 
Mercury, Labor Stage and (for con- 
certs, lectures, etc.) Town Hall. 

Actual service on the Sixth avenue 
elevated line ended last Sunday 
night (4). City has already sold the 
structure to a wrecking concern for 
$80,000 and the work of demolition is 
epected to start within a few days. 
It should be entirely completed with- 
in the ensuing few weeks. The finale 
was accompanied by much revelry, 
impromptu jitterbugging, souvenir- 
hunting, etc. It became the-occasion 





for much newsprint nostalgia in the | 


Monday morning dailies, 





Vanity Approach 
Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Entire new slant in giveaways in 
picture houses in this territory indi- 
cates that the exhibitors have de- 
cided that they have been catering 
to the wrong instincts in the 
femmes. In the past the exhibs have 
been offering the gals everything for 
the home and especially the kitchen, 
giving ’em dishes, glassware, cutlery, 
rugs, pictures, etc., but now the the- 
atres are veering away from the 
household and utility items to pre- 
miums that appeal strictly to the 
femmes’ vanity. They report that 
the gals who used to snub a soup- 
plate can’t resist a free ‘French- 
made’ veil. 

Exhibs are now giving away 
handkerchiefs, stockings, scarfs, 
cosmetics and toiletries, combs, cos- 
tume jewelry, ete. Stockings were 
the first important item in the 


femme vanity drive. 
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ALL e TO . 
—On the Stage— 
SEATS 25 1 PM. New Stage Show 

















| PARAMOUNT.:::: | 
| IN PERSON 


_ Bob Hope 

| Shirley Ross 
“Thanks for 
the Memory” 


Blue Barron 
AND HIS BAND 
Ken Murray 


Shirley Ross 














ar MUSIC HALL 


“DRAMATIC — | 
SCHOOL" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 




















Starts Thursday 


“MEN 


WITH 
WINGS” 
CAB 
CALLOWAY 
and Orch. 


TODAY ONLY 


“The Citadel” 
IN PERSON 
George JESSEL 
and Girl Stars 










The latest and 

Greatest of the 

Hardy Series! eon" wor Geet 
with 


‘OUT WEST st HARDYS’ 


Lewis STONE @ Mickey ROONEY 
Cecilia PARKER @ Fay HOLDEN 
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- Believe me, if ld known 
thered be a rush 
like this I'd never 
have taken that job as 
extra cashier for — 
ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES | 


Note to all cashiers: You'll need all the “rush” 























PAT kp END” KIDS ) experience you're getting from ‘Angels’ . 
ea again when Errol Flynn in ‘Dawn Patrol’ 
Dicectet Oe wae tt Noe pt comes for Xmas from WARNER BROS. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange b 
companies for the current quarterly ai ge bookers, Variery presents a complete chart of 


. feature releases istributi 
Date of reviews as given in Vartety and the running time of prints Pe ecludedjon a 
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LEASE DISTRIB. TYPE ! : WHEN 
RE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
8/30/38 YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH yey Col Rom-Com __ A. Shirley-N me tn raed 
MAN WITH 100 FACES ~~ cree caere Col Comedy 3. Artherk. Matrymuce dater Joho Brahm 71 9/28 
wan ware o ES pth hm ws os aes . -L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 fre 
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: ex. Korda UA . in _ avid Butler 66 8 
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FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGows wher 78 E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 79 : 
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aWING UA Rom-Com F. March-V. B ‘f 
THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A. whe Norman McLeod $1 9/28 
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me MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fon a ° Les Selander 14 11/16 
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ce sae in THE LITTLE ADVENTUR! Monroe Shaft Col Western “Buck Jones-D. Fay or Clifton S108 
He. ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr = Selene. y Elmer Clifton 54 10/26 
E GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Graves oY eee ° fe 
Mee, CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Donat-R. Russell Kine Vidor i BG 
WITH WINGS oi i 2 nl on cen ¢ cae ee King Vidor 112 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par rama’ Commbaaede Eneeie eae. ae dor a ay 
satin’ ~*~ papa a P, yi rene RKO Drama Ss Eilers-L —— Leslie ee S7 3; ; 
. 7@ f x > : 1 é / 
YOUNG IN HEART pene aclk ary Spec T. Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 100 10/19 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith Ly eve Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 91 11/2 
eee che ee eee a OR 
11/4/38 IN EARLY ARIZONA see Ws Comedy W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley 30 10/19 i 
: ’ Col Col Western. B. Elliott-D. Gullive ' ‘se — ae a 
Oat oack * W. T. Lackey Mone Meller J. Ceoper-L.. Gllmaa am Nigh 15 e 
THE LAST RIDE "jor tamein. ‘ior Rem Dt Se Pee Wallace Fox 51 1/9 
« m- T “ a ay 
ae nae TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller i G Naish 34. Cartishe aired a i 
LESS VALLEY Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-K. 7 ouis King 67 11/23 : 
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE Harry Grey Re Wester + OBelea-m. Sateen David Howard F 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE San Gieoe ooth Da a 5 wuneen tee er te aes peor age 58 11/9 + 
EXPOSED . 3 . s-A. Treacher-J. gers os. Santley 69 11/9 : 
cnn HARD TO GET geet ee i Drama 7 eegmrurer-G. Farrell Max Golden 63 11/23 3 
J j — wean Te ee A 4 . . well-U. ig q / .% 
11/11/38 ADVERTTES IN SABARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L.-Gray an eae pee, h 3.06 4 
SPRING MADNESS Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 75 4/7/37 i 
iF I WERE KING Wrenk Liye ma Galena Mageaone 2. ooo pe ny F 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR pe S osetr cnt aie R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 106 9/21 if 
STORM OVER BENGAL A a “teed tong J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 | 
“UST AROU rmand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 65 i 
HIS nl Fc a “eee et key 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 70 11/2 i 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN en Go smith U Rom-Com C. Ruggles-O. Munson Gus Meins 61 12/7 a: 
11/18/38 re Ws Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael Curtiz 62 10/12 | 
{is THE SHINI tial at aati oy — wines 
ahaa aati J. Manckiewicz MGM Meller J. Crawford-R. Young Frank Borzaze 15 11/16 
THANKS FOR E. B. Derr Mone Rom-Com A. Nagel-R. Kent Lambert Hillyer qj 
LAW WEST sae ene _ Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterworth G. Archainbaud 15 11/9 4 
aANeA on TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Holt-E. Brent Glenn Tryon 72 11/30 A 
ral. STAMPEDE Wm. Berke Re Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman t | 
cows ae Aale cie iE Sol Wurtzel 2 Action B. Donlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling 68 9/2 i 
BOY AND THE LADY Sam Goldwyn UA Rom-Com G. Cooper-M. Oberon Wm. Wyler 91 1s, 
ANGEL ANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Karl Taggart 66 12/7 
renee WITH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff WB Drama J. Cagney-P. O’Brien Michael Curtiz 97 10/26 
/ 4 
our wear were once Robert Sparks Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2 
LITTLE TENDERFOOT Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Rom M. Rooney-L. Stone-C, Parker G. B. Seitz 64 11/23 
SAY IT IN FRENCH Ed Finney Mone Western . Ritter-J. Falkenberg Al Herman 
ARREST BULLDO : Andrew Stone Par Comedy R. Milland-O. Bradna Andrew Stone 76 11/30 
COME On ny DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 60 11/23 
ORFmaNé OD ANGERS Chas. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 56 
warms man THE STREET Herman Schlom Rep Meller T. Ryan-R. Livingston John H. Auer 
carmen eae oF gaa Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 8 11/23 
LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancroft John Ford 95 11/2 
NANCY DREW, DETECTIV Max Golden U Metler M. Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 76 11/23.. 
— m » DETECTIVE Bryan Foy WB Meller B. Granville-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 67 12/7 
38 LELIRTING WITH FATE David Loew MGM Comedy J. E. Brown-L. Carrillo-S. Duna F. MacDonald 10 
WESTER ANNIE John Speaks Par Comedy A. Gillis-R. Kent-J. Travis Ben Holmes 57 11/30 
"RO no JAMBOREE Harrv Grey Ren Western G. Aut~y-S. Burnette Ratoh Staub 
snceat DEMON Sol Wurtzel 20th Sports H. Arthur-J. Valerie Otto Brower 
i ce Pert Kelly U Drama E. Lowe-H. Mack Arthur Lubin 6s 11/16 
7g mone sede ISLAND Bryan Foy ws Meller B. Karloff-N. Harrigan Wm. Clemens 
28 RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP ite. ” Age | 
y Irving Briskin Col Western Cc, Starrett-A. Doran Sam Nelson 
at ee a beeen Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr L. Rainer-A. Marshal R. Sinclair 18 12/7 
RIDE NAL FE. B. Derr Mono Meller J. Carroll-M. Kornman Wm. Nieh 
war 2 ane ma MILE Jeff Lazarus Par Pom-Dr A. Temiroff-F, Former Alfred E. Green 78 12/7 
"OP MARRY Cliff Reid RKO Comedy L. Ball-J. Ellison-1.. Bowman Garson Kanin 61 19/7 
, ane RIVER Sol Wurtzel 20th Me'ler T. Martin-P. Brooks Alfred Werker 75 11/9 
HEART WARNING Irving Starr U Mvstery P. Foster-F. Robinson Al Rogell 62 12/7 
ia pitas OF THE NORTH Bryan Foy WwB Meller D. Foran-G. Page Lewis Seiler 
‘16/38 STRANGE-CASE OF DR. M ps e ee = 
——e . MEAD Col Col Drama J. Holt-R. Roberts-. Beer Lewis D. Collins 
eee FRONTIER Monroe Shaft Col Western B. Jones-C. Bailey / Elmer Clifton 
. “HRISTMAS CAROL Joe Mankiewicz M-G Rom-Fan R. Owen-T. Kilburn E. L. Marin 
cot FRONTIERSMEN Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes-E. Venable Les Selander m4 
oonaat ON THE FARM Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 
out oven THE SKY B. Sarecky RKO Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe McDcnough 
a R BROADWAY Bryan Foy WB Drama K. Francis-. . Litel Busby Berkeley 
23/38 THERE'S THAT WOMAN AGAI: yma aaeumme oy “ eet 
AIN B. B. Kahane Col Rom-Dr M. Peugias-V. Bruce Al Hall 
AWAKENING OF KATRINA _ Harry Rapf M-G Drama F. Gaal-Tone-W. Connolly Norman Taurog 
wash aan KID Lindsley Parsons Mone Meller F. Darro-J, Allen H Bretherton 
ONE = on CANYON Robt. Tansev Mone Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 
coum & D OF A NATION Harold Orlob Par Drama S. Sidney-L. Erickson Dudley Murphy 
wmAN AWYER, DETECTIVE FE. T. Lowe Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Cook Louis King 
= FOR EVERYTHING H. J. Brown 20th Musical A. Menjou-J. Oakie Wm. A. Seiter 7° 12/7 
- ADE WINDS Walter Wanzer UA Rom-Dr F. March-J. Bennett Tay Garnett 
anh wane HOME Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Cooper-W. Barrie Harold Young 
ee DAWN PATROL ___ Robert Lord WB Drama E. Fiynn-B, Rathbone Edm’d Goulding 
12/30 38 SMASHING THE SPY RING Irving Briskin Col Meller ~~ ‘F. Wray-R. Bellamy | Christy Cabanne 
CLIMBING HIGH GB GB Comedy J. Mathews-M. Rederave Carol Reed 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg M-G Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 
ahvisT SKY PIRATE Paul Malvern Mene Action J. Trent-M. Reynolds Paul Malvern 
Liat AND MODELS ABROAD A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical J. Benny-J. Bennett Mitchell J e'sen 98 11/2 
a MAN VOTES Cliff Reid RKO Comedy J. Barrymore-P. Holden Garson Kanin 
DUKE OF WEST y Gene Markey 20th Rom-Dr L. Youne-R. Greene David Butler 
WEST POINT Edw. Small UA Rom-Com L. Hayward-J. Fontaine Al Green 
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NBC's 1938 Billings, $41,780.00: 


Estimate $27,340,000 for CBS 





NBC’s income from sales last 
month not only established an all- 
time high for the network but 
showed the red (WEAF) link lead- 
ing Columbia by a record margin. 
Of the $3,899,915 gatnered by NBC 
the red accounted for $2,949,850 and 
the blue (WJZ) for $950,065. CBS’ 
gross for November was $2,453,410. 

For NBC the total was 15.3% bet- 
ter than it had been for November, 
1937. In the case of Columbia it was 
a drop of 7.6%. On the first 11 
months NBC is ahead of ’37 by 7.3%, 
while CBS is 4.3% behind. NBC’s 
indicated gross for 1938 is $41,780,000 
and Columbia's, $27,340,600. NBC 
gross in 1937 was $38,651,286, while 
the count for CBS was $28,722,118. 
NBC will on the year be up by 8% 
and CBS down by 5%. 

In November of last year NBC’s 
billings were $3,381,346 as compared 
with $3,468,728 for ’36 and $2,655,100 
for °35. Columbia’s gross revenue 
fer last November was $2,654,473. It 
was $2,429,917 for the previous No- 
vember, while in °35 the billings fig- 
ured $1,722,590. 


500 CHECK IN AT 
EDUCATION 
MEET 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 


Three-day Radio Education Coun- 
cil meeting under the leadership of 
Harold Kent, radio chief of the Chi- 
cago Board of Education, brought to 
town some 500 people associated with 
radio in education for the biggest 
gathering ever held by the Council. 
Purpose of the meeting, held over 
the week-end, was to demonstrate 
the advances made in the use of ra- 
dio in general education and to show 
newcomers in the field the whys and 
wherefores of radio instruction. 


Among the speakers at the assem- 
blies, in addition to leader Kent, 
were Sterling Fisher, head of edu- 
aation for the Columbia web, Bill 
Boutwell, head of Federal project for 
radio education and Tom Rishworth, 
education chief for KSTP, Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul. 


Highlight of the conference was 
the first program of the American 
School of the Air ever to originate 
outside of New York. Columbia did 
the show right in the conference 
rooms and piped it to the network 
from the Morrison hotel. Another 
angle brought out at the conference 
was the use of radio discs in educa- 
tion. 











St. Paul’s Roundtable Idea 
St. Paul, Dec. 6. — 

Seeking a way to jar into <a 
the indifferent listener on educatfon- 
al features, KSTP has formulated a 
round-table program in which the 
apathetic dial-twirler goes on the 
pan. 

‘Listener, who will represent a 
different group each week, will go 
into an unrehearsed huddle with 
Thomas D. Rishworth, KSTP’s edu- 
cational director, and Corinne Jor- 
dan, program director, who will 
show, through the listener, how 
many good educational and informa- 
fyve programs the listener may have 
missed during the week just past. By 
focusing attention on past perform- 
ance in that field, siation also has a 
vehicle for pointing out forthcoming 
programs in the educational field 
for the coming week. 

Info thus handed out won't be con- 
fined to school broadcasts, but the 
ample scope will include Metropoli- 
tan Opera stanzas, important ad- 
— timely broadcasts and the 

e. 





Recorded Basketball 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 
WIRE of Indianapolis will carry 
transcribed home basketball games 
of Indiana University this winter. 
University will use their own Fair- 
child recording machines in cutting 
the discs for the station. 
Series proved popular last year. 
Basketball scores of teams through- 
out the state and nation will be 
broadcast by WIRE every Friday 
night during a 15-minute airing 
which is sponsored by General Foods. 


Like Their Radio 





Pasadena, Dec. 6. 
In poll conducted by Pasa- 
dena Independent, its radio col- 
umn was voted the most popu- 
lar feature in the sheet. 
Others finished far 
rear, 


in the 











City Fights Council 
Right to Guinea Pig 
Municipal Station 


Attempt of New York City and 
WNYC, publicly owned transmitter, 
to stymie an investigation by a spe- 
cial committee of the City Council 
will be carried to the Court of Ap- 
peals. Two lower courts had pre- 
viously ruled that Morris Novik, di- 
rector of the station, was subject to 
a Council subpoena. Trouble started 
in a National Travel Club program, 
on which, it is charged, communistie 
propaganda was ‘pread. Club has 
been a daily program of the station 
for year and a half. 

City’s interest in stymieing the in- 
vestigation and backing WNYC of- 
ficials is it’s claim that the Council 
hasn’t the, authority to investigate 
City departments. Say that the 
WNYC case is merely a guinea pig, 
which if won by the Council will 
give them the right to probe other 
departments, with the relief setup 
heading the list. 


BOB JENNINGS 
IS PROMOTED 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Robert Jennings, formerly with 
WLW as asst. general manager, be- 














| (but a sustainer) got under 





Pretentious Suds Show 
From Buffalo Ballroom 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 

That rarity here, a remote com- 
mercial with an audience gets under 
way tonight (6) when ‘International 
House,’ a variety show, moves into 
Hotel Lafayette ballroom. ‘House,’ 
a WGR presentation, is sponsored by 
Labatt’s beer, a Toronto brew. Tal- 
ent lineup includes Clinton Buehl- 
man as master of ceremonies, the Le 
Brun Sisters, Three Treys, Elvera 
Ruppel,- John Sturgess and an or- 
|chestra batoned by David Cheskin. 
'Lord & Thomas is the agency. 
| Another weekly audience 





show 
way 
Saturday (3) for its second season. 
it’s Buffalo’s Town Meeting of the 
Air, a frank localization of the NBC 
model. Ben H. Darrow, WBEN- 
WEBR educational director and for- 
mer head of the Ohio School of the 
Air, supervises. Broacast goes over 
WEBR from Shea’s Court Street 
theatre. 


EUROPEAN SPY 
VILLAIN OF NEW 
SERIAL 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 
With one new drama hitting ozone 
and two others in hopper, WXYZ is 
beehive of activity currently as sta- 


tion’s new scripting department goes 
into high gear. Writing staff now 
includes seven persons, under super- 
vision of Fran Striker and Charles 
Livingstone. They are Tom Dougall, 
Howard Bull, Paul Sutton, Gibson 
Fox and Dick Osgood. 

‘Secret Agent’ is tag of the new 
mystery serial which fills out the 
weekly 7:30 p.m. slot, being heard 
at that hour Saturdays. ‘Lone 
Ranger’ serial is aired at that time 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
while ‘Green Hornet’ fills in on Tues- 
day and Thursday. 

New WXYZ-produced serial, fol- 
lowing closely on the heels of cur- 
rent topic, deals with one man’s 
crusade against subversive activities 











comes head of the H. W. Kastor 
agency radio department here forth- 
with. 

M. H. Peterson, his predecessor, 
will rest prior to a return to New 
York, He was last with Mutual. 


HARTFORD SPIELERS 
SEEK SOCIAL CLUB 


Hartford, Dec. 6. 

Formation of an announcers club, 
the first such in this state, will be 
undertaken soon. Known for a long 
time that local announcers desired 
some way of meeting each other and 
discussing mutual problems. At 
present there are some 20 an- 
nouncers in the city with only a few 
acquainted with each other, meeting 
mostly on assignments. Spielers will 
be increased when WNBC of New 
Britain opens its Hartford studios 
soon. 

Plans for the formation of such an 
organization were discussed recently 
by Bob Martineau, WTHT, and Ray 
Barrett, WDRC, representing the 
announcers at their respective sta- 
tions. Club, it was explained, will 
be purely of a social nature. Will 
also be a forum where mikemen will 
have the opportunity of airing their 
gripes and seeking a solution. 


JAMES COX JOINS WKY 


Lincoln, Dec. 6. 

James E. Cox, formerly head of 
the continuity department of KFAB- 
KFOR, has gone to WKY, Oklahoma 
| City, being desked there (5). Who 
will take his place here is yet to be 
decided, although Marge Thomas and 
Mrs. Gretchen Lee are at present 











own, 

Joe di Natale, formerly on KFAB- 
KFOR’s promotions staff, has joined 
the sales force of KGNF, North 
Platte. First day was Friday (2). 


FEDS BACK ON WEVD 
Radio Division of the Federal The- 
atre returns to the first station which 
aired any of its productions Dec. 8 
when it starts a full hour program 
on WEVD, N. Y. 
Initialer will be ‘Altars of Steel,’ 




















adapted for radio by Victor Smith. 





handling his job, in addition to their | 
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of foreign spies in American busi- 
ness, industry and government. Cur- 
rently going out over WXYZ and 
Michigan network, with expansion 
planned as kinks are ironed out. Will 
be produced by WXYZ Players, un- 
der direction of Charles Livingstone. 
‘Ranger’s’ 107 Stations 

Stations now carrying WXYZ’'s 
western drama serial, ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
now total 107 in U. S., Australia and 
Hawaii. All but 15 of outlets carry 
half-hour drama as commercial three 
times weekly. Breakdown shows live 
show is being aired by WXYZ, De- 
troit; WSPD, Toledo; eleven stations 
of Mutual and 17 outlets of Don Lee 
on Coast. 

Sponsored disc shows being broad- 
cast by indie stations total 62, in- 
cluding outlets in Australia and Hon~ 
olulu,. Unsponsored broadcasts are 
being carried by three stations of 
WXYZ’s Michigan web, four stations 
of Don Lee system, five outlets of 
Yankee and Colonial net, and three 
stations of Mutual web. 

WXYZ’s other serial, ‘Green Hor- 
net,’ goes out over 37 stations cur- 
rently, all in the U. S. and all live. 
No arrangements have yet been 
made for transcriptions of half-hour 
mystery serial, heard twice weekly 
on alternate nights of ‘Ranger’ air- 


Changes at KMBC 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 
Fred Edwards, announcer, left the 
staff of KMBC, effective Dec. 4. He 
|leaves for free lancing work after 
|several months of both announcing 
;}and production work here. 


| 


New member of the staff is Bert 
,|Lane, who picks up where Edwards 
left off with both announcing and 
| production duties, Lane has been in 
radio in K, C. about five years, as he 
| was formerly connected with KMBC, 
with KCMO as production manager, 
and more recently with KVOO out 
of town. 

Ray Laughlin, violinist and ar- 
ranger of the Midland Melodeers, has 
left KMBC to join Herbie Holmes’ 
orchestra in Texas. Holmes’ crew is 
_scheduled for the Edgewater Beach, 
beginning New Year’s Eve. Dave 
Courtney, local violinist, fills vacated 
spot with the Melodeers. 
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Chain Income from Time Sale 
NBC 
1938 1937 1936 1935 
January oesesaceess $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 $2,895,037 
February .......+-. 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 
March ccccccvccesce 3,006,832 3,614,283 3,037,873 3,025,308 
April ......seee0e2 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 2,682,143 
MOE Vet eicccieeds .. 3,442,280 3,214,819 2,561,720 2,685,211 
UMD ccccncccdccicces ee 3,003,287 2,323,456 2,380,845 
EE Wee se skccenes . 2,958,710 2,707,450 2,429,983 2,208,935 
PUB. c ceccvcs wees 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 2,021,365 
September ....... . 2,979,241 2,850,581 2,886,637 2,163,317 
CO hiic cteness 3,773,964 3,339,739 3,696,489 2,779,557 
November ........ 3,899,915 3,381,346 3,468,728 2,655,100 
SOM. scceecnewes $37,604,683 $35,012,100 $30,965,360 $28 255.137 
CBS 
1933 1937 1936 1935 
EE i ckan aaa $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 
February 2,680,335 2,264,317 1,909,146 1.654.461 
EE Gidsib oe duc en 3,034,317 2,559,716 2,172,382 1,820,553 
PAOGU:: ded hicecweve 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 1,615,389 
ee wiekGoa eae sees s 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 1,287,455 
WE: ahi dencaneced . 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,768 1,066,729 
WN a cack dhe 094% - 1,367,357 1,988,412 1,292,775 910,470 
August .. . 1,423,865 1,955,280 1,232,588 979,019 
September ........ 1,602,105 2,028,585 1,838,932 1,086,900 
CP \itnaeadena 2,387,395 2,505,485 2,429,917 1,722,590 
November 2,453,410 2,654,473 2,429,917 1,722,590 
y: | ee ee eeee $24,816,337 $25,935,491 $20,409,904 $15,634,905 
MUTUAL 
1938 1937 

GRO cunceds tos denesauniaed - $269,894 $213,748 

BOREMOET ccciaecvatasciaaeees 253,250 233,286 

ne CELE Oe Tee Pye nee - 240,637 247,431 

PE. 6ss60 405 Cen ssaeasksnened - 189,545 200,134 

| Pe reer t ee i hr ee ree - 194201 154,633 

BMD  cewena Kscicnssaradedeibes - 202,412 117,388 

og eC Ee Re Fi Set AA tbs - 167,108 101,457 

PER. 5 4 as 5 60 PVRS baaPe end - 164,626 96,629 

UNNDOE. - obvi cicseed onnnesae 200,342 132,866 

SPRUE 3.09 6s:hbnateues be beee® « 347,770 238,683 

November ......000. wabeeae «++ 360,929 258,357 

TS iaeecteke oeheeses (asec eeeeTle $1,994,612 








Boone County Jamboree 
Into Huge Auditorium 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
Starting next week WLW will 
transfer its Friday night Boone 
County Jamboree audience show 
from Emery auditorium to Music Hall, 
which doubles the Emery’s 2,200-seat 


capacity. George C. Biggar, WLW 
rural program supervisor, made 
change. 


Aired portions of the show have 
been sponsored by the Vick Chem- 
ical Co. and International Harvester. 
Latter will be replaced this week 
by Brown & Williamson’s Bugler 
Tobacco. 

The 62-people troupe has been di- 
vided into three units for road en- 
gagements during the off-air time. 


Detroit Ban Sticks 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

With the initial three-month trial 
period past, local dailies are still 
adamant in their stand on radio col- 
umns, program reviews, etc., which 
were dropped from all three prints 
last August. Although there’s no in- 
dication that ban will be lifted in 
near future, all three papers are 
still keeping intact their previous 
radio staffs, although the three ra- 
dio editors are at present confining 
their major activities to other fields. 

Reader protests were plentiful and 
vehement shortly after radio stuff 
was dropped, but naturally has sim- 
mered down of late. There’s been 
no increase in radio advertising in 
papers’ columns, publishers’ hopes 
notwithstanding, and both sides seem 
content to let things as they are for 
the time being, at least. 











TRAMEL’S OMAHA TALK 
Omaha, Dec. 6, 

Niles Trammel, recently named 
executive vice-president of NBC, 
will address the Omaha Advertising 
Club on Dec. 13. More than 200 
local sponsors and advertisers will 
be guests of Stations WOW, KOIL 
and WAAW at the ad club dinner. 
Affair to be handled by Howard 
Peterson, WOW sales_ director; 
Frank Pellegrin, KOIL salse man- 

ager, and Jim Acuff, of WAAW. 





Hammond Off Sealtest 


Lawrence Hammond has with- 
drawn as director of the Sealtest 
program over NBC red for the Henry 
Souvaine agency. He was the third 
one to direct the show. 

Allan Merritt Fishburn succeeds 
Hammond. He’s a legit director 





from the Yale drama factory. 


FRISCO FAIR'S 
FT RADIO 
BUILDUP 


San Francisco’s 1939 World Fair 
will take a page from the Federal. 
Theatre and present, in Living 
Newspaper style, dramatizations of 
ancient news contemporary with the 
week presented. Will be coupled 
with current news as is done on the 
FT Radio Division’s ‘This Was 
News’ program in New York on 
which the idea is based. Latter is 
a weekly half-hour show on 
WINS, N. Y. 

Frisco FTRD project players will 
enact the dramatizations. 


WIP on 24-Hour Sked P 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

WIP yesterday began airing on a 
24-hour-a-day schedule. Only out- 
let in Philly and one of the few in 
the country operating throughout the 
night. New six-hour block, from 
1 a.m. to 7 a.m., former closing and 
opening hours, has been tagged 
‘Dawn Patrol.’ It is being offered 
for sale in any size chunks. 

Time is filled in similarly to Stan 











Shaw’s ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ on 
WNEW. There are recordings, news, 
reports on highway conditions, 


weather and small talk by John 
Franklin, who'll handle the vigil. 

Station will be off the air only 
fron? 1 to 7 a.m. on Mondays, neces- 
sary for routine inspection of equip- 
ment and tests, 





Betty Mary Smith Resigns 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 

Betty Mary Smith, newscaster and 
sports reporter, left staff of KMBC 
Dec. 1 with matrimony the object. 
She’s daughter of town mayor, Bryce 
Smith, but was known to local radio 
fans as ‘Mary Corbin.’ She former- 
ly was connected with B. B. D. & O. 
in New York where she took part in 
‘March of Time’ and ‘Phenomena’ 
broadcasts. Groom is Robert Em- 
mett Northcutt, easterner. 

Margaret Heckle, special events 
reporter, moves into spots vacated 
by Miss Smith on news broadcasts 
— Jack Starr’s ‘Olympics of the 
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FRED H. BROWN 
‘GUESSED’ FOR 
FCC JOB 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Dark horse entry in the FCC 
Chairmanship Sweepstakes received 
attention in political circles last 
week. Winter book guessers short- 
ened the odds on Senator Fred H. 
Brown of New Hampshire, licked for 
a second term last month, and a re- 
liable applauder for President Roose- 
velt’s program. 

Possibility the Granite State 
lawyer may be picked to lead the 
Commish out of the wilderness was 
considered strong because Brown has 
a background of regulatory experi- 
ence and shares the Chief Executive's 
opinions about public utilities. Dur- 
ing the past six years he has gone 
down the line for the New Deal, be- 
ing most enthusiastic about the 
moves to exploit hydro-electric re- 
sources and subject the power indus- 
try to stringent Federal supervision. 

While other names have been men- 
tioned in political quarters, specula- 
tors decided Brown has an advantage 
~—~in the event he is interested in the 
job—because he served nine years on 
the New Hampshire utilities com- 
mission, besides being U. S. District 
Attorney throughout the Wilson Ad- 
ministration. Other names heard of- 
ten in conjectural conversations are 
three lame ducks in the House, mem- 
bers who were dumped in primary 
elections—Representatives Otha D. 
Wearin of Iowa, William D. McFar- 
lane of Texas, and David J. Lewis of 
Maryland. 


SLIGHT GIGGLE 


Darrell Donnell, Aloof Editor, Now a 
Press Agent 











San Francisco, Dec. 6. 
It’s Darrell Donnell, the press 
agent, at last. The former radio ed- 
itor of the Examiner, who used to 
dodge press agents and reject prac- 
tically all invitations to luncheons, 
dinner and cocktail parties, left for 
Hollywood last night at the beck of 
Charles Vanda, western division pro- 
gram chief for CBS, to handle ad- 
vance publicity for new CBS pro- 

gram to be bankrolled by Wrigley. 
Donnell will go on the road in 


RADIO 


VARIETY 











Add: Press Agents 





From the morning mail comes 
this mimeographed colossal: 

‘In recognition of his services 
on behalf of enlightened hu- 
manity, a move has been insti- 
tuted to nominate John J. An- 
thony, mentor of the WOR- 
Mutual Good Will Hour for a 
Nobel Peace award.’ 

Committee is headed by 
Harry Davis, philanthropist. 


WSAI DIVORCE 
IS STRESSED 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 














ent staffs of Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI stations is scheduled to get 
under way in earnest next week. 
James D. Shouse, general manager 
of both stations, started the divorce- 
ment a couple of months since by 
appointing International Radio Sales 
as the WSAI advertising representa- 
tive, succeeding Transamerican. Lat- 
ter organization was doubling as rep 
for both stations and continues to 
serve WLW. 

Dewey H. Long, WSAI manager, 
will have his own corps of newsmen 
and announcers, a separate publicity 
force and other divisions entirely 
segregated from WLW. Too, he will 
have first call on ‘certain musical 


been doubling on the two stations. 





Jane Froman Submitted 
For Lucky Strike Show 


Jane Froman has been submitted 
for the Lucky Strike show on NBC 
Wednesday nights. 

Lanny Ross is in the cig’s CBS 
Saturday spot, with the deal on a 52- 
week basis but involving an under- 
standing that the singer will grace- 
fully retire if a change in program 


units and dramatic people that have | 


| New 





POLITELY VAGUE. 
TALKS ANNOY 


Mrs. Holt Going West for 
Tactics Huddle—<Actors’ 
Union First Needs War 
Chest Before Going Into 
Battle 


—_———_— 


STRIKE? 








Active campaign to obtain agency 


stages of preparation by the Ameri- | 
can Federation of Radio Artists. As | 
a step in the scheme, Mrs. Emily | 
Holt, executive-secretary, is building | 
up ‘war chest’ by borrowing addi-| 
tional funds from affiliate groups in | 
the Associated Actors and Artistes | 
of America. She also plans a trip 
‘out of town’ this weekend, presum- | 
ably to the Coast. 


AFRA received a loan of $5,500 
from Actors Equity last week, with 
an assurance of support ‘to the 
limit’ in its battle with the agencies. 
Amount was in addition to the pre- 
vious sum (said to be around $15,000) 
advanced by Equity to finance the 
AFRA organizational campaign. 
Screen Actors Guild and the Ameri- | 
can Guild of Musical Artists, each of 
whom likewise put up more than 
$10,000 as a starting treasury for 
AFRA, will also be asked to provide 
further coin for the ‘war chest.’ 


Mrs. Holt will put the bite on Ken- 
neth Thomson, SAG _ executive- 
secretary, during his current stay in 
York. Although Thomson 
hasn’t authority to pledge such a 
loan, he will undoubtedly carry 
the request to the SAG board. 


(Continued on page 34) 








Commentary 





Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 

WIRE, local NBC outlet, re- 
ceived more than 50 fan mail 
letters for the ‘Arnold Grimms 
Daughter’ program, which is 
aired by General Mills. Letters 
should have been sent to Min- 
neapolis instead of Indianapolis. 








DEUTSCH HAS | 
PHONOGRAPH 








FULTON LEWIS 
WANTS AN IN 


Washington, Dec. 6. 
Another tiff between the press 
and radio will come to a head early 


recognition and agreements cover-|next year when the Standing Com- 


: |ing commercial programs is in final 
Separation of the business and tal- | 


mittee of Newspaper Correspondents 
who run the press galleries at the 
U. S. Capitol are confronted with 
request for admission from a micro- 
phone commentator. In the past ra- 
dio has been cold-shouldered, largely 
because of publisher pressure on the 
writers who pass on eligibility of 
persons seeking to use the gallery 
facilities. 

Determined to force the _ issue, 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., former veteran 
writer for Hearst, who now spiels 
via Mutual, is readying a formal 
application. Most recent similar in- 
cident, which resulted in a turn- 
down, occurred when Trans-Radio 
opened a Washington bureau. Lewis 
maintains he is entitled to admission 
because he gathers his own news 
and will demand creation of a spe- 
cial gallery for radio news collec- 
tors if he is nixed by former pals. 


Peter Lorre’s ‘Mr. Moto’ 
Put Up for Sponsorship 


Radio rights to screen’s ‘Mr. Moto’ 
are being peddled around by the 
William Morris office for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox. Office has sample disc. 

Asking price is $4,509 per program 
and would include services of Peter 
Lorre. 























advance of talent scouts who will 
seek material for the show, ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood.’ He resigned 


from the KFRC newscasting staff to . 


take the job. 


Russ Morgan Completes © 


2-Yr. Run for Morris 


Philip Morris Co. and Russ Mor- 
gan will call it quits at the end of 
January. Milton Biow agency is 
submitting three or four substitute 
bands for the two network half- 
hours that the account divides be- 
tween NBC and Columbia, and indi- 
cations are that a decision will be 
made by the end of next week. 

Morgan has held the assignment 
for over two years. 


Engels on Leave 


Lenox R. Lohr has urged George 
Engels, vice-president of the NBC 
Artists Bureau, to take a good long 
rest. Engels is likely to leave im- 
mediately and be gone at least two 
months. He was operated upon 
early in 1938 and never had a chance 
to build up strength. 

Lohr states there is no thought of 
Engels resigning from the NBC 
staff. 


Phil Baker’s Clauses 


Phil Baker will pick the cast, 
writers and band for his Hawaiian 














Pineapple Co. show when he gets | 


back to New York next week. 


Stanza starts Jan. 7 on CBS in the. 


Saturday 9 to 9:30 spot. 
It is a package sale with the Wil- 
liam Morris 


Lyons splitting the commission. 


office and Lyons & | 
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IDEAS 


Percy Deutsch, head of the Worid 
Broadcasting System is reported 
considering a proposition te extend 
his operations to include the phono- 
graph record field. Any move in that 
direction would not be made until 
next spring. 

Deutsch, it is said, wants to get his 
latest project, World Transcriptions, 
Inc., which includes the Gold Net- 
work, on an established basis before 
undertaking the phonograph record 
idea. Figures that his present record- 
ing organization should fit in easily 
with the requirements of the phono- 
graph record business, which has 
been staging an extraordinary come- 
back for the past two or three years. 


World’s Gratis Xmas 
Wax in 2 Stanzas 


World Broadcasting is currently 
preparing its annual Christmas pro- 
gram which it presents gratis to all 
radio stations taking its service, 
Program director Charles Gaines this 
| year has done the holiday program 
in two sections, one a  playlet, 
‘Christmas Comes to Timmy’ by 
Marjorie Bartlett of Ruthrauf & 
Ryan with 10-year-old Kingsley Col- 
ton as lead. Second is musical. 
Moravian trombone choir of 18 
plus the Beethoven Maennerchor of 
75 voices journeyed to New York 
last week from Bethlehem, Pa., ac- 
companied by their bishop. Bethle- 
hem is centre of Moravian sect and 
plugs itself as the ‘Christmas City of 
America.’ 


Reggie Scheubel Back; 
Checked at Hospital 


| Reggie Scheubel, manager of the 
| Milton Biow agency’s radio depart- 
ment, was discharged from Mt. Sinai 
hospital, N. Y., last Sunday (4) after 
a week’s observation. She will be 
back on the job this Monday (12). 

Miss Scheubel became indisposed 
during the previous weekend and 
the suggestion of her physician she 
entered the hospital for a thorough 
checking. ~ 


NBC Frisco Staff Cuts 


San Francisco, Dec. 6. 

Program changes at KPO and 
KGO, local NBC, have resulted in 
the dropping of several staff artists 
and commentators, including Sharon 
Merrill, charm expert; Dorothy 
Mackenzie, commentator; Coleman 
| Cox, the ‘Kindly Philospher,’ and 
| Earl Teasdale’s cowboy entertainers. 
, All were heard over Coast NBC 
webs. 

Schedules for Dr. Laurence L. 
Cross, commentator, have been cut 
; from three to two quarter-hours 
‘weekly and for the ‘Jingletown 
Gazette,’ with John Wolfe and Clar- 
ence Hayes, from fiv to three quar- 
ter-hours. “Who’s in Town Tonight,’ 
-interview program conducted by 
Wolfe and Janet Baird from the 
lobby of the Hotel St. Francis once 
a week, has been dropped by KPO. 


Warm Up Jack Pearl 




















| 











; Chicago, Dec. 5. 
William Stuhler, of the Lyons & 
Lyons office, was in town last week 
with Jack Pearl as his article of 
sale. Reported that one of the ob- 
jectives was Avalon cigarets (Brown 
& Williamson), handled by the Rus- 
sell M. Seeds agency. 
Pearl’s last air connection was a 
B&W show with Tommy Dorsey. 





_ GOLDEN WEB ADDS KTRH 
World Broadcasting has signed 

| station KTRH, Houston, to its Geld- 

/en network. 

i List now totals over 50 stations. 
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FCC MOVING TOWARD POWER BOOSTS 


THROUGHOUT BROADCASTING INDUSTRY: 





Washington Believes KRLD and WCKY Grants Are 
Significant—Would Appease Industry Pressure 


i 











for Super-Power + | 
ory | Add: Renewals | 
Washington, Dec, 6. | ask Ss 

Informal reclassification of sta-| Seu Lderid, Se. in Hollywood for 
tions, anticipating approval of the), original six-week stretch, has 
engineering report ventilated at pro- been renewed to script for Al Jcl- 

longed hearings last summer, 1S S€€N | con's show. 

in progress. Several recent FCC ac- | 

tions indicate a trend toward lifting} Norman Frescott (‘Uncle Jim's | 
power limitations in anticipation Of! Question Bee’) renewed by G.! 


the eventual reshuffling when the 
Havana agreement covering North 
American countries is ratified by all 
signatories. Lifting of the wattage 
lid on channels that are destined to 
have 1-B and 2 ratings (up to 50 kw 
with actual juice dependent upon in- 
terference and protection of signals) 
is regarded as an initial step to | 
eliminate uneconomic half-time sta- | 
tions on clear channels and to duck | 
the fight over super-power by im- 
proving coverage of existing trans- 
mitters. So far not enough grants 
have been made to demonstrate a 
definite trend but indications are the 
Commish is embarked on program 
which will fill holes in program serv- 
ice by foreshadowing ultimate rec- 
ommendations of the three-man 
policy committee, which still has not 
submitted its report on the hear- 
ings last June. 
Omens 


While the Commish is expected to 
continue moving cautiously, two re- 
cent announcements and a pair of 
reported but unconfirmed power 
boosts give basis for the belief that 
groundwork for reshuffling is being 
laid without waiting for promulga- 
tion of new policies or ratification of 
the North Americcn agreement. Last 
week the FCC upped WCKY, Cov- 
ington, Ky., from 10 to 50 kw while 
a short time earlier the strength of 
KRLD, Dallas, was increased from 5 
to 50 kw. Unofficial reports are that 
the FCC has decided to reverse one 
of its examiners, allowing KSTP, St. 
Paul, and WJSV, Washington, to go 
to 50 kw. Formal announcement of 
action on the latter two proposals 
presumably is being delayed for 
writing of satisfactory opinions. 

All of these increases are in accord 
with the theory behind the suggested 
new allocation method, although 
some of the social questions have not 
been decided, Each of the stations 
would become either a 1-B or 2 out- 
let, shifting to adjacent frequencies 
40 ke higher, when the international 
moving day arrives. More than a 
year ago, the engineering depart- 
ment, which then was headed by 
Commissioner T. A. M. Craven, advo- 
cated curing an impossible economic 
situation by allowing part-time out- 
lets to operate around the clock 
whenever technical factors will al- 
low. In the earlier report confined 
to engineering details, the experts 
also suggested all stations at the 
upper end of the dial be permitted 
to increase wattage because of the 








Washington Coffee, through Warwick | 
& Legler, for another stretch from | 
Jan. 1. 





F. & M. Schaefer beer program 
has been renewed on WEAF, New 
York, for 13 weeks starting Dec. 22 
through B. B. D. & O. 

Show with Felix Knight, Joan 
Britton, Al and Lee Reiser’s Swing 
Strings and the Jesters remains un- 
changed. Heard Thursdays on Red 
net 7:30 p.m. 





Ben Bernie, now in his ninth week 
for Half and Half tobacco, has been 
optioned for another 13 weeks by 
G. W. Hill. 


CBS ARTISTS 
BUREAU’S BIG 
MONTH 


CBS Artists Bureau set more deals 
during the month of November than 
in any similar period of its existence, 
Results of the 30 days’ dickering are 
already on the air or are in prepa- 
ration. 

Counted among those signatured 
for sponsorship was Orson Welles’ 
‘Mercury Theatre of the Air,’ which 
replaces Hollywood Hotel this Friday 
(9) for Campbell Soup, with the 
Bernard Herrmann orch., also set by 
the Bureau, backgrounding; Andre 
Kostelanetz and Kay Thompson’s 
choir for the Ethyl gasoline 45 min. 
spot on Thursday nights at 10 o’clock, 
starting Jan. 12; Raymond Paige and 
Hildegarde for the U. S. Rubber Co., 
debuting Feb. 22 at 10 p. m.; and 
H. V. Kaltenborn, commentator on 
world affairs, with Pathe News. In 
addition, Raymond Scott’s Quintet 
was placed on the Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade, and Ray Block’s orch. and 
the Eton Boys on U. S. Tobacco’s re- 
arranged Pick and Pat show. 

Herb Rosenthal is general manager 
of the Bureau. 


Satevepost Eyes Radio 




















poor propagatior characteristics of 
these channels. 
Forerunners 

General impression among indus- 
try watchers, therefore, is that the 
recent moves are merely forerunners 
of numerous power jumps which 
eventually will recult in virtually 
every outlet in the nation operating 
with more juice. Series of applica- 
tions is anticipated, now that the 
example has been set, although it is 
unlikely any wholcsale or horizontal 
lifts will take place at one time be- 
cause of the possible interference 
problems. For the sake of avoiding 
situations where impossible inter- 
ference would result, the Commish 
is expected to require hearings on 
nearly all of the anticipated requests. 

The power boosts are thought to 
indigate a lack of sympathy on the 
part of a wajority of the Commish 
foy suggestions that the 50 kw maxi- 
mum be made the minimum for 
clear-channel plants. As Commander 
Craven noted in his social-economic 
report, competition between classes 
of stations can be intensified by 
equalization of wattage and raising 
the weaker transmitters so they can 
render more adequate service to the 
communities where they are situ- 
ated. This was held out as an al- 
ternative to a limited number of wat- 
tage behemoths, 





Fredric March set 
Cantor’s Camel program 


for Eddie 
(WABC- 





Washington, Dec. 6. 

Stanley High is in town collecting 
material for an article on the Federal 
Communications Commission which 
will appear in the Saturday Evening 
Post. Fortune handled the subject 
(with mittens) some months ago. 

Same magazine has another radio 
article by J. C. Furnas pending. 
Deals with the special events activ- 
ities of the networks. 


Civil Service Exams 
For WNYC Openings 


New York City will conduct a com- 
petitive examination immediately 
after the first of the year for three 
posts at the city owned transmitter 
WNYC. Trio are radio publicity 
assistant, radio traffic assistant and 
radio operation assistant. Applica- 
tions to take the tests are to be filed 
between today (7) and Dec. 25. 

Each post is now filled with pro- 
visional appointees who will com- 
pete for the jobs with those filing 
applications. 


Gluskin’s Great Day 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
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JOINT COMMITTEE 


WORK NEAR GOAL 





! 


Final proofs of the brochure 


founded on the rural survey which 
the Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
search completed six months ago are 
now going the rounds of the com- 
mittee by mail for approval. Unless 


{someone on the committee gets a/ 
new notion on how it should be done 


and stirs up another debate, the fin- | 


ished work should be off the press in 
a couple weeks. 

NBC and Columbia jointly pre- 
pared the brochure and are likewise 
underwriting the printing jeb. 


RACING NEWS 
BANNED IN PA. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 


Pennsy law to eliminate transmis- 
sion of horse race information, which 
was signed at the last moment of 
the special legislative session by Gov- 
ernor Earle last week, will prevent 
stations here from airing anything 
concerning the Kentucky Derby, 
Grand National or other famous 
races either before, during or after 
the race. Newspaper lobby had in- 
serted exemptions so that news and 
results of races can be published. 
Protest against the bill and its dis- 
crimination was sent by Dr. Leon 
Levy, WCAU prez, to the Governor 
after he had signed the measure 


WARING CHOIR SET 
FOR RIVERSIDE CHURCH 


Fred Waring’s male choir appears 
at Riverside Church, N. Y. Sunday 
(11). Choir will give a two hour 
concert of Christmas carols and 
spirituals under the direction of Bob 
Shaw, assistant to Waring. 

Other dates of similar nature have 
been tentatively set for the group. 

















Sophie Tucker Repeated 
On KOIN Transcription 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 6. 
Because it had a popular local 
show in the spot, KOIN is taking the 
Sophie Tucker show (Roi Tan ci- 
gars) off on disc and playing it 15 
minutes later, The program that’s 
in the way of the CBS release is 
Five Star Final, a news feature. 
Surveys have given Five Star 
Final 70% of the local listening au. 
dience. Fact that the Sophie Tucker 
show is on disc was mentioned in 
the special publicity campaign which 
the station put on in her behalf, 





Connie Boswell Changes 


Connie Boswell has split with the 
Rockwell-O’Keefe office. William 
Morris office and the Music Corp. of 
America are now bidding for this 
booking representation. 

Miss Boswell came to R-O’K from 
the CBS Artists Bureau four years 


ago when the act was the Boswell 
Sisters. eat a 





Don Miller at World 


Don Miller has joined the new 
transcription setup of World Broad- 
casting Co. as salesman. 

Miller used to be with Scott Howe 
Bowen and among his jobs in the 
meantime has been that of advertis- 
ing manager of the magazine Today. 





NAN WYNN’S BUFFALO DATE 
Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
Nan Wynn, CBS songstress, has 
been booked as headliner for Buffalo 
Athletic club’s annual Radio Variety 
Revue next Saturday (10), 
Remainder of the talent will be 





Lud Gluskin caught two jobs on 
the downbeat last week. 

He had his option on Al Jolson’s 
Lifebuoy show taken up and same 
day signed to score Tito Guizar’s 
pictures at Grand National. Joe 
Laurie, Jr., coincidentally renewed 





«Selznick, Ltd, N. Y.). 


as scripter. 


largely from ranks of Buffalo Broad- 
; casting corp. whose executive V.Pp., 


Ike Lounsberry, is one of the very | 


| active BAC’s, 





Jack Runyon ordered by his med- | 


ico to forget about radio for a while 
jand pack in at Palm Springs, 


| 
| 
| 


————a 








turers Association. 


rectors’ assembly. 
shovel men to determine. 


dustry. 


also may be propositioned about 


assessments, 
Next step probably will be to 


erally has been commended. 





‘What's Right With Radio’ Drive 





Details of co-operative campaign to plug 
that broadcasting is most effective when carried on by private enter- 
prise, a defense against restrictive regulation and possible govern- 
ment ownership, will be mapped out early next year by officials of 
the National Association of Broadcasters and the Radio Manufac- 


Agreement to pool resources and embark on a good-will drive was 
reached last week at Chicago conference coincident with RMA di- 
Exact nature of the effort was left for pick-and 


Both spoken and printed sermons probably will be preached in 
the movement to acquaint the public with the advantages of private 
operation and to draw attention to the accomplishments of the in- 

Individual set-makers probably will be asked to include in 
their national newspaper and magazine advertisements some sort 
of educational matter directed at listeners. 


dramatize the public service they perform individually and jointly. 

The idea is for @ promotional drive such as many other industries 
have put on without stifling competition between individual mem- 
bers of each family. Example of the film industry is fresh in the 
minds of both broadcasters and manufacturers, 

Cost is the chief stumbling block. Shortage of funds puts curbs 
on the ability of either trade association to launch a promotional 
drive in its own right, neither group having a large sum available 
for printing or advertising and each disliking the thought of special 


advertising managers of leading companies in each branch of the 
business followed by joint conversations about preparation of copy. 
Writing of special pamphlets to accompany each set placed on the 
market probably will come later, although the ‘primer’ scheme gen- 


Washington, Dec. 6. 
the American theory 


Stations and networks 
Sustaining programs which wouid 


call a meeting of promotion and 








What Telephone Convenience, or Lack 





Kellogg Sets Lombard 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

J. Walter Thompson is said to be 
still trying to get Cary Grant to 
join the Kellogg show, which bows 
on the NBC-red (WEAF) Jan. 15. 
Cary Grant doesn’t like the idea of 
working every Sunday. 

Carole Lombard is already set for 
the stanza, as is Robert Emmet 
Dolan, the maestro. 


WLW BEFORE FULL 
COMMISSION DEC. 15 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

Further attack on the report of 
the three-man FCC committee which 
recommended slicing WLW, Cincin- 
nati, to 50 kw, was calendared last 
week. Attorneys for Crosley Radio 
Corp. will have a chance to empha- 
size their 125 written exceptions to 
the conclusions of the trial board be- 
fore the full Commish Thursday 
(15). 

Final decision is anticipated early 
next year, although bulkiness of the 
record may require more time for 
the regulators to digest the testimony 
and criticisms. 


Feds’ Busy Air Sked 


Radio Division of the Federal 
Theatre does not anticipate feeling 
the effects of the slice in WPA rolls. 
Rather the project expects to en- 
large its current staff due to the 
widening of it’s activities in setting 
up air shows on network and local 
stations both in New York and other 
key cities. 

New York office of the FTRD cur- 
rently has more shows on the air 
thar ever. Airings add up to 13 pro- 
grams weekly with one of those 
shows being ethered three times a 
week making 15 actual broadcasts. 
Another 13 programs are now in 
preparation for debuts between now 
and next March, 


WCKY 50 Kw. March 17 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
WCKY’s power boost from 10,000 
to 50,000 watts is expected to occur 
around St. Patrick’s day. So stated 
L. B. Wilson, station head, Saturday 
(3), before flying to Miami Beach for 
his winter vacash. 























BIZ END TO ‘ENTERTAIN’ 
Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 




















Christmas party for the staff and 
their families will be tossed by 
| KYW in the auditorium studio on 

Dec. 24. Show will be put on by 
the non-professional employees who 
have never been on the air. 

LeRoy Miller, Musical Klocker, 
will play Santa Claus, 





Of It, Means to Any Radio Contest 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

Peculiar situash hs developed 
here, whereby CKLW has been 
forced to cut down audience for its 
‘Crossword Puzzle of the Air’ pro- 
gram, instead of trying to build it 
up as is usually the case. 

Weekly show, bankrolled~ by 
Sam’s drug stores here, started off 
by publishing the crossword puzzles 
in local newspapers, inviting listen- 
ers to fill In blanks from definitions 
handed out by Frank Burke and 
Jack White over weekly program. 
Y"ere given five minutes after last 
definition to phone in correct puzzle 
and grab $1 award to each winner, 

First two airings jammed switch- 
boards so much station had to in- 
stall 25 operators. So far so good, 
but Michigan Bell Telephone offi- 
cials threw up their hands in horror 
when they discovered that some- 
thing like 175,000 Detroit phones 
were either tied up or thrown out 
of order by the five-minute splurge 
Tuesday nights. 

Moguls pleaded with CKLW offi- 
cials to do something about it, since 
they feared a major catastrophe, fire 
or similar incident might wreak 
havoc while phones were thus tied 
up. 
After huddle, boys decided to 
drop puzzle from newspapers and 
force listeners to trudge downtown 
to one of two Sam’s drug stores in 
order to get puzzle for participation 
in contest. As result, last week's 
incoming calls totaled a mere few 
hundred compared with more than 
4,000 in the previous stanza. 


TEXACO RENEWALS 
INCLUDE BACHER 


Cast and producer setup of Tex- 
aco’s Tuesday night show on CBS 
will remain as is for another 13 
weeks, effective Jan. 3. Renewals 
cover Bill Bacher, producer; Una 
Merkel, Ned Sparks, Charlie Rug- 
gles, Frances Langford, Kenny 
Baker, David Broeckman and James 
Wallington. 

Account hopes Brock Pemberton 
will put off the production of the 
proposed play starring John Barry- 
more for at least another two 
months. Barrymore, who has been 
the Texaco program’s m.c. for the 
past four weeks, was due in New 
York around Christmas to start re- 
hearsing for Pemberton. 

James Tierney, Texaco advertis- 
ing. manager, plans to get out to 
Hollywood after the holidays for a 


short stay in connection with the 
air series, 











Addison Smith joined Benton & 
Bowles agency in Hollywood as pro- 
duction aide to Don Cope. 
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| ’ Program Self-Regulation Expected 





while the regulators have decided 


tified. 


complaints. 


Plan which will allow the broadcasting industry a large measure of 

* self-regulation in matters of program material is expected to derive 
from the report that is now being drafted by Commissioners T. A. M. 

Craven, George Henry Payne and Eugene O. Sykes. Threesome was 

delegated last spring to standardize procedure and adopt some prin- 

ciples which would guide the industry in framing programs. Mean- 


airing of Orson Welles’ version of H. G. Wells’ “War of the Worlds,’ 
with the explanation that the basis for the grievance has been rec- 


Nature of the Craven-Payne-Sykes recommendations is still a secret, 
although the prevailing impression is that the trio will recommend 
that the law department’s wings be clipped when it comes to handling 
It was Commander Craven who initiated the efforts to 
agree upon uniform practices, while adverse public criticism such as 
was prompted by the abandoned move to try WTCN, Minneapolis, on 
profanity charges, also had its effect. 


Washington, Dee. 6. 


to dismiss the complaint of CBS’ 











FCC PLAYS ‘WHO 
AM I? WITH 





SALARIES 


Washington, Dec. 6. 


Fat pay envelopes handed a score 
of officers of Radio Corporation of 
America and the compensation of 
two Hearst Radio executives came to 
light Saturday (3) when the FCC 
issued a report listing salaries of 
hundreds of unnamed individuals in 
the management of telephone and 
telegraph carriers. 

In contrast to the Securities & 
Exchange Commission which identi- 
fies the individuals, the FCC failed to 

ive any names in its lengthy list, 

n numerous instances it was im- 
possible to guess who was meant, al- 
though persons acquainted with the 
eompanies were able to pick out the 
most important individuals. 


Following are the disclosures rela- 
tive the RCA: 


President and director, $100,000 
lus $800 from other corporations; 
oard chairman, $60,000 plus $800; 
vice-president and general counsel, 
$27,500 plus $160; vice-president, 
$30,000; secretary, $11,000; treasurer, 
$18,000 plus $300; assistant treasurer, 
13,000; general solicitor, $22,500 plus 
160; attorney in charge of patent 
litigation, $15,000; assistant general 
counsel, $13,500; general patent at- 
torney, $13,000; assistant general 
counsel, $12,000; attorney, $12,000; 
patent attorney, $10,000; comptroller, 
$12,000; labor relations director, 
$20,000 plus $20; manager of license 
division, $18,000; research director, 
$15,000; manager of information de- 
partment, $12,500 plus $280, and engi- 
neer in charge of frequency bureau, 
$12,000 plus $140. 


Numerous raises during 1937 for 
the top bosses were revealed in foot- 
notes to the report. Figures listed 
above are the rate of annual com- 
pensation as of Dec. 31, 1937. 

The Hearst Radio disclosures were: 
Vice-president and general manager, 
$14,300 and consulting engineer, 
$15,000. 

Substantial jump in the number of 
telephone and telegraph carrier 
Officials and employees receiving 
Over $10,000 occurred last year. 
Summary showed 568 individuals re- 
ceived checks totaling @ve figures or 
higher in 1937, as compared with 499 
in 1936. Top of the list was Walter H. 
Gifford, president of A. T. & T., who 
far outstripped other communica- 
tions execs with his annual income 
of $206,250 from the parent company 


in salary and $3,400 in ‘other com- 
pensation.’ 


AL CORMIER’S EXIT 
CUES NEW SETUP 


With the departure Friday (2) of 
Al Cormier from his general man- 
agership of WINS, N. Y., a number 
of personnel changes followed. Carl 
Calman succeeded Cormier. Exit pa- 
bers went to Jack Combs, musical 
program director; Louis Tappe, con- 
tinuity director; Lorraine Reilley, 
Cormier's secretary; Janet Keil, and 
Rosalind Sherman. These moves, 

alman states, are strictly economy 
Moves, 

New titles are as follows: Hazel 

fOwer, program director; Robert 
Cotton, production manager; Al 
Grobe, publicity; Louis Katzman, 
musical director. 

Dorsey Owings resigned Monday 
8S special events director. 








| Templeton Smith. 


Helen Menken’s Butler 


Fails in Wage Claim) 


Judge Roder in New York munic- 
ipal court last week threw out the 
$371 wage claim by Arthur Cherry, 
colored butler, whom Helen Menken, 
the actress, now on ‘Second Husband’ 
series for Bayer’s Aspirin, had en- 
gaged for her husband, Dr. Henry 
Because of the 
actress’ prominence, plus the colored 
handyman’s loquaciousness, the wage 
claim got considerable publicity. 


Miss Menken wanted him to assist 
in her medico-husband’s office but, 
finding Cherry incompetent, let him 
go. 


POST'S BRAN 
SEEKS COPY 
OKAY 


Post’s Bran Flakes (General Foods) 
may go in for a spot campaign of 
major proportions shortly after the 
first of the year. A lot will depend 
on how major stations react to the 
laxative angle in the brand’s pro- 
posed ad copy. Quiz on this point 
and time availability was sent out 
last week by Benton & Bowles to a 
long station list. World Transcrip- 
tions, which has been working on the 
same account, also wired similar 
queries. 


Account is figuring on five quarter- 
hours a week. 


WONDERS PEDDLING 
PARSONS, BACHER 


Hollywood, Dee. 6. 

Ralph Wonders, coast head of 
Rockwell-O’Keefe agency, is going 
east this weekend on radio package 
sales involving Bill Bacher as pro- 
ducer and Louella Parsons as guest- 
star runner-on. Bacher’s Texaco con- 
tract said to permit him an outside 
program. 

Package show patterned after 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ with new twist 
and sponsor interested. 

















Irish Program Keeps 
WHOM Up Until 1 A.M. 


Sign off time on WHOM, N. Y., 
has been extended from 12 midnight 
to 1 a.m. because of new program 
signatured with Fidelio Brewery Co. 
Show runs 60 minutes starting at 
midnight seven times weekly. 

Fidelio will plug McSorley’s ales 
and beers via an all-Irish music pro- 
gram with Joe Connelly answering 
requests with transcriptions. Agented 
by Morgan Reidner agency in co- 
operation with Federal Transcribed 
Programs, Inc. 


Dinty Doyle an Actor 


Radio columnist Dinty Doyle of the 
Hearst newspapers turns actor 
Christmas week. Doyle will start a 








personal appearance at Loew’s State. | 


N. Y., Dec. 23. 
Supporting show for Doyle is not 
pencilled in as yet. 





Raymond Scott took over the 
batoning of Van Wynn’s CBS sus- 
tainers Monday (5). Singer is aired 
Monday and Friday in 15 min, ses- 





sions. 
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MAP-MAKER ALLEGEDLY TRAPS’ STATIONS 





AND THREATENS SUIT FOR INFRINGEMENT 


Agencies-Sponsors 





Domino cigarets (Larus Bros.) is 
putting on a spot campaign along the 
Atlantic seaboard through Warwick 
& Legler. 





Hind Honey and Almend Cream 
(Lehn & Fink) is renewing its} 
minute announcement schedule Jan. | 
2. William Esty is the agency. 








Household Finance Co, will present | 


|‘Alice Lane’ Thursdays over WISN, | 


| Milwaukee, under direction of James | 





Cominos of Batten, Barton, Durstine 
& Osborn Agency. Household 
Finance also sponsors Monday 
through Saturday feature, ‘News 
Headlines.’ 





Nathaniel Shilkret heads orchestra 
on WTMJ, Milwaukee, under spon- 
sorship of the city’s banks. Arrange- 
ments by Marvin Lemkuhl, account 
exec of the Scott-Telander advertis- 
ing agency; Bob Brown, advertising 
manager of the First Wisconsin 
National Bank, and Neil Bakke. 
WTMJ salesman. 





Minnesota Consolidated Canneries, 
Minneapolis (Butter Kernal Corn 
and Peas), through Long Advertis- 
ing Service, San Francisco, is spon- 
soring four five-minute participa- 
tions in the KGO, San Francisco, 
‘Home Forum’ with Gladys Cronk- 
hite, during December, 





Manhattan Soap Ce., New York, 
(Sweetheart Soap), Through Milton 
Weinberg agency, Los Angeles, is 
spotting announcements on KGO, 
San Francisco, through Dec. 23, also 
participations in the ‘Home Forum’, 
Transcribed announcements on KPO, 
San Francisco. Fifty and 100-word 
announcements on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, 





Guarantee Union Life Insurance 
Co., through Allied agencies, using | 
announcements five days weekly 
during newcasts on KJBS, San Fran- 
cisco, 





Maytag Co. (washing machines), 
through McCann - Erickson, Inc., 
Chicago, on KSFO, San Francisco, 





with 50 and 100-word daytime 
blurbs. 
Oxo, Ltd. (beef eubes), through 


Platt-Forbes, Inc., New York, using 
five announcements weekly on 
KSFO, San Francisco. 





Lynden Chicken Products, (chick- 
en soup), has contracted with KSFO, 
San Francisco, for three announce- 
meents weekly for 26 weeks, through 
the Burchard Co., Seattle, Wash. 





Hinds & Co. (honey and almond 
cream), through William Esty agen- 
cy, spotting 10 announcements week- 
ly on KSFO, San Francisco. 





Sinclair Oil has bought a weekly 
dramatized news show on WBBM, 
Chicago. It’s tagged ‘History in the 
Making’ and starts Jan. 8. Same ac- 
count is lending an ear to a network 
show which NBC has offered. 


Federal agency placed the WBBM 
business. 





Lewis Andrews Wrote 300 Stations on Plain Paper 
With Home Address to Ask for Coverage Data— 
He’s. Head of American Map Co. 





Answering Mail 





Station sales reps in New 
York couldn’t resist an ‘I told 
you so’ on the old predicament 
about the maps. 


Certain stations are no- 
toriously slow to supply their 
own reps with information 


when demanded but seemingly 
will answer mail from uniden- 
tified persons. 




















ASCAP’S RADIO 
COLLECTIONS 
OFF 10%, 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has been 
considerably off in its collections 
from radio stations this year as com- 
pared to 1937. Fees on commercial 
programs have been consistently 
down for the past five months, indi- 
cating that spot business didn’t re- 
cover much from the slump it took 
at the tail end of spring. 


ASCAP figures that the segment 
from radio will be off by at least 
10% as compared to 1937 when it 
comes to determining the ratios of 
the various licensee sources. Slack 
caused by broadcasting has been 
taken up in the Society’s gross by 
the addition of some 2,200 new 
licensees in the tavern and nightclub 
fields. 


SAGALL OF SCOPHONY 
SET IN US., SAILS 10TH 


Solomon Sagall, managing director 
of Scophony, Lid., English television 
company, has made sufficient prog- 
ress here in plan to form an Ameri- 
can company to manufacture and 
market receivers to warrant laying 
results of his negotiations with Eddie 
Cantor and financial associates before 
Scophony board of directors. 


Sagall sails for England Dee. 10. 
Scophony expects to perfect and 
market a 16-foot television picture 
for theatres in England by next June 
and now has in use an eight-foot size 
picture. Sagall will return here in 
January if Scophony decides to go 
ahead with its American plans and 
World’s Fair demonstration next 
spring. 














Ross Guests on WHOM 


David Ross will be guest star on 
‘We Americans’ program over 
WHOM, N. Y., next Sunday, Dee, 11. 


Will give ‘Gettysburg Address.’ 





John Griffith Explains Setup Of 
~ National Phonographic Network 





John Griffith, head of the National 
Phonographic Network, declared 
yesterday (Tuesday) that he would | 
place his first batch of commercial | 


phonograph records with coin-oper- | 
ated machines during the current | 
week. He figures on a distribution | 
of 5,000 copies of his initial dance 











band recording, with Carstairs Whis- | 
key involved in the test campaign. 

Griffith said that in due time he 
expects to turn out 50,000 pressings | 
per master. He talked about having | 
250,000 coin-operated machines un- 
der contract. Griffith stated that he 
is furnishing the recordings to ad- 
vertisers at 25c a piece for four weeks 
playing time and that the musicians 
he employs are paid the same scale 
as prevails in the case of the ordi- 


. 














nary phonograph record, namely, $264 | 
per man for a two-hour session. 

In regards to the stand of the Mu-. 
sic Publishers Protective Association | 
that he must pay the same royalty | 
fee (25c and 50c) as applies for | 
transcriptions Griffith declared that | 
if the MPPA continued to refuse to. 
make it a royalty of 2c for him he | 
would resort to the exclusive use of | 
unpublished manuscripts and ask the 
Songwriters Protective Association 
to do the licensing for him. He felt 
confident that the coin machines 
would make such unpublished num- 
bers popular. 

Griffith expects to use name bands 
identified with air commercigls for 
recording purposes in the eveyt such 
advertisers buy his phonograz 4 t*e- 
ord service. 


Combination of embarrassment and 
resentment among broadcasters 
throughout the country has resulted 
from the discovery that the Lewis 
M. Andrews, who circularized them 
for coverage information about their 
stations, is the president of the 
American Map Co. and that he pro- 
poses to use this data to sue them for 
infringing on his copyrighted maps. 
Andrews denied Monday (5) the 
broadcasters’ charge that the le:ter 
inquiry was devised strictly as a 
trap. He said that he came upon the 
infringements after his firm had been 
retained to do a radio coverage sur- 
vey for an ‘industrial organization.’ 

Andrews declined to disclose the 
identity of this organization. In his 
letter of inquiry to some 300 stations 
Andrews stated that the information 
was being sought for one of his ‘con- 
nections’ that was considering a ra- 
dio campaign. His request stressed 
the inclusion of maps in the sub- 
mitted material. Andrews stated 
Monday that although his ‘client’ had 
‘considered using radio to a limited 
extent, it was not going on the air.’ 
As he phrased it he had been ‘re- 
tained to get up maps showing how 
far stations duplicated one another.’ 
Stationary which Andrews used for 
his coverage inquiry did not contain 
a letterhead. It merely gave his 
home address, 25 Central Park West, 
New York City. 


Hot Lead 


Andrews’ connection became 
known after several of the stations 
instructed their reps in New York 
to follow up the ‘lead.’ The head of 
the map company told one of his rep 
callers that he was amazed at the 
brazenness shown by a goodly num- 
ber of the stations in using maps 
which they had no right to use with- 
out permission of the copyright own- 
ers, He added that some of the sta- 
tions had gone so far as to remove all 
signs of the copyright notice. 

Andrews declared Monday that an 
examination of the collected “ita had 
disclosed nearly 50 infringements. 
He said that it was his intention to 
advise the stations involved that if 
they didn’t settle immediately with 
his company he would start proceed- 
ings against them in the federal 
courts. Andrews also said that his 
collections showed that the copy- 
rights of other map companies had 
been infringed upon also and that 
it was his intention to turn this stuff 
over to them, 





Warren Hull now doing the com- 
mercials of Metro’s ‘Good News’ 
program, vice Ted Pierson, 
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‘Refugees Theatre of the Air’ a Stunt 


Program for 


By BOB LANDRY 


Broadcasters invariably dote upon 
the opportunity to take their micro- 

hones into the presence of authentic 

uman drama. This accounts for the 
appeal, the heart-tug and the pub- 
licity-guaranteeing values implicit 
in WHN’s ‘Refygees Theatre of the 
Air,’ which is heard in New York 
at 10 p. m. on Fridays. As these 
victims of Old World persecution 
bravely strive to meet the strange 
conditions of the new world, the re- 
sultant emotional voltage is indis- 
putable. By any measurement, 
whether Barnumesque calculation or 
humanitarian impulse (or perhaps a 
mixture of both), what WHN is do- 
ing will command widespread atten- 
tion. It is an exalted gesture, a 
warmish lump-in-throat program. 

Fred Raphael of WHN is credited 
with initiation of the idea by his 
boss, Herb Pettey. Three refugee 
organizations, one Catholic, one non- 
sectarian, and one a Jewish-Gentile 
liaison group provide the entertain- 
ers; WHN gives the time, stages and 
musically backgrounds the talent, 
and broadcasts them together with 
appeals for club and party engage- 
ments. Any bookings for the enter- 
tainers are referred by WHN to the 
three organizations who handle all 
the business details. (About 15 en- 
gagements followed the initial broad- 
cast, it is said. Refugees should 
average about $15 apiece from these 
bookings—many in private homes). 

It was ideal to open the program 
with Henrik van Loon, himself once 
an immigrant (but not a refugee) 
from Holland. His well-here-we- 
are — this - is - too-bad-let’s-not-cry- 
over-spilled-milk attittude was ex- 
actly right. He eschewed sloppy sen- 
timentality; was sympathetic but not 
hysterical. Introduced the various 
entertainers with adult and sincere 
dignity that was much better than 
unrestrained it-can’t-happen-here his- 
trionics would have been. Program 
may run into other, less tactful, mas- 
ters-of-ceremonies who will suc- 
cumb to the lush temptations to 
emotionalize. 


Van Loon’s odd radio personality 
(he is a frequent though not a reg- 
ular broadcaster) is partly due to 
his asthma, which punctuates his 
tempo. He referred to his English, 
not syllable-perfect, with the sug- 
gestion that many of the newer im- 
migrants, not finding things so easy 
in the America of 1938, will have to 
perfect their speech perforce or suf- 
fer a commercial liability. 

These were the persons heard on 
the inaugural half hour: 

Ernst Leanart, a Max Reinhart 
pupil, who did a rather heavy but 
well done recitation with reasonably 
good English diction. 

Mme. Toni Neuhass, a singer from 
Austria with a trained operetta 
voice. 

Stephan Bardos, a Grade A pianist 

Miriam Zunger, a Polish-German 
violinist of expert technique. 

Walter Graff, whose slightly ac- 
cented voice singing ‘America 
opened the program with a sym- 
bolism that was high showmanship. 

Refugees were all on the heavy 
side. All trained musicians but the 
show needed a change of pace. 

Were there no comedians tagged 
with the skidoo sign by the Nazis? 








™MARCH OF THE GAMES’ 
With Arthur Ross, Vivian Block 
15 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Wed, and Fri., p. m. 
WABC, New York 
March of the Games, Columbia’s 
ree quiz program, broadcast 
te Wednesday and Friday after- 
noons from WABC, pretty uniform] 
reaches the double goal sought - 
ucation and entertainment. It has 
an excellent conductor in 14-year- 
old Arthur Ross (although the state- 
ment he is ‘the youngest emcee in 
radio’ covers too much territory); a 
good selection of questions, musical 
"memory tests and tongue twisters 
(the last-named angle, strictly for 
laughs, is rather drawn out), and 
contestants usually rating fairly high 
on I. Q’s. Likewise, an effective 
setup to draw queries and replies 
from the youthful listening audience. 
and first-class production. Ross and 
Vivian Block, who deliberately and 
not too funnily jam up on the tongue 
twisters before contestants try their 
skill, are the only performers, aside 
from the announcer, to be air tabbed. 
A iittle girl recites in rhyme as the 
drum major gives a roll at the start 
of each game. Organ and piano also 
are used. All nicely cued. On one 
shot, kid audience chorused four fa- 
miliars, all flubbed by contestants. 
accompaniment for this. 
Children under 16 in the metropol- 
itan area are invited to the studio. 
Four contestants, usually grouped 
within a certain age limit shoot for 
cash prizes of $5 and $3. Also awards 
for youngsters sending in the best 
ons and writing the top letters, 
ong with identification of a tune 
played. Jaco. 


Heart and Headlines 





Sure-Fire 





WHN’s amateur program con- 
ducted by Ed East the day after 
Thanksgiving was panicked by 
a tear-jerker with the follow- 
ing qualifications: 

1, He was a bus boy in a res- 
taurant who had been fired on 
Thanksgiving day before he got 
his dinner. 

2. He sang ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling.’ 

3. He was going to use the 
$25 prize (if he won) to buy his 
little sister an overcoat, 











WwW. W. CHAPLIN 

News Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 

Thursday, 9:15 p. m. 

WNEW, New York 

This is a debut of an ex-foreign 
correspondent as a radio commen- 
tator. Chaplin is now with the home 
office of International News Service 
in New York. He is one of the three 
from. that office, Leo Dolan and 
Walter Kiernan being the others, 
who have accepted bids from Larry 
Nixon of WNEW to expose their 
wares to public hearing, with the 
thought of possibly attracting com- 
mercial attentior. 

Chaplin has a good voice, definitely 
on the he-side. He was obviously a 
bit nervous, but apart from this 
slight flaw delivery was good and 
approach big timey, literate and 
masculine. Gave some _ absorbing 
cameos of figures and situations now 
important in world developments. 
Series bears the general caption, 
‘News Behind the News.’ Land. 


Follow-Up Comment 


Paul Van Zeeland, prime minister 
of Belgium, was one of the speak- 
ers Thursday on NBC’s Town Meet- 
ing of the Air and his proposals 
for international cooperation and 
appeasement was the theme of the 
meeting. Van Zeeland speaks with 
a heavy French accent, but his vo- 
cabulary is extensive and his per- 
sonality attractive. He was subject 
to the sputtering firecrackers of Dr. 











Ruth Alexander, the irl Ph.D. 
from Chicago, who is heard fre- 
quently at Town Hall. She pitched 


into the Van Zeeland plan as just 
another European slicker stunt to 
take over gullible Uncle Samuel. 
Same audience that had just ap- 
plauded Van Zeeland to the rafters 
came back with a similar burst for 
the opposite view. Van Zeeland’s 
rebuttal was good-natured and 
calm, qualities absent in Miss Alex- 
ander’s acid-flavored remarks. He 

ea very able impression as 
to sincerity. It all added up to a 
snappy Town Meeting. 





me i F. Neely is rapidly losing 
his old-time association with the 
name, ‘The Old Stager,’ under which 
he was known for many years in the 
early days of commersh radio. He 
is now on the ether under his own 
moniker on the Fitch Bandwagon 
program as commentator and inter- 
viewer of band leaders; and on the 
first few shows has been turning in 
a smartly-handed job. 





Eugene Conley tosses off a warm- 
ish Irish tenor fill-in for NBC sus- 
— ‘eo over WJ”, with H. 
Leopold Spitalny tapping out the 
tempo and Milton Cross doing an 
anonymous announcing bit. 





Bob Hope’s gallop for Pepsodent 
keeps up its breezy pace, but, like 
so many other programs originating 
in that film colony, the table talk at 
the Brown Derby keeps trickling 
into the fe. Nobody secms to take 
this kind of criticism very seriously, 
but purely | ‘local’ quips for a ‘na- 
tional’ audience is surely not the 
apex of wise planning for maximum 
popularity. 





Munro Leaf, author of ‘Ferdinand, 
the Bull,’ gave a nation-wide radio 
audience pet not only into the 
writing of, but to the financial re- 
turns from, a best seller. The Wash- 
ingtonion, more than 200,000 copies 
of whose book had been sold, ac- 
cording to Gabriel Heater on ‘We, 
the People,’ fixed the amount of 
money received to date at ‘about 
$7,000.’ Said that it was difficult to 
give exact figures. Leaf declared 
that he took only 40 minutes to turn 
out the tome; that he was stumped 
only once, for about 16 minutes, to 
discover a logical wey of making the 
non-aggressive Ferdinand fight and 
still keeping him in eh=szacter. The 
burnble was the solution. 








is east with Jack Benny. 


‘CAVALCADE OF AMERICA’ 
With Gabriel Heatter, Thomas Chal- 
mers, Don Voorhees Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
DU PONT 
Monday, 8 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(B.B.D. & QO.) 

Notable as heretofore for the re- 
straint and dignity of the Du Pont 
commercial copy, ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ returns to CBS with its 
narrative pattern substantially the 
same. It is a pleasant half hour 
along serious, but not ponderous, 
lines. By implication it is vastly 
sentimental — about America and 
Americans, the spirit of initiative 
land self-reliance ,of new plans and 
| revitalized optimism. 
| It so happens (whether the charts 
show it or not at the precise mo- 
|ment this is written) that unmis- 
|takable omens suggest the flaming 
|up of nationalism. This may well 
be an important psychological fac- 
ltoer before the winter is over. Play- 
| wrights have patriotic epics in their 
machines, and everyone is empha- 
jsizing appreciation of America. 
|There may perhaps be some quiet 
pleasure for the Du Pont organiza- 
tion if what they have been doing 
for some time in ‘Cavalcade’ is pre- 
sumably about to become awfully 
‘up-to-date.’ 

Premiere of the new series traced 
the boyhood and maturity of Knute 
Rockne. He may not be the greatest 
American that ever lived, but prob- 
ably a lot of people would pencil 
him in right after Lincoln. Dramatic 
effects were carefully built up by 
artful use of under-emphasis. Nice 
narration and interpolation. Don 
Vorhees music was an asset through- 
out and apart from a faint sugges- 
tion of windiness at the start, ditto 
for Heatter. Land. 





‘AMERICA KEEPS FAITH’ 
Music and talk 

30 Mins.—Local 

Mondays, 7:30 p. m. 
Sustaining . 

WHAM, Rochester 


Timely new patriotic series clearly 
reveals WHAM’s talent resources. 
Program is varied and fast moving. 
Should win attention of youth, for 
whom it’s intended, and in the pres- 
ent turmoil of world affairs will tend 
to make them think of the value of 
American ideals and their part in 
preserving them. 

William Fay, station manager, an- 
nounces and forcefully tells the pur- 
pose of the program. Highlight is 
a three-minute talk by Rev. Charles 
C. Williams Carver, a leading Epis- 
copal rector and former actor. He 
really has something to say and, de- 
livered in his warm, friendly, reso- 
nant voice, it scores. Entire program 
centers on the ‘sermon,’ with music 
and poems furnishing the buildup 
and setting. 





Frank Parker vq“.u.1zing on Tex- 
aco Star Theatre while Kenny Baker 


In the opening show Charles Siver- 
son’s staff orchestra played ‘Memo- 
ries,’ ‘After Sundown’ and ‘Hymn to 
the Night.’ Inez Quinn, soprano, 
sang ‘Look for the Silver Lining’ and 
‘America, the Beautiful.’ Latter, al- 
ways lovely, was especially effective. 
Fay sang a baritone solo and Allen 
Sisson read Galsworthy’s poem, 
‘Courage’ and Henderson’s ‘The 
Lonely Acre.’ ‘Star-Spangled Ban- 
‘ter’ was orchestra’s theme number. 

Program definitely left audience 
desiring more of the same. Cord. 





WALTER KIERNAN 
Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Sat., 10 p. m. 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Kiernan is an International News 
Service commentator and columnist. 
This is not his first crack at radio, 
as he aired over a local station in 
Connecticut in the past. 

_ There’s only one drawback to en- 
joyment of his comments and anec- 
dotes—his voice. When caught (3), 
the first few minutes of his broad- 
cast was annoying because of the 
lack of inflections and intonation in 
his delivery. Fifteen mins. of flat 
words without a shift in pitch is 
liable to alienate any listener. How- 
ever, that can and probably will 
wear off with more mike appear- 
ances, as he was evidently becoming 
more at ease when his time was up. 

Dialog could also stand a little 
softening. It was very formal, but 
seemed to improve with his vocal 
efforts as time went by. With prac- 
tice Kiernan should prove a likable 
story-teller, 





RADIO GUILD 
Dramatic 

Sustaining 

Mondays, 9:30 p. m. 
KFOR, Lincoln, Neb. 

Adaptations by James E. Cox and 
directed by him, the Radio Guild 
shows are in their third week on 
KFOR. A local product and uses 
works of amateur authors. Last ef- 
fort, called ‘Convict Ship,’ was in 
several poetic forms. Appeal is 
largely to the intellectual, or pseu- 
dos, who have amateur writing in- 
terests. 

An answer at least for that chatter 
which always boogies a station about 
everything being corny and commer- 
cial. Once weekly stint helps shut 
up the longer haired. Cast is largely 
drawn from studio talent, with an 
occasional member of the close-by 
University Players taking a hand. 

Barn. 








Inside Stuff—Radio 


Diathermy machines and other electrical devices emitting radio jim. 
pulses will not be required to qualify for formal licenses, FCC has de. 
cided following conversations with manufacturers and users of such 
equipment. Legislation giving the Commish positive authority to regulate 
the operation of gadgets which may produce radio emissions probably 
will be ‘proposed to Congress, however, at the forthcoming session. 

Unfinished study of the problem has reached the point where the FCC 
has promulgated rules which exempt devices which do not radiate more 
than 15 microvolts per meter at a distance beyond 100 feet. If the out- 
put is greater, the Commish will regard the gadgets as transmitting sta- 
tions and apply all standards and regulations besides requiring operators 
to apply for official tickets. 

New rules apply to novel remote-control attachments to radio re. 
ceivers. Operating on the principle of dial telephones but with almost 
insignificant amount of power, these invariably will be exempt from the 
licensing procedure. In the event any apparatus is found to emit a 
signal stronger than the limit, manufacturers will be informed and given 
a chance to alter their products. 





Bob Benchley cut out his Friday night Old Gold preview last week, con- 
vinced that the attempt to improve on the material between that time and 
the actual broadcast (Sunday) results in a blend of over-familiarity and 
staleness. The humorist feels that much more spontaneity can be got into 
a broadcast if the show comes within the same day of the rehearsal. Also 
that a comic leaves his best job behind him at a preview. 

Monday night public preview of Al Jolson’s Lifebuoy program was also 
abandoned, both Jolson and producer Ev: Meade feeling that the night- 
before workout robs the show of spontaneity and that the anticipated 
results did not materialize. Usual Monday night procedure has been to 
aircheck the laughs from audience reaction and bolster flat situations for 
the following night’s double airing. 





Consolidated Radio Artists is trying to negotiate changes in its contract 
with NBC on remote band pickups. Band office offshoot of NBC’s former 
band department, is complaining about wanting more and better time 
than it has been getting under present arrangement and for less money. 

Other band offizes which have no agreement with NBC have allegedly 
been getting better breaks than CRA, its own offspring. In matter of 
money it has been costing ‘outside’ offices no more than CRA and in 
many instances preferential time has been given to other than CRA bands. 
CRA states that most of its present air time is unprofitable, coming as it 
does in very late hours. 





Radio trade on the Coast is viewing with apprehension the effect of 
bunching three shows on Columbia network build around guest stars. 
Two new entries to supplement the current Silver Theatre are Jesse 
Lasky’s Gateway to Hollywood for Wrigley, and Screen Actors Guild opus 
for Gulf, All three depend on film names for the pull. Likely that one 
or two will shop for another niche if and when time is available. Some 
are inclined to the opinion that such an overdosage of film guesters might 
impair the value of this form of entertainment unless spread more judi- 
ciously over the bands. 





Annenberg publishing group is rushing to beat the Listeners Digest to 
the stands. Former has ordered the staff of Radio Guide, which it owns, to 
put together a pocket-sized mag of the proposed Listeners Digest type in 
two weeks. Annenbergs expect to go to press with their publication, Radio 
Digest, this Saturday (10). 

Listeners Digest, with George Eggelston as editor, is scheduled to come 
out in January. Eggleston and his associates have been working on the 
digest idea for months. 





Arde Bulova was the second largest contributor to the New York State 
Democratic campaign fund, according to a report filed in Albany. Bulova’s 
hand-over was $2,000. Milton H. Biow gave $500, as did John C. Kelly. 
Kelly, head of Kelly, Nason & Winsten, was chairman of Governor Leh- 
man’s campaign committee. His agency handles the Bureau of State 
Publicity’s advertising. Herbert Bayard Swope contributed $200 to Gov- 
ernor Lerman’s campaign fund. Former N. Y. World executive editor 
is non-salaried chairman of the State Racing Commission. 





‘Crisis: A Report from the Columbia Broadcasting System’ is the title 
of a 175-page account of radio news coverage of the dismemberment of 
Czechoslovakia and the 20 tense days of that episode in European history. 
It is an expensive job with board covers and profusely illustrated with 
photographs, Like the ‘Vienna’ booklet of CBS last April, this one is 
certain to possess an authentic historic value as a factual document. Also 
a nice sales promotion piece for CBS. 





Only marked change in the new rate card which NBC issued to the 
trade last week is the breakup of the Northcentral group and the inclu- 
sion of WTMJ, Milwaukee, in the basic red network. WIBA, Madison, 
which was paired with WTMJ in that group, is now listed as basic setup 
outlet available to either basic blue or basic red clients, Card also shows 
the groups which will be specifically identified with either the red or the 
blue or be available to the clients of either basic setup. 





Radio research often rcaches peaks of sheer busy-ness but it’s probably 
near a record to have 49 projects of one kind or another in the works 
simultaneously. Such is the present work-chart of CBS research division. 
Statistical jobs include aspects of sales promotion, company matters, and 
in connection with preparation of the CBS case for Washington. 





NBC distributed about 1,400 tickets for Jack Benny’s first program in the 
east last Sunday (4) before apprised by comedian that he would not work 
in large studio. Benny insisted on 300-seater with result that net was busy 


trying to recall as many as possible (many were invites) but there were 
still a flock turned away at the gate. 





Minette Holzman, married daughter of Estelle Sternberger, peace advo- 
cate, has temporarily replaced her mother on twice weekly talk program 
on station WMCA, N. Y., while mater is attending Pan-American con- 
ference in Lima, Peru. Girl holds a masters degree in psychology. Mother 
will cable material which daughter prepares for airin E. 





NBC would have liked to do a broadcast on the obit of the Sixth avenue 
‘El’ in New York, which discontinued service Sunday (4) with some fan- 
fare. _Rockefeller-Radio City agitation for removal of the structure made 
situation a little too delicate for network, however. WOR handled. 





Guarantee of 26 weeks each have been given in the time and talent 
contracts revolving around the U. S. Tire show which starts on CBS Feb. 
22 (Wed., 10-10:30). Cast, set through Campbell-Ewald, consists of Hilde- 
garde, 88 musicians under Raymond Paige’s baton and 12 male voices. 





Review of Procter & Gamble’s dramatic serial, ‘Central City,’ in last 
week’s Variety listed Van Heflin and Everett Sloane in the cast. Eric 


Dressler and Robert Sloane actually play the parts. Show is produced by 
C. D. Morris & Associates. 





Fourth child, a son, was born last week to Mr. and Mrs. Mark Etheridge 


(WHAS, Louisville), Mrs. Willie Snow Etheridge is author of ‘As I Live 
and Breathe.’ 
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The list of advertisers below this box are some of the accounts 
placing radio time through agencies subscribing to Variety 








G. W. Ballard 

Star Outfitting Co. 
Lloyd K. Hillman 
Mountain Copper Co. 
Monarch Brewing 
Western Auto 
Lachman Bros. 
Federal Land Co. 
Nelson Wood Products Co. 
Griesedieck Brewing 
American Packing Co. 
Barton Mfg. Co. 
Campana Sales 

Milk Foundation 
International Harvester 
Marshall Field 
Aurora Laboratories 
Kester Solder 

Stein Hall Mig. Co. 
American Rolling Mill 
American Tel. & Tel. 


Philip Morris & Co. 
Bulova Watch Co. 
Columbia Pictures 
Humphrey's Homeopathic 
Medicine 
American Home Products for: 
Kolynos 
Bi-So-Dol 
Hill's Cold Tablets 
Old English Wax 
Edna Wallace Hopper 
Products 
Anacin 
B. T. Babbitt 
Bayer Aspirin 
General Mills for: 
Wheaties 
Bisquick 
Kitchen-Tested Flour 
Softasilk 


Chevrolet Motors 
American Cigarette & Cigar 
American Pop Corn Co. 
Chamberlain Laboratories 
Chase Investment Co. 
Yellow Cab Co. 

Western Grocery Co. 
National Ice Industries 

Dr. Scholl's 

Truly Warner 

Barbasol 

Musterole and Zemo 
Lydia Pinkham 

Carnation 

Gunther Brewing 
Liebmann Brewing 
Consolidated Cigars 
Olive Tablets 

Kremel 

R. J. Reynolds Co. 


American Oil 

Laco Products 

C. F. Mueller Co. 
Kellogg Co. 

Bosco Co. 

Chasers 

Knox Gelatine Co. 

Piel Brothers 

M. Buten & Son 

Foster, Miller & Bierly 
Granny's Cough Syrup 
American Writing Machine Co. 
Marget Chemical Co. 
OMelia, Inc. 

Maciadden Publications 
U. S. Tobacco Co. 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Buick Motors 

Phillips Petroleum 
Listerine Tooth Paste 





Standard Oil of Calif. 

Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. 

Borden Dairy 

Ford Motor 

Northwestern Electric 

Portland Gas & Coke 

Standard Oil of Ohio 

Calif. Walnut Growers’ Assn. 

Chesebrough Mig. Co. 

Newskin Co. 

Zonite Products 

Richman Brothers 

Fisher Mills 

Brading Brewing 

Kelvinator of Canada 

Jackson's Bread 

Libby, McNeill & Libby of 
Canada 

McCall Frontenac Oil Co. 

Dean Milk Co. 
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KIDNAP CAS 
HAD STATIONS 
QUI VIVE 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Rumpus over the ‘kidnaping’ of an 
18-year-old school girl from her 
father’s farm near Washington, 
Thursday (2) gave Columbia, Na- 
tional and Mutual a chance to in- 
dulge in 40 hours of intensive rivalry 
as to which chain could bring knob- 
twisters the latest and most unique 
reports. 

While WRC-WMAL. of NBC, 
scored a beat on the actual news that 
Mary Brown had been abducted by 
two men in a truck, who accosted the 
girl and her younger sister on the 
road near their father’s farm, WJSV, 





local outlet for CBS, and WOL, 
Mutual transmitter, produced the 
girl’s stricken stepmother on the 


night of the snatch, for interviews 
at both stations. NBC countered 
with an eye-witness account by the 
victim’s young sister and with a last 
scoop on return of the youngster, 


Both CBS and NBC claimed a large 
part of the credit for the safe return 
of Mary Brown. Intensive radio 
coverage possibly frightened the ab- 
ductors into returning the girl, un- 
harmed except for an alleged beat- 
ing. Portable equipment was sent to 
the Brown farm by both NBC and 
CBS, although officials at the latter’s 
studios decided not to use recordings 
made before the girl’s return, for 
fear of alarming her captors to a 
point where they might murder her. 
NBC equipment however, was set up 
at the Brown home and used through 
the remainder of the search. 


Possibility that all four Washington 
transmitters may have exerted them- 
selves over a phoney ‘kidnaping’ sug- 
gested in local news reports noting 
that many angles of the case remain 
to be explained. Frequent bulletins 
—with WRC staying on the air an 
hour overtime on the night of the 
kidnaping — gave listeners. their 
money’s worth and provided trans- 
mitters with an opportunity to do 
some back-patting as to the manner 
in which they lived up to the public 
service clause of their licenses. 


—~ -- 








Chaperau So Good A 
Mixer, He Mixes In 
Several Show Folk 


Inclusion by Federal agents of 
Jack Benny, Burns and Allen, Jack 
Pearl, Wallace Ford and Joe Maos- 
kowitz, 20th Century-Fox production 
exec, in the Mrs. Elena N. Lauer 
smuggling investigation is described 
by informed persons in the trade as 
merely deriving from a case of free 
and easy camaraderie aboard trans- 
Atlantic liners and in Europe. Albert 








MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec. 6. 
Georgia: Desire of a broadcaster to return to the practice 


of law granted by the FCC tast week when voluntary assign- 
ment of WAYX, Waycross, from E, F. Sapp and s. F. Sapp 
(Waycross Broadcasting Company) to Jack Williams was 
approved. Father and son partnership, begun two years ago, 
will be ended by the deal, since S. F. Sapp, the son, desires to 
reenter his former profession as an attorney at Albany. 
Commish again acted inconsistently in countenancing sale of 
the station for $20,500, although original cost of the plant 
was $9,944 and replacement cost was set at the same price. 

Transferee was found to be qualified in all respects to own 
and operate the transmitter. Is a prominent citizen of Way- 
cross, possesses a net worth of $89,200 and has promised to 
supply the proper type of local programs for the community. 
Also indicated that program service would be improved. — 

Individuals involved in transfer of the 1200 ke station, 
which operates with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, retained 
Brady as attorney. : 

Kansas: New daytime smaliie for Emporia received the gco- 
ahead signal when Commish decided that proposals of the 
Emporia Broadcasting Company, Inc., were in order. QOutiit 
will be headed by S. B. Warren, president; Ike Newton, vV.p.; 
Ww. A Larking, treasurer, and K. W Trimble, secretary. 
While none of the officers has had particular experience in the 
broadcast field, Trimble has dabbled in radio advertising and 
has some knowledge of program preparation, according to the 
report. 


Tathes T2 
20mm 2. 


Station. which will use the 1376 ke channel, will provide a 
needed daytime service in the area, Commish decided. No 
other transmitters exist within a radius of 50 miles and only 


service is available from WIBW, Topeka; KFRBI, Abilene, and 
WDAF, Kansas City, Mo. Proposed station, which would cost 
$8,800, would fill a need for local service and 23 out of 33 
business concerns interviewed by applicants tentatively com- 
mitted themselves to take $10,075 worth of time during the 
first 12 months of operation. Applicants are willing to operate 
th transmitter ‘even though the station is not a commer ially 
remunerative business venture,’ decision stated. 

Only stumbling block is the pending application of W. B. 
Greenwald, respondent, for a station on the same frequency 
to be located at Topeka. Granting of Greenwald's pending 
application would cause mutual interference. 


Applicants, Emporia Broadcasting Co., Inc., were repre- 
sented by Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. Johnston and F. W. 
Albertson. 


Kentucky: WCKY, L. B. Wilson, Inc., Covington, granted 
power boost from 106 to 50 kw, installation of all-time direc- 
tional antenna system and changes in equipment. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Califernia: Wé6XI. RCA Communications, Inc., Bolinas, 
granted special temporary authority for a period of three 
months to operate special experimental station on 31380 ke, 
for the purpose of determining effectiveness of the ultra high 
frequencies for leng distance communication. 

Colorado: KIDW, Lamar, granted extension of special 
temporary authority to remain silent from Dec. 1 to Dec. 390, 
pending action on application for voluntary assignment of 
license to the Lamar Broadcasting Co. 

Delaware: WILM, Wilmington, granted change in time of 
operation from sharing with WAZL, Hazleton, Pa., to 
simultaneous days with WAZL and continue sharing with 


WAZL at night, install vertical radiator and move trans- 
mitter locally. 
IWinots: WuJIIJID, Chicago, granted voluntary transfer of 


control of station to H. Leslie Atiass, Ralph L. Atlass, Pauline 
S. Atlass, Ralph Louis Atlass (a minor), H. P. Sharman and 
Philip K. Wrigley. 

Indiana: WIND, Gary, granted authority to transfer con- 
trol of corporation to same group mentioned in Illinois appli- 
cation above: WIRE, Indianapolis Broadcasting, Inc., India- 
napolis, granted increase of night auxiliary power from 500 to 
1 kw and move old main transmitter to new transmitter site 
of WIRE. 

Maryland: WJEJ, Hagerstown, present license extended on 
temporary basis only for a period of two months, subject to 
Commish action on pending renewal application. 

Minnesota: W9XUP, National Battery Broadcasting Co., St. 
Paul, granted modification of high frequency broadcast license 
authorizing use of 26150 ke in liew of 25956 ke. 

New York: WHN, Marcus Loew Booking Agency, New 
York, granted special temporary authority for a period of 30 
days to operate with 5 kw nights, in order to overcome inter- 
ference caused by Cuban station CMQ (Commish can change 
or cancel without advance notice). 

Oklahoma: KVSO, Inc., Ardmore, present license extended 
for a period of three months, subject to Commish action with 
respect to pending applications of station for renewal of 
license and transfer of control, 

Oregon: KOOS, Marshfield, present 
temporary basis only for twe menths, 
action on pending renewal plea. 

Pennsylvania: WKBO, Harrisburg, present license extended 
on temporary basis only for two months, perding Commish 
action on pending application for renewal; WAZL, Hazleton 
Broadcasting Service, Inc., Hazleton, granted change in time 
of operation from sharing with WILM, Wilmington, Del., to 
simultaneous days with WILM and continue sharing with 
WILM at night. 

Texas: KFDM, Beaumont, present license extended on 
temporary basis only for one month, subject to Commish 
action on pending requests for renewal of license and consent 
to voluntary assignment of license. 

Utah: KSUB, Johnson & Perry, a partnership composed of 
Harold Johnson and Leland M. Perry, Cedar City, granted 


license extended on 
subject to Commish 





N. Chaperau, who has been indicted 
with the wife of N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Edgard J. Lauer, is 
pictured by these informants as an 
affable mixer who particularly culti- 
vates people in show business. Cha- 
perau has been in the business him- 
self as a distributor of films in Latin 
America. 


Federal authorities admitted yes- 
terday (Tuesday) that they had ques- 
tioned these radio and film names 
but would not reveal to what extent 
they were involved. Jack Benny, 
who is in New York now, wouldn't 
talk. 


Indictments followed the seizure 
of some $1,800 worth of Parisian 
wearing apparel in the Lauer apart- 
ment. Chaperau is charged with 
having taken advantage of a con- 
nection with the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment, of which he says he’s a 
commercial rep in the United States, 
to obtain a waiver of customs. 


John Royal to Peru 


John Royal, NBC program chief, 
has left by plane for the Latin- 
American conference at Lima, Peru. 
With Edward Tomlinson, NBC com- 
mentator assisting, Royal will super- 
vise the schedule of programs that 
NBC will broadcast from the diplo- 
matic powwow. 

Royal will use the occasion to talk 
with reps of South American coun- 
tries about the future interchange of 
programs. 





special temporary authorization to Leland M. Perry, sur- 
viving partner, to operate KSUB for a period of six months 
from Dec. 1, on temporary basis and on express condition 
that it is subject to whatever action may be taken on any 
formal application for regular authorization that may be sub- 
mitted with respect to KSUB, subject further to condition 
that nothing contained in said temporary authorization shall 
be construed as a finding by the Commish that the operation 
of the station is or will be in the public interest beyond the 
express terms hereof. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Alabama: WHBB, Selma, voluntary transfer of control of 
Selma Broadcasting Co., licensee, from 8S. A. Cisler, Jr., H. A. 
Shuman, and G. W. Covington, Jr., to Bascom Hopson (Com- 
missioners Sykes and Brown voted to grant). 

Arizona: KCRJ, Charles C. Robinson, Jerome, voluntary 
assignment of license to Central Arizona Broadcasting Co., a 
newly organized corporation. 

Maryland: WFMD, Frederick, install directional antenna 
system and increase power and time of operation from 500 
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watts days only to 500 watts unlimited, using directional 
antenna nights. 

Michigan: Copper Country Broadcasting Co., Hancock, new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, specified hours (applicant requests part of hours 
now licensed to WHDF, Calumet). 

North Carolina: Aubrey G. McCabe and Trim W. Adylett, 
partners trading as Albermarle Broadcasting Co., Elizabeth 
City, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days. 

Texas: Ed Bishop and John L. McCarty, doing business as 
the Dathart Broadcasting Co., Dathart, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

West Virginia: Martinsville Broadcasting Co., Martinsville, 
new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watis days 


NEW APPLICATIONS 





District of Columbia: Lawrence J. Heller, Washington, 
apecial experimental authorization to operate a synchronous | 
station on 1310 ke, 16 to 100 watts, in addition to new station, | 
if and when granted. 

The Gazee Company, 


lowa: Cedar Rapids, new station to 
be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts; WOC, Tri-City Broad- 
casting Co., Davenport, change frequency from 1370 to 1390 | 
ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 | 
kw, install new transmitter and directional antenna and move 
transmitter to Bettendorf, | 

Oklahoma: KOMA, Hearst Radio, Inc., Oklahoma City, 
voluntary assignment of license to KOMA, Inc. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


New Yerk: Sad story of the depression unveiled in the 
application of Selma Seitz for transfer of control of the 
Westchester Broadcasting Co., White Plains, to Valentine E. | 
Macy, Jr., and J. Noel Macy. In contradiction to recent 
Commish decision in the WTIC (Hartford) case, Examiner 
Bramhall recommended that Mrs. Seitz and her son, Frank A. 





Seitz, should be allowed to cash in on past losses and pioneer- | 
ing costs to the tune of $49,756, boosting station's price tag to 
$72,532. FCC recently ruled that WTIC could. not be shifted 


from one subsidiary of the parent company to another, be- 
cause of a million-dollar note, representing past losses, which | 
the transferee was willing to assume. 

WFEFAS venture was started eight years ago when Mrs, Seitz 
purchased the station to encourage her son in the broadcast 
business. Although president of the corporation and actively 
employed in management of transmitter, Seitz received no 
compensation for his services during the first three years of 
his connection with the station; received a few weeks’ com- 
pensation just before the 1933 bank crash, and was paid at 
‘irregular intervals’ until 1935, Since then he has received $30 
per week. ‘ 

Ill-fated transmitter absorbed most of Mrs. Seitz’s funds. 
Replacement value was listed in Bramhall’s report at $22,599; 
depreciated value at $19,133, and cost of technical equipment 
as $22.9%4, Macy brothers, wealthy transferees, are willing to 
Pay $25,500 for the 1,000 shares of common stock and 716 
shares of preferred stock and assume and pay obligations of 
the corporation amounting to two demand notes due the 
Seitzes, in the sum of $35,212 and $6,625. A. note for $5,195, 
due a White Plains bank, also will be assumed by transferees, 
under the proposed agreement. 

Although commenting on the fact that an intangible asset 
‘represents 62% of the net assets of the corporation,’ Bram- 
hall found that the transfer would serve public interest, con- 
venience and necessity. J. Noel Macy is interested in several 
publishing companies and both brothers were identified with 
more than a score of business enterprises. 

Frank Stollenwerck appeared in behalf of transferor, with 
Ben 8S. Fisher, John W. Kendall and Charles V. Wayland rep- 
resenting transferees. 

Washington: (1) Power boost from 500 watts to 1 kw up- 
held by Examiner Robert L. Irwin for KELA, Chehalis, pro- 
viding transmitter increases its antenna height and meets 
engineering. standards recently recommended by Commish 
engineering department, As the only transmitter in the 
vicinity, KELA has been given a high rating by listeners, 
Irwin pointed out, and numerous individuals not now re- 
ceiving good service would be benefited by the change. 

Interference would occur to KDFN, Casper, Wyo., Irwin ad- 
mitted, but this transmitter already is limited to its approxi- 
mate 1.7 millivolt per meter contour at night by operation 
of WMBD, Peoria, Ill, Operation of KELA with the proposed 
power would not be expected to add to KDFN’s present 
troubles, Pending application for a new station to be located 
at San Jose, Calif., on the same 1440 ke channel used by 
KELA, would limit KELA to its 2.5 millivolt per meter con- 
tour, if both requests were granted, and KELA would retaliate 
with interference to the San Jose transmitter’s 3 miliivoit per 
meter contour. . 

KELA, Central Broadcasting Corp., was represented by Ben 
8. Fisher and John W. Kendall. 

(2) Third transmitter for Tacoma, to be operated on 1420 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, approved by 
Examiner P. W. Seward. In his recommendation that the 
application of Tacoma Broadcasters, Inc., be granted, Seward 
also suggested a turndown for Michael J. Mingo, former 
Tacoma newspaperman, because Mingo requested a regional 
frequency. 

Advertising rates proposed by Tacoma Broadcasters con- 
siderably undercut existing rates of two Tacoma transmitters, 
KMO and KVI, and showed a slight reduction from the pro- 
posed charges submitted in Mingo’s application. Group would 
ask $19 per half hour, day and night, as compared with 
KMO's price of $18 a half hour, days, and $30, nights, and 
KVI's charge of $30 days and $50 nights. Mingo would ask 
$10.80 for the same period days, and $14.04 nights. Lowest 
— ao day spot Sh eect of 100 words, would be $2, 
w ngo proposing the same rate, K\ 

EVI charetna ev te. & e rate, KMO asking $3 and 

Tacoma Broadcasters corporation has an authorized c 
of $20,000, subscribed and paid for, with C. c. Caxpaamnin: 

president, owning 52.5% of the stock. Estimated cost of the 
Proposed station estimated at $13,500. 

While granting of the application would not cause inter- 
ference to existing stations, three pending applications—in- 
cluding that of Mingo—would stand in the way of Tacoma 
Broadcasters, if granted. Change of frequency for KEEN 
Seattle, asking 1420 ke, and authority to construct a new 
station at Everett, to operate on the same channel, would pre- 
— ra pg Aye the applicant. 

enial of Mingo’s application predicated primarily 
that ‘uneconomic use’ would result from , remneim per . 
proposed station on 1400 kc, a regional frequency. Otherwise 
applicant was found qualified to construct and operate the 
pre transmitter and his application involved only one 
tana Sg interference, with the application of Tacoma 

James E. Waddell appeared for Mingo, 
Spearman, Alan B. David and John Cc 
Tacoma Broadcasters, 


with Paul D. P. 
Kendall on behalf of 








American Legion Discs 
For Gratis Radio Time 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. | 

National Headquarters of the! 
American Legion is planning a series | 
of 15-minute programs prepared by, 
the Legion of Safety to broadcast on) 
stations (free time) throughout the 





WAY OUT WEST 
IN BUFFALO 


! : : 
difficult to spot the honest mistakes. 





Phil Spitalny says girl musicians 
_ learn quicker and he never wants to 
conduct a male orchestra again. 
New adage: ‘Hell hath no fury like a 
woman’s corn.’ 











country next year. Discs are being 
tried on WFBM. 

Series will deal with lives and ac- 
complishments of famous American 
inventors and their contributions to 
safety. 





Dorothy Moeller Quits WOWO 
Fort Wayne, Dec. 6. 
Dorothy Moeller, who broadcast 





week to be married outside pro- 
fession. Miss Moeller was also pri- 








station’s manager. 








By ROD REED 
(Written in a traffic jam.) 


Note to Orson Welles: You can't go 
around scaring people without get- 
ting yourself in the soup. 





if swing is dead, its ghost cer- 
as June Bradley, left WOWO last tainly is making a lot of racket, 





With so much double-talk on the 
vate secretary to W. C. Swartley, | air, the Oh-Whatta-Boner-You-Pull- 
; ed-Last-Night society ig finding it 


All our better citizens regard edu- 
cational programs as fine things—ex- 
cept for listening. 


WKRC Rate Card Due 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 

Bill Schudt expects the new WKRC 
rate card, which goes into effect Jan. 
1, to be ready for the trade before 
Xmas. He is slated to put in next 
week at CBS headquarters and con- 
tact NYC accounts. 

Bill Williamson, the station's sales 
manager, spent five days in Chicago 





Buffalo, Dec. 6. 








- Wednesday, December 7, 1938 





CINEMA - LIKE 
PREVIEW OF 
WAXERS 


Cinemaesque ‘trade showing’ is 
being held this afternoon (Wednes- 
day) at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
by Radio Attractions, Inc. to preview 
its transcription series ‘The Shadow 
of Fu Manchu’, Series being made 
in Hollywood by Fields Bros. will 
be sold to individual radio stations. 








Chinese Barnum 


More than 100 New York ad 
agencies and radio editors were 
approached last week in their 
offices by a Chinese in satin 
Oriental garb. He delivered 
scroll-like invitation to Radio 
Attractions’ ‘Shadow of Fu 
Manchu,’ waxed show, to be 
previewed at the Waldorf-As- 


toria Hotel this afternvon 
(Wed.). 
Kid Manchu was accom- 


panied by a femme companion 
also in character and a third 
compatriot in orthodox attire 
whose function was to tote a 
satchel containing the mystic 
scrolls. Stunt was devised by 
Al Feinman of Radio Attrac- 
tions. 











Sales org seeks to stimulate adver- 
tising agency interest in buying lo- 
cal sponsorship. 

Following ‘Manchu’ the new .com- 
pany, which is promoted by Herbert 
Ebenstein, former theatrical insur- 
ance man and William Brandt, New 
York film exhibitor, will make wax 
series of Bill Conselman’'s ‘Ella 
Cinders’ and also ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ 
controlled by Doubleday-Doran. A 
nation-wide hunt for an Ella Cin- 
ders is part of the prospective bally- 
hoo of the former. 

Meanwhile John Shepard has the 
‘Manchu’ series for Boston, Provi- 
dence and Bridgeport. Phil Fuss is 
sales manager of the new firm. 





Scripps Sees Commersh 
Possibilities Looming 
On Uitra Shortwave 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

Ultra-high frequency constitutes 
radio’s next best bet, despite claims 
for television, Bill Scripps, general 
manager of WWJ here, believes. 
Furthermore, Scripps believes ultra- 
high frequency programs will go 
commercial within a few months 
after FCC grants commercial 
ticenses. Scripps’ WWJ, which 
coupla years ago installed the ultra- 
high frequency W8XWJ atop town’s 
tallest building, hopes to obtain the 
first commercial license in this field. 


Scripps applied for such a permit 
months ago, at which time he set up 
a separate staff and program sched- 
ule for ultra baby. Station’s been 
operating from 8 to 16 hours daily 
since its inception and experiments 
conducted to better control adver- 
tising, with ultimate idea of better 
cooperating with sponsors by cutting 
out excessive blah, etc. 

Scripps sees a big move on the 
part of manufacturers to provide 
suitable sets for listeners. ‘There's 
been a changing attitude cn the part 
of listeners since ultra-high fre- 
quency broadcasts started, according 
to Scripps, ‘with radio set buyers 
now inquiring if sets pick up ultra- 
high frequency programs, instead of 
asking if they'll pick up police 
broadcasts as they formerly asked.’ 


CKLW’s Artists Bureau 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

New artists’ bureau is being 
established at CKLW, with Chuck 
Smith, formerly of WLS, Chicago, 
in charge. Currently bureau has 
booked Joe Gentile and Toby David, 
comedy duo, for long time on 
CKLW’s morning frolic, for week’s 
engagement with Horace Heidt’s 
band at vaudfilmer Fox. Larry 
Gentile, Bill Lewis and Gretchen 
Schafer go into the new Wonder- 
boat nitery here this week for indef 
stay. 

Hal Halloran is being lined up 
for several tours of Michigan with 








last week. 


his hillbillies. 
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PHL WELL GALLS 
POMMMISH ERRATIC 


WTIC, Hartford, Appeal 
Cites Numerous Cases 
Where Different Attitude 
Was Taken on Price-Tag 
Issue 





—_——— 


TO COURTS 





Washington, Dec. 6. 


Bewilderment of broadcasters | 
about the policy of the vacillating | 
FCC toward station sales resulted in 
sharp criticism of inconsistent atti- 
tudes and failure to lay down stand- 
ards when Travelers Insurance Co. 
last week sought rehearing on ap- 
plications for permission to consoli- 
date control of WTIC, Hartford, and 
four short-wavers in a new operat- 
ing subsidiary. 

Brief which contained tart re- 
marks about the majority opinion 
denying the application was filed by 
Louis G. Caldwell and Percy H. 
Russell, Jr., in the first of a series 
of moves expected to wind up in 
court rulings which should elimi- 
nate much of the confusion, uncer- 
tainty, and suspense now bothering 
license-holders. Because the case 
has provoked hot debate and has 
been under consideration for a long 
period, denial of the request for an- 
other opportunity to offer evidence 
is generally expected. 


The decision which Caldwell and 
Russell attacked was one of the 
half-dozen most important prece- 
dents created since the FCC was set 
up. In spurning the Travelers’ pro- 
posals, the regulators in effect de- 
clared broadcasting stations should 
be judged much the same as other 
ultilities and laid down the principle 
that station owners are not entitled 
to recover losses involved in devel- 
opment of their transmitters and 
providing high-grade service. 

Outstanding clause of the petition 
for rehearing was the accusation 
that the WTIC decision is ‘highly 
inconsistent with a long line of de- 
cisions’ rendered by both the FCC 
and its progenitor, Federal Radio 
Commission. Legal duo declared 
‘elementary principles of fair play 
and due process of law require that 
administrative tribunals render de- 
cisions impartially and that rules 
and requirements and standards be 
applied uniformly and without dis- 
criminations to the persons subject 
to regulation. In applying one 
yardstick to WTIC and another to 
other applicants, the Commish ‘dis- 
regarded and violated’ this vital 
duty. 

Not Consistent 


This complaint was nailed down 
by reference to several recent in- 
stances in which the Commish 
winked at wide disparity between 
the physical value of the property 
and the sale price. Contending their 
clients were given harsh treatment, 
Caldwell and Russell focused atten- 
tion on such cases as the KNX, Los 
Angeles, sale, Elliott Roosevelt's 
purchases, and three other transac- 
tions where the bundle of cash far 
exceeded the demonstrated value. 
In a supplemental exhibit, the attor- 
neys listed more than 50 individual 
instances where the regulators were 
by no means as conscientious and 
where such a view was not taken. 


Debutantes on WNEW 


Guaranteed genuine registered 
debutantes will appear on Station 
WNEW, N. Y., Mondays, at 10 p.m., 
to give society news. It’s part of 
Larry Nixon’s filling of the 10 p.m. 
niche across the board. Regular 
newsmen fill the spot other nights. 

Eileen Herrick, Mimi Francis and 
Ann Francine are among the first of 
the newscasting debbies. Mrs. Sum- 
mer Taylor will introduce them. 

Publicity - conscious Debutante 
Luncheon club of Coque Rouge in 
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WOW Arranges Gala 
Show With Fibber McGee 


Omaha, Dec. 6. 

Fibber McGee and his company 
will headline Christmas Charity 
Show at Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum here 
Dec. 18, sponsored by Station WOW. 
All proceeds will go to charity with 
admish ranging from 55 cents to 
$1.65 top. 

Program also include WOW Fol- 
lies which has given six perform- 
ances in Nebraska and Iowa towns. 
Show includes station’s orchestra, 
a choir, instrumental units and in- | 
dividuals. Lyle DeMoss, station pro- | 
duction manager, will be emcee. 





SCHOLLE, McGEE RE-TITLED 
At WQXR, New York Robert M. 
Scholle has replaced Norman McGee 
as sales manager. McGee becomes 
director of agency relations. Scholle 
has been a station salesman for 
about a year. 

Station has also added to its air 
time taking an additional half hour 
daily. Now starts at 7:30 a. m. 





Boy Scouts Pose a Quandary 





down on the proposition. 





Whether desire to co-operate. in a highly-regarded public move- 
ment overshadows the importance of discouraging 
is one of the present headaches of the NAB. Frowning occasioned 
by request of the Boy Scouts of America that stations aid the youth 
program by carrying programs about Scout activities. 

Currently crusading against agencies and concerns begging gratis 
time, the trade association execs are in a quandary, especially as the 
industry always has co-operated in such movements when they are 
non-commercial. If the Scouts intend to advertise their official maga- 
zine, ‘Boys’ Life,’ NAB code of ethics requires stations to turn thumbs 


Washington, Dec. 6. 


time chiselers 








More Tea for ‘Family’ 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Standard Brands has renewed ‘One 
Man’s Family’ for the fourth suc- 
cessive year on the air for Tender- 
leaf Tea. 

Program written and produced by 
Carleton E. Morse goes into its ninth 
year on the NBC network. 





WKRC Theatre Tie-Ups 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
WKRC and 18 suburban cinemas 
are exchanging courtesy blurbs. 
Station supplies the theatres with 
weekly changes of sound trailers, 


ranging from 40 to 90 seconds and 
plugging different programs. 

In return it carries daily announce- 
ments of the theatres’ screen fare. 


+ 
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GE. DX PLANT 
IN FRISCO BAY 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 6. 

Harold Towlson, of WGY’s South 
Schenectady staff, has left to super- 
vise construction of a short wave 
station on Treasure Island, site of 
the San Francisco World’s Fair. 
First U. S. short-wave transmitter 
west of the Mississippi, its spot was 
fixed at Belmont, Cal., in GE’s orig- 
inal application to FCC. The latter 
has okayed the shift to the Frisco 
exposition. 








WQXR’s Dime-a-Month 

WQXR, N. Y., is the first station 
outside of the Yankee network to 
contract for the new Dime-a-Month 
club listener forum discussions. Pro- 
gram started last week. 

Programs debate prize winning 
subjects submitted by members of 
the club. Discussions are pro and 
conned by professional debatérs. 








It isn’t just the 


programming. 





on tie-up. 


a 


tioned first in listener popularity among all of 
the local network stations. And, since then, 


other surveys have confirmed the fact. 


5000 watts. It isn’t just the 550 


kilocycles. It isn’t just the complete Columbia 


It's all of those things... 


plus elbow grease! 


WKR 


550 Kilocycles. Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System + Represented by Radio 
Sales: New York - Chicago - Detroit + Milwaukee + Charlotte, N.C. + Los Angeles + San Francisco 


ed 
—and elbow grease! 
INCINNATI has a lot of radio stations— | WKRC produces shows that catch the flavor of 
C- some of them with lots of power. And Cincinnati. And the interest. And the enthu- 
all four of the bigger stations are network sta- siasm. WKRC “‘special events” is one of the livest 
tions. Which ought to make things complicated outfits in radio. And Cincinnati listeners make 
for a time buyer. But they're not. it a habit to tune WKRC when they want to know 
In April of 1938, Crossley, Inc. conducted the wing oe 3 acne 
largest coincidental study ever made in Cincin- We always reserve a couple of cans of elbow 
nati. It demonstrated that WKRC was an unques- grease for our dealers, too. Every important 
dealer in Cincinnati is contacted by wxrc all of . 


the time—on behalf of our sponsors. The result 


is that your customers are our friends. Day and 


night, WKRC advertising rings the bell all down 


the line... wholesaler, retailer, consumer. 


You ought to sample some of our very spécial 


brand of elbow grease. 


* COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR CINCINNATI 
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Bar Assn. Defers Condemnation 
Of Radio in the Court Room 





Washington, Dec. 6. 

Backbone-stiffening on the part of 
broadcasters slowed down the Amer- 
ican Bar Association committee 
planning to denounce court-bench 
programs and put a gag on com- 
mentators’ reports about trials. In- 
timate huddle about switching off 
the spotllight on judges, lawyers, 
defendants, and witnesses wound up 
in agreement Thursday (1) to allow 
the Nationa! Association of Broad- 
casters time to digest the argu- 
ments of barristers who fear radio 
will lower the dignity of judicial 
proceedings, cause bias and preju- 
dice, and lead all participants to 
grandstand in the hope of making a 
hit with the dial-twisters. Further 
discussion of the matter is scheduled 
tentatively for January. 

Weighing of the questions of pro- 
priety occurred at a closed-door 
conference between delegates. from 
the N.A.B., the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, and the American Newspa- 
per Publishers’ Association about a 
report, drafted chiefly by Newton D. 
Baker; deceased Cleveland lawyer, 
voicing the legal profession’s views 
about how court actions should be 
covered. Previously the press has 
been allowed to offer its arguments, 
but last week was the first time the 
broadcasters were given a say. As a 
result, formal adoption of the re- 
port has been held up, with prospect 
radio will insist upon attaching sev- 
eral amendments. 

While the Bar Association spokes- 
men seemed to prefer to operate in 
a vacuum, the press and radio dele- 
gates joined hands to insist that the 
public has a right to receive both 
written and oral eye-witness ac- 
counts of what takes place in court 
rooms. Both factions emphasized 
they have been called upon to per- 
form public services for the law-en- 
forcement agencies and defended 
their right to relate what happens 
before the bench. At the same time, 
each conceded there are limitations 
to their freedom to report and criti- 
cize. 

Impropriety of expressing opin- 
ions while trials are in progress, of 
trying cases in print or before the 
mike, and of repeating circus antics 
such as accompanied the Haupt- 
mann prosecution was agreed upon 
by all parties. United front of 
broadcasters and publishers, how- 
ever, insisted that turning the spot- 
light on court-room proceedings is 














more likely to elevate than lower 
the judicial standards. Publicity 
was declared a bulwark against mis- 
carriage of justice. 


Lawyers’ Dignity 

Neither the press nor radio could 
see lawyers’ objection that dignity 
surrounding legal proceedings may 
be injured by publicity. Proper 
handling will be 2 sufficient safe- 
gard. Self-restraint will be recom- 
mended to members of each indus- 
iry, but neither will surrender the 
right to exercise individua’ judg- 
ment about the amount or type of 
publicity. 

For the broadcasters, five-man 
contingent emphasized the industry's 
concept that summarization of im- 
portant court actions is part of the 
public service obligation on li- 
censees. Impossible to carry a word- 
by-word account, because testimony 
of witnesses under examination is 
not the right sort of raw material 
fc the airwaves. Interruptions, 
lawyer wrangles, dull character of 
many important proceedings all ne- 
cessitate boiling down accounts of 
what transpires, radio group empha- 
sized. 

Even radio’s attempts to help cut 
the automobile accident rate came 
in for criticism from the lawyers. 
Fear that microphones on the bench 
will cause elected judges to grand- 
stand, besides affecting the wit- 
nesses, was brought up as a possible 
danger. The industry group, sur- 
prised at this attitude, noted that 
police and other agencies have en- 
listed the cooperation of stations in 
safety drives and reminded the bar- 
risters that the efforts often have 
been credited with lowering fatality 
rates. 

While all participants described 
the conversations as amicable, the 
broadcast group won the right to 
make a survey and ponder the prop- 
Osition. Questionnaires will go to 
NAB members in search of data 
about the nature, frequency, and 
length of court broadcasts and the 
type of news reports or comment 
about trials. With this information, 
the committee—comprising Neville 
Miller, NAB president; Philip G. 
Loucks, Association counsel; Louis 
G. Caldwell, radio attorney; Harry 
W. Butcher, of CBS, and Frank M. 
Russell of NBC will debate the mat- 
ter of policy again and probably 
make suggestions for changes in the 
Bar Association report. 


In Oklahoma, WKY 
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Ed Gardner May Go CBS 


Ed Gardner, whose last connec- 
tion was that of co-producer on 
Maxwell House Coffee's ‘Good News’ 
show, may tie up with CBS in New 
York. Network figures on having 
him produce a variety stanza in the 
8 to 9 slot Sunday nights. 

Gardner came east to find a spon- 
sor for a program idea that he had 
transcribed on the Coast and it was 
while he was contacting the agen- 
cies with the show that CBS sent 
|for him. 


Re-Worded Copy 
- Gets Show Okay 
From Liquor Ba. 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 6. 

Radio commercial of Karl Krug, 
‘columnist and critic on Sun-Tele- 
'graph, for local brewing company 
finally cleared after a two-month 
squabble with state liquor board and 
hit WJAS last night (5) for the first 
time. Krug will air 15 minutes of 
nitery news and gossip three times 
a week. 

Originally slated to get under way 
lin October, show was held up be- 
cause Pennsylvania booze authori- 
ties refused to permit tying in plugs 
for cafes mentioned by Krug and 
which also carried sponsor’s product, 
That’s against the law in this state 
and brewery was unable to budge 
board on this score. 

Setup now will have Krug men- 
tioning spots, but as places where 
people of importance were seen or 
on entertainment recommendations, 
with eommercials being handled 
straight and no direct tieups. 


Cover Airplane Tragedy 


ce 


San Francisco, Dec. 6. 

When a United Airlines plane was 
wrecked after a forced landing in a 
turbulent sea off Point Reyes, north 
of here, last week, with a loss of 
five lives, station KFRC sent Bill 
Pabst, program manager, Darrell 
Donnell and Bill Davidson to the 
scene to wax interviews with Coast 
Guardsmen by means of portable 
apparatus. The platter was aired 
over a nationwide Mutual web. 

Meanwhile KSRO, Santa Rosa 
claims first eye-witness account. Al 
Laing and Bob Nichols rushed to 
scene. 
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It’s the ‘Radio Monotony’ Hearings 





Biggest Hall in Town for Handful of Bored Witnesses 
Causes Move to FCC’s Parlor 





Washington, Dee. 6. 

Slow-moving Federal Communica- 
tions Commission investigation into 
so-called radio monopolies trans- 
ferred this week from the palatial 
Government Auditorium to an ordi- 
nary FCC hearing room. 

Daily spectacle of half-a-dozen 
bored spectators (mostly witnesses 
waiting to be called), a small group 
of snoozing scribes and a table-full 
of radio attorneys playing tick-tack- 


toe apparently convinced investigat- 
ing committee that smaller quarters 
would be more appropriate. 

First impressions gained by out- 
of-town witnesses have caused mirth 
rather than respect for the proceed- 
ings. Biggest auditorium in town— 
in the new Labor Department build- 
ing—was chosen as a setting for the 
poorly-attended daily hearings. Mag- 
nificent marble pillars, blue velvet 
draperies, glittering chandeliers and 
a lofty gold-encrusted ceiling 
dwarfed even the top-shot industry 
officials and members of the Com- 
mish, while lawyers and scribblers 
were annoyed by the royal sur- 
roundings and the ‘no smoking’ ban 
which applies in the auditorium. 


While local wags have rechris- 
tened the probe the ‘radio monotony 
hearings,’ generally agreed that the 
change to smaller, less formal hear- 
ing room has at least made things 
more comfortable. 

Third Week 


Technical testimony about me- 
chanics of network operation occu- 
pied the Federal Communications 
Commission chain-monopoly probers 
during the third week of the indus- 
try talkathon. Hearing showed signs 
of bogging down despite attempts to 
speed proceedings by ruling out pre- 
pared statements. 

Nearly half of the sessions de- 
voted to wrangling and dreary de- 
scription of a mountain of exhibits. 
Fear the gabfest will drag along for 
many months was expressed by 
Chairman Frank R. McNinch as 
NBC counsel Philip J. Hennessey 
continued presenting loads of maps 
and tables for the purpose of fur- 
nishing the regulators with every 
iota of information possibly required 
in formulating new policies and de- 
ciding upon recommendations for 
Congress. 

Description of relations between 
NBC and other communications 
companies and opinions that pro- 
gram duplication is not serious, con- 
stituted the only significant oral 
testimony gleaned from four days of 
interrogation of web technicians, 
when they were not telling what the 
exhibits represented and how they 
were prepared. 


Admission that NBC generally 
plays favorites in making arrange- 
ments for transatlantic transmission 
was drawn from B. F. McClancy, 
network traffic manager, who gave a 
lengthy description of physical op- 


erations in servicing the web outlets. 
As a 


general matter, whenever 
equally satisfactory service can be 
obtained from either RCA or 


A.T.&T. network NBC prefers to do 
business with RCA (surprise!). 
Opinions that program duplication 


—— 


fears are only a bogey were given 
by W. C. Lent, allocation engineer, 
who was on the stand when the 
week's hearings folded Friday (2) 
and whose chief contribution during 
several hours as witness was to 
identify and explain contents of a 
317-page volume of charts, maps and 
tables. 


MILDRED STANTON 
ACTING MGR. OF WORC 


Worcester, Dec. 6. 

Miss Mildred P. Stanton becomes 
one of the few women in the nation 
managing a radio station when she 
was named last week as acting direc- 
tor of WORC, succeeding Edward E. 
Hill, who assumed his post as man- 
ager of WTAG on the same date. 
Hill was appointed head of: WTAG 
last month following the death of 
John J. Storey. 


For nine years Miss Stanton has 
been secretary to Alfred L. Klein- 
dienst, owner and operator of 
WORC, and was assistant to Hill. 


Kleindienst last week also set Wil- 
bur P. Davis as commercial manager 
of WORC, succeeding late Walter R. 
Moran. 


40,000 Kids Get WSAI 
Reminder With Cards 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 


With their report cards, 40,000 pu- 
pils of Cincy’s public schools receive 
mimeographed notes calling attention 
to the Our Cincinnati Schools series 
of evening programs carried by 
WSAI, presented in eooperation with 
the Board of Education and the Cin- 
einnati Council of Parent-Teacher 
associations. 


Dewey Long, station manager, also 
effected an exchange of time plugs 
with the local Western Union office. 
In its quarter-hour time announce- 
ments, WSAI mentions Western 
Union. Persons calling Western 
Union for the correct time between 
7 and 9 a. m. hear: “The correct time 
is such and such. Listen to WSAI, 
1330 on your dial, and receive the 
exact time every quarter hour.’ 


Add: War History 


Stanford University’s request of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
that the Czech crisis newscasts be 
written up in permanent form has 
resulted in a 10-volume verbatim 
stenciled transcript of every word 
broadcast during the 20-odd days of 
the affair. These documents will be- 
come part of the Hoover War His- 
tory library at the university. 

In all, CBS had 100 duplicates 
made up for its own or others use. 




















Duane Peterson new assistant 
treasurer of KRNT-KSO, Des Moines. 
Replaces Robert Tincher, now man- 





ager of WNAX, Yankton, S. Dak. 
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When Polly Shedlove says “Good Morning” her large audience 
eagerly welcomes her sprightly, human, friendly-neighbor visit. 
She and her guests bring helpful, entertaining minutes, so crowded 
with animated conversation that they stay until her final “I'll be 
dashing along now.” Here's the New York participating show 
for results...on the air every morning from 9:00 to 9:30 a. m. 
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~ Coughlinites Picket WDAS, Philly 





‘Laborite Says Priest Should Be Allowed to Attack 


Anybody—And Be 


Answered in Kind 





Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

More than 500 men, women and 
kids, carrying signs and flags, and 
passing out leaflets, picketed WDAS 
on Sunday afternoon, following the 
station’s refusal to carry the Cough- 
lin broadcast. 

First intimation of WDAS'’s can- 
cellation of the Coughlin show came 
on Friday, when radio editors of the 
dailies were quietly called to change 
Sunday’s log. City desks were im- 
mediately on the outiet’s ear, but no 
statement was given other than: 
‘*wDAS will not broadcast the ad- 
dress of Father Coughlin because of 
his refusal to submit the address to 
the station before broadcasting.’ 

At 3 p.m. Sunday, an hour before 
Father Coughlin goes on the air, the 
street in front of the station was 
jammed, At 4 it was even more 
packed, and at 5, the peak, police 
estimated there were anywhere from 
500 to 1,000 pickets on the scene. 
They left shortly after that, promis- 
ing to return next Sunday. 


‘Social Justice’ Clubs 


Pickets were all orderly, chief dif- 
ficulty they caused police being a 
traffic tie-up as motorists stopped to 
watch. They said they were mem- 
bers of various Coughlin-organized 


Philly ‘Social Justice Clubs.’ Leaf- 
lets stated: ‘Americans awake. 
WDAS refuses to carry Father 
Coughlin’s broadcast today. Broad- 


casts of lesser importance are carried 
over the air waves without restric- 
tion, but this freedom of speech de- 
nied a Christian leader. WDAS ad- 
vertisers depend upon your support, 
What are you going to do? Those 
interested further were invited to get 
in touch with the Loyal Score Club 
of East Germantown, of which James 
F. X. Coyle was listed as president. 

John Edelman of local CIO de- 
clared: ‘The policy of some indi- 
vidual organizations passing resolu- 
tions demanding Father Coughlin 
be removed from the air is a danger- 
ous precedent. This type of emo- 
tional action on the part of labor 
organizations is in reality the first 
step toward Fascism. We are bit- 
terly opposed to the type of propa- 
ganda spread by Father Coughlin 
and for years now have registered 
our protest in many ways. How- 
ever, we are unalterably opposed to 
the tactic of keeping anyone from 


| situation, Donald Flamm states. 


ace to labor when we attempt to de- 
prive him of his Constitutional 
rights.’ 





Flamm Reticent 
WMCA, N Y. is saying and doing | 
nothing about the Father Coughlin | 
If | 
Coughlin will submit scripts in ad-| 
vance WMCA will welcome him | 
back, he states. 

Meanwhile Flamm has adopted | 
policy of not discussing the matter 
with any fellow-broadcasters as he | 
avoid any 
suggestion of trying to advocate his 
line of action. 

Aircasters, Inc. of Detroit, which 
handles the Coughlin series, is call- 
ed to attention of anybody seeking 
information on subject. 


NBC Taboos Voices | 
With F.D.R. Timbre 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Microphone style similar to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s method of delivery | 
has been added to the list of NBC | 
don’ts with Peter Grant, staff an-| 
nouncer at WLW, Cincinnati, di- | 
rected to alter his speaking manner | 
because he sounds too much like the | 
nation’s No. 1 radio spieler: 

Denying any official pressure was | 
responsible, network execs here re- 
vealed last week that Grant has 
changed his technique in response to 
suggestion from John F. Royal, v.p. 
in charge of programs. Initial atten- 
tion-caller was Kenneth H. Berkeley, 
manager of WRC-WMAL, local web 
outlets. Incident regarded in some 
quarters as indicative of broadcast- 
ers’ jittery condition and fear of 
offending. 

Tut-tut was prompted by recollec- 
tion the White House a few years 
ago made representations against 
mimicry of F. D. R. on the March of 
Time program. Berkeley felt Grant, 
whose patter accompanies program 
sponsored by Avalon cigarets carried 
on the red network, might be mis- 
taken by an inattentive listener. 

Principal complaint was about 
timing of words and tone of voice, 
rather than any deliberate imitating. 
Change has been noticeable to regu- 
lar listeners the last few times the 




















expressing himself... Father Cough- 


lin will only become a serious men- 
marmot snants 








cig program has been on the web. 














full measure of success. 


both listeners and advertisers in 


FIRS 


New England. 


50,000 
WATTS 





Line Up Your Product 
in this 


Billion Dollar Market 


* @ 


No matter what he sells, every advertiser is hoping to sell more of 
it—and more profitably in 1939. To each and every one we wish « 


When it comes to products on sale in the stores and showrooms of 
Southern New England, we have a more concrete suggestion to make, 


We believe your plans for 1939 will prove more fruitful—and im- 
Pressively se—if they include WTIC. 
for our confidence is WTIC’s consistent rating as first choice with 


In Listener Popularity by 2 to 1 
In Number of Network Advertisers 
In Number of National Spot Advertisers 


Far better than any other statistics, this record shows that WTIC can 
be a real help-in lining up your product for better sales in Southern 


WII 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corporation 


Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 
Representatives: Weed & Company, New York, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco 


The most impressive reason 


Southern New England. 


HARTFORD 
CONN. 








REFUGEES BOOKED 


Seme Coin Possibilities Follow 
WHN Showcasing Last Week 








Stefan Bardos, pianist and Mme. 
Toni Newhaus, singer, both of whom 
appeared on WHN’s, N. Y., premiere 
of ‘Refugee Theatre of the Air’ last 
Friday (2) have already secured 
some employment through broad- 
cast. Ernst Lenart may get a Metro 
screen test. 

Irving Stellof, police commissioner 
of Newark, hired Bardos and Neu- 
haus for police benefit next week. 
WHN is not doing any of booking, 
but is turning bookings over to joint 
committee of refugee organizations. 





Rapped Germany, Talk 
On Religious Liberty 
Banned at Controversy 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 
Scheduled talk on religious liberty 
by Judge Sara M. Soffel, of Alle- 
gheny County Court, over KDKA 
Saturday morning (3) was banned 
by station because management con- 





sidered it ‘too controversial.’ Ad- 
dress was to have been delivered 
under auspices of Daughters of 


American Revolution. 


DAR asked Judge Soffel to speak 
on subject and latter wasn’t willing 
to change her topic when KDKA, 
after looking over advance script, 
stated it was unwilling to broadcast 
speech, ‘I thought I had a very 
broad point of view in my talk,’ 
Judge Soffel said. ‘I simply traced 
the progress of religious freedom 
from Colonial times and earlier and 
tried to show the difference between 
that kind of freedom and what they 
have in Europe now.’ 


KDKA Manager Sherman D. Greg- 
ory explained that ‘so much is being 
said, so much written and so much 
broadcast about the subject we 
thought it was not good policy to 
carry it. The script was one-sided, 
against the present government in 
Germany, and it is our policy not to 
let one side of a controversy talk 
without giving the other side an op- 
portunity, and that in this case 
seemed to be impossible.’ 


DAR and KDKA substituted speech 
by R. O. Hughes, of Pittsburgh Board 
of Education, on “Training the Young 
Citizen.’ 


Coughlin Buys Space 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

For the first time since he hit 
ozone several years ago, Father 
Charles E. Coughlin last week used 
paid advertising in Detroit dailies 
and elsewhere to bally his Sunday 
(4) radio address. Prompted by de- 
sire to inform listeners on what sta- 
tions his talk would be heard, since 
several stations cut off his previous 
week’s address in which he rebroad- 
cast his controversial anti-Jewish 
blast, 

Three column by six inch ads, 
while showing priest in a fighting 
mood and ballying time and station 
in bold type, were designed to give 
impresh that priest's Social Justice 
mag was footing bill. Latter portion 
of ads pointed out values of mag, 
subscription prices and fact ‘Social 
Justice Tells You the Hidden Truth.’ 


Do Something on Air 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Let’s Do Something About It, Inc., 
which is becoming something of a 
national movement headed by Merle 
Potter of Oak Park, IIL, goes on the 
air for a weekly chin-fest. Time 
being set through Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency here. - 

Starting with a weekly period on 
WJJD for midwest airing. 











WHB Ups Dick Smith 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 





John Schilling, manager of WHB, 
|last week put Dick Smith in pro- 
| gram director’s chair. A member of 
| WHB announcing staff past five 
|years. Continues mike work only on 
' programs to which he is committed. 
| Nelson Rupard of the commercial 
_and publicity staff, gets newly cre- 
ated position as program coordina- 
itor. Post of program director was 
recently vacated by Richard Clark, 
| who left for KVOO. 


Darrell Donnell, former Frisco 
radio ed, beating the drums for 
| Jesse Lasky’s new Wrigley show. 





Whiteman Disinclined But WNEW 
Action Forced to Trial by RCA Victor 





Test case which the National Asso- 
ciation of Performing Artists brought 
against WNEW, N. Y., in behalf of 
Paul Whiteman was on the verge of 


blowing up last week when the band 
leader advised Maurice  Speiser, 
NAPA general counsel, that he want- 
ed nothing further to do with the 
litigation. The situation took a re- 
verse course after RCA Victor re- 
fused to agree to withdraw its own 
ancillary action against Whiteman. 
Suit is slated to come to trial before 
Judge Vincent L. Leibell in the N. Y. 
federal court Thursday (tomorrow). 
Whiteman apprised Speiser of his 
decision after a conference with his 
(Whiteman’s) counsel. Whiteman 
became convinced that even if he got 
a verdict in his favor restraining 
WNEW from broadcasting his rec- 
ords the order would only apply to 
the discs cited in the complaint. 
There was also the possibility that 
he would lose much if the award 


| went against him. 


Whiteman’s Angle 
Speiser advised RCA Victor’s coun- 
sel in the suit, David Mackay, of the 
likely withdrawal of the action and 
inquired whether Victor would be 
willing to drop the action it filed 
subsequently against both Whiteman 
and the station: Mackay replied that 
his client had no intention of even 
consenting to a postponement; that 
all his witnesses were available in 
the city; that a great deal of money 


| arate action. 





had been spent on preparation of the 
case and that Victor would proceed 
to ask for an adjudication of its 
claim to the exclusive right to license 
the commercial use of its own rec- 
ords. 

Victor intervened in the case after 
the issues had been joined between 
Whiteman and WNEW. Judge John 
Knox, ruling on the Victor motion, 
held that even though the records 


| cited were made for Victor the lat- 


ter could not be made a party to the 
Whiteman-WNEW suit, but the court 
would permit Victor to file a sep- 
Victor now takes the 
position that if Whiteman withdraws 
his suit it will ask the court to de- 
clare this withdrawal a default and 
accord Victor the requested injunc- 
tion against Whiteman and WNEW 
without a trial. . 


WKRC Expands Lyons 
Program to Full Hour 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 


WKRC Woman’s Hour program 
switched last week from a 30-minute 
forenoon period to 4 to 5 p.m. stretch, 
Monday through Friday, 

Directed by Ruth Lyons, the pro- 
gram minces news, fashions, inter- 





views of visiting stage celebs, cook- 
ery tips, music and a dramatic serial, 
the latter by a Federal Radio Work- 
shop unit. 

Participation basis. 











addresses were not known, 


what he wants. 





_ Netone! Representative Edwerd Pewy & Co 


UeFnith f Cun Jhudignee Comes Fit 





Only 2 people could save his life! 


WSM FOUND ONE IN 
FIFTEEN MINUTES! 


@ On Monday night, November 7th, at 10:15 P.M. Jack Harris 
stepped to the WSM microphone for his regular broadcast of 
“The World In Review.” * One of his I.N.S. items had to do 
with a little boy who had contracted tuleremia, the dreaded 
“rabbit fever” that is often fatal. It explained the treatment of 
the disease required the blood of a previous victim who had re- 
covered, and there were only two such cases known to health 
officers in the United States, and that while it was known one 
person lived in Pittsburgh and one in Cincinnati their names or 


As quickly as a long distance call could be completed a man’s 
voice told the WSM operator that he had been listening to WSM 
in Pittsburgh .. . and that he was the man referred to! He then 
asked how to proceed to get in touch with the victim’s doctor. 


This incident shows, in a dramatic way, what we at WSM have 
known for years .. . that the regular listening audience of WSM, 
extends far beyond the usual primary area which serves as a 
basis for our rates. The more than 800,000 letters we receive each 
year, from residents in all 48 states, show that today’s radio 
listener will tune in a distant, superpower station, that gives him 


* A unique fifteen minute News feature, Monday thru Fridays, 
which evaluates and presents, from out of the mass of the World's 
News, those events and incidents which are of lasting significance 
or unusual interest to all of America. This WSM feature, with 
sts large and far-flung audience, is now open for sponsorship. 





wi NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 




































































































eS an ee 


sence) ancl 

















ss 
aa. 


RS 


nae 


es 


a 
ETL 


=" 








‘and CBS contracts covering sustain- 
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AFRA Piqued at Admen 


Radio Writers Guild and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists, in- 
AGMA, which is currently tied up| volving script writers in the Los 
in crucial struggles with the two} Angeles area, may be settled without 
major concert bureaus and _ the/ an open break. Each group has nam- 
Metropolitan Opera, is less likely to|}ed a committee to huddle on the 
come through, 
Unpaid Dues 

AFRA’s action in going to its af- 
filiates for additional coin raises the 
question of the union's financial 
status. Although the treasury is 
know to have been in a weakened | 
condition last spring and summer be- | hostilities. 
cause of the large number ‘ — Although its stand constitutes a 
bers whose dues bog ie unpaid, mat- | policy similar to the CIO’s ‘vertical 
i ae ra SS eee way ee age en |union’ idea, AFRA claims most of 
ly since the union obtained its NBC | the writers in question are also per- | 
| formers. Adds that the men involved 
|have expressed a preference for 
|AFRA rather than RWG represen- | 
= tation. Whole situation is regarded 
las highly combustible, since it might 
spread into a general scrap between | 
the parent bodies of AFRA and / 
| RWG (the Four A’s and the Authors | 
|League of America, respectively). | 
| Such a development would be disas- | 
ltrous to both -groups, as AFRA is| 











(Continued from page 23) 





uled within the next few days. 
Doubted that a final solution of the 
question will be worked out right} 
away, but it is hoped the two groups | 
will at least assure each other of| 
their peaceful intentions, thus pre-| 
venting an immediate outbreak of 





ing programs. 


Jurisdictional issue between the 
















a currently in a critical stage. 
¢ 2ZF presents Just how the AFRA and RWG| 
BEE committee will proceed toward set- 
— A U L | tlement of the problem is completely | 
“4 in the air. Not even the date of the 





* WHITEMAN | first meeting has been set. But it 


is hoped that after mutual expres- | 
sions of good intention and confi-| 
dence, the two bodies can take their | 
in a time about working out a solution. | 

H | Hitch to that rosy picture, however, 

Xmas Night Concert | is that all the time the AFRA execs 
on Sunday, Dec. 25 § | are talking about their pacific inten- 

An Experiment in 


|tions, their Coast representatives 
Modern American Music 


may still be negotiating to repre- 
CARNEGIE HALL| 


and his orchestra 


|sent the writers. It may be some- 
| what difficult for the AFRA officials 
to convince the RWG heads of their 
good faith while their fellow-mem- 


PRICES bers are engaged in what the au- | 
50c-$3 00 BOX SEATS thors feel is deliberate jurisdictional 
mer ") ggeaiheerea invasion, 





MAIL ORDERS NOW 


I7E.45°ST. NYC 
MU.2-1888 





Pay Tilts on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 86. 

Pay raises ranging from 15% to 
50% for directors, writers, an- 
nouncers and sound effects men has 
been approved by CBS following 
parley with AFRA on new scale. 
Becomes effective in L.A. and Fris- 
co when approved in N. Y. by 
AFRA’s Emily Holt. . Agreement 
gives directors 15% raise, Writers 
25%, announcers 33%, soundmen, 
50%. 














AFRA Christmas Party 
San Francisco, Dec. 6. 

Local members of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists will 
stage their third party, a ‘Christmas 
Mix’, at the Dawn Club next Sunday 
night (11). Burlesques of radio pro- 
grams and personalities, as usual, 
will be highlights of the entertain- 
ment, 





WTAG LAUNCHES QUIZ 


Worcester, Dec. 6. 

Quiz rage has arrived here. WTAG 
inaugurating a half-hour program 
Sunday called ‘Knowledge College.’ 
Local students answering questions 
fired at them by Miss Hope Norman. 
Eligible for competition are em- 
ployes of Worcester industrial con- 
cerns. Top prize is $10, second $5— 
all others receiving merchandise 
awards, 

Lew Rogers, regular station an- 
nouncer, is handling the mythical 
college president’s role—Fuller-Lore. 





Gordon Jenkins may be music di- 
rector for NBC, succeeding Mere- 
dith Willson, resigned. 
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| 
matter and a meeting will be sched- pleted a reorganization with the ob- 


| department. 
| zation’, said an official of IBC, ‘lies 
la change of policy whereby we shall 


(to advertising 


London Calling 


London, Nov. 27. 








| for announcements from Radio Nor- 


| mandy. 


ee 


IBC (Normandy) has recently com- 


ject of providing additional and more 
personal service to clients. Twu 
outstanding features are the appoint- 
ment of Account Executives and the 
institution of a special production 
‘Behind this reorgani- 


operate in future on a similar basis 
agents with every 
client serviced by an account execu- 
tive. This is the system in force at 


ithe National Broadcasting Co, of 
| America, where it has proved to be 


very successful.’ 





Edna Best debuting in visio in 
late Frank Vosper’s play, ‘Love From 
a Stranger’. 





John Watt to revive radio version 
of Disney’s. ‘Snow White’ on Christ- 
mas Day, himself playing Bashful. 

Sandy Macpherson won BBC per- 
mission to announce his Own organ 
programs, as did Reggie Foort, his 
predecessor. 


BBC picking up a special ‘Sunrise 


in Hawaii’ program from Waikiki | 


beach, through station KGMB, Hono- 
lulu. 





Palace Theatre, Plymouth, will be 


| fifth of BBC ‘Famous Music Halls’ 
|series, with John Watt emceeing, 


Dec. 5. 

Baird Television cockahoop because 
when BBC went shopping for visio 
receivers it selected 15. of their con- 
sole models. 





Cary Grant did a sneak broadcast 
in ‘Band Wagon’ series, cutting it so 
fine he had to dash from Broadcast- 
ing House to make the boat train. 








Ciro Pearls is using Wednesday 
|matinees on Radio Normandy for a 
| 15-minute version of ‘Listener’s Di- 
| gest.’ 





Radio for the first time provided 
an important clue in a murder trial 
here. Case at the Old Bailey turned 
|on a doped drink taken hy the dead 
|man, and it was important to de- 





termine exact time at which he | 


drank it, and prosecution stated it 
would be shown this occurred im- 
mediately after Jack Payne’s band 
had played its theme song, ‘Say It 
With Music,’ in a broadcast. B.B.C. 
evidence, it was added, would show 
the time to be 3:40 p. m. 





Pantomime being the traditional 
English dish for the Christmas sea- 
son, B.B.C. aside from any theatre 
broadcasts or visio excerpts, is put- 
ting over series of three programs 
devoted wholly to the subject Dec. 
14, 21 and 30. Scripts have been 
written by Gale Pedrick, and plan 
is to give mike previews of leading 
names in this year’s shows. First 
program will introduce ‘Dames,’ sec- 
ond principal boys and girls, and 
third the comedy oddments from 
every such show. 

‘Dames’ in first broadcast will in- 
clude Dan Leno, Jr., Shaun Glen- 
ville, George Lacey, G. S. Melvin, 
Clarkson Rose, Nelson Keys and 
Fred Miller. ‘Bunch’ Keys, playing 
in the Covent Garden panto, is join- 
ing the company of ‘Dames’ for the 
first time, 





Harry Tate debuting in visio, with 
new act, ‘Going ’Round the World.’ 





Paul Rubens is subject of fourth 
BBC broadcast in ‘Theatre Com- 
| posers’ series. 








Sax (‘Fu Manchu’) Rohmer has 
written plot, music and lyrics for one 
of BBC's ‘What Happened at 8:20?’ 
| Series, 





BBC to give the customers two 
news bulletins Sundays, beginning in 
| the New Year; policy always has 
been only one, at 8:50, but shorter 
| bulletin is now to be put in at 6 p.m. 





Connie Russell to broadcast with 
Louis Levy’s band, for the BBC Dec. 
9, as guest star, 





Following successful 
presentation of ‘When We Are Mar- 
ried’ from St. Martin’s last week, 
BBC is tackling first act at the open- 
ing of the Jack Hulbert-Cicely Court- 
neidge show, ‘Under Your Hat,’ from 
the Palace, 





full-length | 


~~ STATION SHOWMANSHIP 
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(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 





British Sports Arenas Ltd. renewed | 


Radio Forfeits 
Houston. 
A new idea in Vox Pop programs, 
tried out by Dr. I. Q. last week, 
proved popular. Sponsored by Lee 
| Segal’s Metzger Dairies, sponsors of 
|the original Vox Pop and Dr. IL. Q. 
programs. Called the Telephone 
| Treasure Trail, it gives all listeners 
|an opportunity to participate in the 
program, and it provides the spon- 
sor with a clue to the number of 
listeners. 
Dr. I. Q., asking his question in 
front of the Rice Hotel, gives each 
volunteer broadcaster a silver dollar 
las he steps to the microphone. If 
ithe volunteer answers the question 
correc:ly he is permitted to keep the 
dollar. If he fails he is asked to 
drop the dollar into a milk bottle by | 
the side of the microphone. 
All listeners are invited by Dr. 
I. Q. to send in their telephone 
numbers written on a Metzger milk 
bottle cap. During the program one 
of these caps will be drawn from the 
box in which they are held. Dr. I. Q. 
will call the number, and if the per- 
son on the telephone can answer the 
next question correctly he will be 


ship in public safety among Ameri- 
can cities and emphasized the need 
for education among children to sus- 
tain and enhance the city’s progress 
in this important field. 

To become a member of the ‘Lone 
Ranger’ Safety Club, a child needs 
only to send a box top from a pack- 
age of Princess crackers, new prod- 
uct made by Quality Bisquit Co., 
who sponsor the exploits of the 
masked hero three times weekly on 
WTMJ. 


GOURAUD AT 6:50 
Philadelphia, Dec. 86. 
Gouraud had his broad- 
cast time moved up this week to 
6:50 p. m. after years on the air at 

11:10 p. m. 
Move is an experiment by Dr. 
Leon Levy, prez of WCAU. 
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;sent the money that has been col- | 


lected in the milk bottle. 


On the first broadcast 17 silver | 


dollars fell into the milk bottle, for- 
feits of those who failed to answer 
questions. 





Needy Family Program 
St. Louis. 


program originated 10 years ago by 
the late Thomas Patrick Convey, 


{aid indigent families during Yule- 
| tide through the generosity of dial- 
|ers has been resumed and approxi- 
mately 3,500 families will be assist- 
ed this year. The program is ar- 
|ranged whereby impoverished fam- 
ilies are invited to write to KWK 
and tell of their needs. As each 
letter is received it is given a num- 
ber. Excerpts from these letters are 
| read over the air, the number given 
| but names and addresses withheld. 
Those charitably inclined are asked 
| to write or call at the station where 
| they are given the identity of the 
| family in order they may make an 
| independent investigation. The sta- 
| tion does not accept contributions in 


|any form, serving as a clearing | 


| house between those who need help 
and those willing to give it. Since 


| the program was conceived 10 other | 


| stations in the country have ob- 
| tained permission from KWK to use 
| the same plan, the last being WSAI, 
Cincinnati. 





Lone Ranger Safety Angle 

Milwaukee. 
As a special promotion for the 
|‘Lone Ranger’ Safety Club among 
| Milwaukee children, WTMJ brought 
| Dr. B. L. Corbett of the Milwau- 
| kee Safety Commish onto the show 
'for a talk to encourage club mem- 
| bership. 

Interviewed by Bill Evans, WTMJ 
announcer who handles the ‘Lone 
Ranger’ series, Dr. Corbett, who 
has made —. safety talks on 
WTMJ, stressed Milwaukee’s leader- 


CAIRNS, AUSTRALIAN, 
SWAPPED FOR WILLIS 


Montreal, Dec. 6. 

John Cairns, production centroller 
|for the Australian Broadcasting 
| Corp., arrives in Vancouver, B. C., 
| Dec. 17 to change spots with J. 
|Frank Willis, of the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp. Maritime Region. 
Willis left for Aussie Nov. 23. 


Waxworks in Canada 


Montreal, Dec. 6. 
Radio Program Producers and 
, World High Fidelity have organized 
new transcription setup for produc- 
tion of platters from Canadian 
scripts and local talent. Five 
French-language and five English 
| programs have been selected for 
| production beginning next week. 

Intended to service Canadian sta- 
tions unable to meet new high tariff 
on American discs. 
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‘Just Around the Corner Club,’ a | 


|founder of KWK, and desgined ; 
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ALL YANKS 
EXPERTS, SEZ 
MURROW 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 


Edward R. Murrow, CBS European 
director, made two speeches at once 
here last week. While he was ad- 
dressing the Men’s Club of Temple 
Beth Zion in a non-broadcast talk, a 
transcription of an interview with 
him was being run on WKBW. 


When lack of time made it im- 
possible for the station to get a live 
interview with the CBS official, 
Special Events Chief Addison Busch 
arranged to have the mobile tran- 
scription unit meet Murrow at New 
York Central terminal on arrival. | 
Cliff Jones did the Q. part of the Q. 
and A. 

A set of questions was shown to 
Murrow in advance and he vetoed 
three or four of the more contro- 
versial ones. ‘After all, I've got to 
go back to Europe,’ he explained. 

Murrow told the Men's club, 
‘Whether we like it or not, the an- 
swer to Europe’s problems will be 
found not in Europe, but right here 
in the United States.’ He said he 
had met more ‘European Experts’ 
since his return to America a month 
ago than he had seen in two years 
abroad. He declared there are not 
many experts left in Europe because 
the answers over there are all locked 
in the minds of three or four men. 


Tradition No Good 


He cautioned against taking the 
free press and free radio too much 
for granted, urged that the United 
States find a way to make propa- 
ganda useful in combatting counter 
propaganda and pointed out the 
futility of relying on tradition inas- 
much as a great deal of same was 
easily tossed overboard in Europe. 

In response to questions following 
the address, Murrow asserted he’d 
never heard of any evidence that 


British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain is anti-Semitic. 
The CBS European chief was 


brought here through arrangements 
by Michael F. Ellis of Ellis Brothers 
Advertising Agency and president of 
the Men’s club. Herbert C. Rice, 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. produc- 
tion manager introduced the speaker. 


WHODUNITS CALLED 
BAD FOR KIDDIES 


Canberra, Nov. 10. 

Federal legislators are yelling that 
whodunits should be wiped from the 
air lanes. Say that the air is clut- 
tered with gore nightly and proving 
quite harmful to the kiddies. Radio 
authorities have promised to check 
the alleged state of affairs. Yells 








are probably particularly loud now | 


because the Federal government re- 
cently banned importation of crime 
and sex pulp magazines from the 


One Labor representative asked 
whether the government would 
consider putting some one in con- 
trol to deal with radio censorship, 
especially as regards murder plays. 
Prime Minister Lyons stated that 
the suggestion would be given con- 
sideration. 


Whilst it’s admitted there may be 
some slight cleaning up in the radio 
field generally, it’s also admitted 
that whodunits will never be wiped 
from the air lanes of Australia. 
Public likes this type of fare, 


In Canada 


Phil Moran has joined Slim Wil- 
son as second cowboy singer on 
CJRM, Regina, Sask. Moran’s mon- 
icker now “Tex McCoy.’ 











Regina, Sask., radio stations got 
double harvest this month because 
both a civic election and a govern- 
ment by-election were being fought. 





Time-Honored 





Regina, Sask., Dec. 6. 

CKCK has just started Eb 
and Zeb for R. H. Williams & 
Sons department store. 

Going over big despite fact 
exactly the same series of plat- 
ters of comic pair were heard 
on CHWC, CJRM and CKCK at 
various times in past five years. 











Some Table Talk In 
London About Sending 
BBC Symphony to U. S. 


London, Nov. 25. 

Broadcasting House officials are 
figgering out whether to let BBC 
Symphony Orchestra visit the 
United States next year or not. 
Stories circulated to suggest the mu- 
sicians were definitely booked for 
the trip, though in fact idea is still 
only somebody’s brainchild. 

Corp. might like to send the or- 
chestra across for prestige purposes, 
but the high cost and the problem 
of sparing the musicians from Lon- 
don for a long period (they do sev- 





pal snags. 
Latest bulletin from Broadcasting 
House—unlikely. 





(Musicians union in America is a 
problem not mentioned in the above 
dispatch!) 





BRITISH STATISTICS 





Nature of Content 





London, Nov. 25. 

BBC has been keeping tabs on its 
departments, and in a check-up over 
a full year has discovered the variety 
department contributes almost 20% 
of actual time on the air. Figure 
counts out Sundays, but allows in all 
time taken up by news, talks and 
cultural broadcasts, so, in effect, it 
means variety’s actual part in enter- 
tainment output is near to 50% of 
material aired. 

Actual hours of variety transmis- 
sion from two London stations in a 
year was 1,616. This cuts down 
to 31 a week, out of a total of 165 
hours of transmission by the two 
stations from Monday morning to 
Saturday midnight. Total of pro- 
grams, ‘live’ and recorded, was 2,470, 
averaging 47 a week. Of them, 714 
were broadcasts of discs. 

Programs included in year’s sur- 
vey: 646 dance band sessions; 282 
organ recitals; 215 regular fea- 
tures; 144 ‘Musical Hall’ or straight 
variety shows; 128 light music fea- 
tures, 32 revues; 74 short variety 
items; 27 variety orchestra concerts; 
14 musical comedies; 14 summer re- 
mote broadcasts; 11 musical produc- 
tions. 

Figures don’t indicate what variety 
director John Watt does in his spare 


In Australia 


Sydney, Nov. 20. 
Larry Adler will broadcast next 
month for the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission. Deal with 
Tivoli vaude management. 

















Two stations working on a 24 
hours’ grind. First to start grinding 
was 2 UW on the Albert-Doyle 
hookup. Opposition is now coming 
from a station in the stix, 2 CA, 





Joan Ellum, Korda discovery, to 
do a broadcast chore on Northern 
program Dec, 2. 





Sir Granville Bantock, noted Brit- 
ish conductor, here to do a series of 
concerts for Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission. 





Tie-up with Australian-New Zea- 
land theatres permits MacQuarie 
network to spot overseas artists fol- 
lowing arrival. Latest to hit the air 
for MacQuarie was Bernice Claire. 





stations provided gala coverage on 
Australia’s turf classic, 





Time was at premium. 


bourne Cup. 


CAN 00 THE JOB 


Roosevelt Committee Fails 
to Endorse Government- 
Owned Transmitter as 





| 
| 





eral broadcasts a week) are princi- 
| 


Break Down of BBC Programs by | 


Step in Latin Relations 





A PROBLEM 





Washington, Dec. 6. 

Pooling of the resources of the 
| broadcasting industry and appropri- 
| ate Federal departments was recom- 
| mended to President Roosevelt last 
week as part of a program for im- 
provement of economic and political 
|links between the American Re- 
publics. Objective is to weld 21 
countries into a strong hemispherical 
| bloc which will resist the dictator- 
ship trends in Europe and improve 
the financial position of each member 
|of the family. 


preparation, President Roosevelt’s 
| special interdepartmental committee 
| saw the possibility that airwaves can 
| become a valuable medium in estab- 
| lishing the concord and carrying out 
'the good neighbor policy. In ad- 
vance of the submission of a concrete 
program, the general committee ad- 
vised that radio can be extremely 
useful in tightening the knots of 
| government and industry. 

Important was the committee’s 
failure to endorse the idea of a 
government-owned transmitter to 
fire both direct and veiled propa- 
ganda at the Pan American listeners. 
| Threat to private enterprise, which 
| took the form of proposed bills in 
| the last session of Congress, was seen 
|to be disappearing, with the inter- 
| departmental crowd remarking on 
| the possibility that the U. S. industry 
| can carry the ball for the govern- 


ment. 





Chief suggestions, not requiring 
} any material Federal outlays, were 
| higher standard of American pro- 
| grams and technical cooperation. Fol- 
lowing the path already mapped out, 
the White House advisors called for 
establishment of better engineering 
standards, efforts to reduce interfer- 
ence, and constant consultations with 
authorities in other republics. Visits 
of Federal Communications Commis- 
sion experts to foreign capitals, on 
invitation of the other governments, 
would be effective in getting the 
maximum benefit out of international 
broadcasting, the report noted. 
Further conferences of representa- 
tives from the various nations were 
proposed, although no mention was 
made of the subjects which should be 
taken up. 

Special programs for the Spanish 
and Portuguese speaking countries 
| were suggested. Committee urged 
| that the Agriculture and Interior de- 
| partments work more closely with 
the U. S. industry. With talks al- 
|ready in progress, the group sug- 
| gested the Agriculture Department 
work with American outlets to frame 
desirable programs about farm prob- 
lems and of interest to rural listen- 
'ers in other nations. In conjunction 
| with efforts of the State Depart- 
| ment’s new division of cultural rela- 
_ tions, the Interior Department should 
| prepare additional educational pro- 
'grams, such as the ‘Brave New 
| World’ series and make recordings, 
| the report said. 


KNX SELLS 50 KW. 
PLANT TO BOGOTA 


Hollywood ,Dec. 6. 
Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
KNX last week dismantled its re- 
|cently abandoned 50,000-watt trans- 
|'mitter at nearby Sherman Oaks and 
loaded it on a steamer for Bogota, 
Colombia, South America. 
Conrad Stassner, who negotiated 
sale of the antenna for CBS, de- 
\clared that Brazil government is in 











} 
| 
| 
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/wave equipment to combat foreign 


the Mel- | propaganda pouring in from Euro- | 15-minute 
| game. 


| pean capitals. 


THINK RADIO BIZ. 





With a more detailed report still in | 





AMERICAN PROBLE 








Amateur Payola 





Vienna, Nov. 15. 

By contributing $5 to the 
Nazi government’s ‘Winter Help’ 
fund a layman with a baton 
complex can direct one of the 
local studio bands during what 
is labeled ‘wish programs.’ The 
donor is required first to pass 
some sort of musical examina- 
tion. 

If the amount is large enough 
the contributor may precede the 
playing of the chosen number 
with a few words into the mike. 











Felix Greene in Canada 
To Arrange Industrial 
Glimpses for Homeland 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 6. 
Broadcasts originating in eastern 
Canadian stations will be ‘sponsored’ 
by the British Broadcasting Corp., 
according to Felix Greene, in charge 
of BBC affairs on this side. Greene 
is on a tour of the Canadian prov- 
inces, consulting with CBC regional 
directors, and individual station 
executives, with this objective in 
view. Arrangements for the broad- 
casts are being ironed out in these 
conferences. Greene will be absent 

from his New York office a month. 





All the programs for overseas will | 


be based on life in the native indus- 
tries of the areas to be covered. 
Such as coal and gold mining, fish- 
eries, steel manufacturing, lumber- 
ing, pulp and paper production, 
farming, fox raising, fruit growing 
and packing, shipping, etc. These 


Canadian casts, solely for the BBC 
broadcasts. 


BBC has decided to make the peo- 
ple, their industries and their lives, 
of the Canadian provinces, better 
known to the British public, by 
means of the programs with the in- 
dustrial backgrounds, direct from 
the individual areas. CJCB, Sydney, 
N. S., CHNS, Halifax, N. S., CJLS, 


Yarmouth, N. S., CKCW, Moncton, | 


N. B., CHSJ, St. John, N. B., CFNB, 
Fredericton, N. B.,. CHNC, New Car- 
lisle, Que., CKCY, Charlottetown, 
P. E. I., CHGS, Summerside, P. E. L, 
have been considered. 





Icelandic Program 





Winnipeg, Dec. 6. 


What is believed to be the long- 
est remote broadcast successfully 
conducted by any privately owned 
Canadian station was staged last 
week by CJRC, Winnipeg, as part of 
a celebration of Icelandic sov- 
ereignty. It was an exchange of 
greetings between leaders of the lo- 
cal Icelandic community, which num- 
bers 8,000, and Prime Minister 
Jonasson in Reykjavik, Iceland. Pro- 
gram from both ends also contained 
music. 

Record of the two-way broadcast, 
which took place at 10:15-11 am., 
was aired late in the afternoon over 
a hookup which consisted of CJRM, 
Regina; CJGX, Yorkton, and the 
shortwave stations, CJRO and CJRX, 
Winnipeg. 


P. & G. Canadian Flash 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 6. 

Procter & Gamble is skedded to 
go two hours daily over Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. net early in Jan- 
uary. Will span 10:45 a. m. to 11:45 
a. m., then jump 1% hours to 60 
min. from 1 p. m., M.S.T. 

This will 








CBC sustainers, and is sure to raise 
a rumpus unless good spot is found 
for it. 





CJRM’s Hockey Sold 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 6. 
CJRM, Saskatchewan, has sold all 
southern league hockey this winter 


,to Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, mean- 
ing 2 two-hour broadcasts by Grant | 
Both government and commercial the market for 50 kilowatt short | Carson. 


Also tied in Wares’ clothing for 
comment before each 


presumably push out portion of European continent and 
Happy Gang, one of most popular | 





NEWS CONTROL 
INCANADA 
DELAYED 


Montreal, Dee. 6. 


Broadcasters are somewhat re- 
lieved by reports emanating from 
ttawa that the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. will not take any steps 
to clamp down on independent news 
broadcasting for the time being. In 
denying that Fascist control and 
censorship of radio news was con- 
templated at this time an Ottawa 
dispatch ‘states that such questions 
of policy cannot be determined 
until the Government’s high-pow- 





| ered stations are completed. 


Reference is made to a plan on 
radio news broadcasting which will 
become operative when the Govern- 
ment is prepared, still leaving the 
threat of eventual Government cen- 
sorship and control of radio news 
on privately-owned stations. 


Believed here that Goevrnment 
action on control of radio news 
would not be taken immediately be- 
cause of probable general elections 
next year. And with many pub- 
lishers and other powerful groups 
opposed to news control it is not 
considered likely that the Govern- 
ment forces would care to be em- 
barrassed by a highly controversial 
issue at this time. Canadian Press 
proposal to control news over radio 


industries will be dramatized with | ™@Y therefore be shelved tempo- 


rarily, 


ROYALTY-STUDDED 
N. Y. EXPO SHOWS 


New York World’s Fair has lined 
up kings, queens, presidents and 
head statesmen in 17 foreign coun- 
tries for the ‘Salute to Nations’ series 
which start Jan. 1. Programs will be 
relayed from shortwave by NBC 
CBS and Mutual jointly Sundays at 
1.30 to 2 p.m. through April 23. 


Countries which will participate 
are France, Brazil, Canada, Japan, 
Ireland, Denmark, Netherlands, Rou- 
mania, Norway, Belgium, U.S.S.R., 
Yugoslavia, Italy, Poland, Hungary, 
Great Britain and Sweden. President 
Albert Lebrun of France will head 
the initial stanza. Others set include 
President Douglas Hyde and Pre- 
mier Eamon De Valera of Ireland, 
King Christian V of Denmark, King 
Carol of Roumania, Lord Tweeds- 
muir of Canada, King Haakon VII of 
Norway, Prince Paul of Jugoslavia, 
King Leopold III of Belgium, King 
Gustave V of Sweden, and President 
Ignatz Moscicki of Poland. 


Philadelphia’s W3XAU 
Beams at Buenos Aires 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6, 

Construction of two directional 
antennae, one pointing to South 
America and one to Europe, was be- 
gun last week at Newtown Square, 
Pa., for W3XAU, shortwave sister 
outlet to WCAU. Completion of the 
horizontal V-type aerials will in- 
crease the signal strength within the 














'beam from present 10,000 watts to 


100,000 watts, 


European antenna will be directed 
at London, with the area inside the 
beam covering British Isles, major 


portions of other continents in the 
same direction. South American an- 
tenna is aimed directly at Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, which will give 
W3XAU coverage of Latin America 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 


Plans are now being completed for 
close co-operation of W3XAU with 
W2XE, CBS international station, so 
that a maximum area of both Europe 
and South America will be covered 
at all times with programs from 
United States. WCAU will set up a 
special program department for the 
short-wave transmitter as soon as it 
is completed. 
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young southerner. Soon Brunswick began pressing his slightly corn- 
flavored melodies with machine-like precision. Penn Staters heard about 
all the rumpus from the Kyser corner, so presto, Kay and Sully and) 
Ginny and Harry and Ishkabibble and the entire band rolled into State 
one warm morning in May. 

With Norvo and Osborne, the clamor for the glamor is again evident, 
though not quite so much so as in the Dorsey-Kyser instances. Both Red 
and Will had lots of wax piled in the fraternity clubrooms beside the duos. 
Red’s swing symposiums had big pull for the swing lovers and Will’s 
mellow slip-horn cuteness attracted students with sugar leanings. Irregu- 
lar sustaining spots on the networks and one nighters about mid-Pennsy]- 
vania further kept the Osborne and Norvo names before Penn State. 

Let’s agree, then, that all four bands did rest high among the nation’s | 
big names in dance bands. There’s obvious consistency there, but does that 
line-up show any consistency whatsoever to taste for any type of music? 
They had Norvo up for swing, Osborne up for sweet, Dorsey up for a 
middle-course commercial tainted pattern, and Kyser up for novelty. Now 
if Penn State dance committeemen would have signed contracts in thi: 











‘Decency ’Rapped 











(Continued from page 1) 


show disrespect for any nation, race 
or religion?’ Well, I wonder if we 
can maintain our respect for honor 
and truth and still respect certain 
nations there days.’ Prof. Bernbaum 
said if you rule out everything de- 
batable you get the kind of picture 
which the late Percy Hammond de- 
scribed by saying, ‘I went into the 
theatres a full grown adult and came 
out sucking my thumb. 

‘As for indecency, no one, of 





fashion—Goodman, Basie, Noble and Crosby—or in this fashion—Lom: 
bardo, Kaye, Noble and Kemp—we'd hand the Nittany Lion a big three- 
plus for knowing its bands. 
Names Count 
And if this hasn’t converted you to our belief that Penn State picks its 
bands for names, and not necessarily music, this item should clinch the 


_ argument for good. Russ Morgan had been signed for the Soph Hop date 


in December, but commercial air complications made him default. Next 
day, Collegian, State’s semi-weekly newspaper, announced that Red Norvo 
had been signed to replace Morgan. Now Norvo, together with Goodman, 


. Shaw and a few others, has played a leading role as super-debunker of 


talk the past three years that swing is hobbling around on its last leg. 
Red, wife Mildred, and Red’s woodpile have been potent factors in keep- 
ing jive in national prominence. Red’s arrangements are all built on 
simple rhythm patterns with lots of ad lib solo work, basic stuff in pure 
swing. But Morgan’s band was directly opposite. Russ had, and still has, 


_ a full, commercial crew slightly topheavy with full arrangements to please, 


once more, a tobacco account. Russ’ scorings, seldom featuring any solo 
work other than his own whining trombone, were mostly based on balance 
ensemble work. No two bands could differ more greatly, yet the switch 
was made in a very matter-of-fact way, from one name band to another. 
Morgan could have come, played and left with a check made out to Norvo 
from a smiling and unknowing dance committee. 

Announcement while writing this that Larry Clinton has been signed 
for Soph Hop this year adds one more conforming case to our theory. 
Clinton has been soaring on a nigh pressure buildup the past six months, 
chiet item in said build-up being firm support by Radio Corp. of America, 
with NEC, Victor, and all the other marvelous personality developers 


_ Under the RCA wing. Yet Clinton can hardly be classified in either the 


swing or sweet school; his setup is full and commercial, much in the 
T. Dorsey manner. 

There have been a few attempts at State to create some semblance of 
unity in student toste in popular music, but all failed disgustingly, most 
probably becerve the attempts were too rabidly insistent that the great 
conversion 9 the hot way. Penn State prof Eddie Nichols, who built un a 
solid renutstion in the east for his authoritative comments on contemporary 
jazz throuch his record column, ‘Wax Impressions,’ in the Penn State humor 
mag, Froth, softly, but convincir«ly, asserted month after month for four 
years that the only real virile thing in American jazz lay in the hearts 
and hands of Lruis Armstrong, Jack Teagarden, Bix Biederbecke, Teddy 
Wilson, Penny Goodman, Red Norvo, and all the boys who lived and 
breathed with a lick in their souls. But still the students called for 
Lombardo. Kemp and the rest, so Perfesser Nichols, seeing the futility 
of it all, disb-r¢ed his priceless wordave in Froth. 


Then the writer, who had develoned a love for swing the way of all | 


present sereration jitterbuz, throuch stomping in smell town dance pa- 


' vilions and snen<ing a last cent to catch Benny or Red on a one-nichter, 


stepped whole-heartedly into the crusa’« where Nichols had left off, with 
a radio column, ‘ialectures.” Less subtly thon Nichols, the writer harped 
for the new ¢*rl by trying to force down the throats of Froth readers, 


_the virtues ard worder on Cort Basie, Ereine Hawkins, Fletcher Hen- 


demon, Jimm‘e Lunceford and the other Harlem bands he worshipped 
But there ws no soan here either. 
So Penn Stete mov eortirne to grind out the best farmers in the nation 


" and the best er<ineers in the east, but her graduates will never get far in 


popular mric if this thing called swing sticks around as long as we 
think it will. 
(Next week: Dartmouth) 








course, advocates it; but if we want 
morally innocuous pictures, we also 
make them intelligently and emo- 
tionally vapid. If you want to risk 
offending anyone, you will never 
produce great art.’ Ridiculing the 
change made in the film version of 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Prof. Bernbaum 
said in the stage play the girl an- 
nounces she is going to have an 
illegitimate baby while in the pic- 
ture, Marie Wilson, who plays the 
role of the girl, said in the next 
breath that she had been married. 

Commenting on Claire Boothe’s 
‘The Women,’ Prof. Bernbaum said 
he doesn’t see how, under present 
standards, such a frank satire of a 
social cancer could be produced in 
motion pictures but it would be good 
if it could. The ultimate goal of the 
cinema industry, acording to Prof. 
Bernbaum, should be to make and 
encourage pictures which are vivid 
and revelatory of human life, past, 
present and future, created not for 
mere entertainment but for enlight- 
enment, and created and exnressed 
in absolute freedom from any po- 
litical, conventional or supposedly 
moral restrictions, except the obliga- 
tion to eternal truth or what is called 
artistic conscience. 





‘Recommending’ Group 
‘ Denver, Dec. 6. 
Announced as a ‘recommending’ 
body and not acting as a censor, the 
| Motion Picture Council of Denver 
| has been organized with Campton 
| Bell as president. The body will 
| recommend what they call pictures 
| of better quality to its members, said 
to include morc than a score of 
women’s organizations in Denver, 
, among which are the Parent-Teacher 





| Association, Denver Women’s Press 
Club, National Council of Jewish 
Womer., National Council of Catholic 
| Women and the Denver Council of 


| Church Women. 








| Emil Coleman plays the debbie 
|coming out prize of the year Dec. 27. 
| It’s the debut of Brenda Frazier at 
the Ritz-Carlton, N. Y. 





Bob Pooley has succeeded Dan 
Reardon’s band at Hotel Bancroft, 
Worcester, 
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COLLEGE RHYTHM Network Plugs, § A.M. to 1 A.M. 
i i iate lik islik iz i NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CRBS 
h of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as regards Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on P 
PH niagee et music a dance bands. (WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Nov. 28-4). Total represents accumulated 
The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, | performances on the two major networks from 8 a. m. to 1 a.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as @ tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. in 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given AND 
further instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles ap- ae tao , “i cto we TOTAL. 
pear as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions Yon Mut. i, Lig Saray Beeuitiful Deby: "Re ick tent ee eee erene *e ** oes se MRL TEP NT PPE ENTREES 5: 42 
being their own : zat owe ave Been a Beautiful Baby.. ae cacetee ste hanas Ieee POT Ly eet TELE eee 7 
Vairery publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a wer 3 Tee Meme POON. iis cek esc cc >. sss MOMMOUS ccacccicoveceauses * Cauits for the Memory............. 37 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with | While a Cigarette Was Burning........... ME Gas ecewaeiesdsee tear | eR ak) A ae ire serene o en 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the | Sixty Seconds Got Together.............. Santly-JOy ...cccccccceces NS ae Fy laa SUSE ADA DER CREA ELY Rh oe . 35 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the | Have You Forgotten So Soon............. WOE. oe chica ch ahitoane sees BT ah ks CR vind Su Tkk he eae bad is kk os? ae 
d Sn 2. aN, anon ok cum esark clea tae ap are BATS se cae div esuvis tances OP ..cseseees state eevee ceeseeenses + oe 
shpat ek euke What Have You Got That Gets Me?....... ONE ei ais 650 440s Hee eacee Artists and Models Abroad..........., 29 
Please Come Out of Your Dreams......... WordseRGusie occ coves Cave on eS Fee ery ee a 
ge IR BR, 2 ee CHOWEORG b.6.6 0 ce cetcivecucs UC ik od as i a ba Wath a +S pb el oe a ait 0 27 
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ye Me CUS pe, ee Peas © ere SEE A. cee dedaeee toga Et apg eee td Ree wis 0% 2 
’ Pl eR |. Serratia PRERIOUNE spccvecdeueshes PE ES GU DUOMO 5 Sok ces dcwisehs sacs 26 
By Fred Newmeyer, Jr., 38 Night Before Christmas.............0..55. COMED Sch acsscmeescwews go pS eee DPE ere rg eee 25 
(Penn State Froth’) ERE sg ARE SE ee Sage he QP ewer ars eee RR as be, a Camel tes Or I a oe be iia wd ons bee 24 
The selection of bands for Penn State’s four major dances last year a ee Pee ean a see eeeeeceeeeees se agg wee ee eeeeceseeeees A ME EE BONN nn 0 NTS Fo pecncp sera 23 
proved once and for all that the 6,000 students of the rapidly growing | W7D0 Blem Oun me Flame?s++::c0o0roro' Witmarie CLAUS Me Me 
college tucked back deep in the Nittany ranges of Pennsylvania don’t give | when I Go a’Dreamin’.................... Suter... ee Baar nn a ER ea = 
hoot whether a band is hot or sweet, just so the crew's name has been | They Say........... 00. cece e ec eee eee eees ay Fee Fe (TN RI RI 7 SA Bi Rae ae 22 
a k . y 
in six-foot high letters on theatre marques, shouted over the air for at | Love, I’d Give My Life for You........... DRE ere tHollywood Revels..... BOC Ae CRY 29 
least a year at the expense of the nation’s fattest advertising budget and | Ya Got Me.............seseeeeeeeseenees LINCOM .... 2c cstevccesvcpec +U. of Penn. Mask and Wig.........., 21 
pasted on records that reach every well treated turntable in the country. | I've Got a Pocketful of Dreams............ wera, ae . “a Ry — PE INO 75 66k oS eee adeks 20 
" _ Have a look at this lineup and see if I'm not right. For last Detember’s | Hit yombes.crsccsscccscscccsscoscsoSPIGE sateaenrecseeeeseceeePOp. ceesesieesseseeeecenncceeee Be 
Soph Hop, they brought Red Norvo to the campus. Then Tommy Dorsey (7 ambeth Walk. .....0.....cccecceceeesenee SPR IRENS fee ase ee iat aa dc enone 
came around the mountains for February’s Senior Ball. A month later | Angels with Dirty Faces.............0..- DUE ascii <ivsieemiisane See ol ea eee 19 
Will Osborne slid into State College to do Interfraternity Ball. Then Kay | Say It With a Kiss. ... 0. secs eeeee eee eeees Se Peer ey yy eee Se cues 19 
Kyser wound things up in May with Junior Prom. Now let’s try to fit | Summer Souvenirs..............+.sseeee: Bregman-Vocco-Conn ..... OE RN RE Ae Pree Pee 18 
that lineup into our theory that Penn Staters look primarily at the magni- | I te nog Annie Tonight.............++. ~ v= agamaate eae ae Pewee eb GHEAL s 48 U4 Eber eb enssidees 18 
tude iet the Hawe fe hele Vand sections. | nee No GRRE haha Sich pide phat ha ania Samm 
We've followed Tommy Dorsey ever since he split le ith _brother | Girl Friend of the Whirling Dervish...... Es 5 ebb in epee) ss aande en *Garden of the Moon...............6. 17 
Jimmy several years ago and you'll agree that he was right up there very | Change Partners. ...........0eeeeeeeeceees BOUEEID sci wvsconcsecnscbane ry are ee ree 17 
near the top last February when he played State. His waxings of ‘Marie, | F.D.R, Jones.............0cc cece cece eeees CSMROIMOEL iden ty beteseweaek oO ae NS: re 16 
‘Song of India’ and sequels in the same pattern made a wow of an entrance | What Do You Know About Love?......... DEED cick adesechacsrctaee re en La c'ge'sd costs seat 15 
for his nationwide popularity streak last winter. Then his networked | When Paw Was Courtin’ Maw.........+9: ow pee haces eRt ese a Se SEES ea re 15 
tobacco commercial was all necessary to keep the Dorsey “name riding aca we Eetbinsdnonenr es 34 ‘Eegee hae uk, pees ete Reva hd CRATE UR ed ea ee dee sobs peeee 7 
high. And if that would have failed, there’d have been a mile-high stack | }."Tnat the Way to ‘Treat a Sweetheart..-Olman .....-....++ss0ccs0ePOD sesssussiscseesssesellilit a 
ot Victor wax to keep the Dorsey stock above par. . So out from the Nit-| wait Until My Heart Finds Out.......... Sint ia.4 344449 9etaee DU so 6x ice vk SRO Es oh Obs dv on.c pied 12 
tany valley went the call for Tommy and his trombone. Tommy came, | It Serves You Right................000005 WUE sn Sen per cecebukes ad oe ae. cha gee 12 
Tommy played and Tommy got $1,500. I Long to Belong to You............+0006: Red Star.......sscececeeees BOD cs vcccerssiccesesaverecerescesecs 12 
Then in the spring NBC, notable builder-upper of names, began feeding | Your Eyes Are Bigger Than Your Heart. .Sh°niro...... 6.50. eee eens *Ferdinand the RG Sabena lsc cnc skvce 12 
out Kay Kyser, also on tobacco time. Kyser had always been a favorite asener » 7 Band TERETE REEELEE ST Kal An AN WEreEerrevaeret * Alexander's Ragtime Band covseecceseos a] 
out Chicago way and at a few eastern cities where he had played hotel | Got Out at Towna..cscsccocsccecsccsosescCNAMpElly ss sev csvsvevreees ae Me Mecisic cease 
jobs, but all airings had been single-station, sustaining spots, or over MBS, | song of Old Hawall..........sss.scccssssBeisteesssssesscssssoeeeee. “eos tetany RCRA aS 
impotent for national distribution at the time. But it took only a few | An Te SED BO Seni vccssescensce ska rbyse+exsevadeenks OE aches Ae CEN oie nv dss baulecs 10 
weeks of Kyser’s Music Klass, largely held up by Kyser’s cut-up person- | After Looking at You.............+.++00: Pi cirsaas<s sneethook Es ah sn bhab aban 6 kk seeds heen eead 10 
ality and coy, ‘How-yall, folks!,’ to start the popularity ball rolling for the - 





Band Reviews 





McFARLAND TWINS Orchestra (10) 
With Judy Abbott 
Rainbow Grill, New York 


George and Arthur McFarland are 
twins who specialize on reeds and 
came to attention when with the 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians or- 
chestra on the air for Ford and Old 
Gold, and more recently with War- 
ing in their ‘Varsity Show’ (Dick 
Powell) film for Warner Bros. Be- 
fore joining Waring, the McFarland 
Twins, who really lock startlingly 
alike, had their own undergraduate 
dance combo around Detroit where 
they attended Wayne U. 

Now showcased in a big league 
spot atop the RCA Bldg., the Rain- 
bow Grill has a noteworthy dance 
combo in the McFarland Twins or- 
chestra which, by the very nature of 
its dual maestroship, gives the 
combo a good head start on exploita- 
tion values. 


Current management has sought to 
ballyhoo the alleged preferences of 
George for sweet and his brother 
Arthur for swingo music, which is 
also a good stunt. As a unit they 
mix it up nicely so that their ‘sweet 
and swing time’ means something. 
Both are in tails, both synchronize 
‘on the reeds, excepting when one 
tackles the clarinet, for example, in 
contrast to the other’s alto sax work, 
and both use the same right hand 
synchronization for dual conductine. 
An electric guitar is a feature of 
the dominantly woodwind and muted 
brass work of this. combo. Judv 
Abbott, featured vocalist, is too 
vienissimo to mean much either way 
with her singing interludes. Abel. 


ARTIE SHAW and Orchestra (14) 
With Helen Forrest 
Hotel Lincoln, N. Y. 


Artie Shaw is one of the coming 
bands of the season. In the argot of 
the biz, when a band is on the un- 
beat it’s referred to as ‘this season's 
band.’ Of course, there are a couvle 
of others who have been pitching 
for their peak this season, but cer- 
tainly among ‘em is Artie Shaw, 
with his clarinet-maestroing, which 
inspires the inevitable Goodman 
analogy. 


Old Gold commercial with Bob 
Benchley, furthermore, emphasizes 
Shaw’s importance, but essentially 
it’s his modulated and moderated 
swingo that determines his impres- 
siveness. He has a smooth but 
rhythmically inspiration manner, 
which his team of 14 interprets 
quite handily. 

So far as the Hotel Lincoln’s Blue 
Room is concerned, there must be 
an answer to how Mrs. Max J. Kre- 
mer (Hotel Edison), who recently 
took over this hostelry from the 
Shuberts can afford a large combo 
of this nature in a room of this size. 
Biz is no panic, or at least wasn’t on 
the dinner session (Tuesday) caught, 
and even if it were jammed, that’s 


quite a costly setup for middle-grade 
hotel of the Lincoln type. . 








However, apart from any wheres 
granting that 


and whyfores, and 





Shaw and the management came to 
terms on a ‘showcasing’ proposition, 
Shaw has an impressive orchestra 
with his six brasses, four reeds and 
a rhythm quartet, and he himself up 
front on the licorice stick. 

His rhythms are compelling ard 
his style distinctive. Wtih the radio 
buildup he’s a cinch for the jitter- 
burg trade, and, what’s more, the 
others, since Shaw wisely keeps it 
under control. His fetaured vocalist 
is Helen Forrest, okay for sound, too. 
Relief combo is Tito and his Swing- 
tet. Abdel. 


BERNARD HILDA Orch 
Florian Cafe, Paris 

Small in makeup and specializing 
in string. Hilda's all-French combo 
dispenses a brand of music that 
clicks for teas and in the smaller 
night spots in this town. Set with 
one bass, piano, trumpet and three 
tenor saxes, Hilda can switch to four 
fiddles as his three saxes double and 
he plays fiddle himself. 

As ‘afternoon crowds lean heavy 
on the tango side, fiddlers help fur- 
nish some good dansapation on this 
count and catch some good harmony 
when they switch to saxes. Lone 
trumpet seems sufficient in this set- 
up, where strings naturally shove 
brass and reeds into background. 
Hilda is one of few French maestros 
who keens music as modern as pos- 
sible and good sweet-swing is by no 
means foreign to his gathering. 
Hilda, too, croons a fair song in 
either French or English. Band pres- 
ently playing at both Florian and 
Champs-Elysees Night club. 

Specialty he has inaugurated him- 
self for tea dance come-on is to in- 
vite local film stars and allow _cus- 
tomers to quiz them. Claud Briac, 
local film critic, does interviewing 
of session, which is broadcast over 
Radio 37. Hugo. 


Hot Phiily Election 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

One of the hottest election battles 
in the history of the local Musicians’ 
Union was fought here last Thurs- 
day, with victory going to a ticket 
headed by unemployed tooters. Win- 
ner for prez was Frank P. Liuzzi, 
unemployed cellist. He got 847 votes 
against 645 for Israel Safren, Earle 
Theatre fiddler. 

Vice-presidency went to Romeo 
Cella, former president of the Local, 
now a WPA musician. He got 590 
ballots to 463 for Louis R. Schvom, 
unemployed, and 42 for Anthony 
Tranchitella, Fox Theatre bandsman. 
Rex Riccardi was re-elected to the 
post of secretary, defeating Glenn L. 
Coolidge, his assistant. Harry G. 
Kammer, former auditor, became as- 
sistant secretary by defeating George 
Hartung. Joseph Bossi Sr., was un- 
opposed for re-election as treasurer. 
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| 15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 





(Week ending 


My Reverie ........ 


A)jl Ashore . : 
Night Before Christmas .. 
*Heort and Soul 


Lambeth Walk 


¢ Indicates filmusical song. 
The others 


oc ccccccccccccceccecccccececeoss RODDINS 
*Two Sleepy People eee ccccccccccccccccccccccesccces Famous 
wcrc cccccccccccccccccescccccs SNAapiro 
ee cccneveccccccccccsccscss Chappell 
te eeeeeeececeeseeess FAMOUS 
*l’'ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams... 


*you Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby.............. Remick 


Mexicali Rose ..ccccccccsceccesecvees Kee neeseecbese Qreee 
Woerbrella Man ccccsccccccdcccscccpesccccvces ebeccee FIMIMS 
Have Your Forgotten So Soon...........e-eeeeeee0s Berlin 
While a Cigaret Was Burning.........ee.see08: ocvee ABC 
i CR LLC 6c0 bk pW0.0 bobs Chdebeve's 60 6eade'e Bregman 
OMy OWN .ucccccccceccccccerccceccccceceseceees +++». Robbins 
You're the Only Star in My Blue Heaven............ Shapiro 


Dec. 3, 1938) 


occcccsceseccsccss SANUYy 
secscccvoccoce Me 


t Indicates stage production song. 
are pops. 











Robbins-Metro Proceeds With Own 
System of Coin Machine Royalty 


While counsel for the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association are 
polishing up the letter to -be sent to | 
recording artists on the subject of | 
special arrangements, the Robbins- 
Metre music, publishing combine is 





proceeding to establish its own new | ness agent of the local musicians’ | 


pelicy on phonograph record royal- 
ties. Robbins, which has kept clear | 
of the MPPA’s maneuvers in connec- | 
tion with the coin-operated machine | 
problem, wants the disc manufac- | 
turers to pay it a full 2c. royalty. | 
Only restriction that Robbins will in- | 
clude in the license involves the per- 
formances of the record for .a profit, | 
such as broadcasting. 


Robbins-Metro explains that it is 
merely asking that it be paid the 
royalty sum fixed by the law. If, in 
the past, it had readily accepted 1c. 
it was because it was compelled to | 
by competitive conditions. 


All record manufacturers had even 
before Robbins took its stand elected 
to pay the 2c. royalty required un- 
der the compulsory provisions of the | 
copyright law. This was done after 
the MPPA advised them that they 
would have to consent to a new 
license form which would restrict 
the sale of the record to home 
users, MPPA would require an en- 
tirely different form of license be 
taken out for records placed with 
coin-machine operators. 


Letter which is being readied for 
mailing to recording artists will call 
their attention to Section 1E of the 
copyright law which gives the copy- 
right owner the exclusive right to 
arrange and advises them that they 
must not use any special arrange- 
ments of such works in making re- 
erds that are to be used for other 
than home purposes unless permis- 
sion has been obtained direct from 
the MPPA. In some quarters of the 
musie business it is felt that the pub- 
lishers will find it hard to circum- 
vent the use of special arrangements. 
Toprung band leaders, it is pointed 
out, will refuse to spend their money 
fer arrangements of new material if 
the playing of this music must be 
confined to radio and dance jobs. 


WILLIE BRYANT FILES 
B’K’PTCY; OWES $8,495 


William S. ‘Willie’ Bryant, musi- 
cian, who admits debts amounting to 
$8,495, and claims a contingent asset 
of $1,000 from Joe Springer of the 
Plantation Club, in Harlem, under 
a contract, filed a bankguptcy peti- 
tion in New York last week. Also 








| the 





filing was Charles Nyaray, singer at 
the Harmath Hungaria, a nitery at | 
242 East 79th st. Debts at $3,667, no 
assets. 

Bryant debts included $2.000 loans | 
from Joe Glaser, Radio City; $1.000 
to Frank Schiffman and Duane The- 
atres Corp., which operates the 
Apollo theatre, Harlem; Harry 
Slatko, of the Nixon Grand, Phila- | 
delphia, $250; Tom Whaley also of | 
the Apollo theatre for arranging 
music, $100; Price & Fowler, of Den- 
ver, Va., for failing to keep a dance 
date, $50; and $500 for advances from 
Springer of the Plantation Club. 


| 
' 








Shand, Eaton Renewed | 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.. have re- | 
newed the exclusive writing con- | 
’. tracts: of: Terry Shand and Jimmy | 
Eaton. . ove 


Term, like the prévious one, is for 
@ year. 





Pepitone’s Mishap 


New Orleans, Dec. 6. 
Jake Pepitone, president -and busi- 


union, narrowly escaped drowning 
Thursday night-(1) when the auto- 
mobile in which he was driving 
alone left the road and bounded over 
Lake Pontchartrain seawall 
into the water. Jumped out before 
the car settled on the bottom of the 
lake which was about five feet deep 
at that point. He swam ashore and 


| walked several miles to his home 


from the scene of the accident. 


Pepitone was returning from a 
meeting of the musicians’ union at 
the Chez Paree night club at 2:30 
a.m., when the accident occurred. 


HARRY COX 
MULLS DISC 
RETURN 


Harry Cox, at one time president 
of the Columbia Phonograph Co., 
and for the past several years in the 
banking business, is reported getting 
ready to return to phonograph record 
manufacturing. Cox has of late 
been in frequent luncheon meetings 
with Ben Selvin, who was his re- 
cording manager and who now holds 
that post with the transcription di- 
vision of Associated Music Publish- 
ers, Inc. It is also reported that 
Arthur E. Garmaize would rejoin 
Cox as his copyright expert and ex- 
port manager. 

An angle of this report that is 
heavily discounted in the trade con- 
cerns the financial alliance of Sir 








Louis Sterling, who is president of | 


His Masters Voice, Ltd., British rec- 


‘ord firm, and a heavy investor in 


Electrical Musical Industries, Ltd. 
The report had it that Sterling was 
in on the Cox proposition, but the 
general impression is that any such 
move would be contrary to Sterling’s 
best interests when it came to his 
relationships with RCA. 


Paul Whiteman Booking 
Org Gets Frank Burke 


Paul Whiteman’s Artist Manage- 
ment office gets some _ personnel 





changes this week with Frank Burke, | 


former publicity head for Consoli- 


| dated Radio Artists, taking over of- 
fice operatien and direction of all | 
publicity and couple of others com- | 


ing in Wednesday (today ). 

Paul Wimbish will remain in 
charge of ali sales, while Norman 
Campbell, last with Mills Artists, be- 


formerly with Columbia Broadcast- 
ing is another newcomer. Irving 
Strouse, former road _ p.a. with 
Whiteman, exits. 


D’ARTEGA IN BUFFALO 
Buffalo, Dec. 6. 

D’Artega returns as conductor of 
Shea’s Buffalo orchestra starting 
Christmas week replacing Ray Sin- 
atra. - oe is 

D'Artega was formerly conductor 
at the house a year ago. 





Pass Panassie Lecture 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6, 


Lecture by Hugues Panassie, French 
swing expert, tentatively set for last 
night (Monday) in the foyer ef the 
Academy of Music, failed to jell. 
Local sponsoring group was unable 
to put up sufficient guarantee. Larry 
Mallory, head of the ‘hot record de- 
partment at a local phonograph em- 
porium and a personal friend of the 
French live specialist, was attempt- 
ing to set the thing in order to help 
Panassie financially. so that he can 
stay in the U. S. until about Jan. 15. 


Mallory, incidentally, has been re- 
sponsible during ‘the past couple 
imonths for convincing RCA-Victor 
| to reissue three famous ‘hot jazz’ 
| waxings which had become scarce 
| collectors’ items. Still a purchase 
|strictly for the highly specialized 
| jitterbugs, they were originally sold 
| under the Victor label, have now 
been repressed for Bluebird sale. 

Four of the sides are by Sidney 
Bechet, recognized in Panassie’s au- 
thoritative text, ‘Le Jazz Hot,’ as one 
of the three greatest swing musi- 
cians. Recorded in 1932 by the ‘New 
Orleans Feet Warmers,’ they are ‘Ma- 
ple Rag’ and ‘Sweetie Dear’ and ‘I 
Found a New Baby’ and ‘Shag’ 
(based on ‘I Got Rhythm’). Other 
two sides resurrected by Mallory’s 
| search through Victor’s master dises 
are ‘One Hour with You’ and ‘Hello 
| Lola,’ recorded in 1929 by the ‘Mound 
+City Blue Blowers,’ who included 
Gene Krupa at the drums. 














Easy Terms To 
Hypo Union In 





Boston, Dec. 6. 

Proposal that the membership 
books of the local musicians union 
be opened wide so that every non- 
union instrumentalist in the city can 
get in without paying the regular 
initiation fee has been submitted to 
both the officials of Local 9 and the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Advocates of this idea contend that 
it is the only way that the union can 
overcome the local prevalance of 
non-union band jobs. 

Fred W. Birnbach, national secre- 
tary of the AFM, who spoke in Bos- 
ton recently, declined to lend his 
approval te the non initiation fee 
suggestion. Birnbach did say that 
newcomers could be admitted to the 
local for as low as $5. 





| 
| 





Jean Marshall taking over vocal 
chores with Eddie Weitz’ Penn- 
sylvanians at Willows, Pittsburgh 
roadhouse. 


Boston Urged 





Sammy Kaye Pays Off Music 
Pubs with a Bingo Variation; 
Winning Ticket Worth 5 Plugs 





ASCAP’S Cincy Office 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has opened 
its own offices in Cincinnati with 
Samuel Feldman as manager, He 
comes from the Society’s Baltimore 
branch. 

Cincinnati licensees were formerly 
serviced through a local firm of 
lawyers, Frenkel & Bently. Jonas 
Frenkel has been retained as local 
counsel. His partner died a few 
months ago. 


TENNESSEE’S 
NEXT MOVE 
UNKNOWN 


Knoxville, Tenn., Dec. 6. 

No indication has been given by 
the attorney general’s office whether 
an appeal will be taken to the U.S. 
Supreme court from a finding of a 
special statutory court last week 
which temporarily invalided the 
Tennessee statute directed against 
the operations of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers in this state. ASCAP 
had asked for a temporary injunc- 
tion against fhe act and the three 
judges on the special tribune granted 
it without a dissent. 

Tennessee act, which is similar to 
those passed in Washington State 
and Montana, barred ASCAP from 
licensing music in bulk form, Un- 
der the law no two or more copy- 
right owners could join in doing 
business through a single agent or 
agency. 


IRVING MILLS DENIES 
R’KWELL-O’KEEFE DEAL 


Irving Mills denied Monday (5) 
the report that he was turning the 
booking of his bands over to the 
Rockwell-O’Keefe office. Mills said 
that it was possible that this rumor 
had been caused by his announce- 
ments that he was changing office 
quarters at the end of January. 

Mills added that he would con- 
tinue to handle every phase of his 
bands’ operations. 




















~ Tobani Heirs in Final Defeat 





Supreme Court Against Them—lImportant Bearing 
on Renewal Cases 





Heirs of Theodore Tobani, ar- 
ranger and composer en the staff of 
Carl Fischer, Inc., for many years, 
failed Monday (4) in their final move 
to capture the copyright renewal 
rights to Tobani’s works when the 
U. S. Supreme court turned down 


their application fer a review of the 
case, -Circuit court of appeals had 
| upheld g@ecision of the N. Y. Fed- 
eral @0urt which declared that 
Fischer was the only one entitled to 





|the exfended copyrights of works 
whichy Tobani had written while in 
the publisher’s employ. Songwriters 


Protective Association aided the To- 
bani family in its appeal to the high- 
| est court. 

Issue over the rights to Tobani’s 


| comes road salesman. Les Leibert,| compositions was joined when his 


| children, after taking out certain re- 
newals, brought suit charging that 
Fischer was infringing on these re- 
newed works and asking that the 
firm be enjoined from publishing 
such compositions, Fischer's de- 
fense was that the works in question 
/had been created while he was an 
| employee for hire, that under sec- 
tion 62 of the copyright law the pub- 
lisher of such works was the ‘author’ 
and held the exclusive right to re- 
new them and that Fischer could 








not be sued for infringing on some- 
thing that belonged to him. 
Public Domain 

Lower court not only upheld 
Fischer's claim in full but ordered 
Tobani’s heirs to assign the re- 
newals to Fischer. Appellate court 
differed in but one respect with this 
decision. It held that since the heirs 
had had no right to take out the re- 
newais when these came due the 
copyrights were now outside the pro- 
tection of the law and could only 
be considered as part of the public 
domain. 

Tobani findings are expected to 
have a far-reaching effect on the re- 
newal rights of many important 
works currently in dispute between 
writers and publishers. Part in the 
Circuit court of appeai’s decision, 
which industry legalites figure to es- 
tablish a still more important prece- 
dent in the controversy over re- 
newals is what these lawyers refer 


to as the ‘obiter dicta,’ or gratuitous | 


comment. In th. latter the appellate 
court stated that if the writer as- 
signs his renewal rights at any time 
during the period of the original 
copyright he has no alternative but 
to aid the assigr-ee acquire these re- 
newal rights when they become due. 
Alse that the writer is barred from 
again disposing of that renewal right. 





Sammy Kaye, whose band is cure 
rently at the Commodore hotel, N.Y., 
has introduced the bingo night for 
songpluggers. Latter can now as- 
sure themselves of five network 
plugs a week, providing theirs is the 
lucky ticket that plucked from the 
hat.. Kaye has made the game of 
getting plugs by the lotcery route. 
an added attraction for his Wednes- 
day celebrity nights. He hopes that 
the stunt will step up professional 
men attendance at these events. Also 
that other band leaders won't copy 
the idea. 

As each publisher’s rep enters the 
Commodore’s dine and dance room 
late Wednesday nights he’s handed 
a two-part ticket. He drops one- 


half in a hat and keeps the other 
half. At the initial drawing (30) 
Norman Foley, Witmark manager, 
matched the winning number. His 
reward was five plugs for any tunes 
he chose from his current list. The 
five would be played off within a 
week, three on CBS and two on 
WOR-Mutual. 


Would Curb ’Em 
On the heels of Kaye’s efforts to 
give the songpluggers some incen- 
tive for attending his soirees came 
the report last week that Walter 


| Douglas, chairman of the Music Pub- 


lishers Protective Association, was 
considering initiating an industry 
movement to curb the practice of 
‘celebrity night’ attendance, Doug- 
las, it was understood, proposed to 
call together the professional man- 
agers of member firms and suggest. 
that they as a unit agree to refrain 
from letting band leaders make at- 
tendance at such.events the neces- 
sary exchange for a plug. 


Douglas admitted last Friday (2) 
that the idea of instituting some 
taboo had oceurred, but that on sec- 
ond thought he decided that if any« 
thing was to be done in that direc- 
tion it would have to be through the 
publishers themselves. 


REFUGEES 
LEGAL MESS 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is unquali- 
fiedly barred from accepting refu- 
gee writers into its membership 
ranks unless releases are obtained 
from the foreign performing rights 
organizations to which they are 
bound by nationality or previous as- 
signments. ASCAP was so informed - 
last week in a letter from Rene 
Jeanne, secretary of the Internation- 
al Confederation of Authors and 
Composers, 


Jeanne explained that a special 
meeting had been called to decide 
on a policy for refugee writers and 
that the ruling of the gathering was 
that, if a composer or author sought 
to enter a foreign society, the latter 
must first inquire what society the 
applicant should belong to, by vir- 
ture of his nationality. It will be up 
to the newly sought alliance to ask 
the other society whether it would 
have objection to his becoming a 
member of his preferred organiza- 
tion. 

Under this ruling, even if a refu- 
gee writer in the United States has 
no foreign society allegiance, he is 
barred from joining ASCAP until 
he has become a citizen of his 
adopted country. As a member of 
the Confederation ASCAP is bound 
by its agreement, so that the only 
way that a refugee writer can get 
into the society is through the proc- 
ess of requesting releases. 

Jeanne also advised ASCAP that 








the same meeting ruled on the status 


of author and eomposer-members of 
AKM, the former Austrian perform- 
ing rights society. Since the Nazi 
government has made STAGMA, the 
Germany society, liquidator of AKM, 
anything pertaining to the latter's 
members would have to be taken up 
with STAGMA. 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Jack Gillette opened Thursday (1)! York, New Year’s Eve, and Woman's 


at Spanish Room of Henry Grady 


Hotel in Atlanta. Heard over WATL. 





Rudy Brown replaced Cliff Burt's | 


crew at Log Cabin Inn, Atlanta. 





Leon Belasco takes up the baton 
again after a brief fling as a film 
actor. 





Arthur Jarrett conducting the 
Phil Harris crew at Wilshire Bow! in 
Los Angeles while latter east with 
Jack Benny. 

Freddie Martin follows Rudy 
lee into Cocoanut Grove. Los 
geles, New Year’s eve for a 
- stand. 


An- 


long 





Blue Barron plays Paramount the- 
atre, N. Y., starting Dec. 7 before go- 


ing to Rice hotel, Houston, Jan. 9. | 


Returns to Edison hotel, N. Y., in 
March after one-niting south and 
west, 





Bob Horton set for Easton Hospital 
Charity Ball at Hotel Easton, Easton, 
Pa., Dec. 16; Blue Moon Cafe, New 

















| Claridge Hotel, 
| (8). 
| Hotel, Chi. New Year’s Eve, 


Val- 





Sweeping the Country 


From Walt Disney’s New Film 


“FERDINAND 
THE BULL” 


The Great Novelty Song 


Again the NUMBER ONE 
SONG in Performances, Sales 


and Phonograph 


“WHILE 
A CIGARETTE 
WAS BURNING’ 


By Charles and Nick Kenny 


AB 


MUSIC 
CORPORATION 
799 Seventh Ave., New York City 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mgr. 


Records 











| College of University of Delaware, 
| Hotel DuPont, Wilmington, Jan. 6, 





Emil Coleman wil! play the finals 








Band Bookings 











Eddie Rogers, hotel, 
Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 31. 
Cleve hotel, Dayton. 


Jimmy Richards, 


Syracuse 


of the MGM Waltz contest at the| Perry hotel, Toledo, O., Dec. 5, suc- 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y., Dec.| ceeding Chauncey Cromwell. 


12. Coleman will augment his regu- 


Gray Gordon records for Bruns- 


lar Sert Room crew with extras, | wick, Dec. 19, in New York. 


bringing it up to 30 pieces. 





Herbie Holmes goes into the 
Memphis tomorrow 
Edgewater Beach 


Opens at 


Richard Himber set for Worcester | 


date Christmas, starting at midnight 


Dec. 25. Booked by Frank Duffy, 
iwho is also bringing in Larry Clin-| 
Lon SUL, 

Four Counts, combo, headed by 


Harry Turner, current at A. & F. 
Cafe, Rapid City, S. D., and heard 
over station KOBH. Recently added 
two more men but still using same 
title, 





Arthur Humby, nephew of Alfredo 
Salmaggi and Duke Smith, guitar 


* | and piano, respectively, go to Car- 


louel Yacht club, Clearwater, Fla., 
for three months. 


Guido Salmaggi, singing son of the 


| maestro, Salmaggi. 





Paul Spor preemed at the Kin-Wa- 
Lows, Toledo, O., nitery, Dec, 3, for 
indef stay. Leader also runs a local 
theatrical agency in Toledo, 


Stuff Smith, currently theatre tour- 


ing for CRA, opens at La Salle ho- 
| tel, Chicago, Dec. 31. 





Jimmy Dorsey, Buddy Rogers and 


| Fletcher Henderson play for Hearst 


benefit at Chicago Stadium, Dec. 14. 





Gene Krupa making theatre ap- 
pearances at Tower, Kansas City, 


| Dec. 23 and Orpheum, Wichita, Kan., 
| Dec. 30, then returns to Coast for 
| Paramount film. 





Waldorf Astoria Hotel, N. Y. con- 


|tinues its new name band policy in | 
ithe Empire 
iLoma band following Benny Good- 


Room with the Casa 
man on Jan. 4. Goodman eixts to go 


into the Paramount, N. Y. Jan 3. 


| Hal Kemp, who has just been re- 
| signed ,for 

Shine 
| succeed the Casa Loma crew. 


his Griffin 
will 


Time and 


commercial, probably 
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The Song That Will Bring Back the Waltz... 
IRVING BERLIN’ 


WE’LL NEVER 


HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN SO SOON 


By Abner Silver, Edward Heyman and Sam Coslow 


ITS A LONELY TRAIL 


(When You're Travelin’ All Alone) 
By Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny and Vaughn De Leath 
s 
Now Ready by Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 


HAVE A HEART 


S 















/ IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 





HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


779 Seventh Ave. N. Y. 








Will work with | 





Al Apollon’s crew to Onondaga 
hotel, Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 12. 

Jay Mills, Edgewater Beach hotel, 
Chicago, Dec. 3, indef. 


Aristocrats of Rhythm, strollers, | 
| Dec. 18, Monteleone hotel, New Or- 
| leans, La., four weeks. 

Don Bestor, Rice hotel, Houston, 


Tex., Dec. 28 to Jan. 9. 


Jack Winston, Athens Club, Oak- 
| land, Cal., Dec. 16. 

Biltmore Boys, Lamar hotel, Hous- | 
ton, Tex., Dec. 11-31. 

Dick Barrie, Brown Palace hotel, 
Denver, Dec. 17. Current at Stat- | 


ler hotel, Cleveland, ‘till Dec. 11. 
Frank Dailey, Tampa _ Terrace, 
Tampa, Fla., Dec. 10. 
Bill Bardo, Schroeder hotel, Mil- 
waukee, Dec. 23, two weeks. 
Carl Ravazza, Utah hotel, 
hotel, 


Jack Hamilton, Statler 


Cleveland, Dec. 13. 
Jack Marshard, Statler hotel, De- 
troit, Dec. 6. 


MEN DESERT 
ROAD-EAGER 
SAVITT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 








Jan Savitt’s entire band, playing | 


at the Arcadia-International here, 
quit him on Saturday night to re- 
turn to KYW as the house crew, spot 


they’ve held for past several years. | and 


Exits Van | 


Commodore | 





——=2 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Publishers are watching the response to ‘I Found My Yellow Basket,’ 





the recently unveiled sequel to ‘A-Tisket, A-Tasket.’ 


Although followups 


to a hit almost never click, ‘A-Tisket’ was such a sockeroo the second 
section is being watched to see if it upsets the rule. 

Robbins published the initial nursery rhyme and didn’t want to take 
the second but was.forced to protect itself in the event it did click. 





Maurice Richmond’s Music Dealers Service, Inc., New York, has in- 
creased its capital stock from 270 shares, 150 preferred, $100 par value, 
and 120 common, no par value, to $50,000, $100 par value each. Papers 
filed with the Secretary of State at Albany by Leigh & Neckritz. 











Artie Shaw’s own composition, ‘Fantasy on the Blues,’ which the clari- 
net-maestro will contribute to Paul Whiteman’s jazz recital at Carnegie 


Hall, New York, on Xmas Day, will consume 12 minutes. 


It’s No. 2 to the 


unabridged Gershwin ‘Rhapsodie in Blue,’ 21 mins, 


Music Notes 


Dave Snell scoring ‘Burn "Em Up 


|O’Connor’ at Metro. 


Frank Waxman doing the scoring 


| job on Metro’s ‘Huckleberry Finn.’ 


Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco 


assigned to write several songs for | 


Bing Crosby in ‘The Star Maker’ at 


| Paramount, 
Salt | 
Lake City, U., Dec. 16, five weeks. | 


Ralph Kraushaar and Cy Feuer 
'scoring ‘Federal Man Hunt’ at Re- 
| public, 





Johnny Lang and Lew Porter sold 
their song, ‘Cactus Pete is Six Feet 
Under Ground,’ to Spectrum Pictures 


'for the Fred Scott western, ‘Code of 
| the Fearless.’ 





Freddie Packard’s band opened at 
La Rumba, L.A. nitery. 





Leon and Otis Rene wrote ‘Dusty | 


Road’ for Nelson Eddy in ‘Song ol 
the West’ at Metro. 


RENSSELAER AGREES 
TO USE ALL UNION 








’ Troy, N. Y., Dec. 6. 
Settlement of 

versy between Troy local, AFM, and 
officers of Rensselaer Poly classes 
fraternities enabled Bunny 


They objected to his projected plan | Berigan’s orchestra to play the In- 
for going on the road when the Ar- | terfraternity Conference ball in the | 


cadia engagement closes Saturday a 
week. Savitt opened last night 
(Monday) with an_ entirely 
band at the nitery. Vocalists Carlotta 


’87 Gymnasium (Dec. 2). After the 
union placed Institute dances on the 


Dale, Bon Bon, Three Toppers, and unit was the first card-holding one 
terper Jerry Taps stuck with him. | to play in a year. 
Under an agreement reached be- 
tween Troy local and the six fra- | 


He'll shortly start a swing through 
New England. Handled by Consoli- 
dated. 

Savitt’s exact standing at KYW is 
apparently in some doubt. Nathan 
Snader, who was acting director of 
music in his stead during the leave 
of absence, has been made director, 
Jim Begley, program director at the 
station, said Savitt is welcome back 
at any time, but must make up his 
mind whether he wants to remain 
or hop out on other jobs all the 
time. Substitute bands, Begley in- 
dicated, were unsatisfactory. Savitt’s 
contract with the outlet expires Jan. 
17. ‘We haven’t yet considered the 
question of renewing it’, Begley said. 

There was considerable wrangling 
at the Musicians’ Union as to the 
rights of Savitt’s men to walk out 
on him. It was finally decided that 
they had been contracted to play at 
the station and they could go back 
there if they didn’t choose to travel. 
Union originally granted the crew 
four weeks’ leave from KYW to fill 
the Arcadia date, but this was ex- 
tended by a proffer from Warner 
Brothers to play the Earle last week. 
Following the theatre engagement, 
Savitt went back to the Arcadia to 
fill out his four-week commitment 
there, 





NEW MUSIC FIRM FILES 
Albany, N. Y., Dec. 6, 
Paulbrook Music Corp. has been 
chartered here to conduct a general 
music publishing business in New 
York. Directors are: Paul Gewirtz, 
Martin Goodman and Fanne Smith. 
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Bernard L, Miller, filing attorney. 





ternities, the latter agreed to em- 
ploy only union bands. They had 
contended that rates and regulations 
made the cost prohibitive for house 
dances, College authorities kept out 
of the squabble. 


Berigan’s | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


a year-long contro- | 


new | blacklist, outside name bands were | 
|forced to reject dates. 


‘FIRE SALE PRICES’ 
AT ROOF BALLROOM 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 

Tom Devine, manager of the In- 
diana Roof Ballroom, turned oppor- 
tunist when a fire in the ventilator 
closed the Indiana theatre, in which 
his dance spot is located. While 
smoke also entered ballroom it was 
less serious than in theatre. Devine 
promptly put on a ‘fire sale’ to lure 
hoofers to the dance floor. 

Advertised special 25c¢ ‘fire 
prices.” Phil Emerton Diamonds is 
current orchestra. 


sale 








THE HOUSE OFT 

100.0 ‘A:T Ss 

~) = 
Presents 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT LOVE 


FORGET IF YOU CAN 


Watch Out For 
AMONG THOSE SAILING 


and 


PEPITO AND HIS VIOLIN 


as well as new announcements 
in this space every week. 




















OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


“Exactly Like You” 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. 

















WF 


PUBLISH 


All Ashore 


Billy Hill's Big- Ballad Hit 
You're the Only Star in 
_My Blue Heaven 


Gene 


\utry's Waktz Hit 


Just a Kid Named Joe 


Jerry Livingston and Mack David's Great Story Song 


Your Eyes Are Bigger 


Terry Shand, Jimmy 


RKO Building 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN. Pres 





Eaton's 
Rhythm Successor to “Lock My Heart” 


Shapiro, Bernstein & it PE 


50th Street & 6th Avenue, N. Y. 





Than Your Heart 


and Milton Berle’'s 


TONIE TAPS. Gen. Mar. 





AGAIN THE GREATEST CHRISTMAS HIT! 


Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town 


Words by HAVEN GBLLESPIE 


INC 





1629 BROADWAY 


Music by J. FRED COOTS 
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int Casino to Go Popular’ Tempo 





VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 








When It Reopens; Fischer Stays On 


With NTG’s Midnight Sun filing 
under the bankruptcy act, and Billy 
Rose removing his Casa Manana 
from the nitery field, the Interna- 
tional Casino, on Broadway, feels it 
has a better chance from now on. 
The newest and most lavish of the 


Broadway cabaret-theatres, which 
represents a $600,000 investment, 
folds its present show on Saturday 
(10), to reopen exactly two weeks 
hence with a refurbished revue, 

Clifford C. Fischer, present pro- 
ducer, who holds a 20-weeks’ con- 
tract, with more than 30@ yet unex- 
pired, will continue as impresario. 
He will revamp his revues, with an 
eye to less lavishness and ‘class,’ and 
more in the ‘popular’ idiom. Idea is 
to conform with a new $1.50-$2 scale, 
as against the present $2.50-$3.50 
minimums, with the checks averag- 
ing $4 a person. The stiff tariff is 
ascribed as a major cause for tepid 
business of late. 


Following huddles with Robert K. 
Christenberry, v.p. and general man- 
ager of the Hotel Astor, who is also 
director-general of the International 
Casino—put in there by the City 
Farmers Bank & Trust—it was de- 
cided Fischer continue producing the 
revues. 

The name band idea may be 
dropped, but Jay C. Flippen will 
come in as m.c., and the general 
tenor of the shows will be for pep 
and speed. Meantime, the present 
bands, Val Ernie, Vincent Travers 
and Eddy Brandt have been on no- 
tice and close Saturday (10). Ditto 
the show. Music Corp. of America 
will spot in the other dance combos, 
when the room reopens Dec. 24. 


Leon Leonidoff, the Radio City 
Music Hall stager, was talked about, 
to put on a succeeding show, al- 
though all sorts of policies and ideas 
have been suggested and discounted. 
These included a tabloidized ‘Sing 
Out the News,’ a tab ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ (Shuberts-Harry Kaufman), a 
George White show, and an Ear! Car- 
roll revue among others. 


Ben Bernie also was to have gone 
in with Leonidoff, since a name band 
idea was favored, but Music Corp. 
of America is trying to find a suitable 
combo that the spot can afford, for 
reopening Dec. 24. 

Otherwise, Fischer wanted to take 
his show and book it in the presenta- 
tion houses via MCA or William 
Morris agencies, both doing biz with 
Fischer in handling some of his at- 
tractions. This, despite the fact that 
Fischer also owns his own Interna- 


tional Theatrical Corp. The Paris and | 


London showman was to have sailed 

this weekend, but in view of present 

os sate he will not go until 
. 16. 


Union Backing Gives TA 
~ Confidence in Fighting 








Kids Mr. Dies 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 

Gypsy Rose Lee, in an inter- 
view over radio station WFBM, 
cracked to Ned de Fevre, an- 
nouneer, that she feared an in- 
vestigation by the Dies Com- 
mittee. 

Reason: She had ridden to 
the station in a red cab. 




















Kelly’s Chicago Benefit 





Mayor Frank Kelly, of Chicago, 
has this year again refused to per- 
mit the Theatre Authority to take 


15% of gross on his annual Xmas 
Benefit, due Dec. 21, with result that | 


TA has instructed every theatrical 


union within its group to refuse per- 


mission for use of their members. 
Last year, Kelly tried to evade the 
TA tax and was supported by James 
Petrillo, head of Chi’s musicians 
local. TA controls all benefits. 


TA in 1937 permitted the show . 


from the Chez Paree nitery in the 
Loop to appear at the show. It was 
the first time that the TA had tackled 
Chicago and circumstances forced 
the okay. This year, the group has 
full support of all unions, with pos- 
sible exception of the Chicago musi- 
cian local. — 

Barrett Hodes, corporation counsel 
of Chicago, a Kelly aide, left Chi- 
vago for the Coast this week to try 
and secure some film names for the 
benefit. Strong TA ties with Screen 
Actors Guild will also nick that at- 
tempt, according to TA. 


NVA’s Benefit, Elections 


National Variety Artists will run 
off its second annual benefit and its 
regular elections in February. 

Majestic theatre has been set for 
the show Feb. 19. Regular elections 








will be held following Sunday (26). | 


IN PHILLY 
SPOTS 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 





patrons, recently curbed as the re- 
sult of a drive by Department of La- 


bor and Industry inspectors, is °n/ st. Paul 


the increase again, Walter H. Mor- 
ley, chief inspector, declared yester- 
day (Monday). Only real ace in 
the hole, Morley said, is the com- 


plaint to the State Liquor Control | 


Board, which can revoke licenses. 


Morley said mixing is toughest of 
night club evils to cure because of 
the unwillingness of girls to co-op- 
erate. They are in constant fear of 
being prevented from getting other 
jobs. Invariably, when inspectors 
find them mixing they swear they 
are with personal friends, although 
seldom do they know their names. 


Another tough nut to crack is the 
problem of gals under age working, 
although Morley said he believes the 
kids have been pretty much elimin- 
ated by now. As soon as an inspec- 
tor becomes suspicious and demands 
a birth certificate, or other evidence 
of age, the femmes skip to another 
spot under another name. It is al- 
most impossible to keep up with 
them, he says. 





| 


| 


FIGHT ‘MIXING 


{business leaders. 





| The 7,500-seat Auditorium was little 


COAST’S $100,000 RINK 


New Westwoed Ice Gardens Preems 
With Fie Rito Music 








Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 

Tropical Ice Gardens, all-year out- 
door skating rink, with a scenic 
touch of Swiss chalets flanking the 
pond, gave out with its first refrig- 
erated extravaganza last week. Turn- 
out of 5,000 half filled the bleachers | 
and were kept warm by coffee and | 
blanket vendors. | 

Spectacle is tagged ‘St. Moritz Ex- | 
press’ and lacks the production 
of other ice shows in town. Ted Fio | 
Rito’s band pipes the tunes. Show is 
in for as long as it pulls. 

Layout represents investment of | 
around $100,000 made by Westwood 
Rink is open to 


public skating before and after the 
show. 





Henie in Nerthwest 
Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
St. Paul holds the doubtful dis- 
tinction of being the only city in 
which Sonja Henie and her ‘Holly- 
wood Ice Revue’ failed to sell - out. 


‘ |more than half-filled at each of the 
Mixing of gal entertainers with three performances. 


| Arena, as everywhere else, except | 
, the Henie show drew full | 
capacity and turned many away. | 
Scaled at $3.30 top, it grossed in ex- | 
cess of $26,000 for three night per- | 





However, here in the 5,200-seat | 


formances, 


More B’way Vaudeville 


Sam Briskman, Maurice Costello 
and Harold Goldman will convert 
the Continental theatre on Broadway 
into a four-a-day, popular-priced 
vaudfilmer Dec. 24. House has used 
foreign pictures since shuttering as 
a burlesque house last year. Brisk- 
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And 77B; Plans 


Bojangles in Pulpit 











Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
Bill Robinson, current at 
Nixon’s Grand here, stepped out 
of character Sunday night (4) 
to preside at the weekly meet- 
ing of the North Philadelphia 
Civic Forum at the colored Mc- 
Dowell Presbyterian church. 
‘We Negrces must not listen 
to the talk of communism or 
any other un-Americanism,’ he 
told the crowd of 400, before 
switching back to Bojangles 
and amusing them with his tap- 
ping on the pulpit and rendi- 
tion of ‘Don’t Say Good-bye to 
the Blackbirds’ 


PICON, TRAHAN 
HEAD CARD AT 
NEW VAUDER 


Kurt Robitschek’s delayed three-a- 
|day vaudeville will bow at the Am- 
| bassador, New York, Dec. 23, post- 
| poned from Nov. 27, when it was to 
| have opened at the Paladium, nee 
|B. S. Moss’ Broadway. New spot 
is a Shubert house and the Shuberts 
will split 60-40. Thus, Robitschek 
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Rose Says Union Demands on Casa 
Meant Diff of Successful Operation 


2-a-Day Vaudeville 


Cs 


Squabbling with the waiters union 
over a proposed wage hike—and an- 
other around April—Billy Rose’s 
threatened shutdown of his Casa 
Manana, New York, was at first 
suspected as being a tactical move to 
scare the union organizers into 
amelioration. However, expressing 
himself as foreseeing ‘two 7's and a 
B,’ which is Rose’s way of saying 
77B, ‘through the added overhead of 
$75,000 a year,’ the operator of the 
cabaret-theatre decided to abandon 
the nitery idea and shift his Casa into 
a straight vaudeville policy, twice 
daily, with a 15th show Saturday 
midnights. Scale $1.65 top; 99c. mats. 

That he isn’t kidding is emphasized 
by Rose in that he’s cancelled 
$60.000 worth of banquet business at 
his Casa, which, however, he's try- 
ing to salvage by shifting as much 
as possible into his new Diamond 
Horseshoe nitery, plus the fact that 
he’s réfusing New Year’s Eve reser- 
vations at the Casa, since there will 
be no night club policy there. In- 
stead, the straight vaudeville idea 
premieres New York’s eve, 

Waiters Local No. 16 demanded a 
30% wage increase and peremptori- 
ly stated that another would be de- 
manded in April, when all N. Y. 
niteries will be re-assessed anew, in 
anticipation of the bullish cafe biz 
|expected with the World's Fair in- 
| flux. 

Rose says his Casa payrolls 360 
people, half of whom belong to ‘serv- 
lice’ unions, and rather than be 
| bankrupted by union demands, he 
| decided on closing while he was still 
/on the crest of a hit. His vaudeville- 
ltype cabaret shows have been 
| money-makers and the current line- 








man is former operator of Casino, | peats Billy Rose’s new straight vaude | up tops them all, according to trade 


Brooklyn burley, also shuttered last 
Costello is not to be confused | 


year. 
with the former stage star of the 
same name. 

Program will be changed weekly, 
with permanent band and m.c. in- 
stalled. Will use a line of girls and 
acts besides films. A coffee bar in 
lobby is also planned. 





| girls, 


policy at the Casa Manana in by 
four days, as detailed elsewhere. 

Opening bill will be headed by 
| Molly Picon, Al Trahan, Steve Geray 
and Bernice Stone plus a line of 
Shows will hold over two to 
| four weeks, scale 50c to $1.50. 
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'standards and from Rose's b.o. per- 
| spective. 

Since he figures he has been selling 
vaudeville to a $4 average check— 
minimum was $2.50 and $3 on holi- 
days and Saturdays—he feels he can 
do likewise at $1.65 top, matinee and 
night, and keep his vaudeville shows 
running four to 10 weeks. 

Talent Preblem 
Rose realizes there’s a talent prob- 





| 


| lem, but feels that by not dissipating 


|\the talent too fast-—‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
ordinarily just a vaude unit, proves 
there’s a dearth of flesh shows—he 
can do all right, Whereas in yester- 
year two-a-day, a holdover of a Pal- 
ace headliner was a rarity, due to 
the fact that in Greater New York 
| there were dozens of vaudeville 
houses. Rose’s Casa would become 
the lone two-a-day vaudeville house 
in America. Kurt Robitschek’s simi- 
larly proposed policy (now pencilled 
in for the Ambassador, with a Shu- 
bert tieup) is three-a-day. 

Jack Pearl, Lupe Velez, Kitty 
Carlisle, Paul Haakon, Dixie Dun- 
bar, Duke McHale, Gypsy Rose Lee 
| are among people in view for the 
| preem of the new two-a-day. Rese 
| states he can also get picture people 
and others—Pearl and Miss Carlisle 
are among them—who heretofore ob- 
_ jected to working in a place where 
they must compete against the clat- 
ter of dishes and other distractions. 
Vincent Lopez will continue in the 
pit, with the new policy. 





Diamond Herseshoe 
Rose’s new nitery, the Diamond 
Horseshoe, patterned after the Jim 
Brady era, premieres Xmas night, 
and while he recognizes he must 
contend with labor demands in that 
venture, Rose feels he can do so by 
a more modest operation. Even 
(Continued on page 42) 


‘EJECT SOURPUSSES’ 
RECIPE FOR PARTY 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 

Buffalo’s cafe society invited to 
|watch a broadcast interview with 
, Elsa Maxwell over WKBW. Some 
| 200 persons took chairs in Studio 
One, while party-thrower went into 
_ Studio Two (much smaller) for a 
little rehearsal. When time for the 
broadcast approached and she saw 
there was no chair for her she said, 
‘Tl do it from that other studio— 
where I can sit down.’ Spectators 
then surged into smaller studio and 
audience stood while performer sat. 

Miss Maxwell gave as a recipe for 
a successful party, ‘If your guests re+ 
| fuse to have a good time, put them 
out at once.’ 
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Detroit's Upbeat in Auto Industry May 
Revive Vaude at Mich.; Fox Pic Snag 


Detroit, Dec. 6 , McGee Unit Does Big 
Resumption of vaude at United, $4,500 in Cedar Rapids 


Detroit’s Michigan theatre isn’t an | 
improbability anymore, although ac- | Chicago, Dec. 6. 
tual resumption may be far off. Spot, | : 3 
° : Vaude unit headed by Fibber Mc- 
howing hy. | 
which seats 4,000, has been showin bie cad Baty. -Chlende: seis bem | 
edy act, cracked all house attend- | 


duals for about six months. 
ance records in a two-day stand in 





With auto plani employment near- 
ang peak, biz generally here - ee Cedar Rapids over the past week- 
ing. Meanwhile, vaude situash at ad tt Gun Ciebaitin here 
the town’s only vaudfilmer, the Fox, © Dp ; 
is still up in the air. Spot has been 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








After going through a period of 


Night Club Reviews 








observation, these newcomers at the 
Will Rogers are given permish to be 
up: Joe Reynolds, Inell Guillory, Ted 
Graff, Patricia Wallace, Grace Mc- 
Donald, Anna Ball, Catherine Brody 
and Ann Sagen. 

Jerry Vogel sent candy to the fol- 
lowing institutions: Stony Wold, St. 
Marys, Raybrook, Franklin County 
and the Rogers. 

Peggy McCarthy, who 
around the Rogers till she got well, 


YUMURI, N. Y. 


Eliseo Grenet Orch, Don Mario, 
Ricardo Sandranel, Audrey Ely, 
Nena Montes, Los Marinos. 








Reopened earlier in the fall under 
the operation of Frank Martin, this 
cellar Latin nitery is now using two 
messed | bands, having added Eliseo Grenet’s 
| dance orchestra (8), recently arrived 

08 in New York from Cuban engage- 
here hello’ing the gang. iments. -Don Mario’s show band is 

Phil Wolf, of New York, ogling the | held over. 
lodge while visiting his frau, who’s| Grenet, writer of rhumbas, is also 
Rogersing. | broadcasting for WMCA, N. Y., twice 

| weekly. With Grenet working at the 





Played to more than $4,500. Unit | 
trying to line up sufficient strong was on a straight 50-50 deal. 
films for some time, to enable it to 
drop flesh in favor of straight pic- 
tures. However, upsurge in Deiroit 
biz may postpone action for some 
time, or for good. 





Shubert, Newark, Relights 


Shubert theatre, Newark, relights | 
Dec. 24 with a vaudfilm policy. 
House was shuttered most of last 
season, using only occasional road 
legits. It’s owned by the Prudential 
Life Insurance. Co. 

Opening bill will be built around 
Ben Bernie, with the second, New 
Year’s week show, consisting of a 
few acts currently at the Casa Ma-| 
nana, New York, including Abbott- | 
Costello and MHolland-Hart. Eddie 
Sherman is booking the house. 








| 
Moss Issues Ultimatum 


To Agent Permit Violators 


License Commissioner Paul Moss | 
called all agents to his office yester- 
day (Tuesday) for a final meeting 
on licensing and for discussion of | 
proposed agency legislation, includ- 
ing industrial, commercial and the-| 
atrical. 

Moss: declared those who are not | 
licensed-by the end of the year will | 
never be permitted one should they 
be apprehended for violation of the 
law. 

















WILLIE and EUGENE 


|'and Yolanda. 


| per week as contracted. 
|ment already paid their round-trip 
| fares. 





HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 
TOURING 


Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 














VELOZ-YOLANDA BOOKED 
FOR EUROPEAN DATES 


Not having gone abroad since 1930, 
Veloz and Yolanda are slated for 
Jack Harris’ London spot, Ciro’s, 
sailing this week. From there they 
go to Monte Carlo, etc. 

Dancers closed at Billy Rose’s | 
Casa Manana, New York, Saturday | 
night (3), two weeks ahead of the | 
rest of the show, which Rose is run- 
ning six weeks before going over 
into straight vaudeville 100%. 

Oshins and Lessy are due back 








|from Ciro’s, having curtailed their ‘| 


engagement suddenly. Team was | 
reported not having been paid in full | 
on its contract but had made a settle- 
ment with Earl Bailey, Music Corp. 
of America’s London. manager, who | 
booked them. MCA also books Veloz ! 





Oshins-Lessy Settle 


London, Nov. 22. 

Oshins and Lessy, who came over 
from America to play four weeks | 
at Ciro’s for Jack Harris, settled their 
differences with the management, 
who claimed they did not fulfil ex- 
pectations. He had wanted to cut 
their salary. 

Settlement involved team playing 
fortnight instead of month originally 
contracted, receiving salary of $500 
Manage- 





New Hearing on Act 
Rehearing of suit of Jack Miller 


jand Janet, skating act, against the 


Monte Carlo Casino, New. York 


Patricia Minter is one year older. 
She’s doing nicely. 
James Meehan now the official | 
mailman and guide at the iodge. 
Mrs. William Morris will be with | 
her gang of ‘children’ at Camp Inter- | 
mission soon, | 


Harry Layden, former Scotch | 


comic, reports from Hamilton, Scot- | as 


land. that he’s bedsiding Sir Harry | 
Lauder, who’s not feeling so well. | 


Joseph Vaughey, of Denver, ex- 
Shubert p.a., has licked pneumonia. | 


Sophie Tucker sends her greetings. 
(Write to those who are iil.) 


e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











| 

Only eight acts at the N. Y. Palace, | 
but Nora Bayes was doing. 37 mins., | 
Wilkie Bard a like time and Cissie | 
Loftus 28. Bard, English comic, was 
making his first appearance in four | 
years, but they remembered him. | 


Mabel McKinley, after several | 
years on the concert stage, came! 








jand Los Marinos, 


piano, his outfit includes two clari- 
nets, two guitars, a bass fiddle, a 
hand drum and a trumpet. Orches- 
tra is likely te draw here, with 


Grenet being well known among the 


Latins. 
New show also includes Ricardo 
Sandranel and Audrey Ely, who 


work singly and together. . Former 
is a Mexican tenor. who specializes 
in numbers of his homeland, while 
Miss Ely, a tall, attractive mezzo so- 
prano, does operatic and lighter 
classical numbers. Both played only 
one club engagement prior to coming 
here, both out of town. Miss Ely 
has:a good voice and technique. 
Mario,’ who doubles as director of 
the show band for m.c.’ing, is doing 


| less chatter than he did previously. 


Nena Montes, single Spanish dancer, 
team, are hold- 


;overs.. Both acts have improved 
vastly. Club specializes in Cuban- 
| Spanish food. Char. 


PERSIAN ROOM 


(HOTEL PLAZA, N. Y.) 





Morton Downey, Maurice & Cor- 
doba, Eddy Duehin Orch, Don De 
Vodi Orch. 





Morton Downey .is the new lumi- 
nary at the Persian Room and a sur- 





| is something 
jamong cafe and hotel maitre a@’hotels. 


back to vaude at the Riverside, N. Y.,| prisingly socko cafe interlude. Com- 
and declared to be better than ever. |ing back on the heels of favorable re- 
Capitalized the fact she was a niece {ports from the Cocoanut Grove at the 





nitery, for breach of contract, will 
be heid in Municipal court, N. Y., 
today (Wednesday). 

Act won default judgment last 
week when nitery operator failed to 
show in court. Defendants later en- 
tered plea to reopen case, which 





was granted. Act was awarded $150. 








The KIDOODLERS 








Radio’s Sensational 
Toy Instrumental 
Kwartette 


Sundays — Mondays — Wednesdays — Fridays on NBC 
Kurrently at the 


New York PARAMOUNT Theatre 








Management NBC ARTISTS BUREAU Personal: SHERRY ALLEN 





of the late President. 





American Roof audience growing 
worse than the old Colonial gallery | 
had ever been. Just in to have a 
good time, and the acts didn’t mat- 
ter. Getting worse all the time. 


Hotel Ambassador, Los Angeles, he’s 
a zestful song purveyor as he self- 
accomps at the grand _§ piano. 
Downey has heretofore been identi- 
fied primarily with the mike and the 
rostrum, although not altogether a 
stranger in a cafe. 

There’s something about the Per- 
sian Room’s class aura that has 








Joe E. Howard has a production 
act at Keith’s Boston, with Ethelyn 
Clarke, eight line girls, three musi- 
cians and James J. Morton. Morton 
stole the show with his ad libbing. 





Nazimova getting by at the Chi. 
Palace with her new sketch. Pre- 
vious offering regarded as too hot. 





Harry Jolson was stopping the 
show at the Hillstreet, L. A. Work- 
ing with an audience plant who was 
a pretty good singer, too. 





Frisco complaining that Fannie 
Brice was doing in the ‘Follies’ part 
of the act she saw him do on the 
Coast. Miffed about it. 





Four Coast studios offering the 
‘guaranteed cost’ plan. Made an es- 
timate on studio costs. If too low, 
studio stood the loss To attract indie 
production from N. Y., but it didn’t 
work, 





Roadshowing ‘Scaramouche’ 


day basis not so hot in Canadian 
houses of Allen circuit. People 


lar pic houses. 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers reached an 
impasse with the M.P.T.O.A., and 
negotiations were dropped. ASCAP 
got ’em later. 





Hazel Dawn canceled on the Keith 
time after her showing at the Alham- 
bra, N. Y. Turn was regarded as too 
suggestive. 








| Sol Bloom sworn in as a member 

| of the House of Representatives. Im- 

| mediately ‘introduced two bills to 

‘abolish theatre taxes. Admission tax 
and seat tax. 











MINOR and ROOT 


EL RIO CLUB, NEW YORK 


Mineralava finally held the finals 
,in its Valentino beauty contest. At- 
| tracted about half a crowd to the 
Garden. 





| 
| ; 
| Ben Bernie getting out a four-page 
, paper about Ben Bernie, the band, 
and Ben Bernie. Mostly about Bernie, 





' but regarded as a good plug. 








and ! 
‘Covered Wagon’ on a two-show-a- | 


would pay $1.50 in regular theatres, 
but not the upped price in the regu-° 


made many a standard act flinch. In- 
| stead of bowing to its austerity, how- 
jever, Downey is doing a surprise 
stunt of injecting an al fresco atmos-~ 
| phere, a good idea. Anything goes 
to make a room unbend if okay b.o. 
and it’s something extra at the Hotel 
Plaza. 

For the rest, the show is standard. 
Maurice and Cordoba are back with 
their class ballroomology. including 








an original terp routine they cal] the 
Mauroba, coined from their billing, 
Team is impeccable sartorially and, 
fortified with the basic terp appeal, 
they’re ae acceptable. 

Eddy uchin’s dansapation, of 
course, is not only something -that 
seems to go with the Persian Rouom’s 
lease, but it’s as zingy as ever. 
Duchin is a dandy personality up 
front, maestroing and m.c.ing. Don 
De Vodi is the alternate combo for 
the Latin rhythms. Duchin has re- 
furbished his band a bit; but it’s still 
effective, including. that perky trum- 
pet. Paul, who has been some 30 
years at the door, still watches over 
his baby, the Persian Room. 

His devotion to the maintenance of 
a certain standard in decorum, de- 
portment and patronage of the PP. 
that’s been a. saga 


It’s a great human-interest story. 
There’s also an answer somewheres 
as to why seemingly aloof head- 
waiters must maintain that stand- 
offishness in order to preserve cer- 
tain ‘amenities. Sometimes they 
stand off with the wrong people, and 
the hammers come out, but their bat- 
ting average on human values is not 
bad, everything considered. Abel. 


MUSIC BOX, FRISCO 





San Francisco, Dec. 1. 
Sally Rand, Dora Maugham, Alan 


| Carney, Three Nonchalants, Flower 





and Paul. 
Sally Rand,. plus fan and bubble 
dances, heads the ‘Star Studded 


Revue’ at the Music Box. Running 
more than an hour opening night, 
the dinner show started Miss Rand’s 
four-week engagement at this his- 
toric spot with a bang. 

Miss Rand is the biggest. name to 
play a local nitery since Gus Van 
held forth at the Bal Tabarin about 
a year ago. Entire production, which 
is one of the bést to hit a local cafe 
in sometime, was conceived and 
staged by Miss Rand. Lack of re- 
hearsal time. (Miss Rand came. here 
directly from Los Angeles, where 
she had an engagement at the Bilt- 
more hotel) snagged her opening 
dinner and supper shows slightly but 
that ‘undoubtedly will be corrected 
with playing. 

During the gpening dinner show 
Miss Rand did the fan dance. At the 


(Continued on page 42) 














JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 








“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 























Arthur Pryor, Roger 


| And to 


Association 


|| | Give My Thanks 





Joe Biviano, Fred Waring, Carol Weyman, 


Mennen, Johnny Farrel, and Vaughn De Leath 


Who guested with the “Troubadorables” at the 
World’s Fair Auto Show 


Ralph Ebbert, George Hulbert, Ferde Grofe. 
| Douglas Campbell, Grover Whalen, Bill Steinke. 
Nick Kenny, Charles B. Driscoll, George Podeyn, 
Henry Dagand, Miss Ethel, Inc., and the Brook- 
lyn and Long Island Automobile 


For their Cooperation 


Sweet, J. Fred Coots, Joe 


Dealers 


EDGAR CARVER 


























CARL 


rhanks to SAM KRAMER 


SIMPSON 


HUMANETTES 
ORIGINATORS OF 


Manipulating Marionettes in Full View of the Audience 
is Week—Tivoli Theatre, Metbourne, Australia 


Direction—MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
Western Theatres Rep., SAM ROBERTS 
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FAMOUS FOR SHOW 
MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOBSON’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


AMERICA’S SMARTEST THEATRE RESTAURANT 


Delaware 3434 CHICAGO 
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| Gags That Break 


Honorable-Society-of-Weary-Newspaper-Critics-Assigned-to-Cover- 
the-Earle-Theatre, at its regular meeting in the lobby of the Earle 
Jast Friday (2), unanimously adopted a vigorous resolution against 
three gags repeated regularly at the house each week. Better break 
was promised all acts which forego them. Resolution called on 
Variety to call official attention to the tabus for the general good 
of the cause and the particular benefit of the HSWNCACET, which 


is compelled to listen to them. 
WPA worker joke. 
his shovel handle.’ 


ing pictures? 
and one like this (profile).’ 


row they hear it. 
‘From whom?’ ‘From my wife.’ 


triplets.” 


truck-driving, acting, etc., etc. 





First isn’t one gag, but a whole general classification, ie. the 
For example 
‘Just read that a WPA worker broke his neck. Termites ate through 


No. 2 on the nix list goes like this: ‘Where’ve you been?’ 
Hollywood.’ ‘What were you doing there?’ 
I didn’t know that.’ 


Then there’s the third repeating itch. 
ever, on this that its touch of blueness makes it good for a few 
chuckles from the Earle audience no matter how many weeks in a 
It goes: ‘What have you got there”’ 


Straight man then congratulates the stooge, until he learns 
that the fellow is out of work. Taking an interest in the sad case, 
he asks him what he can do, enumerating jobs like ditch-digging, 
Guy can do none of them. Finally, 
in desperation, the s.m. asks, ‘Well, what 
doesn’t say a word, Just hands him the telegram. 


the Critics Backs 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 


(this is one of the better ones): 


‘In 
‘Making pictures.’ Mak- 
‘Sure, one like this (full-face) 


It must be admitted, how- 


‘A telegram.’ 


‘What does it say?’ ‘She just had 


can you do?’ Stooge 








MPLS. CLAMPS 
DOWN ON CAFES 


Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 


The lid has been clamped on here 
again against gambling and curfew 
violations. Surprise raids, engi- 
neered by a citizens’ committee, with 
the assistance of the sheriff's office, 
revealed several elaborately equipped 
gambling houses and numerous 
gambling devices in a number of 
night clubs and beer parlors. Only 
one arrest was made. 


While the heat is on, all night clubs 
are laying low once more. It’s a 
periodic occurrence here, although 
most of the time during the past 
several years the town has been wide 
open. 

Even most of the more pretentious 
niteries, with floor shows, claim they 
can’t exist unless they disregard the 
1 a.m. closing law and continue sell- 


ing liquor without time restrictions. 
Seana 


FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 
PARADISE CAFE 
NEW YORK 
Exclusive Management 


SHERWOOD & MATHEWS 
Direction: INGALLS & DAVIES 























ROBINSON TWINS 


NOW 
PALACE 
MILWAUKEE 














DIAMOND BROTHERS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











MOUNT ROYAL 
LONDON 


That's All 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 











REORGANIZED H’WOOD 





The Hollywood Restaurant, New 
York, reopens tonight (Wednesday) 
after numerous delays and an exten- 
sive-face lifting. Spot, in 77B since 
last spring, was scheduled for an 
October opening. Refurbishing in- 
cludes the addition of a street floor 
bar made possible by the elimina- 
tion of a drugstore directly under- 
neath. The Hollywood Deck runs 
through from Broadway to Seventh 
avenue, the facade at each end built 
in steamship style, including port- 
| holes, ete. 
| Opening bill includes no names. 
| Spot will have four bands, Talent 
|comprises Bob Russell, singer; Pep- 
/per January, swingstress; Hal and 
Honey Abbott, dance team; Baby 
| Alyce, acro; the Collegiate Sextet, 
| dance group a la shag, and a girl line 
of 12 or 14. Latter is exclusive of 
showgirls. Bobby Sanford is produc- 
ing. Initial production set to stay 
about three months except for occa- 
| sional act turnovers. 
| Band situation produced a squab- 
ble over which crew was to be fea- 
itured. It finally had to be ironed 
‘out by Local 802. Lee Shelley and 
Seger Ellis head the bands, latter 
‘featuring Irene Taylor, vocally, 
/plus a new ‘choir of brass’ style. 
|Shelley is supposed to have been 
| the first band signed, which, accord- 





‘ing to union rules, automatically 
made it the featured band. Now 
Ellis is squawking. The Rimacs, 


Latin string outfit, also will cut in for 
part of the show. Red Stanley’s 
small unit will give out from the 
downstairs Deck. 





Report Gypsy Rose to Quit 
Unit This Wk.; Set for N.Y. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 
| Gypsy Rose Lee, appearing cur- 
| rently at the Indiana theatre here, 
heading ‘Hollywood to Broadway’ 
unit, is reported to be leaving show 
/at end of engagement Thursday (8). 
She claims to be considering an 
offer to appear in a New York show, 
also an opportunity to go to England. 











Miss Lee’s unit is scheduled to fold 
Dec. 16 after its week at the Shubert, 
Cincinnati. It will have completed 
eight weeks since it started from the 
Coast. 

William Morris office has booked 
| Miss Lee solo into Loew’s State, New 
| York, early next month. Also likely 
| that Jack Durant, now with the unit, 
| will play a single at State shortly. 


Vodery Chartered 


Albany, Dec. 6. 

Will Vodery’s Artists Corp. has 
'been chartered to conduct a thea- 
trical business in New York, Capital 
stock is $10,000, $100 par value. 

Directors: Will H. Vodery (holder 
of 28 shares), Harry Vodery and 
Dorothy Godoze (owners of one 
share apiece), all of N. Y. 


PRYOR 














AND HIS ORCHESTRA . 


Lyric, Indianapolis—NOW 


MANAGEMENT M. C. A. 





REST. PREEMS TONIGHT 


PHILLY EMA, KELLY, 
FEUD ON AUDITIONS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 6. 


Smoldering feud between the En- 
tertainment Managers Assn., booker 
group, and Tom Kelly, biz agent of 
the newly organized American Fed- 
eration of Actors local, flared into 
the open yesterday (Monday) over 
which group would audition acts. 

Several weeks ago, Florence Ber- 
nard, prez of EMA, announced her 
group would provide space in a 
downtown hotel one Sunday night a 
month where all agents could audi- 
|tion acts. Kelly Thursday (1) de- 
}clared he wouldn’t allow. any AFA 
;members to show up. He’d hold au- 
ditions of his own, he announced, to 
| which cabaret owners, buyers of the 








|acts, would be invited. Miss Ber- 
| nard, meantime, had already invited 
the cabaret owners, which burned 


| Kelly still more. 
| Kelly said he doesn’t want the 
EMA to run the auditions because ‘it 
won’t give an act the proper break, 
nor will they provide proper settings 
and surroundings. “There’s no human 
side to an agent,’ he declared. ‘All 
they’re interested in is their 10%.’ 

Meantime, Kelly held a confab 
with the Night Club Owners Assn. 
Wednesday (30) on closed shop 
agreements. All hesitated being the 
first to sign and another meeting is 
skedded for tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Miss Bernard will also address it. 
Kelly threatens pickets around every 
spot that doesn’t come through with 
an agreement tomorrow. 


NITERIES SKID 
ON THE COAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Nitery biz here has hit the skids 
and operators are worried. They 
concede that the interval between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s is al- 
ways a low ebb but this year the 
drop has been alarming. Those who 
can weather the depresh are hang- 
ing on for the holiday killing but 
the mortality rate after that is ex- 
pected to be the most severe in 
years. 

Hardest hit are the dens in the 
county strip, that territory between 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills. Un- 
less the gay blades air out their 
bankrolls after the year’s turn the 
shutters will go up on a dozen spots. 

No one seems able to put a finger 
on the cause of the slump other than 
the stock reasons—too many and fed 
up. Even the elimination of couvert 
charges and minimums has not 
given any encouragement. 

Earl Carroll unveils his theatre- 
restaurant here Christmas. night. 











Balte Niteries Hit 
Baltimore, Dec. 6. 

Local niteries taking it on the chin 
with most of them holding on hope- 
fully for possible New Year’s Eve 
tilt. Sam Lampe’s Two O’Clock 
club has been weathering depression 
well along with the 12-year-old 
Oasis, downtown spot operated by 
‘Sheriff’ Max Cohen. Lampe has 
John Steele heading current show, a 
repeat. Recent change in local law 
setup has police strictly enforcing 2 
a.m. curfew, with many spots feeling 
loss of late take badly. Intimate spots 
and hotel cocktail rooms, with no 
show and soft music, holding up in 
good style. 


AFA-N. Y. THEATRES 
MEET TODAY (WED.) 


Meeting of representatives of the 
American Federation of Actors and 
the New York theatre labor com- 
mittee, headed by C. C. Moskowitz, 
of Loew’s, is scheduled for today 
(Wed.) to discuss demands of AFA 
for organization of N.Y. houses using 
stage talent. 

Indications are that the AFA wants 
a guild shop, plus a $60 minimum 
for all artists. 











Bob Crosby Booked For 
2 Weeks at N. Y. Par 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Bob Crosby’s orchestra set for two 
weeks at the Paramount, New York, 
starting Jan. 27. 

Crosby last week finished week in 
the Chicago here following long stay 
in the Blackhawk nitery. He's now 
on the road. 











a 


Det. Theatre Converts late Nitery: 
2 Philly Cafes Open, Other Spots Off 





225 WEEKS IN MONTREAL 


Atterbury Spoofers Move on te Del- 
monico’s, Miami 








Montreal, Dec. 6. 

Henry Atterbury Players, dra- 
matic stock company doing burlesque 
versions of old-fashioned mellers, 
close at the Chez Maurice Saturday 
(10) after 225 weeks in Montreal. 
Company was originally at the Co- 
rona hotel, later moving to the club. | 

Players are booked into Al Del- | 
monico’s new restaurant in Miami, | 
Fla. 


' 
; 
| 
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NIGS MIDNIGHT 
SUN CABARET 
INREORG 


| 





| 
—— | 


Nils T. Granlund (NTG), as presi- | 


dent of the Swedegran Restaurant, | 
Inc., which operates the Midnight |} 
Sun, the Broadway nitery which a 
few months ago moved into the spot 
formerly occupied by the Frolics 
cabaret in the Winter Garden build- 
ing, on Saturday (3) filed a petition 
in N. Y. Federal Court for permis- 
sion to carry out an arrangement | 
with creditors under Section 323 of | 
the Bankruptcy Act. The petition | 
lists the debts of the corporation at 
$38,721, exclusive of contingent 
debts, rent, due bills, etc., of $68,720. 
Assets are placed at $28,401. 

In his request Granlund informs | 
the court that creditors are willing | 
to receive 45% on their bills, the 
payments to be split up monthly, 
starting Feb. 1, provided the cor- 
poration is permitted to carry on 
the business. It is pointed up in the 
application that the corporation was 
obligated to a five year lease of the 
premises beginning Sept. 19 last. The 
lease calls for $10,000 rent the first 
year; $12,000 for the second and 
$13,500 for each of the remaining 
years. Most of the salaries due to 
the chorus girls, musicians, waiters 
and other employees have been paid, 
the petition says. 

NTG is working out a deal with 
the Dreier hotel chain to double the 
nitery show at his Midnight Sun into 
the Silver Ballroom of the Capitol 
hotel, N. Y., on New Year’s Eve. He 
also has concluded a deal with opera- 
tors of the Merry-Go-Round, New- 
ark, N. J., nitery, to produce shows 
regularly for them, starting Dec. 15. 








Del Courtney’s orchestra, being 


picked up by WGY for NBC, now | 


has in support at the Rainbo Room 
of the New Kenmore Hotel, Albany, 
the dance team of Ruthenia and 
Malcolm, Ruth Wayne, blues singer, 
and Philis Dare, novelty terper. 








GENERAL EXECUTIVE 





Detroit, Dec. 6. 

Downtown theatre, erstwhile RKO 
showcase here, will be converted 
into Detroit’s first theatre-restaurant, 
opening Dec. 26. New Downtown 
Casino Corp., capitalized at $50,000 
by local business men, will be 
headed by Sidney R. Berman as 
managing director. 


Planned to seat around 2,000 on 
lower floor of theatre, which has 
been dark for past couple of years. 
Balcony, with 1,200 seats, will re- 
main as is for time being as a spec- 
tators’ ga 


llerw 
Je 


Differing from the French Casino 
(N. Y.) idea, and following the suc- 
cessful plan inaugurated at West- 
wood Gardens here several years 
ago, new Downtown Casino will have 
general admish of 50c with payee 
having privilege of spot rest of eve- 
ning without further charge. 


Spot will highlight name bands, 
specialty acts, two one-hour shows 
nightly, and weekly change of bill. 
Weekly budget will run around 
$5,000. Present stage of theatre will 
be extended into a circular-daised 
floor, with dancing room for about 


| 700 couples. Plan is to shutter Casino 


during July and August each year. 





2 New Philly Cafes 
Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
Despite low biz in Philadelphia 


| niteries this season, two new ones 


entered the lists during the past 
week. One is Chez Cherie, in the 
Hotel Majestic, operated by Jack 
Alexander, caterer at the hostelry. 
Other is the Shipdeck, opened by 
Charles Kessler, a real estater. 

Club Africana, opened a little over 
a month ago by Mrs. Harvey Lock- 
man, has switched from Negro to 
white entertainment. Only reason 
given for Africana’s shift was dif- 
ficulty in getting sufficient number 
of good Negro acts. With several 
spots now specializing in this type of 
show, and Nixon’; Grand opening, 
too, for colored shows, price on the 
talent is understood to be Soaring. 


BERLE, GRACIE BARRIE 
SET FOR CHI’S CHEZ 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Milton Berle has been set into the 
Chez Paree here, starting Dec. 23. 
Likely that Berle will stick there 
for seven weeks. . 
Gracie Barrie also on the bill. 
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PROTECTION OK 
GIVEN YANKEE 
ACTS IN RIO 


D’Aguair Mendonca, U. S. rep of 
the Casino Balreario da Urca, Rio | 
de Janeiro, returned to New York | 
Thursday (1) after a five-week visit | 
to Rio, where he investigated charges 
that U.S. acts were being buffeted 
around. He returns with full power 
of attorney and will devise new con- 
tract to insure full protection to both | 
act and buyer so there will be no 
duplication of chiseling that has 
sometimes occurred in the booking 
here. 

Now that Urca, whose manage- 
ment also operates other casinos in| 
Brazil, has established its own office | 
in N. Y., it’s believed U. S. act ex-| 
ports to Rio will be favored more. | 
Mendonca had only been in U. S. a) 
month recently when he returned to | 
Rio to get lowdown on beefs ema- 
nating from this end. 

He has already set Kenneth Lane | 
and Edith Carroll, shag dancers, | 
for date at the Urca, opening Dec. | 
15. Pair, agented by Charles Allen | 
office, sailed from N. Y. Saturday | 








(3) for Rio. They will be followed | Originally the Earl Carroll theatre. 


by The Bryants, who sail Dec. 31, | 


opening Jan. 15. 


MAXINE SULLIVAN'S 3D 
ENCORE AT COAST CAFE: 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 

Maxine Sullivan, who headlined | 
Stanley show last week, is heading | 
to Hollywood by way of Chicago, 
where she stops off next week (14) 
for month’s stay at Colony club. 
From there she goes back to Phil 
Selznick’s cafe on the Ccast for her 
third engagement at that spot. 

Sepia swing songstress will re- 
sume her CBS sustainers from film 
place, where couple of’more pictures 
have been lined up for her. Gal’s 
first two flickers, ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
(Par) and ‘Going Places’ (WB), are 
still to be released. 


Buster West, Lucille Page 
To Sail for Anzac P.A.s 


Buster West and Lucille Page will 
sail for Australia Jan. 18 to open a 
tour of the Tivoli circuit. 

Open in February at the Tivoli 
theatre, Melbourne. 


Swarts. Serves Year, 
Freed in Manslaughter 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 
William Swarts, former manager of 
the swank private Mounds gambling 
club, was released last week from 
Ohio Penitentiary, where he served 
the minimum of a 1-to-20-year sen- 




















Tom Patricola, Clyde Hager, 4 Man- 


| revue 
avy ue. 


sail this week. The Elderblooms 
(11), from the Coast, are added 
starters. 

An intensive rebuilding job is 





Casa’s Vaude 
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though scaled at $1 minimum, the 
capacity of the Horseshoe, in the 
basement of the Paramount hotel, 
makes it possible. Frank Libuse, 


ginis, Della Lind (moved over from 
the Casa, where she’s current), Eliz- 
abeth Murray, Emma Francis, Willie 
Solar, Fritzi Scheff, Joe E, Howard, 
Harry Armstrong and Noble Sissle’s 
orchestra comprise the show. 

A cavalcade of yesteryear New 


York, embracing Rector’s, Steve 
Brodie’s, Ziegfeld Roof and Delmon- 
ico’s, is the theme of the Horseshoe 
Miss Lind will personate 
Lillian Russel therein, and the vet- 
erans, Misses Scheff, Murray, Francis 
and Howard, will participate. 
Present Casa show folds Dec. 17. 
For this and next week, Jack Hol- 
land, June Hart, replaced Veloz and 
Yolanda, who dropped out because 
of prior London commitments. They 


necesary before Dec. 31, in order to 
put back 1,750 seats into what was 


Of these, 1,000 are on the lower floor. 
When Clifford C. Fischer and his as- 
sociates took over the house for their 
French Casino (now the Casa), they 
ripped out the seats and put in tables 
and chairs. 


The large stage apron, under-built 
with cement, must now be ripped out. 
This was the dance floor as well as 
the rostrum for the artists. The 
bars upstairs and dcwn will remain, 
but only for soft drinks since ABC 
regulations forfend serving liquors 
in theatres. 





Frank Fay’s Vaude 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Frank Fay has been signed to head 
a Shubert-backed vaudeville show at 
the Cort, New York. Harry Delmar, 
who will produce, left for Broadway, 
Saturday (3), to line up the prelimi- 
naries. Venture is called the Frank 
Fay Vaude Show. 

Shubert financing of Fay is be- 
lieved to stem from their successful 
backing of Olsen and Johnson in 
Broadway's current boxoffice leader, 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ at the Winter Garden. 





Cort theatre opened Saturday (3) 

with ‘American Landscape’ a legit at- 
traction. Arrangement calls for the 
show remaining indefinitely. Fay 
used the house several years ago for 
Sunday night vaude shows. 
Another Shubert house which may 
be used instead is the 46th St. which 
originally had ‘Hellzapoppin.’ That 
spot gets ‘Blossom Time’ around the 
holidays. and will be cut-rated, but 
engagement is not expected to be ex- 
tended. 








tence for manslaughter. 

Swarts was sent up for the first- 
degree slaying of his one-time body- 
guard, Harry (Champ) Joyce, which 
occurred behind a downtown hotel 
in May, 1936. At his trial he testified 
he was carrying a payroll of $2,250 
and shot Joyce, not knowing who he 
was, when attacked from behind. 

State attempted to prove that he 
shot the muscleman in the back 
when the latter was about 15 feet 


away. 
, o 
EMA’s Shindig 

Fifth annual entertainment and 

dance of the New York Entertain- 

’ ment Managers Assn., booker group, 
held at the Capitol hotel, N. Y., 
Thursday night (4) saw the first 
public slam at the recently formed 
Associated Entertainment Directors 
by the EMA. Shindig was attended 
by about 1,700, who saw 35 acts, 
performing gratis for managers. 
About 10 acts were turned away be- 
cause show ran too late. 

Event was well attended by mem- 
bers of out-of-town EMA groups. 
First time these were represented at 
a N. Y. EMA affair and was move 
to cement relations for formation of 
national association. Latter move was 
not completed, as expected, at meet- 
ing earlier in the afternoon, but an 
organizing committee, headed by 
Howard Wheeler, was formed. 

AED, which stemmed from the 
EMA, forming about six weeks ago, 
will tender its first social event 
Feb. 12. 





Burlesque Review 
CASINO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. 
‘Stripes & Stars’ unit with Al Gol- 
den, Diana Logan, Max Coleman, 
Boots Burns, Benita Francis, Frank 
Penny, Saul Fields, Allene Dale, 
Sam Gould, house line (16), 








This is probably the best enter- 
tainment the peel wheel has sent 
around so far this season. Not al- 
ways out of burley’s upper drawer, 


but compared to some of the earlier 
units, it’s almost Ziegfeldian in 
stature. : 

Production itself is above average 
in sets and costumes. Chorus looks 
as if it actually feels that pep and 
vigor aren’t criminal offenses, and 
comedy is in a consistently smart 
vein. That can be attributed in the 
main to the presence of Al Golden, 
one of the better heads in the biz and 
a fellow who’s surer of himself since 
those Rudy Vallee broadcasts with 
Rags Ragland last summer. Golden 
came up as a straight man, and he’s 
still doing that, but branching out at 
the same time and snagging some 
laughs for himself. 

In that department, he has for his 
chief accomplices Max Coleman, 
Hebe vet, and Frank Penny. Cole- 
man’s stuff smacks a bit too much of 
the common and routine, but Golden 
manages to achieve a nice balance 
with him without cutting in too 
much. Skits are of the customa 
timber, but Golden wisely sees to it 
that the emphasis on dirt is never too 
pronounced. He’s added a little nov- 
elty punch to the usual, working 
from the audience occasionally, 


Nitery Reviews 
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supper show she did the bubble. 
Dora Maugham, vaude _ oldtimer, 
made her reappearance in this coun- 
try after several years abroad. Both 
Miss Maugham and the Three Non- 
chalants have worked with Miss 
Rand __s before. Miss Maugham’s 
risque monologs are a bit surprising 
from one of her silver-haired, rather 
refined appearance. Her stories and 
character impressions ring the bell. 
The Nonchalants, excellent tum- 
bling team with amusing patter, are 
well received. Dancers Flower and 
Paul, teamed for the first time, have 
plenty to offer. Both are former bal- 
let dancers. “The Martinique,’ with 
Flower and Paul as “The Lovers’ and 
the Dou-Dou Girls doing the Biju, 
is one of the high spots. 

M. c. Alan Carney was somewhat 
lost in the shuffle when caught. 
Later, he has his chance in ‘The 
Things They Do in Hoilywood,’ dur- 
ing which he impersonates screen 
celebs, his Charles Laughton and 
Lionel Barrymore being especially 
good. Some of his stories in ‘Cari- 
catures’ are a bit too blue. 

The nine gals in Miss Rand’s line 
are lookers and capable. Milt. 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 
This class spot in the Ralph Hitz 
Hotel Nicollet has Bill Carlsen band 
featured. Crew has two vocalists, a 
¢omedy trio and ballroom team, plus 
instruction by the Arthur Murray 
dancers to round out one of the least 
pretentious shows offered here. _ 
Carlsen’s 14-piece band is undis- 
tinguished, with nothing in the way 
of outstanding arrangements. How- 
ever, it plays well enough for danc- 
ing, which is most important here 
since most of the customers come for 
that purpose. With strings predom- 
inating, band confines itself almost 
entirely to sweet music. 
Paul Skinner ballads expertly 
while Gil Rutzen puts over some 
torrid numbers with comedy em- 
bellishment. De Mar and Denise, 
smooth: ballroom dancers, are clicks, 
while the Zilch brothers, from the 
band, are comedy vocalizers. Rees. 


EL CHICO, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 
Tommy Monroe, Betty Mann, Me- 
lita Moore, Leila Rose, Lewis Sis- 
ters (2), El Chico Orch. 











El Chico is the new tag on the 
former 21 Club here, which shut- 
tered about six weeks ago after it 
had run into-several snarls. Spot 
was taken over recently by Herbie 
Frank, formerly of 1412 Club. 
Except for changes in the name, 
ere ge and some of the help, 
El Chico is pretty much still 21. 
It’s still an intimate spot, with ca- 
pacity at 150. 


Show is pretty typical of those in 
spots this size, handicapped by lack 
of floor space. Present setup has 
ommy Monroe as m.c. He’s an okay 
looker and personable and brings 
’em on satisfactorily, but lacks 
oomph in his own turn, canarying, 
except for an acute knowledge of 
how to end a number to catch the 
plaudits. With very little encourage- 
ment he sings three numbers and 
takes two lengthy encores. 


Best of the other pipers, all 
femmes, is Leila Rose, who’s got a 
throaty voice that’s pretty fair, is 
a looker and has style in her ar- 
rangements. In addition, she’s a 
good salesman with her eyes and 
features without overmugging. Does 
‘Cuban Pete,’ ‘Gypsy in My Soul’ 
and ‘Alexander,’ latter best. Lewis 
Sisters (2) are blonde kids doing 
harmony that’s got considerable 
charm. 


Rest of the canary corps consists 
of Betty Mann and Melita Moore, 
neither accounting for too much. 
Former does ‘I Went to Havana’ and 
Ol’ Man Mose,’ exhibiting pretty 
good tonsils but not too much 
flexibility. Miss Moore overmugs 
with a wrinkling of her nose. Should 
cut down, too, on the number of 
choruses. Fact is, whole show 


would be improved by holding it 
down. Herb. 





and getting away in many other ways 
from the usual. 

Comedy is even extended to one of 
the strippers, ts Burns, who does 
a hoke sharpshooting bit with Saul 
Fields that’s good for flock of laughs. 
Other peelers are Diana Logan (Mrs. 
Golden), who comes on only once, 
next-to-closing, and Benita Francis, 
— latter specializing on the arty 

nd, 

Frank Penny has for his straighter 
Sam Gould, with a pretty fair sot of 
pipes, too. Allene Dale, easy on the 
eyes, is around for general and help- 
ful duty on both the dialogue and 
vocal end. Really behaves like a skit 
performer instead of like a fugitive 
from the freshman class in dramatics. 

Line is divided into 10 ponies and 
six show girls, not bad looking and 
certainly a departure on the circuit 
this season. More important, how- 
ever, is the fact that some of 'em can 








bringing back the old two-man joke 


even dance, Cohen. 


NEW 


ACTS 





‘GANG BUSTERS’ 
Radio Drama 

16% Mins.; Full Stage 
Earle, Philadelphia 


No doubt one of the most unusual 
vaudeville acts of all time has been 
achieved by Phillips H. Lord in 
transplanting almost bodily to the 
stage his ‘Gang Busters’ show, now 
in its third year on CBS under the 
sponsorship of Colgate-Paimolive- 
Peet. Dramatic cops-and-robbers 
scripter, which has built up a huge 
thrill audience with its crash of sub- 
machine guns, sirens, blood-curdling 
cries and all the other hoke, makes 
its first flesh appearance on the 
Earle stage this week. Wili follow 
with a lengthy tour if sufficient dates 
can be had. 

As in the radio show, a true crime 
and the manhunt which followed it, 
is adapted for the stage version. It 
is shortened, however, from 24 min- 


theatres, principally by eliminating 
anything more than two-line 
speeches by anyone, including the 
announcer, Well-hypoed story used 
—in fact, it’s sometimes hypoed to 
the point of silliness—is the robber 
of the LaMar (Colo.) National Ban 
by Ralph and Jake Fleagle in 1928. 
Law and order, of course, triumph 
in the end. 


Principal point making the show 
unusual is the fact that it is enacted 
in a semi-replica of a radio studio, 
All the sound effects—and ‘Gang 
Busters’ uses more than any’ other 
show on the air—are made right be- 
fore the audience by two engimeers. 


One handles a large triple-turnable 
at stage right, producing sifens, 
trains roaring, crowds shouti 


while the other handles pistols, sub- 
machine guns, slamming of doors, 
walking up steps, etc. At stage left, 
the dramatic troupe of 10,. chosen 
from the more than 50 used in the 
radio show, goes through the story, 


,reading into mikes from script. 


Cast semi-enacts the drama. They 
put on their hats when they’re sup- 
posed to be going outside, level guns 
at each other when robbing the 
bank, fall when they’re shot, and 
walk with hands in the air from one 
mike to another with a gun in their 
back when they’re finale captured 
by the cops. Appears that they do 
lots more than they ordinarily would 
in a studio, but claim is that Phillips 
Lord insists on such antics even in 
the air version to obtain added real- 
ism. Radio show is never open to a 
studio audience. 


Although the marquee value of the 
‘Gang Busters’ troupe is more or 
less limited to juves, or at least to 
juve minds, the actual stage presen- 
tation achieves pretty broad appeal. 
For, pene in spots, the a has 
been carefully prepared, a good story 
with all the necessary elements has 
been chosen, and it is well enacted. 
Turns out to be pretty gripping stuff 
even to a fairly sophisticated audi- 
ence—which the Earle has not. And, 
in addition, when the story becomes 
a little too much like kid stuff for 
an adult mind, there’s the interesting 
diversion of watching the sound ef- 
fects men rush around like mad and 
mene how the various noises are 
made. 


Show opens with a short introduc- 
tion by announcer Chris Ford, cur- 
tains parting on the production man 
walking on stage while the rest of 
the group wait informally around, 
as in a studio. He stands with up- 
raised hand until a red ‘On the Air’ 
Sign lights and the wax-man lets go 
with his siren, Production man, 
with earphones clamped on, stands 
in the background ostensibly direct- 
ing all the time. Lighting is very 
effective, stage most of the time be- 
ing black, with a spot from above 
illuminating the turn-tables and 
other spots on the actors doing the 
talking. Blackouts are used for 
shifts of locale. 


Show, all in all, is an interesting 
and well-worked out novelty, and, 
although it lacks some of the zip of 
the radio production, it will prob- 
ably attain more of this as the cast 
gets more accustomed to the switch 
from studio to stage. Herb. 





ELDERBLOOMS (11) 
Gold Star Mothers 
Singing 

8 Mins. 

Casa Manana, N. Y. 


Different type of act, consisting of 
11 gray-haired mesdames from Cali- 
fornia, possesses enough talent, aside 
from the novelty angle, to register. 
Besides their billing that all are be- 
tween 60 and 70, the reference to 
them as Gold Star Mothers is an 
added clincher. A terrific hit here, 
in a cabaret-theatre, and a cinch 
elsewhere, 


Surprising element of turn is the 
number of vibrant voices and the 
ability of the group to harmonize so 
well, When they use ‘Flatfoot Floo- 
gee’ as their second selection and 
one breaks into a modified version 
of the jitterbug dance, they are posi- 
tive panics. Opening with ‘Little 
Old Lady’ is a nice choice, though 
their descriptive gestures with the 
hands seem a bit awkward. That's 
not essential. 

odern version of ‘Martha’ aria 
is a tricky number well done out- 
mula that forced solo vocalizing at 
start. 





utes on the air, to about 16 for | 





Solo balladist might well fit | 
in and possibly will later, falsetto | 


notes apparently being due to 
nervousness. For an encore the 11 
do ‘A-Tisket, A-Tasket’ to almost as 
heavy returns as ‘Floogie.’ Could 
have taken another encore, but ob- 
ow not prepared, so just bowed 
off. 
War mothers wear light colored 
dresses, with nearly every color of” 
rainbow represented, but tasteful. 
Wear. 


LOLA LANE 
Talk and Song 
12 Mins.; One 
Oriental, Chicago 


Standard type p.a. from a picture 
gal who tries to entertain on a 
variety stage yet keep that Holly- 
wood glamour cloak wrapped snug] 
about her. It’s a makeshift act with 
its slapping-together being obvious 
to the most unschooled customer; 
but there is enough to it to make it 
suitable for vaude theatres any- 
where. She’s the oldest of the five 
have sisters now known to show biz, 
especially via radio and films. 

For the glamour, there is a long 
unreeling of picture scenes showing 
off Miss Lane. Which is okay. Later 
on the gal arrives to tell some not- 
so-funny stories about herself and 
her sisters, and all the fun they have 
on the set. Just too cute for words. 

On the entertainment side Miss 
Lane warbles a pop tune with plenty 
of energy and earnestness and winds 
up tossing off a dramatic bit that 
fails to furnish a satisfactory finish 
to the act. Shows off two costumes, 
opening with a sports outfit and fin- 
ishing with an evening gown, 

Over nicely in this house. Gold. 


BUDDY HASSETT and STAN 
LOMAX 

Talk, Songs 

11 Mins.; One 

Strand, Brooklyn. 


One of those surprise acts in which 
an athlete has something more to 
offer than a newspaper rep. Com- 
prised of Buddy Hassett, star first 
baseman of the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
and Stan Lomax, WOR sportscaster, 
the talky part is the usual interview. 
But its reversed, with Hassett ask- 
ing most of the questions. 

Pair are in tuxedos and confine 
first half to expected interview talk 
and ribbing. Lomax is seated at a 
small table with a stationary mike, 
while the tall, good-looking Hassett 
uses stage amplifying gadget. Acts 
a little too much like an embarrassed 
pug, fidgeting around but otherwise 
appealing. Girls will like him. 

The worthier portion of the act 
has the former all-around collegiate 
muscler (Manhattan) piping two 
songs. ‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and 
‘So Help Me.” They’re pleasantly 
baritoned. Gets a hefty hand. Hurl. 


INKSPOTS (5) 
Singing 

10 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 


Four boys backed by a fifth on a 
piano and two of their number work- 
ing out on a guitar and bass. Act 
has been around in radio and vaude- 
ville in this country and England, 
but not listed in the New Act files. 
Quartet (pianist sticks to his keys) 
is in its element at this house and 
reaches sock classification. Harlem 
is evidently acquainted with their 
recordings, and the boys know it, 
giving out with tunes greeted with 
applause. 

Do ‘No Wonder,’ ‘Butcher Boy,’ ‘I 
Wish You the Best of Everything,’ 
‘Brown Gal’ and ‘Ti-Pi-Tin.’ Relieve 
straight tune delivery with few im- 
promptu terps now ’n’ then. Boys 
made one mistake when caught. 
‘Brown Gal’ was a sock finish, and 
‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ an anti-climax. Delivery 
is no different than other quartets, 
but informal terps and sundry non- 
sense provides the click margin here. 


Stanley, Pittsburgh 


Couple of good-looki colored 
lads with feet that should have no 
trouble landing them just about 
wherever they want to go. Tapsters 
are from niteries—did a summer 
stretch at the Paradise, Atlantic City, 
last season—and have class, person- 
ality and showy routines. : 

Kids make it look simple and give 
the impression that they’re getting 
a bang out of their work. Result is 
that audience catches their enthus- 
iasm. They’re dressed in smart-fit- 
ting tails and tap away nimbly in 
spins, splits and acrobatic maneuvers 
for a solid click all-the way. Not 
quite in a class yet with the Berrys 
or the Nicholases, but at their pres- 
ent speed they should be there be- 
fore long. s . 

Names are a bit against them; kids 
would be wise in picking on some- 
thing a bit more legit. Cohen. 





ST. L. CAFE FIRE 
St. Louis, Dec. 6. 
The Rock House club, river-front 
nitery operated by Alexander Plan- 
tanida, suffered $500 damages by 8 
fire of undetermined origin last 
week, 
Fire occurred in the. early a.m. 
after everyone had departed. 
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Variety Bills. 





NEXT WEEK (Dec. 12) 
‘THIS WEEK (Dec. 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 





EVANSVILLE 
Majestic (8-10) 

















State (8) os atu Pastation 
Cab Calloway Ore WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE Capitol (9) 

. 8) Texas Comets 
Century ( 6 Philharmonicas 
Men of Manhattan | Collins & Peterson 
ina Strong Bea Saxon 
Charlie Master Boy Foy 
NEW YORK CITY Ross, Pierre & S 


Paramount (7) 


Blue Baron Ore 
Ken Murray 
Shirley Ross 
Kidoodlers 
Knapp & Baronne 
Lazzeris 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (9) 
Freddie Dosch 
Saliccl Puppets 
FORT WAYNE 
Paramount (9-12) 
Roger Pryor Orc 





Storms & Lee 
Paul Nolan 
KANSAS CITY 
Newman (9) 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ray Sinatra 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Rochester (9-10) 
Maior Bowes Co 
MILWAUKEE 
Palace (2) 
Hal Kemp Orc 
Paul Remos 
Billy & Irene 
Jack Lemaire 














Via: 


JAY and LOU 


SEILER 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
NEW YORK 
December 6th to 10th 

MARK J. LEDDY 


CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Eddie Gordon 
Lovelle 
EAST HAM 
Granada 


Trolse Mandoliers 





| 
| 





| 


Premier 
Sam Linfield Co 
3 Sandler Sis 
Jones & Thomas 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Troise Mandoliers 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Archie Glen 
G & J D’Ormonde 
South China 
HOLLOWAY 
Gaumont 
Younkman Bd 








ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Bobby Howell Bd 

Cora O'Farrell 
Eddie Kayne 
SHEPH’RDS 
Pavilion 
Archie Glen 
G & J D’'Ormonde 
South China 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Sam Linfield Co 
3 Sandler Sis 
Jones & Thomas 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Eddie Gordon 
Lovelle 


BUSH 





Provincial 








Week of December 5 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Rampbeli's Co 
Jack Le Dair 


Gautier’s Dogs 
DUNDEE 
Palace 
Arthur Tracy 


Cable & Carr 
A J Powers 
Rooklyn 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Harry Gordon 
Jack Holden 


2 Schenks 





Pat Kirkwood 
Alex Lennox 
12 Loretta Gis 
N & P St John 
Marwoode & R 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Herschel Henlere 
Hope & Ray 
Stella Marie Sis 
Alf Thomas 
George Prentice 
Anona Winn 
Wilkie Bard 
Joe McCoy 


Helen Myers 
Ross MacLean 
Skeets Herfurt 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Joan Merrill 
Paul Rosini 
Lydia & Joresco 


Hotel Park Central 


| Lee Myles Ore 
Peter Higgins 
Eltons 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 


Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Ore 
Morton Downey 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hotel Rooseveit 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti (re 
Lew Parkerson 
Tom Low 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 


Tcharkovsky Ore 
Geo Scherben 
Hotel St. Moritz 


Basil Fomeen Orc 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Theod're & Denesha 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 


Charles Baum Orc 
Sam Jarvis 
|} Guy Owen 
| Simpson Sis 
| Dorothy Lewis 
| (Maisonette Russe) 
Mathey Ore 
Eva Ortega 
Boris Belastozky 
Serge Abagoff 
Gedda Petry 
Michael Greben 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Cre 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Benny Goodman Or 
(Sert Room) 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Alice Marble 
Paul Draper 





K & R Paige 
Virginia Sis 
Haines, Ttate & 8 
Iris Adrian 

Wally Wanger 6 


Little Club 
Pee Wee Russell Or 
Edith Roark 
Dolores Farris 


Midnight Sun 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Faith Bacon 
Una Wyte 

Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Virginia Uppercu 
R'yal Lukewela B'ys 

Onyx Club 
Jack Jenney Ore 
Merry Macs 
Carl Kress 
Saus’ge & Pk Chops 
Jack Connors 
Pelham Heath Inna 
Eric Correa Orc 


June Lorraine 
Marcia Harris 
Alice Dudley 


Kenneth Bostock 


Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauf 
Tommy Mills 
Joe White 
Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazaro Orc 


Plantation Club 


Skeets Tolbert Orc 
Barrington Guy 
Valda 

Moke & Poke 
Collins & Beasley 
Avon Long 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Conway & Parks 
Connie Jackson 
Banjo Bernie 
Lee Simmons 


Paradise 
Dick Angle Orc 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Day 
Mexicali 3 


Pepper Pot 


Joe D'Andrea Ore 
|} Harold Aloma Ore 

















Cabaret Bills 
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RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (8) 

Jacque Gasselim 

Hilda Eckler 

Jan Pierce 

R Stuart & Lee 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Erno Rapee Symph 
CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 

5 Elgins 

Dorothea Kent 

Debonairs 

Red Skelton 

Frank Jenks 

Dolly Kay 

Ann Miller 


(2) 

Boys of Boystown 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (9) 

B’way to H’wood 

Carrol & Howe 

Lola Lane 





(2) 
Horace Heidt Orc 


Bob Crosby Orc 
(2) 


Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriet Hilliard 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Mark Ballero 
Betty Lou 


Folies de Paree 


EVANSVILLE 
Victory (8-10) 
Bill Bardo Ore 
Boice & Ladd 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (9) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctors (8-16) 
Ben Bernie Orc 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (9) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (9) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
(2) 
Slim & Sam 
Patricia Norman 
Hassett & Lomak 
Eleanor Whitney 
Midgie Fellows 
Pichianni Tr 
Joe Besser 


LIMA 
Ohio (7-8) 
Bernivici Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
rle (9) 
Dick Himber Orc 
Brown & Amen 


) 
Gang Busters 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Milt Douglas Co 
Eunice Healy 
3 Oxford Boys 
V & L LaMarr 





PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (9) 
Ben Blue 
Gang Busters 
Eleanor Whitney 
Ben Ross & Stone 
3 Oxford Boys 
Robbins 3 


(2) 
Duke Ellington Orc 
READING 
Astor (9-10) 
Claude Hopkins Or 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Goodrich & Nelson 
Howard & Shelton 
Dave onahan 
Evelyn _ 


(2) 
Shanghai Wing Tr 
Arren & Broderick 
Gae Foster Gls 
Dick Foran 


YORK 
Strand (9-10) 
Kirby & Duval 








Independent 





NEW_YORK CITY 
Roxy (8) 


xy 

Bob Howard 
Kappy Barra Co 
Gloria Gilbert 
Olfield & Ware 
Charles Carrer 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Orc 


CHICAGO 
Oriental (9) 
Fred Lightner Co 

Gwynne 

Hudson Wonders 
Bert Froman 
Ward & Van 





KANSAS CITY 
Tower (9) 
Henry Busse Ore 


MILWAUKEE 
Miller (2) 
Roy Rogers Co 
Riverside (2) 
Ina Hutton Orc 
Winstead 3 
Dawn Sis 
Chaz Chase 
Elaine Merritt 
WICHITA 
Orpheum (7-10) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 








London 








Week of December 5 


Dominion 

Billy Cotton Ba 

Trocadero Rest. 
Bob Bromley 
Gypsy lina 
George Doonan 
Michael Moore 
Fred Brezin 
Adam & Troc Ore 





CHELSEA 
Palace 
Eddie Gray 
Frederick & Lane 
Tessa Deane 


DeHaven & Page 
Dagenham Pipers 
Bobby Howell Bd 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Buddy Clarke 
Sigrid Lassen 

Bandbox 


Jim Luneceford Ore 
Dan Grissom 
Gladys Palmer 


Ore 


Barney Gallant’s 


Angela Velez 
Carter & Bowle 
Nellie Paley 


Bill Bertoiotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Lillis Dion 
Eleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 
Roberta Kent 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Touchette 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 
Joe Howard 
Stephen Iles 
Madge Marley 
Mabel Pearl 


Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 
C’ntinental Thrill'rs 

Mac Arthurs 
Cameron Crosby 
Audrey Noonan 
Donna & Darrell 
Earle Hart 
Mickey Feeley 
Vivien Francis 
Lois Kaye 
Bobby Bernard 
Jan Fredrics Ore 


Brick Club 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Casa Cubana 


Oscar Calvet Ore 
Elio Ozacar Ore 
Duanos 

Gloria Belmonte 
Galvan 

Lita Lines 

Cesar & Dolores 


Casa Manana 


Vincent Lopez Orc 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Holland & Hart 
Benny Fields 
Abbott & Costello 
Helen Morgan 
B Minevitch Co 
Gaston Palmer 
Della Lind 
Kay Parsons 
Helen Reynolds Gls 
Betty Hutton 
Elderblooms 
Chez Firehouse 
Al Evans Orc 
John Haysradt 
Tony Kraber 
Clifton & Miley 
Club 18 
Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 
Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Rhumberos 
3 Gauchos 
Eduardo Sandoval 
La Carmelita 
Nedra Madera 
Club Yumaurt 
Don Mario Ore 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Nena Montes 
Ricardo Sandranel 
Audrey Ely 
Cotton Club 


Cab Calloway Ore 





Nicholas Bros 
Berry Bros 

W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 


El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 


Paquita Dominguez | 


Maclovia Ruiz 
Los Calaveras 
Dorita & Valero 
Senorita Paloma 


El Morocco 

Ernie Holst Ore 
El Rio 

Johnny Johnson Or 
Gus Martel Orc 
Sheila Barrett 
Minor & Root 

Famous Door 
Red Norvo Orc 


John Kirby Ore 
Mildred Bailey 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Ray O'Hara Ore 
Larry MacMahon 
Valerie Dumont 
Lola Rooke 
Gloria Manet 
Bea & Ray Goman 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 
Rosita Ortega 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Oro 
H’wood Restaurant 
Lee Shelley Ore 
Seger Ellis Ore 
Red Stanley Ore 
Rimacs 
Rob Russell 
Pepper January 
H & Honey Abbott 
Baby Alyce 
Collegiate 6 
Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Vincent Bragale Orc 
Dario & Diane 
Eleanor French 
Renee de Janette 
H'tel Belmont-Plaza 
Val Olman Orc 
Diosa Costello 
Gwen Williams 
Gloria Grafton 
Ray Heatherton 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
3 Little Words 
Rochelle & Lola 
Ginger Harnron 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Orc 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel Essex House 


Nat Brandwynne Or 
Claire Martin 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Lincoln 
Artie Shaw Orc 
Helen Forrest 

Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Peter Kent Orc 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
3 Esquires 


WINTER 
OLIVE 


BALLARD 


Booked through 








DOROTHY STONER 


and HARRY 
RKO Building 
for Road Show Units 
*- 


Can now place Novelty and Comedy 
Acts for my 


Refer “Variety” 


Can Book You With Any Circuit 
in England and on Continent 


Charles L. Tucker 


17, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 
LONDON 


+ 
MORE NEXT WEEK 


SISTERS 
WHITE 


and RAE 


GEORGE SWIFT 
NATHANO 


1939 Units 
November 23rd 











aaa 





Hotel Warwick 


Gerry Morton Ore 
Dell O'Dell 


Hotel White 


John Uppman 

Cassandra 

Lew Cobey 
Hungaria 


Gene Kardos Ore 
Bela Villanyi Ore 
Byrnes & Swanson 


International Casino 


Vincent Travers Orc 
Val Ernie Orc 
Eileen O'Connor 
Tito & Valdez 
Eddie Rio & Bros 
Bood & Bood 
Shyrettos 3 

Grace & Nikko 
Marion Manning 
Maria Serban 


(Streets of Paris) 


Eddie Brandt Orc 
Sylvia St. Claire 
Rinaldi 
Marshall 3 
Mysto 
Ivan Frank 
Ruth Elroth 
Sonny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 
John Rockwood 
Vaughn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 
Adra Cooper 
Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 
Gloria Marsh 
Peggy de la Plante 
Lynn & Deering 
Margaret Grey 
La Marquise 
3 Vocalions 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 


Le Mirage 
Leo Deslys Orc 


Le Ruban Bleu 
Greta Keller 
Palomo 
Mabel Mercer 
Bowers & Walter 
Elsie Houston 

Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Jerry Kruger 





Bill Scully 
O'Hanlon & Del R 
Jimmy Calva 
Peggy Browne 
Barbara Lane 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 


‘| Pegsy Ware 


Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 


Rainbow Grill 


McFarlands Ore 
Judy Abbott 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Orc 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Alec Templeton 
Harris & Shore 


Russian Kretchma 


Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaell 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoff 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenko 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Graham Prince Ore 
Stardusters (4) 
May McKim 

Ed Rickard 
Castaine & Barrie 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 


Swing Rendezvous 
Bob Warren Ore 
Jack Laurie 
Vivian Vaughn 
Ronnie King 
Naomi Simone 
Jerry Roberts 
Marjie Radcay 


Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Ella Logan 
D'Avaios Dancers 


Village Barn 
Freddie Fisher Orc 
Joe Candullo Ore 
Vera Fern 
Loper & Barrett 
Vira Niva 
Johnny Howard 


Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Ore 
Russell Dracken 
Irene Stanley 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 
Jerry White 
Ann Gale 





Wivel 


Bob Lee 

Peggy LeBaron 
Al Small 

Ted Lester 
Eleanor Ethridge 


Ball 


Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 


Beverly Wilshire 


Bray Sis 
Harry Owens Orc 


Biltmore 


Shirley Rust 

Jerry Stewart 

Ronald & Roberta 

6 Danwills 

Bud & His Buddies 

Fritz & J Hubert 

Hal Derwin 

Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Callente 

Elenita 

Diana 

Leo 

Luz Dasquez 

Juan Navarro 

Eddie Aguliar Ore 


Cafe De Paree 
Parisian Rev 


Cafe La Maze 
Vi Bradley 
Park Avenue Boys 
Ciover Club 


Betty Bryant 
Perez Rumba Bd 
Stan Myers Orc 


Cocoanut Grove 
Rene DeMarco 
Wayne King Ore 

{it Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 

Jerry’s Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 
George Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 
Oliver Alberti 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 


La Conga 
Renee & Estrella 
Little Club 


Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 


Bali Bali 
Bert Gilbert 
Kay Armin 
| Fonda & St Clair 
Ming 
| Andree Fay 
| Jean Brown 
Royal Gypsies Bd 
Jerry & Jitterbugs 
Bali Gis 
Stan Norris Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Betty Grey 
Darlene O'Day 
Billy Leach 
Frank Payne 
Mayfields & Virg 


Blackhawk 


Jan Garber Orc 
Jack Gaulke Orc 
Audrey Dempsey 
Frederic & Yvonn 
Mildred Fenton 
Rudy Rudisill 
Lee Bennett 
Fritz Heilbron 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 


Playboys Orc 
Betty Borden 


Blondies 


Dolores Green 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
Helen Green 
Roxana 

Jerry Wayne 
Billy Kemp 
Connie Rogers 
Harry Hoyer Ore 
Eleanor Johnson 
Mickey O'Neil 


Frances Romas 
Alice Hanson 
Sid Schaps 
Evelyn White 
Buck Hunt 

4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Reom) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Loretta Owens 
Belle Stone 
Billy Fargo 
Bee Jones 
Jane Cline 
Pat & Jerry 
Adorables 
Henry Simons 


Caravan 


Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 


Eddie Garr 
Frazee Sis 
Varsity 8 

Ruth Petty 
Juvelys 

Lois Harper 

Bob Hanon 

Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorabies 


Club Al 


Larry Ross 
Millicent DeWitt 
Sally Hyde 
Dorothy Dawn 
Annette Arlue 
Leo Franz Ore 


Club Alabam 


Jacqueline Allen 
Tom Murray 
Red Barger 
Country Hunt 
Jack Irving 
Mildred Jordan 
Allen Cole 

Efe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unelis Ore 








Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Spanish 
Fowler & Walsh 
Eddie Mark 





Charley Bowman Or 


Chalk Robinson Ore 


Shirley Gay 
Alice St John 


Bernice Stevens 
Ebbe Gyldenkrone 


Yacht Club 
Hal Hope Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Omar’s Dome 
Charles Earl 
Eddy & Tours 
Beau Lee 
Geo Redmond Ore 


Palomar 
Ruby LeCrist 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Johnson Bros 
Collegiate 4 
Gene Krupa Orc 


Paris inn 
Beverly & Revel 
Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
Henry Monet 
Tony DeMarco 
Marsha Noleen 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Norma Young 
Marco & Ramola 
Kay Marlowe 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 

Seven Seas 
Eddie Bush 3 
Al McIntyre 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Kanaai 

Somerset House 
Nonie Mitchell 
Lynn Martin 
Ha! Chancellor 
Harry Ringland 

Topey’s 
Elmer 
Rernice Farrington 
Talia 
Marcella Blanton 
Lois Saunders 
Chuck Foster Ore 

Trocadero 
Bob Grant Ore 
Chuz Perez 
Raye & Naldi 
V Hugo Restaurant 


Griff Williams Orc 
Charlie Bourne 


CHICAGO 


Pinky Tracy 
Bob Davis Orc 
Loretta DeBoer 


Colony Club 


Maxine Sullivan 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Keith Beecher Orc 


Colosimos 


B & F Gilbert 
Jackson, Reeves & 8 
Inga Borg 

DeMay, Moore & M 
Roberta Roberts 
Lois Maree 

Bobby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 

Henri Gendron Ore 


Club Delisa 


Jean Gay 

Rhythm Willie 
Mary Russell 
Lilyan Christian 
Kennedy & Jenkins 
Pegley Jefferson 
Wesley Long 

Sam Theard 
Charlies Isom 
Partello Gis 

Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 


George Olsen Orc 
Imogene Coca 
Jimmy Brierly 
Massey & Miller 
Julie Munson 
Tanner Sis 
Phyllis Colt 
Bob Burton 
Kirk Alyn 
Henry Russell 
Dutch’s 
Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta . 
Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Reom) 
Jay Mills Ore 
Frank Payne 


Burton 2 
Harriet Smith Gls 


885 Club 


Carroll & Gorman 
Nino Rinaldo Orc 


Ei Dumpo 


Bernie Green 
Sally O’Day 
Jackie Baker 
Jane Raye 
Dot Keith Gls 
Ginger Veins 
Eddy Makins 
Phyliss Brooks 
V Canova Orc 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Jerry Paige 
Terry O'Toole 
Castellanos Ore 


4th Club 


Homer Roberts 
Ruth Barton 
Estelle Ellis 
Jeanne 
Shirley Lucky 
Shorty Ball Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Nadja 
Dave Tannen 
Mildred Jordan 
Jack & J Sherman 
Adelaide Kirkoff 
Casino Gis 
Tonya 
Dick Hardin 
Thelma Marland 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90s 
Joan Rogers 
Joan Joyce 
Marion Peters 
Vee Ames Gis 
Geo Anderson Orc 
Lew King 
Colleen 
B Danders Jr Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Flietcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dottie Saunders 














Streamline Sue 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gls 
Earl Hines Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Don Pedro Ore 
Joe Vera 
Bob Edwards 

Ruth Arden 
Dale Evans 
Kitty Lee 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab'ret 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 

Cliff Winehill 
Dorothy Wahl 
Jean Mode 

Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 
Dorothy Johnson 
Rankin Gis 
Whirlwinds 

Bob Ollen Ore 


Hickory inn 


Dictators Ore 
Fred Casey 


Terry O'Toole 
Hi Hat 

Nat Cherney 

Billy Gray 


Jerry Bergen 
Carol Bruce 
Bernadotte 
Joan Marshall 
Kretlow Gis 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Paulette LaPierre 
Bobby Dunart 
Janet & Loretta 
Billie Banks 
Jerry Girard 
Grover Wilkins 
Ted Pearlman Gls 
Joe Hahn Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Gypey 4 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 


Hete!l La Salle 
(Blaw Front Room) 
Kings Jesters 
Mary Milan 

Liberty tua 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Pam Adair 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 

McGraws 
George DeCosta 
Jack Tilson 
Chick Williams 
Jane Imes 
Dooley 
Vella Thomas 
Marion Miller 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 


McLaughlins 
Charlene 
Paty Ruth 
Tonita 
Marita Ryan 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 


Melody “Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 


Miam! Club 


Belva White 

Earl Rickard 

Spencer & Foleton 

Alice Tannen 

Bob-O-Lyn Gls 

Johnny Parkers Or 
Millstone 


Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 
Irene Fortez 
Roy Swift Ore 
Minuet Clob 
Betty Jerome 
Del Estes 
Cookie Sidel 
Johnny Elliot 
Dor’thy DeHought'n 
Art Fisher Orc 
Rita DeVore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 


House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cafe 


3 Loose Screws 

Ona Mayo 

Ed Leon 

Evelyn Waters 

RaMundi’s Orc 

Helen Samms 
Old Heidelberg 

Ola Heidelberg Co 

Avis Kent 

Octet 

Geo Gunther Ore 


Paddock Club 


Flo Whitman Rev 
Nyra u 

Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Sharone 

Patsy DuBrae 
Frances Kay 
Rex Griffiths 
Jerry Frost 
Clint Wright Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
Sextette 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jack Stair 
Beverly Allen 
Jean Florian 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Freddie Janis Ore 
Pow Wow 
Jimmy Ames 


Anchorage 
Bill Honey Ore 
Jewell Ello 
Kahn & DePinto 


Arcadia int’} 


Jan Savitt Ore 
Carlotta Dale 
Bon Bon 

Jerry Taps 

3 Toppers 

3 Bonos 

Mayfair Gis (10) 





Dolly Moss 

Marice & Maurini 
Veronica McKay 

4 Vagabonds 

Steve Stutland Ore 


Rose Bowl 


Willie Shore 
Harriet Cross 
Gould Sis 

Ann Paige 
Meta Carlyle 
Pol-Mar Gis 

Al White 
Allen Kane Orc 


Royale Frolics 


Frances Wilis 
Bee Kalmus 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Selma Marlowe 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Happy Felton Ore 

EBood & Bood 

12 Aristocrats 
Terry & Walker 
Lorraine & Hudson 
Eddie Platt 

Billy Galbraith 
Louis Dunn 
Lorraine Barrie 
Carl Marx 

Prince Omar 


Don & A LeMalire 


Dome 
Tony Marks 
Spinsters 
Marie Sari 


Silver Cloud 


Eleanor Leonard 

Ken Leslie 

Ray & Dean 

Flo & Arby 

Commadorables 

Hazel Zalus 

Nord Richardson 

3 Tops 

Johnny McFa!! Ore 
Silver Frolics 


Kitty Lee 

4 Vagabonds 
Ealaine Rabey 
Roma Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Sherry 
Patricia Perry 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Carmen 
Lois Cornwall 
Joel & Annette 
Mary Jane Brown 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Carlos Molina Ore 
Billy Rayes 
Houston & Hardin 
Novello Bros 
Lucio Garcia 
Marguerite Meyers 


Stockade Inna 

Charies Chaney 
Subway 

Ray King ' 
Val du Val 
Opal Adair 
Kitty Swanson 
Adeline 


Debs 
Ozzie Jackson Oro 
Susi-Q 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty Harris 
Patricia Blore 
Nita LaTour 
Edith Principle 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Alma Smith 
Leonard Reed 
Car’line Richards’n 
Eunice & Ozzie 
James Phillips 
Charies & Eloise 
Del Bright Ore 


Thompson’s 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Patsy Thomas 
Joan Dawn 
Charles & Mary 
Millie Travis 
Julie Waltz 
Hazel Freeman 


Three Deuces 
Cleo Brown 
Baby Dodds 
Myra Taylor 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 

Tower inn 
Helen DuWayne 
Inez Gonen 
Mary Grant 
Jane LaVonne 
Kay Carol 
Hal Barber 
Tower Gis 
Soares Arnold 
Frank Davis Ore 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 

Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 

Winona Gardens 
Stan Carter 
Gigi Rene 
Do.ores Lee 
Diane Lare 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Laura Marman 
Sunny Mack 





Larry Luz Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 

Bel 

(Main Dining 
Meyer Davis Ore 


( 
Frank Juele Ore 
cliff Hall 


Adolph Lanza 
the Bum's 





2 Mystics 


(Continued on page 51) 
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ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 


(MADISON SQ. GARDEN, N. ¥Y.) 





Les Hamilton, Ruby and Bobby 
Maxson, Ann Haroldson, Bess Ehr 
hardt, Roy Shipstad, Osborne Col 
son, Harris Legg, McKellen Broth- 
ers, Evelyn Chandler, Bruce Mapes, 
Valerie Fink, Le Verne Busher, Idi 
Papez and Karl Zwack, Heine Brock, 
McGowan and Mack, Shipstad and 
Johnson, Ernest Kratzinger Orch. 





Appearance of ice carnivals such 
as ths is the result of a development | 
in skating svyles in recent years. Fig- | 
ure skating falls into two classes: 
‘school figures,’ the basic formations | 
roughly corresponding to chord | 
studies on the piano, and ‘free skat- | 
ing,’ representing improvisations on 
the school exercises. During the past | 
Olympic seasops ‘free skating’ has | 
forged ahead rapidly, and has been 
reflected at such social events as the | 
New York Skating Club’s annual 
show, whither it started drawing the | 
hoi poiioi in great numbers. Pyres- 
ently, ‘free skating’ gave rise to some 
glamour girls and boys, and now it's| 
an industry. 

‘Ice Follies’ is 





the first of three | 
spectacles slated for Madison Square 
Garden. It will be followed by Sonja | 
Henie’s troupe and the Skating Club 
carnival, the latter peopled by ama- 
teurs and not by pros who make up 
the prier two events. ‘Follies’ orig- 
inally wes a floor show in the Sher- 
man  hos‘elry, Chicago, thence 
branchin« inte a traveling circus un- 
der the direction of Edward Mahilke, 
Eddie and Roy Shipstad and Oscar | 
Johnson. 

Show sizes up as speedy, colorful | 
and ably preduced. It is very strong | 
in grou» routines and comedy. Less | 

can be szid for most of the sole work. 
For the soloists, in an attempt to 
dazzle the spectators, have almost 
entirely dropped the continuity of 
‘school figures’ and have substituted 
tricks to the extent that everything 
looks like one high-pressure milking 
for applause. Excepting Evelyn 
Chandler and Roy Shipstad, the 
single workers do nat exhibit one 
good Axel Paulson, nor the graceful 
continuity of rockers. counters and 
loops. They can truck, shake a jit- 
terbug hip and smile, but they don’t 
skate. 

There are eight group numbers, 
studded with specialties. Highlight 
is the excellent work of the gal 
ensemble d@ancers, whose precision 
is a veritable marvel. Gowning is 
splendid also. AIl the numbers are 
mighty bulwarks that sock. 

Comedy just about shares equal 
honors. ‘Follies’ has Les Hamilton 
in a crazy wilted flower routine, 
Heine Brock in a drunk number, and 
Shipstad and Johnson in a panto- 
mime _ that’s. strictly legitimate. 
McKellen Bros., with trick hand- 
stands and swell acrobatic work, are 
also semi-comedy and help keep this 
department in the fore. 

By way of solo work, Bess Ehr- 
hardt can be complimented for her 
gams and smile. Her actual skating 
resolves itself into a backward-for- 
ward giant leop; if she knows any 
other figures, she’s keeping them un- 
der wraps. She gets near-top bill- 
ing in the show, which is okay con- 
sidering her looks. The rest "t 
matter. Her pairing with Roy Ship- 
stad is much better. 

Evelyn Chandler, the real femme 
standout, is an ace skater. Her 
Arabian cartwheels, Axel Paulsons 
and graceful spins are tops. Bruce 
Mapes (her hubby) adequately as- 
sists her in one routine, but he could 
aid her better if he dropped that 
corny saxophone bit he does as re- 
minder of the fact that he once 





| afforded. 


‘club swinging outfit. Trio gives 
standard stuff a fresh twist with 
formally clothed member cross- 


vival of the permanent m.c. and 
stage band policy. Employing a band 
of 30 men at a special scale of $45 
per man, granted by the local union 
for a 20-minute frolic, set-up has 
swerved away from previous ‘mu- 
sical divertissements’ and is featur- 
ing regular vaude acts to intersperse 
orchestral doings. Latter are minus 
the long-haired stuff entirely and 
yery much on the swing side. Ken 
Whitmer, making his first appear- 
ance of a proposed run, succeeds 
D'Artega, who handled baton for 
previous eight weeks. 

Opening number announced by 
Whitmer presents ‘Bugle Call Rag 
in nice arrangement, taking full ad- 
vantage of ample instrumentation 
Snappy pace is main- 
tained by the 3 Harvards, peppy 


firing nicely with nondescript part- 
ners for well-earned laughs. 


STATE, N. Y. 


George Jessel, Dixie Dunbar, Six 
Skating Marvels, Readinger Twins, 
Josephine Huston, Ru Zwerling 
House Orch; ‘The Citadel’ (Metro). 


__-— 





It’s a one-man show in more than 
one way. George Jessel is not only 
the lone male on the bill, but the task 
of holding ‘em interested for an hour 
is pretty much all his. The job he 
turns in adds much to Jessel’s stature 
as a unique entertainer. 

He's on for about 75% of the run- 
off. If he isn’t regaling the custom- 
ers with topical quips, anecdotes or 
deftly sapolioed erotica, Jessel is out 
there clowning with the girl acts and 


‘helping drum up some sendoff en- 


thusiasm. Knowing well the humor 
inclinations of the State’s trade, Jes- 
sel keeps ’em wallowing in laughs. 
Like the gifted storyteller that he is, 





Sinclair Sisters follow with two | 
good heof routines, the first a tricky | 
rhumba tap. and the closer a nice} 
challenge with flash acro spliced in. | 
Gals make a nice appearance and | 
sell well. Followed by Johnny 
Woods, whose mimicry of radio and 
stage figures goes over strongly. 
Finishing bit, a vocal as delivered 
by Chevalier, Canter, Jolson and 
Cab Calloway, good for fine recep- 
tion. 

Whitmer polishes off proceedings 
skilfully with ‘One Man Band’ stuff, 
giving out legitimately on a variety 
of instruments and contributing a) 
fair vocal. Lad has an easy manner 
and handles himself with consider- 
able assurance without attempting 
any gags. Good response from audi- 
epee on show caught. 


Biz okay. Burm. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Fanchon & Marco stage show with 
A. Robins, Al Bernie, Six Antaleks, 
Tommy Trent, George Byron, Jack 
and Jane Doyle, Gae Foster Girls, 
Paul Ash orchestra; ‘Just Around 
the Corner’ (20th), reviewed in Va- 
riety Nov. 2. 


Fairish F&M bill this week. 
There’s the oft-repeated standard 
novelty of A. (for ask him what it 
means) Robins, the mimicry of Al 
Bernie, a baritone. George Byron 
who lurks in the wings, a couple 
of hoofers, Jack and Jane Boyle, 
some acrobats, and a marionette 
worker. 


It’s the regular semi-formless 
formula of the Rexy stage shows. 
The Boyles enter without prelimi- 
naries and start dancing. Acts fol- 
low with the Gae Foster Girls in- 
terpolating, and there’s never very 
much production er c ce. But 
it manages. to be diverting, if occa- 
sionally, over-long (as with Bernie), 
or not in always deluxe taste (as 
with the puppeteers). 








Jessel saves the best one for the 
finish. 

That narrative, with the scene laid 
in Niagara Falls, not only brings on 
a midsector explosion but sends ‘em 
out chuckling. It was a jammed 
house at Thursday's (1) supper show 
and it was obvious from the moment 
Jessel came on just what had caused 
the business. 

In picking an all-girl contingent 
for Jessel, the house bookers has ap- 


parently leaned mainly towards 
youth and looks. The Six Skating 
Marvels have the opening assign- 


ment. They top off a hodge-podge of 
conventional roller-skate acrobatics 
with a one-ankle breakaway. The 
Readinger Twins, who follow, go in 
for a curious amalgam of modern in- 
terpretive dancing. These cute 
youngsters, attractively tagged, sway, 
pirouette and wiggle to the steady 
rhythmic beat of the drum and the 
blare of brass. It all looks and 
sounds smart, 

Josephine Huston, recently re- 
turned from London, combines 
blonde looks with an appealing voice. 
She shifts from contralto to soprano 
with smooth aplomb. The highpoint 
of her routine is an Irving Berlin 
medley. With her talents and equip- 
ment she’s a good bet for the niteries, 
where she has had considerable ex- 
perience here and abroad. 

Pert little Dixie Dunbar, from pic- 
tures, eases into the next spot with a 
quickie vocal of ‘Alexander's Rag- 
time Band’ and rounds out her turn 
with some fast tapping. The black 
sequin outfit also helps make it a 
well-rounded act. Odec. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 2. 
Roger Pryor orchestra, Red Skel- 
ton, Lane Truesdale, Red Hodgeson, 
Bary & Estes, Variety Gambols; 
‘Comet Over Broadway’ (WB). 








Nicely paced in a 64-minute show, 





Robins is the main dish with 
his banana foolishness, effective 
sight turn as always. Bernie's talents 
and material allow him a safe 
score as the second foundation stone 
of the show. Thanks to a radium- 
ized doll that is manipulated in the 
dark, Tommy Trent gets away with 
an audience okay, but his comedy 
material needs brighteneng. 

A circus act, the Antaleks, bal- 
ance a. ad ~~ * finally three 
diminutive girls on danger peak 
of a 20-foot pole. Nicely dressed 
the act is fast and flashy. 


STATE, HARTFORD 





owned an orchestra. That sax angle 
is the frowsiest aspect of the entire 
show, but fortunately it’s very short. 

Roy Shipstad is the male star. His 


loops and are the McCoy, the 
spins not equalled by any other 
skater within memory. Shipstad 


penne yaney § does all his stuff under 
speed conditions, the surefire indica- 
tor of a good skater. Harris Legg 
has a great barrel jumping act, and 
Osborne Colson has a nice solo spe- 
cialty in an Indian Dance routine. 
Couplings—a strong division in a 
successful] show—is strong enough 
here, too. Ruby and Bobby Maxson, 
oungsters, have a good routine. 
Ditto Valerie Fink and La Verne 
Busher. The Papez-Zwack combo is 
strong, and strictly legitimate from 
the standpoint of figure skating. 
McGowan and Mack have an Apache 
specialty consisting of mayhem and 
spins reminding of class roller skat- 
ing acts (they were roller skaters 
ence). Manes-Chandler are com- 
mented on above. Only one good bet 
is missed in pair work—the tango. 
None is exhibited here. 
Frances Claudet worked out the 
choreography with the Shipstad 
brothers, Oscar Johnson and Gae 
Foster (of the Roxy. N. Y.). and they 
did a swell job. Ernest Kratzinger 
ably leads the band. 
Biz very mild opening night (29). 
Mostlv carriage trade there for a 
benefit. Edga. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 3. 
Ken Whitmer and house orchestra 
(30), 3 Harvards, Sinclair Sisters 
b PE tama Woods; ‘Young in Heart’ 








—_—_-- 





Hartford, Dec. 3. 

La Georgette, Grish and Brona, 
Maude Hilton and Jean Austin, 
Coquettes orchestra (11) with Viola 
Smith, Frances Carrol, Terry Corri- 
gan and Kay Hamilton, Sam Kaplan 
house band; ‘Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi’ (Mono). 





State this week has broken away 
from its policy of names and name 
bands with its presentation of an all- 
girl show. Show is just as it looks 
on paper, so-so, costing the house 
vey little. 

ollowing a pop medley by the 
house band, La Georgette does a 
standard aerialist turn. Clicks sol- 
idly when she walks inverted along 
some loops suspended from a crane 
bar. On next are Grisha and Brona, 
who do interpretative dances clad in 
nothing but gold paint and G-strings. 

Maude Hilton and Jeanne Austin, 
comediennes, indulge in cross fire 
comedy patter, and are acceptable 
laugh getters. Coquettes (New Acts) 
follow next with a medley of songs 
in which several of the instrument- 
alists get a chance to go before the 
mike. Band, all brass, is strictly for 
the jitterbugs, and is led by the per- 
sonable and sylph-like Frances Car- 
roll. Comely stick-weaver is better 
with the baton than vocals, and con- 
fines her piping to one song about 
the work of a band leader. 

Beating the skins is Viola Smith, 
billed as ‘the female Gene Krupa.’ 
For a femme trappist, gal is on the 
click side. Kay Hamilton, nice- 
looking thrush, rings the gong in a 
vocal sesh with ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band’ and ‘Old Man River.’ En- 
cores w'th ‘Old Man Mose.” Also on 
the bill is Terry Corrigan, jitterbug 


Roger Pryor band shows up well in 
musicianship, with Pryor smoothly 
handling the m. c. assignment. He 
comes on after theme to open with a 
gag and put his aggregation into 
swing rendition of ‘I Got Rhythm.’ 
Red Hodgeson, in dumb-guy outfit, 
plays stooge to Pryor for a couple 
of gags, taking his place in the trum- 
pet section, then stepping down later 
for chorus of ‘Music Goes ‘Round.’ 
Followed by Variety Gambols, four 
men and three girls, who do tum- 
bling, pyramid building and tram- 
poline work, muscular stuff, how- 
ever, seeming out of place in musical 
show. 

Lane Truesdale, singer, holds down 
one of the pianos in the band and 


Here” Band together as choir 
on ‘Smoke in My Eyes,’ Pryor 
following with imitation of Bert Wil- 


liams singing ‘Somebody Else.’ Barr 
and Estes contribute eccentric and 
tap dancing. Nice hand for comedy 
antics of Barr and his pantomime 
juggling, as well as his impression of 
a person riding a street car. Best 
band number on the bill is a comedy 
satire on style of contemporary or- 
chestras, jocularly ribbing ayne 
King, Lombardo, Kemp, and others. 

Red Skelton is standout with his 
gags and falls, highlight being his 
doughnut dunking bit. Does impres- 
sion of a girl dressing in the morn- 
ing for an encore, also good for 
plenty giggles. 

Band swings ‘Whistler and His 
Dog,’ and closes with parody on ‘Gee 
But You're Swell,’ with patter by 
Pryor. 

Biz fair at last show Fridav (2). 

Kiley. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Lola Lane, Mignone, Max Terhune, 
Stuart and Martin, Stadler and Rose, 
Randolph Avery Co., Verne Buck, 
Sweethegrts house line; ‘Secrets of 
Actress’ '(WB). 











This is the Oriental’s third week 
of operation under Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer, and business indicates that 
the theatre will build an audience 
following as steady and faithful as 
JL. & S. built in the State-Lake. 
Price of 40c. top is unquestionably 
an important factor in the bloom of 
trade, and it is for the 40c. stratum 
that this show is arranged. From all 
responses it’s a lineup that proves 
consistently satisfactory. 








dancer. 
Frids ¢ matinee (2) biz slow, tut 
better. San average matinee. Eck 


Lola Lane (New Acts) heads the 
current bill and she turns in‘a bet- 


sings only one song, ‘What Goes On| > 


ter-than-average p. a. She ng a 
song passably enough, tells some Hol- 
lywood anecdotes about her sisters 
and herself, and winds up with a bit 
of dramatic reading fro 1 ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel.’ Two picture flashes on 
the screen , one from ‘Hotel’ and the 
other from ‘Four Daughters,’ for- 
mer to re-establish the Lola Lane 
countenance in the audience’s mind. 

Sweethearts line opens and closes 
the show effectively, particularly 
with the wind-up ‘Poet and Peasant 
tap routine which is always a sure- 
fire number anywhere in vaude. Mig- 
none, control worker, is in on the 
opening routine, and socks home her 
control leg number. Well-executed 
and well sold. Mignone’s act has a 
place in vaude or class niteries. 

Barnyard imitations, impressions 
of flivvers, trains and such is the 
Max Terhune act. Strictly hill-billy 
stuff, it’s the type of material that 
satisfies the family trade. Stadler 
and Rose have two new members in 
their dance turn and both items are 
improvements. The team has devel- 
oped an excellent, clean-cut style 
which puts across even their first 
rather quiet ballroom number. Sec- 
ond sequence is a ‘round-the-world’ 
bit which shapes up as a neat nov- 
elty. They're back later in the show 
with their doll dance, in which the 
femme tosses off some stand-out ac- 
robatics. 

Charlie Stuart has been around a 
long time and he at least should 
know that the first five minutes of 
the Stuart & Martin act is not en- 
tertainment. That coat bit should 
be tossed out into the alley, It’s 
seen its last laugh. Martin slows up 
the opening. sequences of the act 
with a long-winded comedy violin 
bit that doesn’t come off. Later the 
two of ’em get together for some 
okay singing and a couple of cross- 
fire gags which land. These two fel- 
lows are capable of better laughs 
than ow are getting in this turn. 

Rando = Avery makes a good 
single. e has fine comedy style 
and a solid acrobatic hoofing rou- 
tine. But when he tries knockabout 
work with a couple of partners, it’s 
just a fair trio. 

Business good at last show on Fri- 
day (2). Gold. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. 
Duke Ellington orchestra (14), Ivy 
Anderson, Dolores Brown, Flash and 
Dash, Two Zephyrs, Rex stuart, 
Johnny Hodges; ‘Young Dr. Kildare’ 








Ellington’s still: in a class by him- 
self. Second time for him here in 
last 10 months, and he’s always wel- 
come. 

Musical versatility and shock-ab- 
sorbing arrangements keep sameness 
from creeping into the Ellington 


repertory, and he punches out a 
show that’s strictly high-class heat. 
Runs overboard this time, and 


there’s some extraneous material 
that could wisely be chucked, but 
his unit’s pretty close to the tops in 
band entertainment. 

Open’s still the same, behind a 
scrim curtain, with the spot pick- 
ing out the various sections as they 
go to town individually on a medley 
of Ellington's 
reveals something new for the Duke, 
however. He’s standing up now to 
play his piano, which is placed on a 
raised platform bringing the ivories 
level with his hands. Follows with 
a sizzling platter of ‘Hot Chick,’ and 
momentum continues via Flash and 
Dash (New Acts), couple of nice- 
— hoofers with plenty on the 


all. 

Dolores Brown next to pipe out a 
brace of vocal choruses, but gal’s 
merely decorative and among the 
weaker complements in the Elling- 
ton layout. Show - up again 
with the Duke’s slick way of Rach- 
maninoff’s Prelude, and then bursts 
into flame when Rex Stuart steps 
down from the platform for a sock 
trumpet concerto. Tones he achieves 
are unbelievable and practically tied 
things in a knot for what seemed 
like minutes. Stuart sticks around 
to lead a brief jammer and then 
makes way for Johnny Hodges to 
give out on the jam with ‘Jeep 
Blues.’ 

Ivy Anderson, Ellington’s featured 
songstress, improved year by year 
and stands now around the head of 
the class. Personality, salesmanship 
and voice are all hers. She shoots 
across ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
‘Sweet Talking Man’ (with the usual 
wise-cracking interruptions from the 
drummer boy), ‘I’m a Little Black- 
bird Looking for a Bluebird,’ ‘You 
Gave Me the Gate, Now Swing It,’ 
novelty, and finally ‘Swing Time in 
Honolulu’ before they'd let her get 
away. Even at that, mob kept 
pounding away for her. 

A tough spot for two Zephyrs, but 
they delivered. Boys get off with a 
wash-tub jam then go into a slow- 
motion routine that’s okay, but much 
too long. 

Finale has curtains closing in and 
stage darkening at fadeout of neat 
arrangement of ‘I Let a Song Go 
Out of My Heart.’ Show, incident- 
ally, could stand a bit more of EI- 
lington’s keyboard wizardry. He 
isn't giving out in that department 
now as much as in the past. 

Dave Broudy’s house crew in the 
pit for nice overture. With long 
feature, windy trailer, couple of 
shorts and newsreels, bill runs to 200 
minutes, much too long. 





Biz good, but-not unusual. Cohen. 


past hits, Full stage |B 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 


Tiny Bradshaw Orch (14), with 
Mae Arthur, Jean Starr, Teddy Al. 
len, Gibbons & Carroll, Inkspots (5) 
Pigmeat, Sandy Burns, George Wilt: 
shire, Vivia ouse line 





n Harris, 
(16); ‘Personal Secretary’ (U). 





House is back in the running 
again after last week’s slip. Current 
offering is shorter than most of the 
past bills and consequently 
more meat to it. Production is go 
too. Apollo’s stage evidently under. 
went a bit of refurbishing recent 
and the new curtain, etc. ad 
lustre to the turns. 


Tiny Bradshaw's orchestra, ex of 
the Savoy Ballroom and the Rose. 
land in midtown New York, is a 
Harlem fave and has _ improved, 
Crew stays in the pit for the first 
half then shifts to an attractive stage 
setting. Bradshaw's setup is two 
trombones, three trumpets, four 
— and four rhythm, besides him- 
self. 


Band uses some outstanding ar- 
rangements, although the greater 
portion of them here are of the 
headache-inducing variety. Brad. 
shaw himself contributes to the lat- 
ter category with vocals and an- 
nouncements that would fit better 
into a 5,000 seat house. Unleashing 
the brass too often is another draw- 
back. Crew uses some muted ar- 
rangements in backing Mae Arthur, 
it’s vocalist, but on the whole they 
could be better divided. In dishing 
it out plenty loud and hot though, 
leader might be cognizant of his 
surroundings. Apollo fans like it 
steaming. 


_ Mrs. Arthur surprisingly enough 
is not a swingstress. She pipes con- 
ventionally and gets ‘em over with 
plenty to spare. ‘Change Partners’ 
and ‘Mz; Own’ were her vehicles 
when caught. Leader dishes up 
several, among them a particularly 
good treatment of ‘A-Tiskéet.’ Miss 
Arthur works in a comedy skit with 
the laugh setup, unusual here. 


Inkspots (New Acts) click handily, 
mixing tunes with Harlemese terps. 
Gibbons and Carroll (New Acts) 
manage to get over with a bur- 
lesqued ballroom routine. Jean 
Starr and Teddy Allen work as a 
team and separately. Miss Starr is a 
little sepia songstress-terper, who's 
an asset. She’s in the opening num- 
ber for a vocai that's well done, fol- 
lowed by a trumpet solo in Clyde 
McCoy’s laughing-horn style. 

‘She and Allen follow later in a 
bit with the line, during which Gib- 
bons and Carroll do their stuff. It’s 
done in front of a white cottage 
drop, which fits into the theme of 
the two tunes they sing, “Two Sleepy 
People and ‘Deep in a Dream.’ The 
gal also does an excellent tap as well 
as piping ‘Wacky Dust.’ This is one 
of the outstanding line numbers, 
bringing the girls on in Donald Duck 
masks and outfits, backed by a 
large Donald Duck drop. Opener is 
a Harold Teen Swing Club routine 
with an appropriate setting and a 
guy made up as Poppa Jenks pass- 
ing out sundaes. Line looks good 
in this, too. 

Comedy is effective but old stuff 
to burley-goers. fe gy mg and Sandy 

urns are coupl in the skits, 
straighted by George Wiltshire. 
First is the ‘dance hostess,’ which is 
drawn out as long as it gets laughs, 
we then po ned i" bn Morag a 

) are plen effective, ou 
Slightly blue. 


NEWMAN, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 2. 
Chick Webb orchestra (13), Ella 
Fitzgerald, Stump & Stumpy, Lindy 
Hoppers (4); ‘Thanks for the Mem- 
ory’ (Par). 











This house, operated by Para- 
mount, largely on films only, has 
pinned some hopes on flesh as @ 
means of combatting the usual pre- 
holiday doldrums at the b.o., and 
the first assignment is given to 
Webb. 

Theme of the show is swing tunes, 
catering to the bugs and jivers 
throughout, It’s hot music from 
start to finish of the well-trimmed 
45 minutes, 


Opening is carried by the band, 
following introduction of the leader, 


“giving a fit sample of what’s to fol- 


low. Two couples of Lindy hoppers 
come in fast pace, with band and 
m.c, joining in the spirit of rhythm. 

Quintette of piano, flute, clarinet, 
doghouse and Webb on the drums 
is featured with a torrid but classy 
‘Stomping at the Savoy’ and ‘One 
O’Clock Jump.’ Group is easily @ 
mainstay of the band. 

Stump and Stumpy bring on their 
dancing, patter, imitations and gen- 
eral clowning. Team shows to best 
advantage in their stepping, clown- 
ing being overdone and somewhat 
blank for lack of material. 

Remainder of time is given over 
to Ella Fitzgerald, who shares bill- 
ing with Webb. She includes ‘MY 
Reverie,’ which is not quite her 
type, but ew done; ‘I’m a Jitter- 
bug’ and ‘Tisket.’ She leads into 


‘St. Louis Blues,’ which winds the 
show with all hands taking part in 
the final jam session. 


Biz okay as town has more than 
its share of jitterbugs. Quin. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Count Basie Orch (14), Buck & 





Berry Bros. (3), Sister 
are James Rushing, Helen 
Humes, Don Baker; ‘Say It in 
French’ (Par), reviewed in VARIETY 
Nov. 30. 





A zingy stage show at the Para- 
mount this week, but it’s in for only 
one stanza, due to booking commit- 


ments and the desire to slip in ‘Say 


It in French’ (Par) for a Broadway 
showcasing. Though film is pleasant 


‘enough. if lightweight, the stage por- 


tion, all Harlemesque, is extra gen- 
erous and in combination, both will 
do well at the boxoffice. — 

This marks Count Basie’s Broad- 
way premiere after a session at 
New York’s Famous Door on 52d 
street. Basie is one of the topflight 
colored combinations, in the jive 
idiom, but wisely held in check for 
rostrum purposes. Sponsored by 
Benny Goodman, Basie thus came 
under Music Corp. of America 
auspices, the only colored combo 
handled by that organization, a dis- 
tinction that’s more than borne out 
by the Basieites’ boom-voom. 

Comprising four reeds, six brass 
and a rhythm section of four, in- 
cluding the maestro-pianist at the 
ivories, it’s an inspiring aggregation 
of solid senders. Vocal fortification 
comes from Helen Humes, songstress, 
whose ‘So Help Me.’ sets her in nicely, 
and the portly James . Rushing, 
whose ‘Mulberry Bush’ and ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ -with truckin’ variations, 
make for meaty returns, 

In between are such surefire inter- 
ludes as the Berry Bros. (3) and 
Buck and Bubbles. Sole captious- 
ness can stem from their overlapping 
chores; the Berrys goal ’em with 
their legmania and the B&B with 
their droll comedy pianology and not 
a little hoofology on their own. 

Given a ‘by courtesy’ billing, as 
from the Cotton Club, Sister Tharpe, 
who swings the gospel chants outta 
this world, is the major novelty 
amidst this wealth of colored talent. 
The Berrys may cakewalk themselves 
and twirl their sticks into a froth, 
and Buck and Bubbles likewise can 
crosstalk themselves into a click in 
anybody’s theatres, but the Sister is 
still a fresh entry, and, as_ such, 
commands extra attention. Sister 
Tharpe, is a comely femme who, to 
self-guitar accompaniment, gives the 
gospel hymns a killer-diller inflec- 
tion. The churchly chants originally 
had a different meaning in phrases 
such as ‘rock me.’ but as Sis Tharpe 
hi-de-hos it, there’s a slay-’em inuen- 
do to them. 

Basie’s boys manifest nice show- 
manship throughout. Their out- 
fitting is natty and away from the 
bizarre getups manifested by all-male 
dance combos. There’s a sartorial 
snap to their ensembles that makes 
for a nice picture. Then, too, the 
boys in toto are of a more or less 
uniformly high-brown complexion 
that doesn’t hurt either as a stage 
picture. 

Amazing in the Berry Bros.’ work 
fs their navigation and high-tension 
agility despite the extreme limita- 
tions of the Par’s pit rostrum. 

For the rest, Don Baker organologs 
a nifty medley of grid songs. Abel 

e . 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 3. 
Shanghai Wing Troupe, Dick 
Foran, Bill Crago and local amateurs, 
Arren and Broderick, Sixteen Roxy- 
ettes; ‘Hard to Get’ (WB). 











Pattern of this week’s concoction 
is okay, but effect suffers keenly by 
comparison to smart pace of talent 
and presentation maintained by 
house for past few months. Dick 
Foran p. a, turns out to be just a nice 
guy singing songs. Opening day’s 
parade of local amateurs dragged, 
and although other acts are satisfac- 
tory standard stuff, bill is left with- 
out anything sock enough to get it 
into high gear. 

House orchestra is at rear of stage 
in modified Chinese garden set. 
Show gets under way with line go- 
ing through snappy routine in coolie 
hats and ae setting mood for 
Shanghai Wing Troupe to take over 
with smooth succession of acrobatics, 
balancing, top spinning and plate 
juggling by three men and three 
women. Kid, who snuck by local 
authorities opening day at least, pro- 
vides novel touch in the tumbling. 

Girls in cowboy garb take over 
again to hoof and warble ‘I’m an Old 
Cowhand,’ finishing by lining up in 
fours for intricate introduction of 
Dick Foran. Film star comes on in 
ten-gailon hat to light hand, and 
launches singing of ‘Buckaroo’ with 
explanation it is from one of his 
horse operas. Follows with ‘Old Man 
River’ and encores with ‘Home on 
the Range.’ Handsome appearance, 
boyish manner and pleasing baritone 
win audience, but Foran’s success is 
strictly that of a pleasant warbler 
and not a-film name on tour. 

Bill Crego, local NBC announcer, 
goes into an explanation of Earle- 
NBC ‘Secret Ambitions’ idea involv- 
ing presentation of three ams at each 
show selected from auditions held 
during previous week. Crago reads 
Names and addresses of trio due at 
show in question and invites them 


up from audience to do their stuff. 
(Three bona fide ams are kept back- 
stage all day to fill in.) Presentations 
are done a la usual with build-up 
along name-age-occupation lines. At 
show caught, kid played violin, house- 
wife sang ‘Some of These Days,’ and 
mechanic twirled rope, none especi- 
ally good, and mostly too long. Each 
performer got toy Christmas stock- 
ing, with envelope attached, audience 
applause deciding wh) got the $5, 
$3 and $2, s : 

Eight of girls float on in evening 
gowns for octagonal introduction of 
Arren and Broderick. Gal’s nut 
rendition of ‘Last Rose of Summer, 
man’s piano number with novel harp 
effect achieved by reaching over to 
strings, and gal’s return for clever 
slapstick coloratura bit, scored. But 
missed plenty of laughs through 
careless timing. Line prances on with 
spears and shields for resounding 
‘Zulu’ finale. 


Biz fair. Craig. 


NORMANDIE, N. Y. 


(NEW) 
First cinema to crash Park avenue 
(entrance actually is on 53d street, 
about half a block from Park) 


opened Wednesday (30) with an ex- 
pensive, reserved-seat showing. Since 
the fashionable trade is its aim, er- 


ural. q 

Theatre, which seats 590, will 
show both foreign and American 
features. . House will. operate con- 
tinuously from noon daily, with 
scale at night $1.25 for seats in 
mezzanine, where -smoking is per- 
mitted, and 75c downstairs. For 
afternoon, theatre scale is 50-75c. 

The Normandie suggests comfort 
without ostentation, with circular 
foyer off a small. lobby suitable for 
smoking and _ lounging. Chinese 
maids are in attendance and will 
serve coffee at intervals. Modernis- 
tic lighting and unbroken lines are 
employed in the cinema’s interior 
designing. Subdued silver coloring 
and cherry red is the color scheme. 
Theatre auditorium is credited with 
being similar to the intimate cinema 
aboard the French liner, Normandie. 
Less than 100 seats are located in 
the mezzanine, which is only a few 
steps above the main floor and at 
the rear. 

Hegeman and Harris, architects 
for the house, received their in- 
spiration for various touches in the 
design from the Normandie liner. 
Benjamin Weinstock is lessee of the 
house, with Brandt theatre circuit 
having a piece of the operation. E. 
L. Delaney, veteran of theatre op- 
erations all over the world, is house 
manager. He last was in —— 

ear. 


INDIANA, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Dec. 2. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, Jack Durant, 
Trixie, Jack Williams, Rags Ragland, 
Carla & Fernando, Paul Taylor’s 
Sextet, 8 Glamorettes; ‘Annabel 
Takes a Tour’ (RKO). 


Gypsy Rose Lee, headlining her 
own unit, ‘Hollywood to Broadway,’ 
works in three spots in the show. 
She first appears about the middle 
of the bill following a brief introduc- 
tion which has her breaking through 
a special shot of herself on the 
screen. After a few gags she exits, 
reappearing a few moments later in 
a comedy blackout. It’s a slightly 
naughty scene, with Miss Lee posing 
as the business woman of the future 
and making advances at a timid male 
seeking a film test. Her strip-tease 
specialty is her third appearance, and 
that comes in the next-to-closing 
spot. It’s the same number she did 
in the ‘Follies,’ with the special lyrics 
disclaiming any thoughts of ‘sex’ as 
she disrobes. Like other nude dis- 
plays in vaudeville, the number is 
received in silence and gets only a 
light hand at the finish. 

Jack Durant, now working alone 
minus his former partner, Frank 
Michell, goes better than anyone else 
in the show. Spotted well down in 
the proceedings, Durant brings the 
audience to attention with his imper- 
sonations of Clark Gable, Herbert 
Marshall, Paul Muni, and others. 
The real sock comes when he does 
his cartwheels, butterflies and acro- 
batics between each of these imper- 
sonations and gags, ‘But can Paul 
Muni do this?’ He works hard, and 
the audience likes him. In the show’s 
finale he gets a bigger hand than 
Gypsy Rose Lee or any of the others. 

Show opens with a_ production 
number featuring the line of eight 
Glamorettes and the harmony sing- 
ing of Paul Taylor’s Golden Bear 
Sextet. Jack Williams follows with 
two neat tap numbers. Trixie is next 
with the usual juggling and balancing 
of rubber ballons a stick held in 
the mouth. Another production 
number with a Spanish background 
serves to bring on Carla and Fernan- 
do in a tango routine, and then Ruth 
Petty works with her solo vocalizing 
of pop tunes Ahead of Durant, how- 
ever, nothing much seems to arouse 
the audience sufficiently. 

Scenery and costumes make the 
unit look like a fairly heavy show, 
but lack of stage lighting equipment, 
a faulty p.a. system and an inexpe- 
rienced pit orchestra are handicaps 
in this house. 

Attendance good at third perform- 














ance opening day (2). Kiley. 


NEWSREEL. THEATRE 


(NW) 

(ROCKEFELLER CENTER, N. Y.) 

Fourth newsreel house of News- 
reel Theatres, Inc. (same group that 
operates the Embassy on Broadway, 
72d street and newsreel house in 
Newark) received its formal open- 
ing Thursday (1) with press pre- 
view and reception. Theatre ovened 
to the public Dec. 2 with grind pol- 
icy and with 25c admission prevail- 
ing at all times. 


New newsreel operation is in the 
recently ovened Associated Press 
building. latest structure in the 
Rockefeller Center (Radio Citv) 
group, with entrance on West 50th 
street almost adjoining the Music 
Hall. It was constructed by Rocke- 
feller Center, Inc.. under contract 
with Hegeman and Harris. 


Associated Press Newsreel theatre 
(it wrohably will become known 
eventually as the A. P. Newsreel 
house) is the most elaborate cinema 
devoted to newsreels. The 450 seats 
are all on the main floor. while 
| the house has commodious lounves 
;on the upper level at the rear of the 
; theatre, where also are the smoking 
rooms and phone booths. Here also 
are the uvholstered chairs and round 
tables designed by the Finnish 
architect Aalto. 


Color motif is an unusual mixture 








mined, full dress opening was a nat- | of apple blossom. vale green. brown 


and white, with damask wall-cover- 
lings of green. These blend into | 
variegated shades of rose on the| 
|ceiling. Carpeting is of old rose 
with pattern being a replica of a 
film unwinding from a reel, esne- 
cially designed for the Newsreel 
Theatres. 


Bodiform seats are an innovation 
for a theatre of this type, with the 
back arranged to. give maximum 
comfort, flat suspension spring being 
employed instead of coil snrings. 
Chairs are done in turauoise leather 
seats with turquoise cloth backs. 


_ Lighting in the main auditorium 
is arranged so that the illumination 
is deflected to the sides and does not 
interfere with screen projection. 
House is comoletely air-conditioned 
with an automatic cooling plant for 
hot weather. 


_ Newsreel Theatres group started 
in 1934 when it opened the Embassy 
as the first newsreel theatre in. the 
world. W. French Githens heads the 
onerating company, with Major A. 
G. Rudd. general manager. James 
Brightwell is manager of the A. P. 
theatre. 
Lightweight Action 


Initial progrem at this new the- 
atre includes all five reels congratu- 
lating the latest newsreel house. Lew 
Lehr has his customary clowning 
greeting for Movietone. Ned E. 
Depinet speaks for RKO Pathe while 
Graham McNamee extends Univer- 
sal’s greeting. John B. Kennedy, 
general news commentator for 
Metro’s ‘News of Day,’ and Bill 
Stern, sports narrator, also greet 
the A. P. Newsreel house. Para- 
mount glorifies the cameramen elab- 
orately, catching a sound man at 
work and then showing photogra- 
phers grinding in dangerous loca- 
tions, such as the hurricane area of 
New England, and Sino-Japanese 
battlefront, etc. 


Newsreel parade is lightweight on 
action scenes . So much so that even 
final football battles offer the most 
colorful photographic material. 
Movietone roduces the usually 
vivid Army-Navy struggle at Phila- 
delphia, cameramen doing a skillful 
job in following the lengthy run- 
back of a punt by West Pointer Long 
for the payoff touchdown. Same 
reel’s Duke-Pittsburgh game, won 
by former, 7-0, lensed in a heavy 
snowstorm, is no boost for the Blue 
Devils, as Pitt backs are seen gaining 
almost at will. Tremendous boot of 
Duke’s Tipton, which skidded on a 
slippery field to the Pitt six-inch 
line, leading to the touchdown, is 
accurately pictured. Jeeta 

Paramount plays up the Rose Bowl 
angle is showing Southern Califor- 
nia’s easy victory over UCLA and 
Texas Christian rolling to another 
triumph over Southern Methodist. 
Whereas TCU backs impress both 
on line play and pass catching, USC 
seems to be romping to scores be- 
cause of sluggish play of their rivals. 

Fatal plunge of airliner near San 
Francisco, which snuffed out lives 
of all but two aboard, is treated by 
Movietone with glimpses of wreck- 
age. Developments in Europe con- 
stitute a long procession from Para- 
mount, including Czech situation, 
discharging foreigners from. the 
army at Berberee, King Caro] in 
England, Italo-France pact signing 
(taken before the current crisis) 
and the fall of Hankow. Last-named 
appears to have suffered from cen- 
sorship, showing only a procession 
of refugees, marching soldiers and 
burning buildings. Par’s clip of 
Russian youth starting out on a new 
five-year plan, with a tremendous 
athletic pageant, is tops on photog- 
raphy from Europe. 

German fortifications on Rhine- 
land with concrete pyramids fea- 
tured, is Pathe’s ace contribution 
from across the Atlantic. Refugee 
problem and anti-semitic campaign 
in Naziland is by News of Day, high 
spot being confab between Roosevelt 
and Hugh R. Wilson, ambassador to 
Germany, neat newsreeling. Ameri- 
can delegation to Pan-American 





conference is shown on the eve of 
departure (Par). 
Universal goes 





storm-conscious ' routines to the program. 


with graphic scenes of New York's 
recent blizzard. N. of D. has Harry 
Warner award from the American 
Legion for his stand against ‘isms’ 
being received by his daughter. 
Same reel plugs Boys Town by 
showing its football team playing in 
Los Angeles. 

Lew Lehr has two clips, both un- 
usually funny, for Movie-tone. 
Pathe’s pictures of forest blaze near 
L. A. is routine. 

Par gives lively word description 
of three Nazi spies, sentenced to 
jail. Jay C. Flippen does a spiel 
for Movietone about managerial 
shifts in baseball majors. Wear. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Teddy King orchestra, Buddy 
Hassett & Stan Lomax, Eleanor 
Whitney, Patricia Norman, Slim & 





Slam, Joe Besser & Lee Royce, 
— Troupe; ‘Illegal Traffic’ 
(Par). 





Supposedly ‘dead’ vaudeville takes 
a heartening breath this week here 
with fast and smooth collection of 
pure variety. House full of standees 
during last show Friday (2). 

Speedy 64 minute lineup, includ- 
ing 15-team jitterbug contest, is a 
collection of show stoppers. Every 
turn has to beg off, while m.c.-band- 
master King gets in only two band 
solos. He, too, seems to have im- 
proved a good bit. 

Whirlwind Picchiani Troupe of 
teeterboard experts open show with 
a bang. -Had ’em yelling for more 
when exiting with triple somersault 
of one member into a chair. Local 
baseball idol, Buddy Hassett (New 
Acts) holds the deuce with Stan 
Lomax, WOR sportscaster, getting 
right at auditors with his surpris- 
ingly able baritone. He’s first base- 
man with local nine, Dodgers, and 
former Manhattan all-arounder. 

Patricia Norman, comedy chunk of 
vocal dynamite who has sung with 
half dozen bands, also sends house. 
She hadn’t clicked until her record- 
ing of ‘Ol’ Man Mose’ appeared, but 
she’s making up now. In _ black, 
shoulderless frock, she gives the 
boys an eyeful. Her steam-heated 
pipes sizzle.. Management probably 
instructed her to lay low on locally 
duplicating much-talked-of ‘Mose’ 
disc, but there was little else to dis- 
appoint the crowd which ate up med- 
ley of three and an encore of ‘Rag- 
time Band.’ 

Next in excellently paced show, 
Joe Besser, similarly bowls over 
house with his fat boy routine. Re- 
cently returned from England, and 
brought his showmanly touch back 
with him. Lee Royce, foil, gets off 
a legit bit with baritoning of ‘Ol’ 
Man River’ in good form. Just a 
little weak following boss. 

Eleanor Whitney, film tapper now 
p.a.’"ing, adds to killing with her 
rhythm stepping. She’s lacking some- 
what in routines, but right there in 
delivery and rigging of sleezy black 
transparencies of pajama_ type. 
Makes mistake of telling auditors 
that unlike local liticians she 
works for a living. This borough is 
full of ‘the boys’ as loud silence, fol- 
lowing crack, attested. 

Slim and Slam, originators of 
‘Flat Foot Floogee,’ close profes- 
sional portion of show with red hot 
instrumental swinging. Play three 
tunes, calling them by different 
names, but all sound like variations 
of ‘Floogee.’- Taller one still needs 
brushing up on terping. Otherwise 
deliver well on piano (band’s) and 
own xylophone, guitar, and bass. 

Shag contest is being run in_con- 
nection with Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
Week’s work at theatre and cash go 
to winners when finals come off Dec. 
15. Usual collection of pert and 
pretty kids and their ‘sharpie’ con- 


sorts. Each team given about one 
minute for speedy and _ colorful 
finale of nifty ‘wake.’ Hurl. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 3. 
Buddy Rogers Orch, Elizabeth 
Tilton, Bob Ripa, Arthur Wright, 
Elmer Davis, Shea & Raymond, 
house line; ‘King of Alcatraz’ (Par). 








Forty-five minute show shapes up 
as speedy and well routed with va- 
riety of music, vocals, assisting acts, 
and clowning. Rogers, besides 
switch-waving, shows his wares on 
the vocals, and also takes his turn 
as an instrumentalist. 

Elizabeth Tilton is brought on 
early for brace of vocals and a duet 
with Rogers. She classes as more of 
the sweet ty of songstress and 
lists among the better femme vo- 
calists heard here. 

Band struts its stuff in a cavalcade 
of songs by Irving Berlin and again 
in closing with Rogers bringing in 
his standard turn of playing roster 
of instruments. Male singing is 
handled by Arthur Wright, tenor. 
Elmer Davis is assigned gag work. 

Ball-twirling type of juggling is 
offered by Bob Ripa in a snappy 
routine. As much of this type of 
handling has been seen here lately, 
Ripa shows some new ones and 
snappily executed. 

Shea and Raymond concentrate 
on comic dancing, with pantomimic 
clowning, and make the best of an 
opening eccentric routine and a 
semi-acrobatic closing which clicks. 

House line adds two eae 

tin. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 
Keene Twins and Vic & LaMarr, 
Oxford Boys, Eunice Healy, Milton 
Douglass & Co., Gang Busters, Stuff 
Smith orchestra, Lou Schrader house 
band; ‘Up the River’ (20th). 








Fairly entertaining show, although 
an unusual one, whose marquee 
draw is certainly not all-around, is 
achieved by the Earle this sesh. Two 


principal hypoes are being flaunted 
—Gang Busters,’ Phillips Lord’s 
radio thriller group, making its first 
stage appearance, and Stuff Smith’s 
band from the Onyx Club, N. Y. 
Although a large number of Phila- 
delphians apparently are unfamiliar 
with the ‘Gang Busters,’ latter’s ap- 
peal seemed broader than expected. 
Stuff Smith, known strictly to the 
jive nuts only, and even they seemed 
to be out in fewer numbers than 
usual this week. Biz off when 
caught at opener. 

Show is divided into two portions, 
necessitated by the fact that Smith’s 
band is not the type to play for the 
acts. So Lou Schrader’s able pit 
crew is hoisted aboard the stage to 
do the show. When that’s finished, 
climaxed by ‘Gang Busters,’ house 
band returns to the pit and Smith 
combo takes over for its end of the 
entertainment. Stage background, 
incidentally, is noticeably nifty this 
week, adorned by nothing more 
than deep red drops. 

M.c, chores handled partially by 
Milton Douglass and partially by an 
off-stage voice, which is unfortu- 
nately cold and not too easy to un- 
derstand. Schrader rontingent opens, 
followed by the Keene Twins and 
Vic and LaMarr. Act consists of 
two males and two femmes in terp- 
ing and hand-to-hand acrobatics. All 
appear for flash finale’ Satisfactory 
as a fill-in, but act completely lacks 
distinction. 

Milton Douglass and a couple 
foils, who make up the billing ‘com- 
pany,’ deliver gags that are good 
for healthy chuckles after Douglass 
gets the WPA-worker jokes off his 
chest. Turn is okay otherwise. 

Oxford Boys Mimic the coun- 
try’s major bands. Music (all vocal, 
except for a guitar) is good and 
imitations uncanny. Switching to 
stylized vocalizing for encores is all 
aay but not as good as the original 
stint. 

Eunice Healy, who formerly 
terped with the Benny Goodman 
crew, is comely and nicely dressed 
to reveal swell pair of gams, Her 
tapping is proficient. 

‘Gang Busters’ (New Acts) is in 
the wind-up spot of this portion of 
the show, providing 16 minutes of 
dramatic hypo, plus an interesting 
glimpse into the airing of a radio 
stanza. Stuff Smith follows, with 
his six-man crew set upon a plat- 
form in  center-stage. Outfit is 
plenty torrid, jamming all the time 
with the swingiest swing recently 
heard in these parts. Smith, him- 
self, is the principal slower-up. 
A evens unfamiliar with the 
added formality needed in playin 
a 3,000-seat house, he gossips wi 
and plays to a small clique of jit- 
terbugs out front instead of sticking 
to his music. His work on an elec- 
tric violin swell. Herb. 


Nixon's Grand, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec, 2. 
Bill Robinson, Willie Bryant, Ra- 
dio Aces, Jimmy Baskette, George 
Williams, Ford, Marshall and Jones, 
Desoree Alexander Line (12), C 


ar- 
ter’s orchestra; ‘Gang Bullets’ 
(Mono). 








House, in its second week, is gain. 
ing momentum after bad weather 
got it away to a slow start last sesh 
with Ethel Waters in top spot. Place 
is operated by Negro help in a 
heavily Negro-populated section, but 
the presence of Bill Robinson as the 
marquee draw this turn is bringing 
in a flock of profitable ofay trade, 
which, if it continues, may spell suc- 
cess. Another bid for same t of 
trade is the presence of the ‘Radio 
Aces,’ white act which has clicked 
solidly here several times at the 
Earle, Failure, however, to give it 
sufficient billing seems to have been 
a mistake. 

Although offering ran more than 
two hours, far too long, when caught, 
show is given careful production. 
Whole thing, of course, centers prin- 
cipally around Robinson, who on 
stage singing, dancing, and playing 
in skits a good part of the time. He’s 
aided considerably by Willie Bryant, 
minus his orchestra, 

Curtain-opener is appearance of 
the line of 12 fairish terpers, pass- 
able on looks, but noticeably short 
on presentable gams. They chirp a 
number about autographs, backed by 
a set which consists of a huge auto- 

aph book. As pages are seemingly 

ipped, impersonators of various 
Negro stars walk forth from them, 
doing the numbers for which they 
are t known. Includes Maxine 
Sullivan, Ella Fitzgerald, Ethel 
Waters, late Florence Mills, and 
— Bill Robinson himself. 

Ro inson, despite age and the 
thousands of younger hoofers ham- 
mering at his door, remains without 
a doubt the undisputed master of the 
tap a He breaks up his routine 
nicely by giving the gals in the line 
lessons in tapping up a wide flight of 

(Continued on page 55) 
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46 VARIETY 








‘Cant Take It’ Folds on Broadway 
After 103 Weeks, Fifth Longest Run 








When ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
closed on Broadway Saturday (3) it 
just missed making a two-year run. 
It retired with a record of the fifth 
longest run, having played 103 weeks. 
‘Three Men On a Horse’ recorded 


the same number of weeks but ‘Can’t’ 
was given for 837 performances just 
two more than ‘Horse.’ 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ holds the rec-! 
ord. with “Tobacco Road,’ still cur- | 
rent, the runner-up. Latter rounded | 
out five years Saturday. ‘The Bat’ 
and ‘Lightnin’’ are the other plays 
that exceeded ‘Can’t’ and ‘Horse.’ 
Road company of ‘Can't’ also closed 
Saturday in Texas. Original company 
played most of the run at the Booth, 
moved to the Imperial and finally the 
Ambassador. 

‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ which also 
folded Saturday, is a major casualty 
of the season. The closing of both at- 
tractions leaves Broadway without a 
Sam H. Harris presentation for the 
first time in years at this stage of the 
season. Same goes for Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman, who wrete both 
‘Can’t’ and ‘Invalid.’ However, the 
authors are co-producers of ‘Sing Out 
The News,’ at Harris’ Music Box. 
Harris, Hart and Kaufman, however, 
will be in action again soon, “The 
American Way’ going into rehearsal 
at the Center, N. Y., next week. Hart 
and Kaufman wrote the piece which 
Harris will produce. 

‘Invalid’ warmed the hearts of 
people connected with show business 
but could not climb to real money. 
Claimed to have operated to a profit 
during the eight weeks (65 perform- 
ances) of the engagement but when 
takings dropped under $14,000, the 
Broadhurst, where it was housed, lost 
money and notice to vacate came 
from its management, the Shuberts, 
who moved their ‘Bachelor Born’ 
there Monday (5) from the Morosco. 
‘Bachelor’ has =oved several times 
Since it first opened a little less than 
a year ago. Total gross for ‘Invalid’ 
was about $120,000. 








THE FABULOUS INVALID 

Opened Oct. 8, ’38. Reviews 
were hot and cold. Anderson 
(Journal-American): ‘A salute 
te the theatre.’ Atkinson termed 
it ‘A ponderous show that re- 
affirms the commonplace.’ Va- 
RIETY ([bee). ‘Should be a defi- 
nite click.’ 











‘Glorious Morning’ was with- 
drawn from the Mansfield after play- 
ing one week and one night. It’s 
among a cycle of anti-dictator plays 
which failed to register, 





GLORIOUS MORNING 


having been withdrawn from the 
Longacre after ‘seven performances. 
Another ineffectual anti-Nazi drama. 





LORELEI 


Dinehart Play for N. Y. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 


Alan Dinehart’s legit play ,“Thanks 
For My Wife,’ is due for a Broadway 
opening in February if current nego- 
tiations go through. 

Play was tried out in Santa Bar- 
bara several weeks ago with Dine- 
hart and his wife (Mozelle Brittone) 
as the leads. 











Opened Nov. 29, 538. Another 
whose passport to Broadway 
was editorially revoked. An- 
derson (Journal): ‘Four pro- 
ducers gave it everything it 
needed except a wastebasket.’ 
Atkinsen labeled it ‘singularly 
fugacious drama, poorly acted 
and directed.’ 


MUSICALS’ RISE 
HIKES CHORUS | 
JOBS 











Outlook for Chorus Equity is the | 
most favorable since early depression | 
season as result of the upswing 
in musical shows on Broadway this 
fall. Break came following the rul- 
ing which limited the chorus union 
to the legit stage and turned night 
clubs and presentation theatres over 
to the American Federation of Ac- 
tors, the vaudeville union. 

Last season the chorus group ran 
into a deficit, partly because of its 
outlays in the night club field, which 
were halted when jurisdiction was 
switched. Most of the deficit, how- 
ever, was accumulated because there 
had been few musicals. Association 
is now stated to be operating profit- 
ably with the increase in musical 
shows. The percentage of members 
employed is the best in years. Indi- 
cations are that last season’s deficit 
has already been wiped out. 


Edw. S. Brown Bkpt. 


Edward Sargent Brown, theatrical 
producer, filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy in N. Y. Federal Court 
Thursday (1) listing his debts at 
$2,550 and no assets. 

Among creditors he named in the 
petition are Actors Equity, to the 
account of ‘The Intruder’ eompany, 
$300; Select Theatres Corp, (Shu- 
berts), $554 and Stage Mag, $160. 











' expenditures will be required. 
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Experience an Object 





Prize story going the rounds 
among actors currently is the 
one about the young character 





Equity and S.A.G. 


Lend $36,000 to | 
AFRA for Drive 


| 

Equity has lent $18,000 to the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists for organization purposes and 
the Screen Actors Guild is said to 
have aided to an equal extent. To 
date, AFRA has spent around $65,000, 
but it’s figured that no further heavy 





Claimed the radio union has a defi- 
cit of $2,000, not counting debts to 
affiliates in the Associated Actors 


and Artistes of America, the parent 
performer union. 

Equity agreed to help finance the 
radio union, after it relinquished 
jurisdiction over it, because a large 
percentage of its members are on 
the air. It had been estimated that 
had Equity organized radio it would 


have cost the association around 
$50,000. 
AFRA received $12,500 from 


Equity sometime ago but recently 
asked for the balance, which was 
tentatively okayed several weeks 
ago. Amount was ordered paid by 
the Council last week. 


McLaughlin Ill in. Cleve. 


Robert McLaughlin is reported 
seriously ill at Mt. Sinai hospital, 
Cleveland. He had been on the Coast 
for the past year or so but returned 
to his home town for treatment. Af- 
fliction is reported to be arterio- 
sclerosis (hardening of the arteries). 

McLaughlin formerly operated the 
Ohio, Cleveland, which booked le- 
git shows for many seasons. He was 
also connected with several Broad- 
way productions as author-manager. 











‘Where Do We Go From Here?’ 








Opened Nov. 26, ’38. All ex- 
cept Lockridge (Sun) concurred 
in negative opinions. Watts 
(Herald Tribune) labeled it 
‘stern, but dramatically inef- 
fectual.’ Lockridge: ‘At times 
one of the most telling recently 
written against autecracy.’ Va- 
rand (Ibee): ‘Questionable stage 

are.’ 











‘Soliloquy’ was withdrawn after 
the second night at the Empire. Drew 
weak press. Play was on the Coast 
prior to N. Y. 





SOLILOQUY 

Opened Nov. 28, 38. Thumbs 
down all around on this Empire 
entry. Brown (Post): ‘It’s all 
pretty confusing, and pretty 
bad, too.’ Coleman (Mirror): 
‘In sum, it’s a dud.’ Variety 
(fbee): ‘Chances are that nega- 
tive reviews will prevail.’ 











‘Gloriana’ shut at the Little on the 
same evening after playing four 
nights (opened previous Friday). It, 
too, drew thumbs down from the 
press. It was announced the play 
would be revised and resume this 
week, then the manager set reopen- 
ing later in the month, but it’s doubt- 
ful of reaching the boards again. 





GLORIANA 

Opened Nov. 25, 38. Crities 
thought alike on this—n. g¢. 
Atkinson (Times) called it ‘in- 
different stuff.’ Mantle (News) 
said ‘the whole adventure is 
unfortunate.’ Variety (Land): 
‘Dees not bring enough to lift 
it inte b. o. dimensions.’ 











‘Lorelei’ is still another casualty, 


Playwright William Bowers Seeks That Answer in 
Attempt to Revive Recent Fold 





‘Where Do We Go from Here?’, 
which recently played a short en- 
gagement at the Vanderbilt, New 
York, may be put on for another try 


at the Mercury theatre, New York. 
William Bowers, its 22-year-old au- 
thor, and Will Dean, one of the ac- 
tors, are negotiating for capital to re- 
open it. Stated that all they need is 
about $2,000 for the Equity bond and 
a guarantee for the house rental. 

Oscar Hammerstein and Dwight 
Taylor, who presented the comedy 
at the Vanderbilt, have given Bowers 
the physical production. Young 
playwright had a tentative offer from 
the Shuberts to put the show into 
one of their houses, but that glim- 
mered. There have also been two 
nibbles for the film rights, but noth- 
ing definite. Meanwhile, the cast is 
still available and if the needed coin 
can be raised, it will immediately go 
back into the show, presumably on 
minimum salaries. Players had of- 
fered to go co-operative to keep 
‘Where’ running at the Vanderbilt, 
but Equity nixed the suggestion. 

Bowers and the others figure the 
show might get by at the Mercury, 
since it could operate on an unusu- 
ally slim nut there. Claimed it was 
steadily building at the Vanderbilt 
but the producers didn’t care to 
carry it on the mere chance of its 
climbing into the money. 

Regardless of whether ‘Where’ gets 
back on the boards, Bowers plans 
to stay in New York, at least for a 
season or two. Encouraging recep- 
tion from the critics and other 





Broadwayites have convinced the au- 
thor and his acting friends, who came 


on from the Coast to appear in the 
play, that they could. establish 
themselves in legit. All six are liv- 
ing in a couple of rooms to keep 
down expenses. Two have had film 
offers since their appearance in 
‘Where,’ but they intend to stick it 
out in N.Y. Besides Bowers and 
Dean, they include Don De Fore, 
John James, Edmund Glover and Mi- 
chael Owen. All made their Broad- 
way debuts with ‘Where.’ 

Meanwhile, Bowers is turning the 
script of ‘Where’ over to the Dra- 
matists Play Service, Inc., offshoot 
of the Dramatists Guild, to handle 
the amateur rights. Comedy, which 
Was regarded as innocuous, but 
rather funny, by the critics, is fig- 
ured a likely bet for little theatre 
presentation. It will be changed 
slightly, the original version being 
restored for amateur use. Amateur 
royalties will probably be $25 for 
first performance, plus $15 for each 
subsequent performance, of which 
the authors receive 80%. Expected 
that after the comedy is established 
on the amateur list, it will bring 
Bowers at least living expenses for 
a couple of years. He's already at 
work on a new play. 

Anatol Winogradoff, Broadway ac- 
tor, had his first directorial assign- 
ment in “Where.” Best remembered 
for his performance as Esdras, the 
Jewish patriarch in ‘Winterset,’ he 
originally came from the Moscow 
Art -Players by way of Berlin and 
Paris, with an extended stay in Yid- 
dish theatres. When he took the part 
in ‘Winterset’ he could not speak 
English, but learned the lines par- 


femme who was turned down 
by a talent agency because she 
had too much_ experience. 
Asked how much experience 
she had to her credit, she told 
the legit agent she had been in 
Broadway shows for 10 years. 

‘Oh, you wouldn’t do,’ was 
the agent’s dizzy reply. ‘You 
see we are interested only in 
inexperienced people and in 
building them up.’ 


CONKLES $3,230 
FOR ‘PROLOGUE 
TOPS FOR FIP 


Top money in royalties paid to 
playwrights who wrote new shows 
produced by the Federal Theatre 
Project in the last three years ap- 
pears to have gone to Edwin P. 
Conkle, who scripted ‘Prologue to 
Glory.’ He had received $3,230 up 
to Oct. 31. Play recently closed in 
New York after playing 29 weeks, 
It’s now showing out of town. 
Authors of new plays presented 
by the FTP receive $50 weekly for 
the first three weeks, $75 for the 
next three and $100 weekly there- 
after. Some royalties are lower and 
range down to $10 weekly. 

It had generally been believed 
that Sinclair Lewis would have been 
paid top royalties for his ‘It Can’t 
Happen Here,’ but the number of 
companies originally planned was 
curtailed. The Lewis play drew the 
biggest royalty, approximating $6,000 
in all, but the fees were split be- 
tween Lewis and John C. Moffitt, 
who collaborated in the dramatiza- 
tion of Lewis’ novel, ‘Can’t Happen,’ 
royalties for the N. Y. engagement 
were $2,600 and more than double 
that was earned on out-of-town 
showings. 

William Du Bois was paid $2,750 
for ‘Haiti,”, Howard Koch got $1,325 
for ‘The Lonely Man,’ Frederic Wolf 
drew $1,175 for ‘Professor Mamlock,’ 
and Paul Vulprius $1,170 for ‘Help 
Yourself.’ ‘On the Rocks’ was rated 
low, George Bernard Shaw getting 
$220. 

WPA recently announced it paid 
$35,000 in royalties for new plays 
presented by the organization. In- 
cluded are those handled by experi- 
mental units, including ‘Everywhere 
I Roam,’ by Arnold Sundgaard, 
which is being produced by Marc 
Connelly and Bela Blau on Broad- 
way. Some 136 new plays, written 
by more than 100 authors, are listed 
by WPA as having been presented 
in the last three years. Most of the 
writers are unknowns. 

















Syracuse Pushes Am. 
Theatre; 3 Groups Start 


Syracuse, Dec. 6. 

Minus all drama since a series of 
road shows flopped last summer, 
Syracuse is now experiencing an am- 
ateur theatre movement. Three such 
units are currently active. A Com- 
munity Theatre group, aided by local 
radio stations, is being formed and 
may tie up with the Federal Theatre 
Project. 

Sawyer Falk, director of dramatics 
at Syracuse University, is also dab- 
bling with a little theatre project 
too, the university holding the lease 
on the Civie theatre, is getting ac- 
tive. First play by the university, 
directed by Falk, will be ‘Wingless 
Victory,’ which will open for a six- 
night run Thursday night (9). 





Albright’s New Play 


Untitled new play by Hardie Al- 
bright, who wrote ‘All the Living’ 
last season, may be tested in near 
future by Carnegie Tech drama 
school in Pittsburgh. Script has been 
sent to H. A. Boettcher, head of de- 
partment. and he’s known to be seri- 
ously considering a production. 

Albright is a graduate in dramatics 








rot fashion, 


at Tech. 








Mor. League Plans Curb on Ticket 
Taxes; Road Showmen Pledge Aid 


4 





, 


New movement to eliminate or 
lower theatre admission taxes hag 
been started by the League of New 
York Theatres. An appeal for sup- 
port has been made to out-of-town 
showmen through the National As. 
sociation of the Legitimate Theatre, 
formed several years ago as an arm 
to the League, which consists of pro- 
ducers, house-owners and operators. 

Many replies from showmen, have 
been received, all favoring the idea. 
The answers were coupled, too, with 
queries as to when shows would be 
sent into territory without them for 
years. Some local managers stated 
that because of the dearth of road 
shows, their houses had changed 
policy, mostly to pictures. 

The American Theatre Council 
proposed sending field men to the 
road to work out subscription cam- 
paigns in support of touring shows 
next season. The pian has been in 
abeyance because producers have not 
indicated that shows will then be 
available. 

ATC’s program is to pass on plays 
submitted. They would be guar- 
anteed against loss under the sub- 
scription system. Decision on 
whether field men will be sent out 
is expected to be made after the 
holidays. 


Pre-Xmas Two-Week 
Shutdown for ‘Sing 
Out’ OKd by Equity 


Max Gordon was given an okay 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Equity to 
close ‘Sing Out the News,’ at the 
Music Box, N. Y., for two weeks be- 
fore Christmas. It was provided, 
however, that the cast must agree 
to the closing and that Gordon must 
guarantee at least two more weeks’ 
run when the show reopens. In 
asking for permission, Gordon ex- 
plained that he hopes to find a 
larger house for ‘Sing’ and lower the 
scale from the present $4.40 top. 
Musical has been doing most of its 
business on the lower-priced seats. 

Permission was likewise granted 
by the council to Mare Conneily to 
rehearse his forthcoming show, 
‘Everywhere I Roam,’ for five weeks 
instead of the usual four. Producer 
described his production as a spec- 
tacle somewhat in the nature of 
‘Green Pastures.’ 

In a special order of business, the 
council also instructed Paul Dullzell, 
executive secretary, to write letters 
to the various council members who 
habitually miss the body’s meetings, 
requesting their attendance when- 
ever possible and urging their co- 
operation. Final decision in all in- 
dividual cases was left in the hands 
of the executive secretary. 


Morgan Skips Radio To 
Produce ‘Wife’ on B’way 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Brewster Morgan, radio producer 
for the Ward Wheelock agency and 
CBS, is returning to Broadway and 
his first love, stage direction. After 
consulting with Howard Reinheimer, 
theatrical attorney, who flew in from 
New York, Morgan took an option on 
‘William’s Wife,’ a play by Tom Len- 
non, scenarist. Morgan left yester- 
day (Monday) for the east to get 
started on the preliminaries and to 
try and induce Maurice Evans to play 
the lead. 

Under contract to CBS as pro- 
ducer, Morgan will ask for an ex- 
tension of his leave of absence to 
prepare, direct and produce the stage 
piece. He produced the recent 
Shakespeare summer series for Co- 
lumbia. 

















Ullman on Coast To 
Direct FTP Operations 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 

James Ullman arrived from New 
York to replace George Gerwing as 
Southern California director for the 
Federal Theatre Project. He said he 
would spend a week getting ac- 
quainted with the job before making 
any changes. 

Gerwing goes east Dec. 12 to take 
charge of the New England FTP. 
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CUT IN TICKET 





Equity's Actor Protection from WPA; 
Wants Rehearsal Limits, Time Credits 








Session held last week between 
Equity’s WPA committee and the 
Federal Theatre Project heads in 
New York points to an agreement 
on several regulations, Establish- 
ment of a three-month period dur- 
ing which Federal shows must com- 
plete rehearsals and be ready for 
presentation is desired by Equity. 
WPA officers, however, want more 
leeway in production and did not 
assent to maximum time limit, which 
is more than double average for 
commercial shows. 

Equity also seeks to set a five- 
week probationary period after 
which an actor may not be replaced ! 
(five days in the period of Broad-| 
way after which the actor must be} 





London Whimsy 


London, Nov. 22. 

Real live ‘ghost’ is reported 
to be haunting BBC cleaners 
working in St. George’s Hall, 
from which variety broadcasts 
are made. Claim they saw a 
top-hatted figure sitting in the 
stalls taking copious notes. 

Query now is whether the 
‘haunt’ is that of Neville Maske- 
lyne, who founded the hall as 
a theatre of magic an" illusion 
in the last century, who in- 
variably sat in the stalls- noting 
down criticisms of his own 
shows, and who w s an avowed 
disbeliever in phantoms. 








paid at least two weeks’ salary if) 








not retained). Should players be} 


transferred from one cast to another, | ¢ 


all banked time for which player 
was subject to call would be can- 
celed. 
96 Hours a Month 

Under the working arrangement 
the actor is guaranteed 96 hours 
within the fiscal period of one month 
so that all be entitled to the full 
security wage (about $23.50 weekly). 
Hours ‘banked’ to the benefit of the 
administration are recorded only 
during rehearsals and not beyond the 
first three months and all such time 
due is used within the last two 
weeks of rehearsals prior to opening. 


Time Sheets 

When players are called for re- 
hearsal or casting it shall count as 
two hours, whether used or not, and 
the administration is to keep records 
(time sheets) on all unused time. No 
call is to exceed eight hours within 
one day. If the player is not needed 
on any specific day or days, he shall 
not be required to report at the 
office solely to sign in on the time 
sheets. 

Those players not assigned to re- 


(Continued on page 51) 


Phil Baker Folds 
Tdiot’ in Toronto: 
Hits Tour ‘Check 


Montreal, Dec. 6. 

Phil Baker is closing with ‘Idiot's , 
Delight’ in Toronto this week (10), 
disbanding his company of 35, and 
returning to New York instead of | 
proceeding to the Coast with the 
show, as originally planned. 

Despite reported advance sales of | 
close to $5,000 for the Toronto book- | 
ing, Baker stated here that in view | 
of the limited territory, which has | 
been made available to him by the | 
Theatre Guild, he cannot undertake 
to pilot the Robert E. Sherwood | 
Opus any further. 

















BLACKBIRDS’ TO OPEN 
IN N. Y; KRAMER B.R.S 


‘Blackbirds,’ the colored revue 
which came < cropper in Boston be- 
cause of bankroll trouble, is due to 
reform. Slated to open at the 44th 
Street, New York, Dec. 23. Musical 
will be moderately scaled, either 
$2.20 or $2.75 top. 


Show is under the direction of 
Lew Leslie, who formerly presented 
colored revue with the same title. 
Backer is Nate Kramer, well-known 
to show business through his man- 
agement connection with the Edison 
hotel, N. Y. Kramer called a halt 
on the mone, end during the Bos- 
ton date but decided to invest fur- 
ther after an agreement last week. 
Boris Said, operator of the 44th 
Street, is reported to have invested 
but that’s denied. 





OLUTION FOR 
BROKER BEEFS 


‘Big Three’ Threatens to 
Nix Tax Due to ‘Small’ 
Allotments — Appease- 
ment Would Necessitate 


Giving Rise to Talk of a 
Grab 


— 


HIGHER PRICES 





Reduction of the number of 


so far as the leading brokers are con- 
cerned. Such a move was suggested 
by indirection last week when Mc- 
| Bride’s, Postal-Leblang and Tysons 





(Sullivan-Kay) told the League of | 
New York Theatres protested the) 
payment of 3%4c. per ticket, because, | 


jalthough major distributors, they 
were neither getting a break in 
the number of tickets allotted nor 
enough good locations. 

Squawk over the ticket levy was 
interpreted as meaning that allot- 
ments should be increased, which 
would cut down the number given 
smaller agencies, if not elimination 
of the latter entirely. Other agency 
men quickly sensed the plan and 
claimed a grab was contemplated, 
which they charged was in the wind 
some months ago, prior to the ticket 
code. 

In reply to the ‘big three,’ the 
League is reported to have asked 
for time to work out another allot- 
ment setup. How the League can 
disregard any of the brokers who 


(Continued on page 50) 





— 





Hallie Flanagan Denies Charges 
At Dies Hearing That FTP Shows 


Contain Communist Propaganda 





Curtailment of Distribs, 


| agencies on Broadway is the inti-| 
mated solution to the ticket situation | 





Social Significance 





Washington, Dec. 6. 

Cabinet Secretaries Frances 
Perkins, Henry Wallace, Henry 
Morganthau, Harold Ickes, As- 
sistant Attorney General Rob- 
ert Jackson and William Green, 
president of the American 
Federation of Labor, attended 
showing of ‘Pins and Needles’ 
last night (Monday) at the Na- 
tional theatre here. All but 
Ickes wound up backstage after 
show. 

Green is said to have decided 
to attend after being informed 
that John L. Lewis, head of the 
Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganization, had swtiched his 
box to Wednesday night (7) 
benefit performance for the 
CIO. 











MINTURN FOR McGEE 
AS MIDWEST FTP HEAD 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 


Revision in the executive lineup of 
the local Federal Theatre Project, 
has resulted in the departure of John 
McGee as head of the midwest 
division, and his replacement here by 
Harry Minturn. 

Minturn had previously served a 
short term as acting chief here fol- 
lowing George Kondolf’s shift to the 
New York division. 

McGee figures to continue with the 
FTP elsewhere. 


























THIRD OF A CENTURY 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


To Be Published Late In December 


Baker said that he had asked the | 


Guild to open up southern territory | 
known | 


where he is very well 
through radio, but claimed his route 
had been limited to Toronto, Buf- 
falo, Salt Lak: City, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, Play has .al- 
ready been done on the Coast. In 


Buffalo the Lunts nosedived with | 


the same production. 
It’s understood that the Theatre 


more territory for Baker on the | 


grounds that the Lunts, whom they 
presented last year in the piece, may 


tour with their own production in | 


the towns Baker wanted to play. 
The Baker production of ‘Idiot's 
Delight’ drew rave notices from the 
local dailies, with high praise for 
Baker's performance, but with little 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 


effect in jacking up boxoffice re- ' 


ceipts, 


Show only did about $5,500 on the” 


week here. Baker is said to have 
dropped plenty in the piece, about 
$3,000 in Montreal alone. 

zPhil Baker is set on a new radio 
commercial via CBS Jan. 7. 
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Washington, Dec. 6. 
round in the preliminary 
skirmish between Hallie Flanagan, 
national director of the Federal The- 
atre Project, and the Dies committee, 
investigating un-American activities, 
was won today (Tuesday) by Mrs. 
Flanagan, who pointed out that FTP 
has been combating ‘un-American in- 
activity’ since FTP’s inception in 
1935. 

Describing her organization 
resting on the ‘widest, most Amer- 
ican base that any theatre has ever 
been built upon,’ Mrs. Flanagan re- 
peatedly denied charges that FTP 


First 


as 





productions contain communist prop- 
aganda or that she herself is a com- 
munist. Only 26 out of 924 FTP 
productions, including ‘Third of a 
Nation,’ ‘Power,’ ‘Injunction Grant- 
ed’ and similar plays, are propagan- 
distic, she declared, and these are 
built upon ‘propaganda for democ- 
racy, but not for communism.’ 
Ties Up Probers 


The Vassar professor, who receiv- 
ed first Guggenheim Foundation Fel- 
lowship ever given to a woman and 
was sent to Europe in 1926 to make 
a comparative study of the theatre 
in various lands, succeeded in tying 
up committee members on numerous 
points in the testimony. Greatest 
discomfort was shown by Represen- 
tative Starnes, Alabama, who criti- 
cized use by Mrs. Flanagan of the 
| word ‘Marlowe-esque,’ and charged 
| that she was ‘quoting from this fel- 
| low Marlowe—and he’s a communist, 
|of course.” Mrs. Flanagan’s reply 
| that she was referring to Christopher 
| Marlowe, 16th century British poet, 
drew snorts of appreciation from 
spectators. 

Yesterday’s squabble over ‘Return 
of the Beavers,’ children’s FTP pro- 
duction, was also defended by the 
diminutive Vassarite. Criticism of 
Brooks Atkinson, New York, Times 
drama crick, that play tended to in- 
terest kids in revolution, was ques 
tioned by Mrs, Flanagan, who 
brought out replies of 50 pubiic 
school moppets showing that their 


(Continued on page 51) 


TMAT, Shuberts 
In Wage Row On 
Hub, Chi Mors. 


Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, although reported 
to have agreed on wage scales for 
the front of the house in key cities, 
has come to an impasse with the 
Shuberts over the pay of theatre 
managers in Boston and Chicago. 
TMAT, at a board meeting last week, 
set today (Wednesday) as the dead- 
line for ending the argument. Other- 
wise, picketing in both spots may 
follow if the board does not order 
out the boxoffice staffs. 

Minimum set by the basic agree- 
ment in New York calls for $100 
weekly salary for house managers. 
|Shuberts have offered to pay $85, 
| saying that such jobs should not call 
| for the same pay as for N., Y. legit- 
jers. Company managers receive 
|higher pay when on the road, mini- 
|mum being $150. 

The Shuberts are said to contend 
,that neither Boston nor Chicago is 
‘as important theatrically as other 
road stands, a viewpoint contested 
‘by TMAT on the strength of records. 
| For a time Boston led out-of-town 
stands while Chicago, which had that 
|rating for years, now tops, figured 
by the number of attractions playing 
, the Loop. 

| Manager of the Colonial, Boston, 
iis paid the union scale of $100. 

House is an Erlanger property. 
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Plays on Broadway 





American Landscape 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Cort Dec. 3, °33, by the Playrights Com- 


pany; written by Elmer Rice; staged by 
the author; $3.30 top. 

Captain Anthony Dale....George Macready 
Betty Kutno........+-+seee. Patricia Palmer 
Frances Dale Spinner,....- Rachel Hartzell 
Gerald Spimner.....sesceeeesss Donald Cook 











Carlotta Dale......-ccccseees Phoebe Foster 
William Fiske.......sssee+.+. Howard Miller 
Captain Frank Dale...... Charles Waldron 
Censtance Dale..........-.....Sylvia Weld 
Jae Kutmo. cice..csccccces Theodore Newton 
Captain Samuel Dale.....-. Charles Dingle 
Klaus Stillgebauer.......... Alfred A. Hesse 
Melt Flanders.................Isebel Elsom 
Captain Heinrich Kleinschmidt......... 
Con MacSunday 
Harriet Beecher Stowe....... Lillian Foster 
Paul Kutme....ccccsccccsceces Jules Bennett 
Abby Kutnos ...secccscsecess Ethel Intropidi 
Nils Karenson...... oneen ea Aage Steenshorne | 
Henri Dupont........-+.++- Pierre D'Ennery | 
Patrick O'Brien........J. Hammond Dailey | 
Rev. Jasper Washingion, Emory Richardson 
Abraham Cohen.............. Philip Singer 
Elmer Rice of the producing Play- 


wrights returns to the theatre as an 
author with a drama of warning and | 
protest against the danger to civil- 
ization of autocracies. ‘American 
Landscrape’ is the best of the anti- | 
dictator plays of recent showing, yet 
doubtful of acceptance by the aver-| 
age playgoer because of the intro- 
duction of fantastic characters. | 


Adhering to an active production | 5 


schedule, the Playwrights started | 
with the sock drama, ‘Abe Lincoln | 
in Illinois,’ and followed it with an- 
other indicated money show, ‘Knick- 
ebocker Holiday.’ Both have his- | 
torical backgrounds, as has ‘Amer- | 
ican Landscave.’ But the latter im-| 
presses as running a distinct third to 
the earlier starters. That its aed 
sage is important is without doubt. 


Nor can the timeliness of the theme | ; 


be disputed. But serious works of 
this nature have given a drab aspect 
to this fall's straight plays, placing 
the musicals in the van. 


‘Landscape’ takes in plenty of ter- 
ritory, including pot shots at Holly- 
wood, but the author’s principal aim 
is to display the American spirit as 
opposed to Naziism. He believes that 
the intelligent youth of the land will 
make sacrifices to maintain lberty 
rather than take the easy way out. 
For his thesis he _ selects the 
younger element of the Dale family, 
Connecticut residents since the Rev- 
olution but now verging on deca- 
dence. 


Captain Frank Dale, 75, fought 
with Teddy Reosevelt at San Juan. 
He is the leading citizen of Daleford, 
and operates the shoe factory which 
is slipping rapidly. He proposes not 
only to sell out to the trust, but dis- 
pose of the 200-acre farm and its fine 
old house: Site is sought by a Ger- 
man-American group which plans 
to set up a community for ‘cul- 
tural’ training. 


The major factor that sways the 

old man in his decision to sell out 
and retire is the organization of a 
union within the plant. He does not 
exactly oppose the move but dislikes 
the. modern trend. Frances, one 
granddaughter wed to a scenario 
scribbler disillusioned with Holly- 
wood, then suggests they work the 
farm and make it profitable again. 
Constance, another Dale of spirit, de- 
cides to remain in Dalesford and 
teach school. Her mate is a young 
factory aide, though she originally 
was affianced to an attorney. 
. First intimation that ghost people, 
Mead for long periods, are part of the 
oceedings, is the appearance of 
ony who had been blinded and 
killed in the World ‘War. He was the 
husband of Carlotta, whose children 
are *rances and Constance. Later 
in ringing tones he tells the as- 
semblage that the A.E.F. and the 
Allies were not successful in saving 
the world for democracy. The end 
of the war was a mistake. It should 
have gone further, wiping from the 
face of the earth the type of peo- 
ple responsible for atrocities abroad, 
Peaany the wild men in high 
places. 

Introduction of the vrogenitors of 
the Dales is explained by the sun- 
posed custom that leaders of the 
clan gather when the family faces a 
crisis. Whether audiences will ac- 
cept that sort of fantasy is questien- 
able, although last season’s hit 
dramas included a somewhat similar 
license (‘On Borrowed Time’). His- 
torical personages enter the Dale 
homestead and virtually join the 
family circle, garbed in the costumes 
of long ago. Included are Harriet 
Beecher Stowe and Moll Flanders, 
who admits she sinned in her time 
but warns Frances’ husband he errs 
in mixing up with a film siren. 
Others from out of the dim past is a 
Dale in the uniform of the Colonials, 
another in the blue of the Civil War 
(he was a German and declares that 
upon coming to America he became 
as ood an American as anyone). 

Employees from the factory. 
townsmen, and others come te vlead 
with the elder Dale not to sell out. 
He is stricken and dies 10 days later 
but not before drawing up a new 
will, ovening the wav for the younger 
generation to rehabilitate the estate. 
This they enthusiastically decide to 
do. The pervle of the past, satis- 
fied with the outlook. denart to 
whence the author broucht them. 

There is nlaving strereth in the 








| Con 
| captain, 


[ailing Arthur Byron, portraying the 


aged Dale. Rachel Hartzell is ex- 
cellent as the young wife Frances. 
So are Sylvia Weld as the other 
daughter, and Phoebe Foster, who 
has been missing of late, playing 
Carlotta. Another who returns is 
Ysobel Elsom as Moll Flanders. 
Muriel Kirkland is Mrs. Stowe, hav- 
ing switched over frorn ‘Lincoln.’ 
Among further stand-outs are 
George McCready as the deceased 
Tony, Donald Cook as the film 
writer who returns to the fireside, 
MacSunday as the Civil War 
Theodore Newton, playing 
an up-and-coming lad of the fac- 
tory force, and Alfred A. Hesse, who 


| represents the group with Nazi ideas 


—one of the best characterizations. 


Ibee. 
Operetia in two acis. Presented at the 
Majestic Dec. 1, "38, by Dwight Deere 
Wiman and J. H. Del Bondio; music by 
Frederick Loewe; lyrics by Earle Crooker; 
book by latter and Lowell Brentano; staged 
by Brentoigne Windust; dances by William 
Dollar: Norma Terris. Tullio Carminati, 
Irer.e Rordoni, Helen Ford, Joseph Macau- 
lay and Shepperd Strudwick featured; $3.85 
on 
Manart > NE Fe ic odo cawes Edward Kane 
fice Fev ay ....Basil Galahoff 
Bete. AGAIMS. . « cwascicce ... Wm, Chambers 
Syb-Mditor........266. Frederick Schweppe 
ue See erent Eee eres Norma Terris 
PE «0 n-0k 8604 es orb S$ 8050200 William Mende 
j Pierre de Moreau...... Sheppard Strudwick 
RP rrr a s er Jules Epailly 
Captain Jacaues..........Joseph Macaulay 
Preetove Clark... .cccccsccceses Helen Ford 
NMickG Claes ceccccvcciccees Edward Craven 
WmltreSe. . .wcceccccesecvccegces June Forrest 
PIGSTWVOINOT : cc vcvaceseceosed Andre FEiglevsky 
NSS oon asa 606s de 30 eS-8 sa, ee 
Stephen Jumel............ Tullio Carminati 
Borne, COMSttes 204. cccecewes .Irene Bordoni 
Bg. re William Mende 
Poor Girl..........6......Leda Anchutina 
oo ae. Aer ie Annabelle Lyon 
Pirat AGM. 6... c cc veccessas Basil Galahoff 
Second Admirer.........66. Anthony Albert 
RETG AMMINOE. «icc ccecaces Russel Protopoff 
MIRED, 405 cade cons cede ds Robert Shanley 
Eliaebeth Clark... ccsocceseess Jeanne Elkins 
DM chistes ose § seeendaeee k Katherine Mayfield 
BPOCROR Ss 655 ce wees $.6bb vic cxrwesw William Fariss 
RMU. 4 vikud scapes s6edso oe Walter Cassell 
First Assistant........, Katherine Mayfield 
Second Assistant.........0006. Reverly Kirk 
SPP rr errr ery etre Gage Clarke 
COT ROOE «aes s 66 6.400bS0 00 5eaned John Lewis 
Pn. ¢ictievendsedes vous Grace Panvini 
EE Fs hk tb vie bade weeoNST Isabel Girard 
Cas cavnssecewésade cee sen Doris Moore 
eS 4 OR rere Robert Greig 
Houvekeepe..r. .....6..5- Christine Johnsea 
DL Athan Gane 06 b.dsaetan sas Dorothy Kirsten 
Premier Danseur...........4 Andre Eglevsky 


Premiere Danseuses— 


Leda Anchutina, AnnaBelle Lyon 





‘Great Lady’ was cordially re- 
ceived at the premiere by the play- 
going portion of the audience, but 
there was nevertheless a surprising, 
unfavorable reaction that indicates 
the costly operetta’s chances are 
limited. 

Reason doubtless lay in the over- 
long debut, for the curtain did not 
descend until nearly 11:45. Show 
had been out of town long enough 
te have corrected that fault. Billing 
is ‘a biography with music,’ story 
being dated from post-Revolutionary 
days and extending for a generation 
or so. Possibly the operetta form is 
passe, a theory backed up by the ill- 
starred engagements of such musi- 
cals in recent seasons. 

‘Lady’ has diverting people, espe- 
cially the femme contingent, what 
with Norma Terris (who impressed 
as being at her best), Irene Bordoni, 
and Helen Ford, all three scoring 
with song numbers. There seems to 
be more of a difference of opinion 
over the scorce than the perform- 
ance of the leads, though the male 
end of the sextet of featured people 
is distinctly secondary. 

Criticism of the lyrics having 
bawdy intimations could be simi- 
larly aimed at other scores this sea- 
son. But here the lines, at least, 
could be heard clearly, by the grace 
of diction clarity. Though she plays 
the part of a woman of easy morals, 
Miss Terris is charming with ‘I Have 
Room in My Heart’ and “There Had 
to Be a Waltz.’ ‘In the Carefree 
Realm of Fancy’ is duetted with Tul- 
lio Carminati. Latter’s playing is 
okay as Stephen Jumel, rich French 
wine merchant, who is tricked into 
marriage, though his accent is out of 
tune with the character. 

Miss Bordoni, who has not been 
on the Broadway boards for seasons, 
is more properly cast as Mme. Co- 
lette, Parisian modiste. She stepped 
forth twice to win plaudits with 
‘May I Suggest Romance’ and ‘And 
So Will You.’ Miss Ford came 
through with ‘Sisters Under the 
Skin’ and ‘I Never Saw a King Be- 
fore,” with bits of trick vocalizing 
that tickled the house. The singers 
had the benefit of suggestions from 
Lina Barbanell, who has been on 
the staff of Dwight Deere Wiman for 
some time. A _ half-pint figure of 
Napoleon entrances and struts with- 
out lines, a strange runt. 

A ballet spotted late in the show 
drew attention to Andre Eglebsky, 
Annabelle Lyon and Leda Anchu- 
tina, the dance evolutions being cued 
by the waltz song. A Telautograph 
is projected on an oblong slit in the 
curtain, preluding most scenes with 
comments or cracks. One which 
drew the best laugh read: ‘Elsa is 
now a great lady,’ spelled without 
the ‘d’ which is later inserted. Evi- 
dently some present were inclined 
to pe shocked. 

Eliza Bowen, a strumpet from 





cast with Chorles Waldron. who 
came from the Coast to replace the 





Providence who later becomes Mme, 


Conn. Strawhatter Goes 
Big League; Winter Spot 


Litchfield (Conn.) summer theatre 
is pulling a big-league baseball man- 
euver in going south for the winter. 
Believed it’s the first time a straw- 
hat official outfit has tried it. 

Group, which recently closed an 
engagement at Waterbury, Conn., 
will open Dec. 19 for 12-weeks in 
Tampa. ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
will be the opening play. Charles 
O. Carey heads the outfit. 


Lambs Pre-Test 
Jokes on Bway; 


But Gambol OK 


By BOB LANDRY 


All good Lambs anxiously consider 
the annual Gambol as a semi-public 
exhibition to which they must de- 
vote their best professionalism. This 
is evident in the well-memorized 
lines, the well-timed business. But 
perhaps the greatest anxiety is rep- 
resented by those Lambs who do not 
participate in the show, but dili- 
gently kibitz at rehearsals, commit 
the punch-lines, lyrics, and brightest 
moments to mind, and then consti- 
tute a preview committee to try out 
the material on their friends (i. e., 
everybody) around Times Square. 
All the world’s a stage and most of 
the Lambs are actors, so the mate- 
rial gets widely auditioned in ad- 
vance of presentation at gala prices. 
The spectator may thus get an oddly 
reminiscent impression as the Gam- 
bol unfolds its well-exploited ‘sur- 
go 9 (at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
Se. 2 

Bobby Clark, playing a super- 
New Dealer, Mr. Givewell, slyly 
worked up to his big suggestion to 








| build a bridge over the Mississippi, 


but north to south, not east to west. 
This whimsical David Friedman in- 
cident had been duly reported 
throughout Times Square a fortnight 
before the peas were put to boil for 
Saturday’s banquet (3). 


Otherwise thesé are the facts: 


Bob Hague cabled from London 
and Fred Waring opened the show. 
It was a good show. And in num- 
bering the virtues let ‘A’ stand for 
artistic, and ‘B’ for brevity. Especi- 
ally memorable was the ‘Lord’s 
Prayer’ as rendered with taste and 
dignity by Waring’s unit and the 
glistening lyrics of Edwin Gale as 
projected with arduously-perfected 
group showmanship by the Debon- 
airs. 

Benny Goodman and his two Ne- 
gro firemen got hot, Paul Haakon 
contributed a few moments of ex- 
pert elevation, William Gaxton and 
Victor Moore talked about William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore, the Gae 
Foster girls came over from the 
Roxy te cavort on large rubber 
sphereoids, and Jack Whiting, John 
McCauley, John Hundly and Clar- 
ence Nordstrom went whoops in 
hoops to sing ‘Sisters Four’ (from 
Baltimore—meaning Her Royal High- 
ness). 

All this moved along snappily. 
Production numbers’ were first, 
‘Matrimony WLeferred,’ by Frederick 
Howard, in which there was gleeful 
audience recognition (under wigs 
and skirts), of John Kane, Don Tom- 
kins, Norval Keedall, Sidney Riggs, 
Eddie Nugent, James Marshall, Sean 
Dillon and Bruce Elmore; and sec- 
ond, ‘The Lowdown,” by Harry 
Clarke and Percy Wenrich. Edward 
Clarke, Lilley and Hugh O’Connell 
conducted a droll dialogue on the- 
atre tickets, a revived item called 
‘Service’ from the machines of 
George S. Kaufman and Marc Con- 
nelly. 

Bert Lytell was the most active 
and most effective of the emcees who 
were otherwise mostly »slad-to-be- 
here nodders. Jimmv Walker. Bur- 
ton Holmes, Donald Brian and Gene 
Tunney fell into the latter class. 

It was not particularly a show 
they’ll talk about. But it was good- 
natured and likeable throughout. 





Elsa Jumel, a woman said to have 
had various affairs with notables 
early in the 19th century, is the key 
character. The Jumel mansion, on 
Washinghton Heights. N. Y., is the 
subject of curiosity by a magazine 
editor of the present day. Story 
writers are assigned to investigate, 
providing the reason for the play’s 
book. Her union with Aaron Burr 
is lightly touched upon. 

Elsa meets Pierre de Moreau, who 
plots the return of Napoleon and 
with whom she is always enamoured. 
Later after marrying Jumel she goes 
to Bordeaux in her own vessel and 
proposes carrying the emperor back 
to America, but the scheme fizzles. 
Plotters ‘manage to escape punish- 
ment from the overfed Louis XVIII. 
and the final scenes find her an old 
and rather lonely woman. 

Production is expensive 


(Continued on pagc 50) 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


There'll be no more rehearsing new shows while appearing in current 
ones for the Lunts in the future, Alfred Lunt has so declared. Too wear. 
ing on the performers, he said. Ever since the organization of their perma- 
nent troupe with ‘Taming of Shrew’ four years ago, Lunts have prepared 
all their next plays between performances and while plan has been suc- 
cessful it’s getting next te physically impossible, players stated. Particu- 
larly in view of fact that following present Chicago engagement, they’re 
embarking on long tour of one-nighters. 

Couple haven’t any new scripts at present but hope to find two for 
development next summer when they wind up their five-play revival in 
New York. Plan is to open around first of May and do ‘Amphitryon,’ 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ ‘Sea Gull’ and “Taming of the Shrew,’ 
each for two or three weeks. Lunt revealed that new S. N. Behrman 
play, ‘No Time for Comedy,’ was offered to them by Playwrights Produc- 
ing Co., but they turned it down because couple didn’t want to do husband. 
| wife roles again on stage so soon. 

London wants them back again next summer, but they won't go if some- 





———-—. 
a 











thing to their liking in way of a play turns up meantime. In that event 
they’d spend couple of months rehearsing the new script after Broadway 
revival cycle closes. 

Lunts celebrate 20th anniversary as a stage team in the spring and, at 
their own request, they’ve never been starred in this country once. Only 
in London do they draw that distinction and there only because foreign 
management demands it. 

When the Lunts hit the one-nighters and split weeks in their five-play 
tour following present Chicago engagement, they’ll have two press agents 
in advance, Charlie Washburn working four weeks ahead, and Elmer Ken- 
yon two. Washburn has been hitting all the keys spots alone since Lunts 
took to the road in Boston more than a month ago, with Kenyon joining 
up this week. Latter has just finished advancing southern tour of Tallulah 
Bankhead’s ‘I Am Different,’ which closes for repairs in Washington Sat- 
urday night (26). Kenyon had been lecturer-agent for Theatre Guild after 
he resigned as head of Carnegie Tech drama department, Pittsburgh, sev- 
eral years ago. 





Members of the original ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ company that 
played the entire run ef 837 performances, closing Saturday night (3) at 
the Ambassador, N. Y., included Josephine Hull, Frank Conlan, Mitzi 
Hajos, Paula Trueman, George Heller, George Leach, Jess Barker, Margot 
Stevenson, Hugh Rennie, Ruth Attaway, Anna Lubowe, Oscar Polk, Wil- 
liam J. Kelly, Virginia Hammond, and the stage manager, Bill McFadden. 
Miss Hull plans a playgoing spree for the next few weeks, catching all the 
legit shows, opera and evening radio programs she’s missed for the last two 
years. Frank Heller figures on a Caribbean cruise, Conlan will visit Phila- 
delphia, Miss Attaway will visit Chicago. Others will see the shows, rest 
several weeks, and lock for other jobs. 

‘Can't Take It’ ran up a total gross of approximately $1,230,000 during 
its 103 weeks on Broadway. It opened Dec. 14, 1936, and grossed $365,300 
in the remaining 25 weeks of that season. It ran the entire 1937-38 season, 
adding $684,300. Take for the 26 weeks of the current season was just 
under $177,000. During its Broadway run, ‘Take’ played the Booth, Im- 
perial and Ambassador. 

Conlon, who appeared continuously in the original ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You,’ lost a wager on the length of the run to McFadden. Latter 
originally bet the play would run two years. Closing was one week shy 
of the mark. About nine months ago, however, Conlon said it wouldn’t 
be playing by Dec. 3. Latter was the date of closing. 

Besides the original company, there have been road troupes playing all 
over the country, one company currently one-nighting through Texas, In 
addition, the film rights were sold to Columbia for $200,000. Amateur 
rights, released this week, are expected to bring about $200,000 in royalties. 
Dramatists Play Service, which handles it, estimates that it already has 
about 2,000 applications for the play. It is figured the comedy will have at 
least 2,500 amateur productions during the next two years. Fee is $50 for 
the first performance and $25 for each subsequent showing. Demand will 
probably last about 20 years and is expected to make the comedy one of 
the biggest money-makers on record. 





Quick fold of ‘Soliloquy,’ which was closed at the Empire, New York, 
last week, after the second performance, was an unfortunate break for 
a refugee showman and a friend also from abroad. Play was staged by 
Eugen Schultz-Breiden, former Vienna director, who went to Switzer- 
land when Hitler annexed Austria. Henry Weissman, young Swiss, who 
presented the show in New York, entered the venture to help out 
Breiden, is said to have financed the jump from the Coast. Major cost 
item was that of transportation, most of the cast being guaranteed the 
trip back. 

Play was originally presented on the Coast by Homer Curran, in asso- 
ciation with N. H. Rappaport and John Cameron. Former bowed out, 
with the latter duo retaining an interest. John Beal, featured player, is 


said to have invested some money, paying the stagehands during the 
Coast showing. 





Special allotments of tickets for ‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ at the Alvin, 
New York, have been made at the direction of George Abbott, show's 
producer. Brokers who participated in the buy for his ‘All That Glitters,’ 
an Abbott-produced play that did not do so well last season, are said to 
be favored in the locations. 

Several agencies that were to have advanced coin for ‘Syracuse’ are 
also given breaks. Producer changed his mind about securing that money 
because it may have been interpreted as being a ticket buy, barred by 
the code. He’s not a member of the League of New York Theatres, co- 
sponsor with Equity of the code, but adheres to the code regulations. 





Eddie Dowling, whose production of Philip Barry’s ‘Here Come the 
Clowns,’ opens tonight (Wednesday) at the Booth, N. Y., was 43 years old 
yesterday (Tuesday). Actor’s leading part in the show is his first straight 
role since ‘The Fall Guy’ in 1925. He has been in musicals since, however, 
his last being in his own production, ‘Thumbs Up,” four seasons ago. He's 
also the presenter of two Paul Vincent Carroll plays, the touring ‘Shadow 


and Substance’ and ‘The White Steed,’ due to open on Broadway around 
the first of the year. 





A replacement was made Thursday (1) in the cast of ‘American Land- 
scape,’ which opened at the Cort, N. Y., Saturday (3), due to the alleged 
habitual drunkenness of an actor who appeared in the second act. Equity 
was informed of the rules violation and the management (Playwrights) 
was advised a letter of complaint would be necessary if disciplinary 
action was to be taken. Complaint is expected to be filed because such 
conduct ‘jeapordized the balance of the company.’ 





James O'Neill, former actor, who has long been on Equity’s staff in 
New York, was presented with a monkey Thanksgiving day, but it lasted 
only a few days, being electrocuted when it grasped a wire on O’Neill’s 
radio at the Belvedere hotel. O’Neill was so affected by the loss that he 
composed an ode, ‘Jimmy, Junior,’ who was properly buried. One of the 


women pros at the hotel had even knitted a sweater for the monk, another 
making velvet breeches for him. 





Order eliminating all passes for Shubert theatres out of town is said to 








in fact | 


have aroused resentment among producers who tried out new shows there 
recently. Because of the ban, showmen playing Shubert theatres there, 


said they have been unable to dress the house and th ble 
| to obtain audience reaction. ee 
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‘Cohan’s $45,300 Another Chi Record 
Whiteoaks’ Fair $8,000 


Susan’ 16146, 
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Chicago. Dec. 6. 
a bee? legit ee = 
o in his first week of ‘T 
ae Be Right’ when he stuffed 
over 43,000 into the mammoth Audi- 
torium, George M. Cohan proceeded 
to outdo himself last week and 
top that initial session’s numeral 
by over $2,500. Business such a 
tital wave that Sam Harris will hold 
the show in Chicago for an addi- 
tional week beyond its original 
three-stanza booking. ; 

Cohan gobbled up_ practically 
everything in town, and made him- 
self felt at the Harris box-office 
where he cut into Gertrude Law- 
yence’s coin. For the first time since 
its opening seven weeks ago, ‘Susan 
and God’ fell below the shoehorn 
mark. Show will exit on Dec. 31. 
Despite the fact that it Is under 
capacity, ‘Susan’ is nevertheless gar- 
nering smash profits and could easily 
stay beyond the first of the year 
on the right side of the books. 

First rapping of the season went 
to ‘Whiteoaks.’ Critics around this 
town have gotten so mellow lately 
that the spanking for the Ethel Bar- 
rymore show came as a genuine sur- 
prise. Show isn’t doing well and will 
skip at the end of its scheduled 
three-week jaunt; to be replaced on 
Dec. 26 by ‘Shadow and Substance.’ 

‘On Borrowed Time’ finished a 
month in town on Saturday (3) and 
folded, with the company returning 
east. ‘Amphitryon’ came in last 
night (Monday) and will be a cinch 
for a powerful four weeks on the 
Lunt-Fontanne rep. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Wd Rather Be Right,’ Auditorium 
(8d week) (4,500; $3.30). Hanging on 
the chandeliers for this one, and 
show will hold into a fourth week. 
Smashed through to a new high of 
$45,300. With additional week, show 
now figures to clean to nearly 
$200,000 in its four weeks’ stay. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Grand (1,400; 
$2.75). Failed to stir up the legit- 
goers of this town. Company fold- 
ed on Saturday (3) after four meek 
sessions, concluding with good $9,500 
for finale on closing notice. 


‘Susan and God,’ Harris (8th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Dropped from 
capacity for first time last week, but 
takings still in the bright profits at 
$16,500. Four more weeks, and a 
cinch for coin every week of the 
closing stretch. 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Selwyn (2d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Critics dug their 
hooks into this one—unusual. Not 
much in sigh. Around $8,000 for the 
opener and strictly all Ethel Barry- 
more coin. 

WPA 


‘Prologue to Glory,’ 
Near end of stay. 


‘The Mikade,’ Great Northern. 


‘Pins’ Does Fair $11,000 
In Pitt; Unions Help 


Pittsburgh, Dec 6. 


Several theatre parties organized 
by various unions around town —_ 
‘Pins and Needles’ bouncing along in 
fair fashion at Nixon last week. 

Not an ermine coat opening night, 
an almost unheard-of phenomenon, 
with the working element account- 
ing for most of the biz. There was 
a weak downstairs sale, despite the 
$2 top, and heavy buy for balcony 
and gallery. Cricks liked it, thoug 
they weren't as enthusiastic as their 
Broadwa brethren. Nixon has 
‘Golden Boy’ current, playing under 
American Theatre Society auspices. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Pins and Needles’ (Nixon; 2,100; 
$2.20 )—Labor — revue got a nice 
play from the trade unions and with 

elp of several theatre parties, man- 
aged to come out with a bit of profit 
at $11,000. Regulars, however, 
stayed away. 


‘Life’ Lively $8,000 In 
St. Loo; Cohan Next 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 


This burg patronized ‘What a Life’ 
enthusiastically and the b.o. take for 
nine performances ending Saturday 
(3) at the American theatre just 
missed the five figure mark. Local 
crix kicked in with raves. 

House is dark currently, for the 
second time this season, but reopens 
Monday (12) with a seven-day stand 
for ‘Of Mice and Men.’ Manage- 
ment has a surprise in store for 
natives on New Year’s eve as the 
house will be scaled from $2.24 to 
$5.60 for ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ 
which comes here for a_ week’s 
engagement Monday (26). This will 
be the highest top in many years, 
but reservations are piling in, and 
the Cohan piece is expected to pro- 
duce the banner biz of the season. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“What a Life” American (1.797; 

Copped $8,000 for nine per- 


Having set 


Blackstone. 











‘Torch Bearers’ Weak 
$6,000 in L. A. Revival 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 
Biltmore relighted for single week 
and revival of ‘The Torch Bearers,’ 
which failed to attract any undue 
attention. House again dark until 
Jan. 9 when Lucien Henri’s produc- 
tion of Ben Johnson’s ‘Sejanus’ 
moves in as initial offering of New 
Manhattan Theatres. 
Federal Theatre Project continues 
with long runs at the Mayan and 
Hollywood Playhouse, and will debut 
‘Volpone’ at the Belasco (10). 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘The Torchbearers,’ Biltmore (C.- 
1,560; $2.75). Lucky to hit $6,000. 
Plan is to fold, although negotiations 
still on to take piece to Broad- 


way. 
WPA 

*‘Volpone,’ Belasco. Opens Satur- 
day (10). Peter Heiman directs. 
‘Two-a-Day,’ Hollywood  Play- 
house. Continues to attract bi 
crowds and will probably stick unti 
first of year. 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Long 
run negro drama in at least until 
Christmas, 


TOWN’ OK 136, 
TRILBY’ 66, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 


Philly legit season is hibernating 
these days with two absolutely dark 
weeks announced as starting next 
Monday. This week’s sole attraction 
is Walter Hampden in a revival of 
‘A Successful Calamity.’ 

Crix bounced all over Hampden’s 
revival of ‘“Trilby’ last week, but 
thanks to two-for-oneing and the ab- 
sence of much competition, the old 
Du Maurier favorite reported some 
profit. 

‘Our Town,’ last show in the Shu- 
bert-operated houses, ended its two 
weeks’ stay Saturday night (3) and 
thanks to the ATS foundation, it 
completed a nice engagement. 

On Dec. 26, four shows open: Ed- 
die Downing’s ‘The White Steed,’ 
slated for the Chestnut Street Opera 
House, is a try-out; ‘What a Life’ is 
set for the Locust. Other two are re- 
turn engagements, ‘Victoria Regina 
at the Forrest, and “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ at the Erlanger. “The 
Women’ follows ‘Regina’ at the For- 


rest. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Our Town,’ Locust (2d week) (1,- 
400; $2.50). Final week on subscrip- 
tion gave it a sound $13,000. 

‘Trilby,’ Erlanger (1,700; $2). In 
for one week only, revival by Wal- 
ter Hampden was panned but pulled 
an okay $6,000 


Women’ $12,200, Cincy; 
Road’ Tries 5th Time 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton | 
opened a week’s stay at the Cox the- 
atre Sunday (4) at $1.70 top. It’s 
the show’s fifth Cincy engagement. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘The Women,’ Cox (1,335; $2.75)— 
Sprightly reviews and verbal plugs 
helped for $12,200, second best of the 
local legit seasons. 


‘Shadow’ $6,000, Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
‘Shadow and Substance’ at $2.75 
top for four performances drew bet- 
ter than $6,000 here. _ 
Figure is excellent and generally 
regarded as justifying better split- 
week engagements here. 


‘MIKADO’ $5,000, MAPLEWOOD 
Maplewood, N. J., Dec. 6. 

Frank McCoy and O. E. Wee, after 
24 weeks of dramas and comedies, 
did the unexpected and presented 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Mikado’ with 
the sarne success attending their 
other offerings. With Howard Marsh 
starred, the b.o. turned in over 
$5,000, which was splendid consider- 
ing that the first two nights were 
handicapped by bad weather. Crix 
raved over production. Current at- 
traction is Fred Stone in ‘Lightnin’’ 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Mikado,’ Maplewood Theatre 
(1,420; 25c-$1). One of the best pro- 

















LUNTS 166, DETROIT 


Turn in Fine B.O. on ‘Sea Gull’ 
After $19,000 for ‘Amphitryon’ 


ee Detroit, Dec .6. 

After clipping off nice $19,000 with 
‘Amphitryon’ the preious stanza, 
the Lunts came back with ‘The Sea 
Gull last week to grab a strong 
$16,000 for a very profitable two- 
week ‘stand at the Cass here. 

Current is Everett Marshall in 
‘Blossom Time,’ perennial visitor. 
Set for one week. . 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Sea Gull,’ Cass (1,500; $2.75). 
Fine $16,000 follows nice $19,000 for 
‘Amphitryon’ the previous stanza. 
‘Blossom Time’ now in. 


GOLDEN BOY 
$16,900, D. C. 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Thanks to heavy American Thea- 
tre Society reservations, good re- 
views and swell word of mouth, 
‘Golden Boy’ did beautifully for 
show, which has played Broadway 
long enough for most of smart set to 
have caught it. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ current offer- 
ing, is riding high on bally and po- 
litical interest rekindled from eve- 
ning it played the White House East 
Room for F. D. R. and at the May- 
flower hotel for press and govern- 
ment bigwigs. Three performances 
are entirely bought for benefits by 
Women’s Trade Union League, which 
is getting $4 per seat against house’s 
regular $2.75 scale, Washington In- 
dustrial Union Council and Wash- 
ington League of Women Shoppers. 
Friends of Spanish Democracy have 
taken balcony for one performance. 

Next week brings ‘Our Town.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Golden Bey,’ National (1,698; $2.75 
top). Heavy ATS subscriptions, good 
reviews and word of mouth got the 
pop trade sufficiently to offset fact 
that smart set had caught it on 
Broadway. Grossed $16,500. 


STONE LIGHT $2,500, 
3 SHOWS, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Dec. 6. 

Fred Stone’s ‘Lightnin’’ did a two- 
day stand here last weekend (2 and 
3) to mild gross. Opening day bally 
of mayor giving keys of city to Stone 
helped a little, but not enough. Re- 
ception of play was favorable, with 
old-timers getting a kick out of 
Stone’s gagging at curtain call, but 
there weren’t enough old-timers to 
fill the pews. 

Only other booking here is ‘Pins 
and Needles’ week of Jan. 2. New 
Dwight Dere Wiman musical is ten- 
tative for mid-January. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Lightnin’,”” Shubert (1,600; $2.20). 
oe shows pulled around $2,500, 
ight. 




















‘Three Men on Horse’ 
So-So $2,000, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Dec. 6. 

Good production of ‘Three Men 
on Horse’ with members of original 
cast at Shubert met with negative 
results and house got mild $2,000. 
Brattleboro opened with ‘If You Get 
It, Do You Want It?’ new play, will 
hold its another week, though biz 
thus far is none too good. 

Competish last week was sellout 
of ‘Night of Music’ at Academy of 
Music, which brought’ together 
George Jessel, Eddie Cantor, Gio- 
vanni Martinelli and others. Strict- 
ly one-night stand, but judging by 
attendance stunt may be repeated. 

Estimates for st Week 

‘Three Men on Horse,’ Shubert (1,- 
750; 25-85). Good cast, good notices, 
but not much dough in till. Only 
$2,000. 

‘If You Get It, Do You Want It?’ 
St. Felix (287; 50c.$1.50). New opus 
with some subscription biz, but 
nothing more. 


Engagements 


Eleanor Flagg, 








Beatrice Terry, 
‘Bright Rebel.’ 

Eva Ortega, ‘Set to Music.’ 

Hayden Rorke, John Raby, Mal- 
colm Atterbury, ‘Don’t Throw Glass 
Houses.’ 

Helen Westley, Betty Garde, Betty 
Field, Philip Wood, Russell Hardie, 
‘Primrose Path.’ 

Farrell Pelly, Grace Mills, Leslie 
Bingham, Tom Patrick Dillon, Tom 
Tully, William Price, “The White 
Steed.’ 

Enid Raphael, ‘Policy Kings.’ 

Dorothy Johnson, Annamary 


Dickey, Louise Verden, Vera Deane, 
James Burrell, Eleanor Knapp, 
Charles Clarke, Earl Weatherford, 


Jon Urban, Robert Breen, Bob Col- 
lins, Ray Johnston, ‘Everywhere I 
Roam.’ 

Philip Coolidge, Carrie Weller, Ed- 





ductions of ihe season, b. o. hitting 





formances, which was very satis- 
factory at this price. 





over $5,000. Turnaway- business lat- 
ter part of week. 


ward F. Nannary, Max Welling, Tom 
Elwell, Minna Phillips, ‘Merchant of 
Yonkers.” 


20 Bway Shows, Lowest December 








In Yrs; Musicals Big; Production 


Spurts with 15 


Shows Rehearsing 





There are fewer attractions on 
Broadway currently than during 
any early December for a genera- 
tion. Total right now is 20. Same 
period last year was none too strong 
numerically, but there were half a 
dozen more shows on the list. Rea- 
son for the current dip is the rapid- 
ity with which a flock of new pro- 
ductions was withdrawn soon after 
debut; plus the fact that fewer mod- 
erate successes have been staged. 
Shows either register solidly as hits 
or definitely crash as flops. 


Number of clicks last season and 
this are comparable to date, with the 
musicals currently having a distinct 
edge in popularity. But there were 
six closings last Saturday (week 
after Thanksgiving), which balanced 
a like number of entrants during the 
holiday week. Out of 10 premieres 
in the past two weeks seven have 
resulted in distinct failures, one or 
two many do moderately well, and 
only one is an indicated success— 
‘The Boys From Syracuse’ (musical). 


However, 10 more shows went into 
rehearsal for a total of 15, the 
best production upturn since the 
earlier part of the season. Also, new 
show cards for late this month and 
January are considerably more 
promising. Two among the fresh 
crop are musicals, with another 
probably starting next week. Cur- 
rently, there are two arrivals, but 
none carded for the coming week. 

Out of the week’s quartet of in- 
comers, two went off the boards 
pronto—‘Lorelei’ at the Longacre 
and ‘Soliloquy’ at the Empire. Exit- 
ing: list was further loaded with the 
closing of ‘The Fabulous Invalid’ at 
the Broadhurst, ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’ at the Ambassador, ‘Glor- 
ious Mornin’ at the Mansfield and 
‘Gloriana’ at the Little. 


‘Great Lady,’ which opened at the 
Majestic Thursday (1) drew a heavy 
panning with one exception. ‘Amer- 
ican Landscape,’ which bowed in 
Saturday (3) at the Cort, was ac- 
corded respectful, but doubtful, no- 
tices. ‘Rocket to the Moon,’ an- 
other recent entrant, looks like a 
moderately good grosser at the Be- 
lasco, but moves from there soon to 
the Windsor. 

The pre-Christmas slump started 
last week, but the declines in grosses 
were not marked. This week will no 
doubt be seeing a more material 





drop. However, the three leading 
musicals held to great money, ‘Leave 
It to Me,’ $35,500’; ‘Boys From Syra- 
cuse,’ $31,000, and ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
$30,500. Latter is the most sought 
after show in town, and the move to 
the Winter Garden found the nut 
revue more popular than ever. 
Straight play leaders continue to be 
‘Abe Lincoln,’ $21,000; ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ and ‘Oscar Wilde,’ both 
of the latter around $16,000. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Mlinois,’ Plymouth 

(8th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Dra- 
matic leader drawing capacity at all 
performances for weekly total of 
oa Sure stayer for World’s 
air, 

‘American Landscape,’ 
week) (D-1,059; $3.30). Opened 
Saturday (3). Anti-dictator drama 
drew mixed notices, mostly on the 
doubtful side. 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Broadhurst (46th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Switched 
houses again, moving over here from 
the Morosco on Monday (5). Esti- 
mated $4,500 last week after $6,000 
Thanksgiving week. 

‘Boys From Syracuse,’ Alvin (3rd 
week) (M-1,255; $4.40). One of re- 
cent musical arrivals and expected to 
make real run of it. Takings $31,000 
and should span season. 

‘Gleriana,’ Little. Withdrawn af- 
ter four days and doubtful of reap- 
pearing. 

‘Glorious Morning,’ Mansfield. 
Withdrawn Saturday (3) after play- 
ing one week and one night to 
meagre attendance. 

‘Great Lady,’ Majestic (2d week) 
(M-1,717; $3.85). Opened Thursday 
(1); favorable first night audience 
reaction, but drew critical drubbing. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ § Winter 
(12th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Laugh 
revue is stronger than ever and is 
number one in _ ticket demand; 
$30,500. Standees at all perform- 
ances; cinch for World’s Fair crowds. 

‘Here Come the Clowns,’ Booth 
(Ist week) (D-704; $3.30). Presented 
by Eddie Dowling written by Philip 
Barry; cast includes several vaude- 
villians but serious play; opens to- 
night (7). 

‘I Married An Angel,’ Shubert 
(1lth week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Busi- 
ness has eased off with arrival of 
new musicals; still playing to good 
grosses, however; $22,000 estimated. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(llth week) (C-944; $3.30). gee 
is leader among straight shows wit 
virtually no opposition; business ap- 
— $16,000; capacity at all 
shows. 


Cort (ist 








‘Leave It te Me,’ Imperial (5th 


Garden | 


week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Top musi- 
cal grosser; standee business with 


takings last week again quoted 
around $35,500. 
‘Lorelei,’ Longacre. Taken off 


Saturday after playing seven r- 
formances; adverse press and little 
trade. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (8th week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 
Among the better musical money 
draws; eased off slightly last week 
when gross approached $19,000 mark. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (9th week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Early hit figured to 
ride through winter; business around 
$16,000 last week with most per- 
formances solid out. 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ Belasco (3d 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Rated around 
$10,000 first full week; three theatre 
parties helped; should fare moder- 
ately well. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(llth week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Busi- 
ness drop after the holiday affected 
attendance as with most attractions; 
rated around $13,000. 

‘Soliloquy,’ Empire. Withdrawn 
after two performances last week. 

‘Spring Meeting,’ Morosco (ist 
week) (CD-961; $3.30). Presented by 
Gladys and Philip Merivale in asso- 
ciation with Lee Ephraim and 
George Jessel; English import by M. 
J. Farrell and John Perry; opens 
Thursday (8). 

‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ Broadhurst. 
Closed Saturday after playing eight 
weeks; major disappointment; deep 
in red. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). 
pleted fifth year and is second to 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ in point of mara- 
thon run; rated around $4,500, and 
okay because of low operating nut. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ (repeat) Martin 
Beck (10th week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). 
One more week after this; staying 
longer than first planned and profit- 
able every week; around $14,000 esti- 
mated, 

‘What a Life, Biltmore (34th 
week) (C-891; $3.30). Stays through 
month and may then move to an- 
other theatre; around $4,500, satis- 
factory with modified co-operative 
set-up. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Am- 
bassador. Closed Saturday (3) after 
long run of nearly two years (103 
weeks); cleaned up most of the way. 

Revival 

‘Hamlet,’ St. James (9th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Business eased off 
last week following Thanksgiving 
but gross of $15,000 satisfactory; en- 


gagement announced to continue un- 
til Jan. 21. 
Added 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(54th week) (R-500; $2.75). Passed 
the year mark last week and is 
aimed through another winter; busi- 
ness for garment workers’ revue ap- 
peomeeene $6,000, which is profit- 
a 


e. 

‘The Girl From Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
can Music Hall (7th week). Freak 
night spot attraction drawing moder- 
ate attendance. 


WPA 
‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 


FINAL ‘LANDSCAPE’ 
HALF WEEK 46, HUB 


Boston, Dec. 6. 

No legit in town this week. ‘Mer- 
chant of Yonkers’ by Thornton Wild- 
er, starring Jane Cowl, is next on 
the list slated for Dec. 12. ‘Set to 
Music,’ by Noel Coward, starring 
Beatrice Lillie, opens Dec. 26. 

‘American Landscape’ left Wednes- 
day (30), still a subject for debate 
among the show-wise. Good audi- 
ence reception, although b.o. tally 
was light. Majority of crix here 
were dubious about its hit qualifi- 
cations. 

Estimate for Last Weck 

‘American Landscape,” Wilbur 
(1,227; $2.75) (2d wk.). Weak grosser, 
although it seemed to impress most 
theatregoers who came to see it. 
Final, half-week, around $4,000 on 
four performances. 


‘Town’ Looks Okay In 
Balto; ‘Pins’ Follows 


Baltimore, Dec. 6. 

‘Our Town,” currently at Ford’s, 
off to a headlong start with healthy 
mail order and advance sale. Seems 
set for a lusty gross in keeping with 
bullish doings for legit here thus 
far. Although bookings have been 
sparse to date, take for attractions 
this season has been far above aver- 
age of previous session. 

Some action ahead with ‘Pins and 
Needles’ in at Ford’s next week and 
George Abbott’s premiere of “The 
Primrose Path’ set for indie booked 
Maryland, Dec. 26. ‘Lingering Ec- 
stacy,’ by George Frank and Roland 
Kibbee will be presented by Alex 


(261st 
Has com- 














Yokel and George Jessel at same 
house Jan. 8. ( 
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Plays Out 


of Town 





if You Get It, Do You 


Want It? 
Brooklyn, Dec. 1. 


Comedy by Leonard L, Weill and John 
Becker; presented by Brattleboro Theatre; 
staged by Hans Von Twardowski; settings 


by Albert E, Ward, Jr. At the St. Felix, 
Brooklyn, Nov. 30, '38, $1.50 top. 
Jane Barry...-+--..++.++-++-Millicent Green 


Wreritii cit... Araby Childs 
Jimmy Wright 
Ledbetter. ...cceceeacceeees G. Albert Smith 
Alan Porter Frank Dewning 


Millicent Powderly 





Jacob Stuyvesant, Jr..----- H. Stevens, Jr. 
Woman in Yellow...........-Susanna Steell | 
Mrs. Hostiins........++6+- Josephine Bender 
Mrs. Jacob Stuyvesant.......- Vilma Roiten 
Henry Joslin........--..William Robertson 
Prrouser.........-....--Klizabeth Newmann 
First Fashionable Woman.......-Sally Nye | 
Bas. c bbe ck seas ga eweew Frances Pilchard | 


Definitely dull stuff. It is the sec- | 
ond of a series of new plays to be); 
offered this season by Brattleboro | 
group of ambitious performers. Here- 
tofore management has gone outside 
for play material, but this time they 
picked an opus under co-authorship 
of John Becker, one of executives of 
Brattleboro. ; 

Play attempts to satirize artists 
and art galleries and, in particular, 
takes a poke at snob rich who buy 
paintings with an eye to having the 
stuff match their livingroom drapes. 
It’s the story, loosely told and thinly 
consiructed. of, Ledbetter, played by 
G. Albert Smith, gentleman fisher- 
man, who is prevailed upon by his 
fiancee, much against his will, to 
open an art gallery in New York and 
to exhibit the creations of Ajian 
Porter. portrayed by Frank Down- 
ing. Gallery proves a disappoint- 
ment until Porter insults a rich pa- 
troness of the arts, and news of this 
amazing episode finds its way onto 
the front pages of a tabloid. From 
then on everybody makes a bee lhne 
for the gallery to buy the paintings 
and business zooms. But Ledbetter 
scrams to his shack by the’sea, leav- 
int him his fiancee and her pack of | 
friends. 

Nothing bright in the way of stag- 
ing by Hans von Twardowski, sup- 
posed to have come from the Coast 
where he worked in pictures and 
directed for Pasadena Community 








Playhouse. First act set okay by 
Albert E. Ward, Jr. Rest distinctly 
routine. 


Good performances are turned in 
by Susanna Steell, the dizzy dow- 
arer in search of art. and Jimmy 
Wright as Lecbetter’s Negro servant. 

But play is not nearlv sturdy 
enough. Ranson. 


AND NIOBE WEPT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
Drama in three acis by Tom Wilmot; pre- 
@enied by by the Pittsburgh Playhouse; di- 


at Gregg. Her oldest son, she says, 
never had a chance because Gregg 
was always his superior, in school, 
at play, in business and everything, 
and that she despises him because 
he’s all that she wanted Paul to be. 
Imagined guilt preys so much on 
Gregg’s 
comes back home two months later 
against mother’s wishes a split per-| 
sonality. 


brother, and when the mother sees 
this, 
Gregg and tries by suggestion and 
action to keep him from returning | 
to his own personality. In one of his 
rational 
realizes he’s doomed 
takes his own life at the end, and 
mother knows she has lost her fa- 
vorite for second time. 


: | 


soning him because Paul had stolen 
Gregg's girl and always forced him 
to pay for getting the other out of | 
his countless scrapes. 


Mother then spits out her hate 


mind that he cracks and 


Half of him has become his dead 





she showers her affection on 


Greg" 
and 


however, 
mentally 


moments, 


Idea is different and has some dra- 


matic possibilities, but development 
here is confused and somewhat un- 
reasonable. 


Laughs, of a domestic 
nature, are concentrated in opening 
stanza and come off so well that the 
arises that Wilbot’s field 
should be comedy rather 
than tragedy. Uneven acting didn’t 
help performance any, but doubtful 
if even Equity’s best could make 
plav stick in its present form. | 
‘And Niobe Wept’ is first original 
piece Playhouse has ever done. Di- 
rected here by Fred Burleigh, who 
first tried out play this summer at 
Cohasset. Mass., at private perform- 
ance by South Shore Players’ ap- 
vrentice group. Its chances of get- 
tine anywhere are pretty slim al- 
thoucth Wilmot shows enough pos- 
sibilities to indicate he’s eventually 
going places. Cohen. 


. 


susvicion 
perhaps 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘It’s All Yours’ (‘Swing to the 
Left’)—Dwight Deere Wiman. 

‘Dear Octopus’—John C. Wilson. 

‘The Primrose Path’—George Ab- 
bott. 

‘The White Steed’—Eddie Dowling- 
Shuberts. 

‘Mamba’s Daugh 
Clintic. 

‘Angela Is 22’—John Wildberg. 

‘Gentle People’—Group. 





ters’—G uthrie Mc- 


sey and Louise Elkins. 


temporary Theatre. 
‘Set te Music’—John C. Wilson. 





rected and designed by Frederick Burleigh. 
At Playhouse for two wecks, opening Nov. 
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Brady, Robinson Smith, Bramwell 
Fletcher. 

‘Merchant of Yonkers’ — Herman 
Shumlin. 

‘Everywhere I Roam’ — Connelly 
and Blau. 

‘Bright Rebel’—William Kilcullen. 

One-Act Repertory—Sam H. Cris- 
man. 





‘Michael Drops In’—Edward Mas- 


‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses’—Con- 


‘Outward Bound’ (revival)—W. A. 





Agencies 











(Continued from page 47) 





signed the code agreement will prob- 
ably be one of its toughest problems. 
It’s probable that several agencies 
charged with violations will be 


dropped, which would lighten the 
pressure.’ 


‘Not Enough Tickets’ 


Principal complaint by the brokers 
recently is that they are not able to 
get enough tickets. The number of 
flops in the past month and quick 
closings of others have emphasized 
that. Suggested that some of the 
smaller agencies combine and re- 
duce the overhead; otherwise, they 
may be forced out of business. Such 
a development would not disturb the 
managers, who pointed out they have 
often produced bioomers lost 
bankrolls without recourse. 

Last week, at a meeting of the 
League and Equity’s committee, 
which listened to corftentions of the 
Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, 
composed of accredited ticket bro- 
kers other than the ‘big three,’ no 
action was agreed on. Equity thought 
that some modifications of the rules 
| might be in order, such as permis- 
|sion to. make buys and an inter- 
change of tickets among agencies. 
Higher Prices 


Managers appear to have quickly 
quashed such suggestions and ex- 
plained that buys would lead to 
higher prices, which, they said, 
would also apply to interchanges, 
which would call for at least twice 
the 75c allowed under the code. 
Stated later that the Equity commit- 
tee would not report the suggestions 
favorably to the council. 

ATTA sent a delegation to Howard 
Spellman, of the city Council, to 
give the brokers’ side of the ticket 
matter. Spellman was told that 
agencies have often saved shows and 
promoted production, thereby being 
a definite and beneficial factor in 
show business. The alderman has 
introduced a bill making it a mis- 
demeanor to sell tickets for any 
place of admission for more than 75c 
over the boxoffice scale. League's 
ticket code applies only to legit 
theatres. 

Several theatres that did not sign 
the code have joined the League, 
automatically making them code ad- 
herents. The houses are the St. 
James, Lyceum and 44th Street. Still 
not members are the Biltmore, Van- 
derbilt, Mercury and Labor Stage. 

Number of brokers bought tickets 
outright for New Year’s eve and 
claim the right to sell at any prices 
they can secure. League ruled such 


and 














that regular allotments apply to all 
performances. 
tickets were made, however. 


sales should not have been made and 


No refunds on ‘eve 
| (5-7); English, Indianapolis (8-10). 


Plays. on Broadway 


—2 





(Continued from page 48) 


‘Lady’ is rated the most costly show 
of the season, inclusive of expenses 
incurred on the road. First half of 
the performance is diverting and 
tuneful, and were the second section 
as good. the show’s chances would be 
much better. 

There is probable picture value, re- 
gardless, Ibee. 


LORELEI 


Drama in three acts (four scenes), by 
Jacques Deval. Stars Philip Merivale. 
Staged by the author; settings by Lee 
Simonson; presented by Aldrich & King, In 
associat'‘on with Sir Cedric Hardwicke; as- 
sociate produver, Richard Myers; at Long- 
acre, N. Y., Nov, 29, 38. 3.30 top ($4.40 
opening). 

DE Dek ob 6e ah b00d ea bade Waker Jack Merivale 
BA, ovawnctae drete ee Ke Muria! Williams 
Bowie. FRGMAMOM . 0.000 sce str ces Philip Merivale 
Minna Rumpau...............Viela Roache 
oo rT eee? eres »+..+-Larry Bolton 
nn , LOSE OCP eee Cobina Wright, Jr. 
Renie PTT TUR ET  TCre ee tT Joan ‘letzel 
Ruprecht Eisenkranz......... Dennis Hoey 
peee - OMRPtA SE ow ioc ees sisdece Edna Holland 
Samuel Wronberg.......... Bernard Lenrow 


wee nendecbes eos --...KElizabeth Heckscher 
Karen Von Singal! 
Gendarme 


POURS bus Canned Debeavasdceus 4. G. Andrews 
Conrad von Ritterbach........4 Arnold Korfft 
Elsa von Ritterbach....... Esther Mitchell 
French Trumpeter........... Taylor Graves 
German Telephone Operator..Robert Lindsey 
German Sergeant...........,.Sandy Strouse 
Preach Corporalsccccicccece Charles Atkins 
UMC BOMBER. cccccscccsisocs Robert. Gray 

Latest anti-Nazi play to reach 


Broadway appears to have no more 
chance than its predecessors. After 
a number of postponements, and 
several weeks of extra rehearsals, 
the show finally premiered last 
Tuesday night (29). Indications are 
that the presenters might as well 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 5) 

‘A Successful Calamity’ (Walter 
Hampden), Erlanger, Philadelphia. 
‘Amphitryon’—‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Blossom Time,’ Cass, Detroit, (4): 
‘Dracula,’ Shubert, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
‘Golden Bey’ (Luther Adler- 
Frances Farmer), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), Auditorium, Chicago. 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Phil Baker), 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ Auditorium, St. 
Paul (5-6); Lyceum, Minneapolis 
(7-10). 

‘Our Town,’ Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Cedric 
Hardwicke), Hanna, Cleveland. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Curran, San 
Francisco, 

‘Susan and Ged’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 

*Tobacco Road,’ Cox, Cincinnati. 

*‘Torchbearers,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 

‘What a Life,’ Hartman, Columbus 





have saved the trouble and expense, 
for ‘Lorelei’ is a woefully tepid 
drama that seems headed for sudden 
death. 

Play was written in English by 
Jacques Deval, whose ‘Tovarich’ 
was adapted by Robert E. Sherwood 
from the French and had profitable 
runs in London and the U. S. Dope 
is that ‘Lorelei’ was extensively re- 
written during rehearsal and that 
the direction was also considerably 
changed. Although Deval is credit- 
ed as stager, he is reported to have 
received major. assistance from 
Richard Aldrich, Dennis King and 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Billing for 
the production is a complicated af- 
fair, with Aldrich and King listed as 
presenters, in association with Hard- 
wicke. Richard Myers, in partner- 
ship with Aldrich on several previ- 
ous p.Sductions, is billed as asso- 
ciate producer. 

Despite, or possibly because of the 
multiplicity of effort that went into 
its preparation, ‘Lorelei’ is a con- 
fused and confusing play, with little 
force as anti-Nazi propaganda and 
even less effectiveness as drama. 
After the witty sparkle of “Tovarich,’ 
the writing of ‘Lorelei’ is labored 
and stodgy, with a curiously inert 
and agonizingly slow pace. More 
than that, its ideas, which are fairly 
clear at the start, steadily evaporate 
into vague mysticism. 

On the surface, ‘Lorelei’ tells of 
a brilliant science professor of the 
University of Leipzig who leaves 
Germany when he can no longer 
stomach Nazi ideology and tactics. 
As an exile over the French border, 
he composes tracts which aviators 
drop on the German populace with 
the hope of stirring tiem to rebel- 
lion. When a _ beauteous former 
student follows him to France, he 
falls in love with her again. But 
out of loyalty to a former sweet- 
heart who has been held as hostage 
for her, she finally returns to Ger- 
many to face certain punishment. 
Then the professor, who calls him- 
self not anti-Nazi, but pro-German, 
follows her back to his homeland, 
Seeing himself an exponent of the 
‘Fourth Reich,’ he hopes his martyr- 
dom will shame the Third Reich, 
which he says is also an exile—but 
from the rest of the world. 

If the writing is incoherent, the 
staging is just as strained and hali- 
ing. Under these circumstances, 
the players cannot be blamed entire- 
ly for their failure to bring the play 
to life. But even they seem to have 
been infected by the paralysis that 
grips the script and dir*ction. 

As the professor, Philip Merivale 
appeared to have difficulty opening 
night in remembering his lines, pos- 
sibly because of the constant re- 
writing that had been done. He im- 
proved somewhat after a faltering 
start and managed to bring some 
sonviction to isolated scenes, but at 
no time does his performance have 
the realistic glow of life. And re- 
peatedly he gives the impression of 
being puzzled by the part. 

Doris Nolan, as the former pupil 
who follows the professor into exile 
fails to resolve a contradictory and 
inconclusive part. She is good-look- 
ing and wears manifestly exciting 

















Not bad for a first play, but much 
too ambitious for an inexperienced 
author. Written by Tom Wilmot, 
who has done a lot of scripting for 
radio and served a stretch couple of 
years ago as one of Joe Penner’s 
gagsters, ‘And Niobe Wept’ is pretty 
heavy fare and extremely doubtful 
commercially. Play is a mixture of 
‘Silver Cord,’ ‘Oedipus’ complex and 
psychopathic spook stuff, the sort of 
thing even a combination of Eugene 
O'Neill and Maxwell Anderson would 
be hard-pressed to make convincing. 

Title stems from ancient legend of 
Niobe, whose seven sons and daugh- 


Monday (5) the League dropped a 
lesser broker from the accredited 
list after he was detected dealing 
with a bootleg agency. There was 
no fine because the code’s provision 
that brokers file bonds guaranteeing 
compliance has been dormant. 
League contends restrictnons are so 
severe such bonds are not necessary. 
Two other agencies delinquent in 
payment of the ticket levy were 
called to account and promised re- 
mittances, 

Equity’s committee also conferred 


‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Women,’ English, Indianapolis (5- 
7); Hartman, Columbus (8-10), 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ City 
Auditorium, Beaumont (5); Para- 
mount, Austin (6); Texas, San An- 
tonio (7); Auditorium, Ft. Worth (8); 
Melba, Dallas (9-10), 


RESTORE TARHEEL THEATRE 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 6. 

Gutted by fire last August, the in- 

terior of the Carolina Playmakers 





duds; she speaks the lines and goes 
through the required motions, but 
the character never assumes convic- 
tion. Understood Miss Nolan took 
the part after Jane Wyatt and Elsa 
Argyle tried it. None of the others 
is more than adequate, including 
Viola Roache as a stereotype wife, 
Dennis Hoey as a loyal friend of the 
professor, or Boyd Davis as a pom- 

usly sporting German officer. 

nly Arnold Korff and A. G. An- 
drews are equal to easy character 
arts. Muriel Williams is an eyeful 
or Hollywood attention, while Co- 
bina Wright, Jr., socially prominent 






Future Plays 


‘Central Casting,’ Hollywood farce 
by Nicholas Cosentino, will be un- 
veiled Dec. 13 for a week’s engage- 
ment at the Brooklyn Shubert thea- 
tre. Slated for the Broadway, N. Y.., 
around Christmas. 

‘Policy Kings,’ burlesque on the 
number racket, by Michael Ashwood, 
skedded to tenant the Bayes, Dec. 26. 
Rehearsals start tomorrow (Thurs- 





























ters were slain by Apollo and Diana | day). with the League, stressing the pos- | ¢), : : cafe singer, has a microscopic bit. 
because the mother openly boasted| ‘Jeremiah,’ new addition of the | sibilities for servicing suburban the- Gerciing his eels eee of North _ Hobe. 
that her offspring were far more|heatre Guild. is a pacifist play |atregoers. Proposed that several de- : (Closed Saturday (3), printed for 





beautiful than those two. The proud 
dame was subsequently turned into 
stone and continued to weep forever 
out of granite eyes. Modern parable 
eo concerns a bitter, inhibited mother 
‘ whose favorite is the black-sheep 
among her three sons. 
When Paul, the bad sheep, is killed 
in an attomobite accident, Gregg. 
the successful one in the family, in- 
sists he murdered him. He had 
wished for latter’s death, he cries, 
even going so far as to consider poi- 


.The playhouse was formally re- 
opened with a bill of experimental 
plays Saturday (3). 


SKINNER’S 6G, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 6. 
It was practically a sellout for 
Cornelia Otis Skinner’s three per- 
formances at the Rivoli at $2.65 top 
last week. 
Two nights and one 
grossed about $6,000. 


partment stores, where theatre tick- record.) 
ets were formerly available, be con- 
tacted to learn if the service could 
be advisably resumed. These stores 
would serve as information sources 
on shows and would be able to issue 
orders for tickets after making res- 
erations with theatres. When the 
number of legit theatres declined 
some years ago the stores dropped 
the theatre departments. 


written by Stefan Zweig following 
the World War. Casting began this 
week .under Worthington Miner's 
direction. 

‘Sejanus, by Ben Jonson, skedded 
to preem Jan. 9 at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, is the first production of a 
Coast company, newly formed, by 
Lucien Henri. Firm will be per- 
manent and plans provide for four 
legit offerings a season. 

















Australian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, L.td., Managing Directors Frank 
8. Tait, S. 3. Crick, G. Dean, 
Present :— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 
“BALALATHA” 


ROYAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 






















matinee 






















































NATALIE KOMAROVA 


PRODUCER and CHOREOGRAPHER 














GEORGE KOMAROFF 


COMPOSER and MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
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Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 43) 


Betty Benson 
Irving Ore 

Deloyd McKay 
Josephine & B Lee 
Marjorie Smith 

- Victor Hugo Orc 


Cadillac Tavern 


Dean Edwards 
Mimi Stewart 
Ada Reynoids 
Jeanne Van 
Sonny Roy 

H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 
Line (8) 

Club Africana 
Jack Curtis 
Dottie Sacco 
Bill Bauersfield 
Dolly Parker 
Ted & E Walker 
Ginger Lynn 
Doc Hyde Orc 

Club 15 


Mae Masters 
Amy Organ 
Johnny 

Clab Parakeet 


Rae Dell 

Patti LaVerne 

Louise Holt 

Emma Stouch 

Betty Fernon 

Anne Harkins 

Al Wilson 

Bill Thornton Ore 
El Chice 

Tommy Monroe 

Leila Rose 

Camille 

Lewis Sis 

Mellita Moore 

Doc 
Embassy 

Sylvie St Clair 

Loretta Dennison 

Judith Gales 

Lynda Marsh 

Ann Kirwin 

Pedre Blance Ore 

George Clifford 

Evergreen Canine 


Beth Challis 

Joe Milikopf Oro 
1523 Clob 

Dickson Sis 

Florence Holman 

Swing King Orc 

Bubbles Shelby 


Frankie Palumbo's 


Don Murray 

Cc & C Joy 
Beth Calvert 
Jimmy Lackore 
Yvonettes (6) 


Bobby Morrow Orc 


Harris Tavern 


Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 


Huldebrand’s 


Pete. Hayes 
Leonard Cook 
Charlie Neid 
Dee Dorea 
Cosmo & Lolita 
Duchess Le Vone 
Rita Taylor 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Orc 
Hetel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Allen Fielding Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Loyanne & Renard 
4 Vespers 
6 Continentals 
Margo Gis .8) 
Don Angelina 
Hotel 
Cc Wolf Gis (6) 
Lillian Fox 
Jackie Beekman 
Adelaide Jey 
Clark & Eaton 
Tony Harris 
Girard Ream 
Rkea Marsh 
Joe Frasetto 
Latimer Club 
(Blue Reem) 
Seni Shaw 
Jimmie Kelly 
Billie Lee 
Sharon Harvey 
Line (6) 
Jonie’s Bd 
Little Rathakeller 
Jack Grtffin Ore 
Zorita 
Bob Carney 


Ore 


Yaung’s Or 


Dougherty Ore 


Philadelphia 








Gene & Roberti 
Mimi Reed 

Julia Gerrity 
Johnny & George 


Jack Lynch's 


Seno Deonath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 
Tip, Top, Toe 
Joan Abbott 
Helene Heath 
Chas Smith 
Joe Lewis 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gis (16) 
Open Door 
Marty Joyce 
Berdell 2 
Rose Hetherly 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Jim Rossi 
Bob Spedden 
Parrish Cafe 
Flo Gross 
Chickie Martin 
Marien Aiken 


Johnny Holmes Orc | 


Vernon Guy 
Reiidesv ous 
Adorables (6) 
George Scotti 
Rogers & Morris 
Arnet & Rogers 
Barbara Long 
Itonia Bradley 
Chet Fennis re 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Johnny Walsh 
South & Lane 
Patsy Shaw 
Danny Montgomery 


R’maine & Manning | 


Jean Lee 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Brasiow Ore 
Silver lake inna 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or | 
P’ce & P's Selandia | 


Vivian Newell 
Tommy Osborn 
Bill Steele 
dutkin’s Kathaskelles 
Watson Sis 
Bonnie Stewart 
Helen Wilson 
Dorothy Peyton 
Miriam Brome 
Jay Jerome Orc 
Frank Ponti 


20th Century 


Harold Beswick 
4 Grand 
Leon Prima Orc 
Louise Carr 
Viking Cafe 
Cliff Conrad 
Rodney & Gould 
Casper & Roth 
Grace O’ Hara 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Village Barn 
Dolores O'Neill 
Frances Deva 
Paul Rich 
Margo & Sheridan 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Teddy Oliver Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brae 
(Camden) 


Kar) & Gretchen 
Bavarians 

Iiae Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Ray Miller 

Jules Flacco Ore 
Nelson Boxing Cats 
Chiquita 

Panner & Swift 
Su-Foo 

Golden Co 

Eddie Sheppard 
Margie Green 
Jackie Moss 

J & T Sheilenh'mer 


Yacht Club 


Kitty Helmling Ore 
Jimmy Bailey 
Dorothy Coster 
Eadie Lang 

Reggie Du Van 
Helen Martin 
Patricia Robinson 
Roberta Ramsey 
Douglass Show Boat 
Emory Evans 
Charlie Gains 
Line (8) 


Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler Orc 
Ethel Seidel 


Billy Knack’'s 


Miriam Stuart Ore 
Louis Streeter 
Marty Hoff 

Jean Renard 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Eddie South Orc 
Louis Mason 


Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal Club 
Bud Vioni Ore 
Chateau Club 
Sandra Miller 
Blanc & Charme 
Ray Gale 
Ina Scott 
Jeanie Walker 
Cleone Hays 
Johnny Poat 
Irene Burke 
Little Laverne 
Barclay 2 
Clover Club 
Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thornton 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Club Madrid 
Stan Jacobsen Ors 
Zita & Annis 
June Lang 
Bernie & Yovanns 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 
Marie Marsh 
Rose Steffen 
Ann Suter 
Edith Rae 
Shutta & Kent 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Club Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
aed uta cl 
Phil eosin 





ER en) eer 


Conge Club 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cernies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Ore 
Ben Boe Ore 
Gene Emerald 
Ralph Lewis 


Devines Eagles 
Bob Garrity Orc 
Stephen Swedish Or 
Herbie Kay Orc 
Red Roberts Orc 
Wally Miller Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 


Karl Ratsch's 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 

Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Victor 
Variety 4 
Log Cabin 
Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Janet Reed 
Doris Dane 
Nikki Nickall 
Ray Wencil 
Jane Ruhey 
Peggy Geary 
Johnny Davis Or: 
Milwaukean 
Bobby Maynard 
Helen Kaye 
Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 

Old Heidelberg 

Herman Rebfedt ¢r 


Carl 


whee 
Billy Meagiier 


RA Sper Pes 


Dotty Norman 
Kathleen Kaye 
Claudia Ferris 
Open Door 
Tinney Liveng'’d Or 
Larry Powell 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Orc 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 
Paris 
Gordon Bogie 
Norman Ebron 
Rendezvous 
Katherine Kaye 
Ruth Gary 
Eleanor Sutherland 
Helen James 
Vera Robsel 
Rene 
| Rudy Sager Ore 
Harry Rayburn 
Betty Nae 
Peg Manning 
Jean Alyn 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Koma Costello 
Schwartz 
Bob Eherle Ore 


Lee Leighton Orc 
Johnny Gerg Ore 
Claude Parminter 
State Gardens 
Mildred Seeley 
Lady Delilah 
Ann Helene 
Dale & Dale 
Evon Alten 
Irene Schrank 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Orc 
Bert Nolan 
Bobbie Cook 
Carlos & Dolores 
Town and Country 
Club 


Ore 


Virginia Davis 
Tiny Gorman 
Betty Harger 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Steve Swedish Orc 


Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Ford & Barnes 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Koof 
Nie Harper Orc 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Marion Mann 
Ellen Kaye 
Connie Barleau 
Loraine De Wood 


DETROIT 


Ambassador Club 
Buddy Lester 
Freddy Miller 
Sophistocrats (2) 
John Piatt 
Band Rox Dancers 6 
Al Howard 
| Peggy Warner 
Charlie Lasin Ore 
Beok-Cadillec Hotel 
(Boek Casine) 
Ramona’s Ore 
Frank Parrish 
Enrica & Novello 
(Moter Bar) 
Art Ravel Orc 
Muriel Boyd 
Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Betty Boop 
Coquettes 
Ray Styles 
Club Frontenac 
Harry Jarkey 
Bebe Sherman 
Harvey Stone 
Arlene Whitney 
Muriel Kretlow (6) 
Geo Alfano Ore 
Commodore Club 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
Russ Swann 
Iris Wayne 
Edith Griffith 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Keom) 
Jack Marshard Ore 
Hartmans (2) 
Neblolo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Frank Reynolds 
Vera Walton 
Nerthweed Ins 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Woods & Bray 








Glenn Dale 
Patsy Marr 


Oasis 


Emily & Velma 
Blond Chassins 
Gonzalez & S 
Jerry Fulton 
Hal Borne Orc 


Plantation Club 
H Henderson Orc 
Mae Diggs 
Bill & Chas 
Leitha Hill 
House Line (8) 


Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 
Bennett Danvers 
Sammy Walsh 
Ruth Brent 
Burnelis (2) 
Suke 
Gus Howard 
Texas Rockets (6) 
Geo Kavanagh Orc 
Club Ten-Forty 


Paul & Paulette 
Coyle McKay Ore 
To-Je Farms 

Frank Schirmer 

Boots Burns 
Juanita Bates 
Ruth Armstrong 
Sylvia Parker 
Wonda Perry 
Eddie Minich Orc 


Webster Hull 
(Cecktall Grill) 
Art Mooney Orc 
Merle Clark 
Perry 2 
Marion Parker 
Wesley Whitehouse 
Jean Shailor 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Billy Wells 
4 Fays 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 





Sherry Martin 
Rose- Marie 


Hanna Grill 


Gypsy Lee 
Lee Ensign 


Hotel Cleveland 


Manny Landers Ore 
Walt Bergen 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willie Potts Orc 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 
Toni Lane 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
McNally Sis 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Romany 3 

Hotel Statler 
Dick Barrie Orc 
Caperton & Col'mb’s 
Carol Page 
Pollard & Martin 


Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlit 
Pearl De Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Ted & Mary Tast 
Cleonice Mont Vare 
Jacques Pollack Or 
Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 
Jules De Vorzon 
Jack Webb 
Neila Goodelle 
Southern Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 
Don Kaye 
Nick Bontemps 
Ubangt Club 
Troy Singer Orc 
Poison Gardner 
Bessie Brown 
Sonny Carr 


Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Kileen Joyce 
Florenza 
Bob Marchand 
Cedar Gardens 
Monette Moore 
Rose O'’Neai 
Jean Arthur 
2 Cadets 
Flink Moore 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Jay Jason 
Jack Morgan 
Betty Page 
Ada Mennen 
Susan Bote 
Ivy La Marr 


Kight O'Clock Cloub 


Bill Miller Ore 
Mildred Chaplin 
Sammy Lipman 
Anita James 
Labe Peltz 
Donna Wamby 
Connie Roberts 
Frank Rubertino 
Kay Baron 


Freddie's Cafe 


Tony Emma Orc 
3 Playboys 
Charles & Barbara 
5 Darlings” 


Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Mitzie Wayne 


Hatton's Club 
Phil Heikell 


Rodzinski on Leave 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 

Arthur Rodzinski is getting a leave | 
of absence from podium of Cleve- | 
land Symph to conduct the NBC 
symphony orchestra during its De- 
cember Saturday night broadcasts. 
During his absence concerts at Sev- 
erance Hall are to be batoned by 
' three guest-conductors. 
| Dimitri Mitropoulos of Minnea- 
polis Symph will guest Dec. 15 and 
17, followed by Albert Stoessel for 
Dec. 29 and 30. Rudolph Ringwall, 
associate conductor here, to take the 
stand Dec. 8 and 10 and again on 
Dec. 22 and 23. Joseph Szigeti, Hun- 
|garian violinist, due as soloist for 











set es 


Bul Schweitzer Orc | 


Lane, Edwards &D | 


BACK BALLETS 


Fleischmanns, Hannas and Tafts 
Supporting Monte Carlo, Mordkin 


Principal backers of the two lead- 
ing ballets are Ohioans, three prom- 
inent names being mentioned in that 
connection. The Fleischmann family 
of Cincinnati, and the Hannas of 
Cleveland, are among those financing 
the Monte Carlo Baliet Russe, which 
recently attracted capacity at the 
Metropolitan opera house, 

In addition the Tafts of Cincinnati 
are interested in the Mordkin ballet, 
which is temporarily laying off. 
Monte Carlo outfit is on tour. 


MET OPERA’S GUIDE 





raise funds, the Metropolitan Opera 
Cavaleade,’ with the subtitle, 
Story of the Metropolitan.’ 
large, thin, bright red volume, con- 
taining 68 pages, 
illustrations in sepia, Sells for $1. 
Purporting to introduce the lay- | 
man to opera and give a glowing 


and whe makes the wheels go ‘round, 
| the book has a text by Ruth Adams 
Knight. It is in the most unashamed 
fan-mag style painting the Met and 
its past in ultra-glamorous colors 
|and picturing the company in the 
inevitable one-great-big-happy-fam- 
ily manner, 

To the man-in-the-street at whom 
it’s aimed, the book will be fairly 
} impressive; to those in show busi- 
pop it is likely to be slightly funny; 
to members of the Met com )Jany its | 
Never Never Land picture may not 
be immediately recognizable. 








Equity Protection 





(Continued from page 47) 


hearsals or performances are to re- 
port to the Pool, which is the Prov- 
incetown Playhouse, MacDougal 
street, where there are training 
courses available. During the period 
they are at the Pool, players are sub- 
ject to as many calls as needed, but 
within an eight-hour period, 

There have been no further devel- 
opments in the WPA situation in re- 
gards to reduction in complements, so 
far as the theatre project is con- 
cerned. As reported by project heads 
in New York, no indications have 
come from Washington that pink 
dismissal slips will be handed out 
this winter. 

But one legit show in the theatre 
district, ‘The Big Blow’ (Elliott) is 
current. Carded for this month is 
‘Pinocchio,’ due into the Ritz, a show 
designed for juvenile audiences. A 
Yiddish version of ‘Awake and Sing’ 
is slated for Daly’s 63d Street, and 
‘Androcles and the .Lion,’ with a 
colored cast, opens at the Lafayette, 
Harlem. 

Adelphi is still being used for re- 
hearsals of ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ 
which is establishing a record for 
rehearsal longevity. Revue is now 
dated to open in January. 





Flanagan Denial 








(Continued from page 47) 


impression of the play was that the 
Beavers ‘wanted everybody to be 
nine years old, happy and unsel- 
fish.’ 

‘So Sorry’ 

‘I'm sorry Brooks Atkinson and 
the police commissioner (N.Y. 
deputy police commissioner Burns 
McDonald) were disturbed,” Mrs. 
Flanagan declared. ‘But we did not 
write the play for drama critics or 
policemen. We wrote it for chil- 
dren.’ She was preceded on the 
stand by Mrs. Allen S. Woodward, 
assistant WPA administrator, who 
battled vesterday (Monday) with 
the legislators over extent of com- 
munism in Federal 
| projects. 
| Reiterating her belief that the Dies 
| Committee was ‘unqualified, irre- 
|sponsible and uninformed,’ Mrs. 
| Woodward finally was silenced when 
| Dies called a Washington minister 
| before the committee to give ‘clergy- 
man’s eye view’ of un-Americanism. 


32 Stops on Eddy Tour 
Pasadena, Dec. 6. 
Nelson Eddy opens his annual 
concert season here Feb. 2, and 
moves to San Antonio on a tour of 
32 cities. 
Los Angeles is left off the schedule 











‘forthe first time in seven years. 


BOOK ON ITSELF | 


As a bid for membership and to | 
Guild, Inc., has just published ‘Opera | 
‘The | 
It is a} 


with extensive | 


picture of what the Metropolitan is, | 
how it works, what its tradition is | 


white-collar | 





Agencies’ Discard 


Ticket agencies took it on the 
chin Friday (2) when the draw 
at the Metropolitan Opera 
House for ‘Tristan and Isolde’ 
proved way off. Kirsten Flag- 
stad and Lauritz Melchior were 
in the title roles but since in- 
disposition had caused her to 
cancel several concerts in the 
midwest, opera fans had fig- 
ured a substitution would be 
made, and consequently ticket 
sales were slow. 

‘Tristan,’ with Mme. Flagstad, 
who is claimed in many circles 
to be the outstanding Isolde of 
all time, is always figured for 
top money when she plays and 
so brokers had loaded up with 
tickets because of her origin- 
ally scheduled appearance. An- 
nouncement of her appearance 
was made Friday morning. 
Boxoffice sales also fell off. 














‘NEGRO MUSIC NIGHT 
| AT CARNEGIE HALL 


A program of native American 
Negro music running the gamut 
from ‘Spirituals to Swing’ will be 
put on at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. Dec. 
| 23. Talent lineup headed by the 
Count Basie orch 

James P. Johnson, pianist who ac- 
| companied Bessie Smith, deceased 
, blues singer, will assume the same 
| duties for Ruby Smith, her daughter. 
With prices ranging from 83c to $3.30 
the take will go, after expenses are | 
paid, to benefit the New Masses 
magazine. 

John Hammond is chairman of the | 
operating committee 


director. 





‘Rigoletto’ Promoted For 


Providence Singleton 


Providence, Dec. 6. 
Verdi's ‘Rigoletto’ will be staged 
by the New England Opera Co. un- 
der the direction of Danilo Sciotti 
at the Metropolitan Thursday 
Among the principals are George 





Zappala of Boston, Claudio Frigerio, 
Nino Carboni, Pompilio Malatesta, 
Harriet Eden, Frank Vespia, Blanche | 
Monjeau, Nicola Lanni and Alphonse 
S. Pichette. 

New England Choral Society and 
the New England Opera Corps de! 
‘Ballet, directed by Mme. Terese Cas- 
tallo Cianfarani, will also take part. 


Ballet Russe’s Gross 


Hartford, Dec. 6. 
Ballet Russe dé Monte Carlo in 
two performances at the Bushnell 
Memorial Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights (29 and 30) grossed an ap- 
proximate $12,000, drawing about | 
5,800 persons. Ducats were retailed | 





were presented by the company in- 
cluding the American preem of ‘St. 
Francis,’ a choreographic legend in 
one act and five scenes by Paul 
Hindemith and Leonide Massing, di- 
rector of the company. 

Following night Thursday (1) the | 
John Golden production, ‘Lightnin’ 
starring Fred Stone grossed a fair 
$1,980, with tickets ranging from 
55 cents to $2.75. 


Gale Page Divorced 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 

Charles B. Pring, florist, last week 
obtained a divorce from Mrs. Gale 
Pring, professionally Gale Page, for- 
mer Muny Opera dancer, Pring also 
obtained custody of their two-year- 
old son, Dane. 

Alleging general indignities, Pring 
testified that after the birth of the 
child his wife joined the Muny 
Opera troupe as a dancer and subse- 
quently joined theatrical companies 
playing in various parts of the coun- 
try. As a result, he told the court, 
he had to seek aid of his mother to 
eare for the child as his 
fused his : peated attempts to have 
her return. Couple wére married in 
November, 1935, and separated in 
September, 1937. 


oo Prete es a et 








and Charles | 
Friedman, of ‘Sing Out the News’, | 


(8), | 


Milan Tinker of Providence, Clotilde | 


at between $2 and $3. Five shay | 


wife re- | 


Music Guild to Ignore Menuhin: 
Met Opera Talks Resuming 


. 


Negotiations with the concert bu- 
reaus and the Metropolitan Opera 
Assn. will probably be resumed by 
the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists within the next couple of weeks. 
Precise plans await next Sunday 
night's (11) meeting of the solo artist 
members at the Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
but preliminary preparations are al- 
ready under way. 


Likely that the concert bureau 
matter will be given the preference, 
since that is consivered most vital te 
the Guild membership. Negotiations 
with Columbia Coneerts Corp. and 
NBC Artists Service, who spread- 
eagle the concert management field, 
were broken off abruptly several 
weeks ago when AGMA petitioned 
for and was granted the right to in- 
tervene in the current FCC radio 
monopoly hearings. 

Idea of the AGMA meeting Sun- 
day is to acquaint the solo artists 
with the progress to date and de- 
termine future plans. Committee to 
deal with the concert bureaus is .al- 
ready functioning, but a second body 
will be named to confab with the 
Met. Although the Guild has a con- 
tract with the Met, disposition of the 
troublesome ‘Clause 12’ issue was 
left until this fall, when the artist 
| membership would be in New York 
and in position to make its wishes 
| known. 


Tenors En Route West 


Ernest Charles, AGMA rep in Los 
Angeles, returns this week to his 
| position on the Coast, exchanging 
| Places with Theodore Carr, who has 
| been in charge at that end during 
| Charles’ stay in New York. Laiter, 
|a concert tenor, is giving recitals in 
Pittsburgh and Wichita on his way 
| west. 

Guild plans to take no action in 
regard to Yehudi Menuhin’s blast in 
| last Sunday’s (4) New York dailies. 
ln a prepared statement, the young 
| fiddler renewed his attack. on AGMA, 
| terming it a ‘racket’ that seeks to 
prey on artists and the entire con- 
|cert business. Guild execs are tak- 
|ing the stand that Menuhin’s action 
is merely a bid for publicity. They 
| claim the 22-year-old violinist hasn’t 
|answered their recent statement in 
the controversy, that his attack is 
| palpably libelous, but that a damage 
suit for libel might tend to make a 
;martyr of him. Individual Guild 
|members, pointing out that Menu- 

hin’s attack was made in the midst 
of the AGMA-concert bureau nego- 
tiations, imply that the fiddler’s tac- 
tics have been mapped by his agency 
, advisors. 

However, there is a possibility that 
the American Federation of Musi- 
‘cians might step into the picture, 
_ Since its president, Joseph N. Weber, 
|had several long conferences with 
| Leo Fischer, AGMA executive-secre- 
tary. on the Coast during the height 
| of the Menuhin-Guild controversy. 
Just what was decided has not been 
learned, but the two union heads 
| discussed Menuhin and. reached a 
/common decision in the matter. 


S.F. Ballet Big in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 6. 


Sell-out biz for one day stand of 
_ the San Francisco Opera Ballet with 
‘the Portland Symphony Orchestra 
‘rated a gross around $4,000 for one 
|performance. Some added interest 
locally in this show as Janet Reed, - 
the prima ballerina, is a local gal. 
_ Also a hometown boy is William 
Christensen, director of the ballet. 











Musicians Get Cuts Back 


5s St. Louis, Dec. 6. 

The 29 tooters of the St. Louis 
Ssymph orch who took pay cuts of 
about 5% last Spring will have most 
of the reduction restored by virtue 
of an anonymous gift of $2,000 made 
last week to the orch’s maintenance 
fund. Gift will enable restoration of 
about 85% of the cuts. W. Geoffrey 
'Kinball, chairman of the symph’s 
exec. board, said the donation must 
not be construed as enabling the 
society to balance its budget as it 
‘already has an accumulated deficit 
of more than $36,000. 

Kimball also said that the deficit 
must be greatly reduced before the 
management is relieved of the neces- 
| sity of continuing drastic operating 
economies in the future. 
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Guild Hits Hearst, Chicago 

American Newspaper Guild in 
Chicago on, Monday (5) called a 
strike against the two Hearst dailies, 
the morning Herald-Examiner and 
the evening American. Chicago unit 
called the strike a showdown against 
the Hearst dailies and insisted the 
Hearst sheets had violated Guild 
contracts and had terrorized their 
employees by wholesale firings. 
Hearst execs denied these charges 
and replied that they could not bar- 
gain collectively with the Guild 
until the National Labor Relations 
Board had designated whether the 
Committee of Industrial Organization 
or the American Federation of 
Labor should be recognized as the 
proper bargaining agent for the un- 
organized workers of the Hearst pa- 
pers. The Guild is CIO. 

Meanwhile, the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Labor stated that all its asso- 
ciated trade unions in the AFL, 
which have contracts with the 
Hearst dailies here, would continue 
to work, 





Avert Philly Newsie Strike 

Strike by Philadelphia newsboys, 
set to suspend publication of all pa- 

pers there, was narrowly averted 
last week by a decisio: of the pub- 
lishers to accede to the newsies’ de- 
mands, which will enable them to 
get a healthier chunk of the profits 
resulting from the new 3c price of 
papers. Compromise pushed the 
newsboys increase back, however, to 


Pierce Baker, 
Workshop’ at Harvard, and subse- 
quent similar activities at Yale, is to 
be published by Dramatists Play 
Service. Proceeds will go to a prom- 


pledges have been made. Ways and 
means of raising additional funds for 
the project will be decided upon. 
One will be a pamphlet on anti- 
Semitism written by members of the 
scribblers’ group, proceeds of which 
will go to the fund. Other chapters 
of the League of American Writers 
are also expected to aid. 





Memorial te Baker 
Memorial booklet on Prof. George 
famed for his ‘47 


ising young playwrights as a me- 


morial fellowship. 


Booklet will contain tributes to 
Baker and his work from several of 
his former students who have 


achieved prominence in the theatre. 


Material, published and unpublished, 
will be by Eugene O'Neill, John 


Mason Brown, Sidney Howard, Al- 
lardyce Nicoll, Donald Oenslager and 


others. Volume will also contain 
photographs, maps and stage de- 
signs. 


Will be a low-priced limited edi- 
tion, signed by the contributers, and 
will sell at $5 a copy. Profits on the 
book will be turned over to Brown 


and two members of the Dramatists’ 
Guild for the projected fellowship. 





Dell's New Almanac 
Once--popular almanac vogue is 
returning, with Dell, the mag pub- 


May 9, instead of the immediate tilt 
they wanted. 


lishing house, latest to undertake one 
of the annuals. Now being readied 
and to be known as the American 


Under the terms of the agree- 
ment publishers will sell the papers 
to the boys at $2 per 100, instead 
of the $2.15 they pay ut present. 
Fifty cents a night extra was also 
guaranteed boys who sell Record 
and Inquirer bulldog editions. De- 
mand for a closed shop was left to 
future arbitration. 

Victory is the second in recent 
months by the hawkers. First was 
an agreement by the publishers in- 
creasing profits of the boys from 65c 
per 100 papers to 85c. This boom- 
eranged, however, because the pa- 
pers co-incidentally increased sale 
price from 2c to 3c per copy, caus- 
ing a circulation loss of approxi- 
mately 20%, which meant a cut in 
the ‘newsies’ former earnings. Pub- 
lishers were reticent about even 
meeting for a discussion on another 
raise for the peddlers until the 
union’s negotiating committee was 
voted power to call a strike. 





Scribner’s New Book Dept. 

New book department is to be in- 
stituted by Scribner’s Magazine in 
the January issue, via method 
claimed to be a departure in mag 
review of books. Instead of one or 
two reviewers going through the 
varied book output indiscriminately, 
periodical will have around a dozen 
reviewers recognized as authorities 
in their respective fields. They will 
go over the books in the fields in 
which they are noted. 

Book reviewers for the mag and 
types of books in which they will 
specialize are: Douglas S. Freeman, 
biography; William L. Langer, for- 
eign affairs; Carl Van Doren, fiction; 
_S. S. Van Dine, mysteries; Thomas 
Craven, art; John T. Flynn, business 
and finance; Major R. Ernest Dupuy, 
military; Richard Watts, stage, 
screen and radio; Morris Ernst, law, 
and Joe Williams, sports. 








Roll-a-Book Idea 

New publishing idea is the Roll-a- 
Book. Instead of the usual pages, 
story is on a continuous roll of paper 
within a box-like affair, scanned 
through a window as the roll is spun 
by a knob. Principal asset claimed 
for the Roll-a-Book is novelty. 
Syracuse, N Y., company controlling 
the patent, aims to put out a 50,000 
first edition. 

Company, called Roll-a-Book Pub- 
lishers, has 20 titles skedded for 
1939. Will exceed that number, how- 
ever, if the idea clicks 
_ Claimed as new to modern times, 
the Roll-a-Book idea actually goes 
back to the ancients. Reading mat- 
ter was put up on rolls of parchment 
even before the Christian era, and 
today the Torah in Jewish houses of 
worship is in the same form—un- 
rolled as it’s read. 





Home for Refugees 

New York Chapter of the League 
of American Writers will establish 
a home in New York for German 
refugee authors. Project was de- 
termined upon at a meeting attended 
by some 300 members of the organ- 
ization, at which a resolution was 
adopted backing President Roose- 
velt’s stand again:t Nazi outrages. 


Collections of around $185 in cash | changes during the course of a re- | tures. 


and approximately $500 more in 





Almanac. To sell for a dime. 
Dell almanac is to be the lowest 


priced in the field, 5c less than the 
Old Farmer’s Almanac. 
ready for its annual appearance, is 


Farmer’s, 


147 years old. 
To make its appearance this week 
is the third annual Almanac for 


New Yorkers, compiled by the Fed- 
eral Writers Project. 
exceptional seller, and credited with 
the returning vogue of the almanac. 


This one is an 





Gentry Press Tag Revived 
Gentry Press imprint being re- 
vived by Helen and Bruce Gentry, 


brother and sister, who, since mov- 


ing their publishing organization 
from San Francisco to New York, 
four years ago, have issued their 
books under a ‘Holiday House’ label. 

Firm had its beginning in Frisco 
as the Helen Gentry Press. First 
part of the name dropped when 
Bruce Gentry joined the company. 
In turn gave way to Holiday House 
on the trek East. 

Major part of the Gentrys’ book 
output will continue to carry the 
Holiday House name, but a volume 
now and then will bear the imprint 
of the Gentry Press. 





Wrong Guy’s Number 
Friday (2) afternoon dailies car- 
ried Adolf Hitler’s telephone num- 
ber on page one, the info having 
been cabled from London where it 
is revealed in the new British Who’s 
Who. Number was verified to be 
correct and several person-to-person 
calls were placed, a voice at the 
other end saying that the dictator 
refused to talk. ; 

N. Y. Post prominently displayed 
the number in a two-column box, 
page one, and after giving the rates 
at various hours, concluded with 
‘profanity is prohibited.’ Reported 
the number was changed later in the 
day, indicating a number of persons 
with something to say to the Nazi 
leader had attempted to reach him. 





Scribes Do Another P.A. 
Second in the current season se- 
ries of Book and Author Luncheons 
to be held Tuesday (13) at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., with Lewis Gannett, 
N. Y. Herald Tribune book crick, 
as chairman. Speakers to include 
Louis Bromfield, back in New York 
after settling his family in Oberlin, 
Ohio; Ogden Nash, on from the 
Coast for a brief period; Carl Van 
Doren, and Ruth McKenney. 
Purpose of the Book and Author 
Lunchons is to have the public meet 
the boys and girls who write the 
books. 





Claus to Wilmington Papers 

Henry T. Claus, editor-in-chief of 
the Boston Evening Transcript, will 
succeed Theodore G. Joslin as presi- 
dent and publisher of the News and 
Journal in Wilmington, Del., effec- 
tive Jan. 1. Joslin is resigning to 
become public relations director for 
du Pont, succeeding Charles K. 
Weston, 


1925 and is the last of the ‘old guard’ 
on the paper, which has undergone 
numerous personnel and policy 





|cent financial reorganization, 








Oh, Yeah! 





The book everyone has been 
waiting for is being published 
at last! 

It's ‘How to Win at Stud 
Poker,” put out by the Stud 
Poker Publishing Co., no less. 
In 101 pages, the author, James 
M. Wickstead, gives the com- 
plete lowdown claimed by the 
title. And with diagrams! 











NEW PERIODICALS 


Hollywood Love Romances, fiction 
mag to contain stories with film 
background only, has been added to 
the Fiction House chain. First 
periodical to specialize in tales of 
this type, and like majority of Fic- 
tion House mags, it'll be a quarterly. 
Will go monthly if it catches on. 
Malcolm Reiss editing. 

My Stars, monthly on astrology, 
product of the newly-formed Na- 
tional Magazines Corp., will come 
around Dec. 15. Head of National 
Magazines Corp. is J. W. D. Grant, 
who also has Practical Magazines, 
publisher of Practical Psychology. 
My Stars will be edited by Eloise 
Ann White. 


Tennis publication to be issued by 
a group consisting of Salvador Nel- 
son, Sol Seeman and Morris Rosen- 
feld, who have formed Sportlite 
Publications for the purpose. To get 
set shortly, as soon as details can be 
worked out, 


Listener’s Digest and a running 
mate to Radio Guide will hit the 
stands around first of the year. Fred 
Fidler and Fred Foy, New York 
admen, are launching Digest; the 
other mag will be put out by the 
Annenberg crowd. Both will carry 
scripts of shows, special events, edu- 
cational features, etc. George Eg- 
gleston, former editor of College 
Humor and Life, will head editorial 
board of Digest. 


Newspaper Syndicate, Inc., print- 
ting-publishing Manhattan. Direc- 
tors: Otis F. Wood, Sandro Mayer 
and Anne Vaccari, all of New York. 
Sportlite Publications, Inc., print- 
ing-publishing, Manhattan. Direc- 
tors: Leon L. Epstein (filing attor- 
ney), Morris Rosenfeld and Joseph 
Schwartz, all of New York, 


Finnish Paper Mills Agency, Inc. 
Directors: Warren P. McGoldrick, 
Alfred H. Wasserstrom and Maria 
Mullin, of New York. Capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. 


Protestant Digest, monthly, to re- 
print in abbreviated form the best 
pieces on various aspects of Protest- 
antism. Published in Boston by a 
group headed by Kenneth Leslie, 
latter also editing. There’s a Cath- 
olic Digest, which has been published 
for some time. 


Chuckles, pocket-sized mag give- 
away, with fancy print job, will go 
to more than 25,000 residents in 
Metropolitan New York, each with 
an annual earning in excess of 
$5,000. Name of each recipient will 
appear on the cover as part of the 
cover design, Editorially will consist 
of selected wit and humor designed 
for a place on the family table, and 
advertising, none of which will be 
competitive, will provide means of 
direct reply. Publisher is the Esrom 
Co. Prez of Esrom is Westy Egmont, 
formerly ed of the Cosmopolitan 
Book Corp. and chief ed of the 
United States Publishing Co., who 
will also edit Chuckles. Vice-prez 
and biz manager is Carl W. Rundlett; 
ad director, Harry H. Watson, and 
sec-treas., John Vasconcellos. Date 
for first appearance of Chuckles not 
set as yet. 

Associated Long Island Newspap- 
ers Rooming Bureau, Inc., printing- 
publishing, Queens County, N. Y. 


| Directors: Theodore Newhouse, 


Stanley Ehrlich, Edmund H. Heyler, 
of Jamaica, N. Y.; William Hyman 
and Bernard Segall, filing attorneys, 
also of Jamaica, are among the sub- 
scribers. Capital stock, $1,000, $10 
par value. 





New Book Pub Firm 


New book-publishing firm has been 
formed by Loker Raley, with Ralph 
Beebe as associate. Company, which 
will bear Raley’s name, will issue 
non-fiction only, including gift books 
and verse. 

First book to carry the Loker 
Raley imprint will be ‘Herbs for 
Urbans—and Suourbans,’ by Kath- 
erine W. van der Veer. To appear 
late this month. 











Claus, on the Transcript for 13) 
years, has been editor-in-chief since | 


Mag-Book Expands Scope 
New Writing, semi-annual ‘maga- 
| zine in book form’ published by Al- 
fred A. Knopf, opening its scope to 
include a number of additional fea- 
Fall 1938 edition, out this 


week, contains poems, stories and. 





articles by younger scribblers from 
many countries, as before, together 
with illustrations and pieces on spe- 
‘cial subjects commissioned by John 
Lehmann, the editor. 

New edition, includes the work of 
29 authors, representing eight dif- 
ferent countries. Has an article on 
French films by Robert Herring. 





American Spectator Returns 


American Spectator, which folded 
some months ago, is due to be re- 
vived early next year. Former pub- 
lisher, C. H. Fingerhood, will get 
the publication going again as soon 
as he can decide on a definite policy. 
No editorial selections as yet, and 
won’t be until Fingerhood de- 
termines just what slant the revived 
mag is to take. 

Charles Angoff, who edited the 
periodical up to the time it folded, 
won't be back. Angoff now asso- 
ciated with J. H. Smyth in a new 
mag, The Lowdown. 





Prize for Classic 


Three years after the Limited Edi- 
tions Club awarded a gold medal to 
an American book likely to become 
a classic, organization is to bestow 
a similar prize under the same con- 
ditions. Clifton Fadiman, Donald 
Adams and Robert Cantwell com- 
prise a committee to make the book 
selection, with award to be made at 
a breakfast at the Waldorf, New 
York, Dec. 15. 

Gold medal in 1935 went to ‘An 
Almanac for Moderns,” by Donald 
Culross Peattie. 





Yorston’s Expanding List 


John C. Yorston Publishing Co., 
which has for years confined itself to 
publication of the classics and text- 
books, is going in for general pub- 
lishing, including fiction. John C. 
Yorston now off on a manuscript 
hunt, and on his return in a week or 
two will line up a list of new books 
on various subjects. 

Specialty of the Yorston concern 
has hitherto been Dickens and 
Shakespeare. Firm also got out a 
mag some years ago, which is now 
discontinued, 





Miley to N. Y. Post 


Jack Miley is now sports columnist 
for the New York Post, succeeding 
Hugh Bradley, who withdrew because 
of, illness. Miley was formerly on 
similar assignment with the N. Y. 
Daily News and was with King 
Features for a time too. In recent 
months Miley has contributed 
special sports articles to Scribner’s 
and Collier’s. 

One in particular, on Marshall 
Goldberg, the Pittsburgh footballer, 
arounsed the latter’s father to threat- 
en suit. 





New Non-Fiction Publisher 
Book publishing company has been 
formed on the Coast by K. W. Houck 
under the name of the Circle Pub- 
lishing Co. Will get out a limited 
number of books, probably all non- 
fiction. First is a volume of verse 


by Kathryn Kay, ‘With Tongue in 
Cheek.’ 


Because of the recently lowered | 


postal rates for books, new firm will 
sell direct from the Coast instead of 


+ sega an Eastern sales representa- 
ive. 





Hungarian Show Mag Nixed 


Szinhazi Elet, Hungary's oldest 
and leading stage and film weekly, 
has been refused permit of publica- 
tion under government’s new Press 
Laws. 

So far, 90 periodicals, mostly in 
Jewish hands, have been scrapped. 
Szinhazi Elet had the largest circu- 
lation and was also well known out- 
side Hungary. 

Sandor Ince, editor-proprietor, is 
now on his way to Hollywood, where 
he has many friends. 





Detroit Abend Post Sold 


Goodwill and personal property of 
Detroit Daily Abend Post, Michigan's 
oldest German-language newspaper, 
was purchased for $6,300 last week 
by Oscar F. Keydel, paper-products 
manufacturer, on behalf of group 
interested in continuing operation of 
sheet. 

Paper has been published continu- 
ously since 1851, despite litigation 
and a $25,000 fire recently. . 





Reynolds Buys Athens Times 


Charles I. Reynolds, Jr., editor and 
general manager of Washington, Ga., 
News-Reporter, has purchased the 
Athens, Ga., Times, weekly sheet, 
from A. Belmont Dennis, who also 
publishes Covington, Ga., News. 

Mrs. Reynolds will be associated 
with her husband in publication of 


' Times, 


——— 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

James E. McMulien, 82, Michigan's 
oldest working newspaperman and 
editor and publisher of the Linden 
(Mich.) Leader, died Nov. 28 after 
short illness. Despite his age, he 
continued personally to get out his 
weekly sheet until two weeks ago 
when pneumonia developed. 


Robert Eugene Lorton, 24, asso- 
ciate publisher of Tulsa (Okla.) 
World, died Nov. 30 after being 
stricken in his office with cerebral 
hemorrhage day before. Failed to 
rally despite use of iron lung. Doc. 
tors attributed fatal attack to in. 
juries Lorton received in a diving 
accident about four years ago. Burial 
was in Tulsa, Friday (2). Wife and 
infant son, survive. 

Paul Y. Anderson, 45, Washington 
correspondent for the St. Louis Star- 
Times and The Nation, died in the 
capital yesterday (Tuesday). He ap- 
parently had taken an overdose of 
sleeping tablets and died in a hos- 
pital an hour after being admitted. 
Anderson was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for news reporting with dis- 
patches leading to the reopening of 
the Senate Teapot Dome oil investi- 
gation in 1928. Before connecting 
with the Star-Times, he served the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch in the same 
capacity for 15 years. 





CHATTER 


Kathleen Morrow Elliott off for 
Java. 


Irving Stone has returned to the 
Coast. 


Gertrude Atherton feted by Pen 
and Brush club. 


Flint Nielson fictionizing his un- 
produced play about Lafayette. 

Horatio Winslow sold his 
Beard the Pirate’ to Satevepost. 


Mark Halley going to Norway as 
soon as he finishes his new novel. 

Jo Pagano, film writer, cracked 
Atlantic Monthly with ‘Daisy Dell.’ 

Freda Kirchwey, publisher of The 
Nation, to Peru with her husband, 
Evans Clark. 

Murray Vail to Maine for the 
hunting, and to pick up some atmos- 
phere for a new novel. 

House of Field bringing out a 
novel, ‘Publicity Girl,’ by Paula 
Gould, the film publicist. 

Mark Hellinger will have a volume 
of his short stories published by 
Farrar & Rinehart next summer. 

Clarke Robinson’s ‘Behold This 
Woman’ (Godwin publication) deals 
with ‘cafe society’; out this month. 

Charles Kaufman’s novel, ‘Fiesta 
in Manhattan.’ to hit the bookstalls 
Feb. 10. William Morrow publish- 
ing. 

Hamish Hamilton, the London 
publisher and European rep of Harp- 
er’s, here for his annual American 
visit. 

F. van Wyck Mason in from Nan- 
tucket, and at the end of the month 
journeys to Bermuda for the balance 
of the winter. 

George B. Van Cleve and Verne 
Porter, formerly with Hearst publi- 
cations, opened an office in Beverly 
Hills to handle picture material. 

Rupert Hughes ‘correcting galley 
proofs of his monumental new novel, 
‘Stately Timber,’ which Jacques 
Chambrun has placed with Scrib- 
ner’s. 

William L. Lewis, drama editor of 
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph and dean 
of the critics’ clan in that city, on a 


‘Red 


until Christmas. 

Dorothy Gulman inaugurates a 
new Broadway column in the Febru- 
ary Picture Play, in which she will 
chronicle activities of filmites visit- 
ing Manhattan. 

Anne Parrish, who dedicated her 
new novel, ‘Mr. Despondency’s 
Daughter,’ to Josiah Titzell, has be- 
come his oride, Titzell, a scribbler, 
too, under the name of Frederick 
Lambeck. 

Carl Carmer, William Rose Benet, 
Herman Hagerdorn, William Max- 
well and Henry Seidel Canby among 
the scribblers who participated in 
the ‘Night of Arts’ in aid of the Mac- 
Dowell Colony, 

Ed Bodin, scribbler and authors’ 
agent, conducting the ‘Black Arts’ de- 
partment in the new mag, Strange 
Stories, under the pseudonym of Lu- 
cifer. Other Bodin pen names are 
Rodellin, Sylvion, Chakra and Kab- 
badin, 

William Morrell, publications edi- 
tor for the University of Pittsburgh, 
again in Florida for the winter, and 
while there will resume his gossip 
column on the Miami Herald, which 
he writes for three months every 
year under the name of Hugh Hough. 

Margaret Mitchell too busy with 
her Christmas shopping to go east 
to accept medal awarded her by 
N. Y. Southern Society, so she dele- 
gated H. S. Latham, vice prez of 
Macmillan Co, to accept bauble in 





her behalf at Waldorf-Astoria meet- 
ing of society Dec. 7. 


motor vacation through the south 
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VARIETY 53 
| 
tance phone regularly to Palm Wednesday Club auditorium Satur- 
Broadway Springs where his baby son is re- Londen | day (10) and Sunday (11). Heliywood 
cuperating and doing nicely. A pre- Ernie Venuto has taken over man- 
45: De cautionary oxygen tent became agement of the orchestra and enter- of 


Tay Garnett, director, in from the 


Films in barrooms growing; chief- 
ly fight pictures. 

Jack nny radio ducats harder 

get than gags. 

ag Oo Crichton out after five weeks 
abed with threatened fiu. ; 

Bill Thomas, of Young & Rubicam, 
is in Hollywood on a visit. __ 

Lawrence in, writer-director, 
now on William Morris list. . 

Erkine Gwynne reported hospital- 
jzed with a stroke in Paris. 

Herbert Berg, feature editor of the 


Daily News, in the hospital. 

The Townsends, dancing team, 
are back from South American 
bookings. 


Quentin Reynolds will be gone @/Naidi round out show. 


necessary at one stage. 

Richard is the newest of the Stark 
brothers on Broadway. i 
Mare Connelly’s ‘Everywhere I 
Roam.’ © Wilbur sells time for 
WMCA, Sheldon writes for radio 
and Eliot is a press agent. 


othy Hall guest of honor ‘her birth- 
day) at a cocktail party Saturday 
(3) attended by Bert Lytell, Helen 
and Grace Menken, Bobbie Harris, 
Virginia Smith, Neal Andrews and 
Marie Saxon. . 

Harry Richman’s Road to Man- 
dalay, new nitery in Delmeonico 
hotel, opening Dec. 15, represents 
$193,000 investment to date. Adel- 
aide Moffatt, Jce Rines and Raye and 


month scouting the European front | morrow (Thursday ). 


for Collier’s. 
Gertrude Hoffman’s dancing girls 
booked for London's ‘Crazy Show 
next summer. ; 
Pob Recen has resigned as treas- 
urer of Proctor’s 58th St. to produce 
Ta ye, 
2 Joe Schoenfeld (Vaniery)> much 
improved “4 an operation, con- 
alescing in iami. 
7 With the fold of ‘Soliloquy.’ Clar- 
ence Derwent returns to Hollywood 
and an RKO contract. By 
Gay Parkes, legit player, leaving 
in a few days to spend the holidays 
at her Nashville home. 
Fred Waring’s orchestra did “The 
Lord’s Prayer’ at the Lambs Gambol 
and was the talk of the show. 


Ever since J. C. Stein, MCA prez, | 


got into town he’s been laid up with 
a cold at his hotel apartment. 

The Sol Lessers’ boy, Julian (Bud), 
and his bride, Genee Mae Kobacher, 
on a Bermuda honeymoon cruise. 

Bob Durham, Benton & Bowles 
testimonial stalker, leaves this week 
to get some names in Hollywood. 

Arthur Dreifuss planed back to 
the Coast this week to start shorts 
production with Fanchon & Marco. 

The Arthur (WB) Eddys back to 
Hollywood after visiting relatives in 
Rhode Island and seeing the shows 
here. 

Oscar Binder, in charge of ex- 
change operations for Universal, 
back from a tour of exchanges in 
the south. 

Joe Cooper has given up his town 
apartment for life in the country, 
but comes in frequently to contact 
the Par h.o. 

W. A. Scully, F.J.A. McCarthy and 
W. J. Heineman of Universal back 
at the horzseoffice after extended 
selling tours. 

William Seiter, director for 20th- 
Fox, returned to the Coast this week 
after he had spent several weeks 
looking over shows. 

Irving Berlin headed for the Coast 
Monday (5) for a conference with 
Darryl Zanuck regarding his new 
picture for 20th-Fox. 

Savoy ballroom celebrates its 13th 
anniversary in January. As conces- 
sion to Harlem superstitions, dancery 
is advertising its 14th natal day. 

Countess Keller (nee Eleanor 
Sawyer), singer, arrives from Euro’ 
tomorrow (Thursday). Recently sold 
a set of travel films to United Artists. 

Hume Cronyn and Peter Barry 
have finished their musical comedy, 
‘Lamp This,’ based on the story o 
*Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp.’ 

Arleen Whelan cocktail-partyed 
ery (Tuesday) at the Stork by 

-Fox. She’s in “Thanks for Ev- 
erything,’ opening Friday at the 
Roxy. 

Faith Bacon’s Broadway return 
tomorrow ‘yoy © Midnight Sun, 
nitery, will be in dances that fully 
comply with recent police ban on 
nudity. 

Ben Serkowich, ey 8 six friends 
off, was pulled aboard the Washing- 
ton-bound train. He finally man- 
aged to duck off the express at Phila- 
delphia. 
‘My grandfather has been dead 
long enough to make it unnecessary,’ 
is Oscar Hammerstein's explanation 
for dropping his II billing after his 
surname. 

New Paradise show preems Xmas 
day. Marjorie Fielding putting it on. 
Nicky Blair wants Abe Lyman’'s band 
but unlikely to set him because of 
prior commitments. 

Mrs. Mervyn (Doris Warner) Le- 
Roy and Sally Eilers (Mrs. Harry 
Joe Brown) seeing the shows, etc., 
for a couple ef weeks. Returning to 
Hollywood for the holidays. 

Arthur Lyons and his bride, the 
former Ina Rae Curnett, profession- 
ally Ina Rhodes, WB contract player, 
due east for the holidays and a be- 
lated honeymoon. Married in Yuma 
last week. 

Bob Goldstein, who has the Lon- 
don comedy hit of last summer, ‘Plan 
for a Hostess,’ for Broadway, says 
he’s Sey for a couple of more 
shows to fold so he can start casting. 

Greenwich Village Casino and El 
Chico have tied up so that these 
Village niteries alternately stay 
clos Sunday and Monday. Each 
shills for the other on these nights. 

Mary Martin being dickered to 
double from ‘Leave It to Me’ into 
the Rainbow Room. Comedienne 
flew to her Texas home over the 
jrest-end, where her father was dy- 

ng. 

Mare Lachmann heading back to | 
the Coast, blazing a 20th-Fox exploi- 
tation trail en route. Their first baby 
is due around the holidays. She's 
the former Melva Cornell of the 
stage. 


Art DeBra, assistant to Will Hays, 
is spendins much of his time away 
from the Motien Picture Producers 
& Distributors headquarters, assist- 
ing in the ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
feature, which the film business will 
present at the N. Y. Fair. 

Benneti Cerf. the Geoice S. Kauf- 
mans and a party wouldn't dine at 
21 unless their portable radio was 
okayed vast the door last week. 
Didn't want to miss ‘Information 
Please’ program. Finally given the 
private bar, in order not to disturb 





others. 
| Sydney 
By Eric Gorrick 
Hoyts erecting two more nabe 


houses in Victoria. 
Ken W. Asprey has returned from 
a biz trip to U. S. 


still tops in Sydney. 

Reported that Douglas Fairdanks, 
Sr., may come here next year. 

Scott Alexander, a little theatre 
producer, died recently here at 64. 
Complaints continue regarding 
poor sound in many U. S. pictures. 
Probe will be undertaken shortly. 
‘The Women’ okay on biz in Mel- 
bourne for Australian-New Zealand 
theatres. Show moves to Sydney 
next. 

Metro bringing in “The Citadel’ for 
a major run in all ace spots. Cur- 
rently has a click with ‘Marie An- 
toinette’. 

Vie Webb is_ handling affairs of 
British Empire Films during the ab- 
senee of Gordon Ellis, in England 
and U. S. 

Luna Park Amusements, Mel- 
bourne, earned a profit of $18,304 on 
year’s trading, a drop of $1,668 on 
previous year. 

Harry Howard’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
out of Sydney after six weeks. 
Fullers have arranged a Melbourne 
opening for Yuletide. 

‘Snow White’ (RKO) continues to 
pull top biz in Melbourne and is 
tipped for a record run. Pic opens 
in New Zealand this month. 

Mrs. Dan Michalove and family 
have left for U. S. Michalove fol- 
lows Friday (9) after a probe into 
Hoyts for National Theatres. 

rnice Claire gave a short ses- 


He’s with | 


Ronnie Simon was host and Dor-: 


Preview to- | 


‘Alexander’s Rastime Band’ (20th) | 


sion over the air following her ar- 
rival from U. S. to play in ‘I Mar- 
ried an Angel’ for Australian-New 
Zealand Theatres. 
Billy Tinkler, director of publicity 
for inesound, besides doing a 
weekly air session, also supplies 
news coverage to 400 newspapers 
throughout the Commonwealth, plus 
chatter for commercial air units. 
Conferences held between exhibs 
and Australian Performing Rights 
Assn, regarding lesser fees for re- 
corded music. APRA, it’s stated, 
wanted to increase fees over a 
period, but the exhibs asked for re- 


duction. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Ben Jaffe recuperating in hospital 
after breakdown. 

Harry Harris spotted at new Sena- 
tor in managerial capacity. 

Clarence Eisemen here to get his 
family moved to New York. 

Ira Cohns sail Dec. 17 on a 25-day 
cruise in South American waters. 

Bernie Armstrong out of hospital 
after having infected foot repaired. 

Helen Hayes’ return to Nixon in 
‘Victoria Regina’ set back to Jan. 23. 

George Jaffe has put on 20 pounds 
since he quit smoking couple of 
months ago. 

Charlie Kurtzman called to Boston 
over weekend by serious illness of 
his brother. 

Joe Bernhard and Harry Goldberg 
in for a day last week to address 68 
WB managers. 

Father-in-law of 
Post-Gazette sports 
away last week. 

Playhouse’s next will be ‘Personal 
Appearance’ with Irene Cowan in 
Gladys George role. 

Al Gavelin’s missus 
maestro) in from New York to spend 
several days with him. 

Andrey Obey’s ‘Noah’ opens week’s 
engagement at Carnegie Tech drama 
school tomorrow (Thursday). 

Henrietta Hacker’s injvred foot 
better after four months and she’s re- 
joining Burt Layton dance act. 

Jackie Heller coming home in 
couple of weeks to rest up before his 
New Year's Eve opening at William 


Havey 


editor, passed 





Eddy Duchin is on that long-dis- 


Penn. 


Boyle. | 


the ’s the | 


Harry Ham leaving for Hollywood | 
shortly. 


Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon have 
adopted a-baby boy. 


The Donald Burns to spend holi- 


Bergen. 
Tom Mix booked at Cirque 
D’Hiver, Paris, for April, with 
options. 


Leila Stewart in Madiera for 
Christmas to recuperate from seri- 
ous illness. 

McKay and Lavalle replace Man- 
ley and Austin in the Palladium 
‘Crazy’ show. 

Associated British (Maxwell) is 
cutting all advertising films from 
its programs. 

Vera Haal, m new Dorchester 
hotel show, flew to Holland to see 
Dutch relatives. 

George Marton, 


| under Rabinowitch. 


Ethel Shutta and her quartet at 
the Cafe de Paris Dec. 12 for four 
weeks with options. 


Senator Murphy in the Prince of 
Wales revue for five weeks with op- 
tion of another fiv>. 


vival at the Palladium. 

Lee Ephraim to New York to see 
opening on Broadway of ‘Sprin« 
| Meeting,’ in which he has an 
| terest. 


Davy Burnaby’s schoolgirl daugh- 





| ter showing talent for drawing. A | 
| sketch of her dad has been put on | 


| exhibition. 

_‘Jorrocks,’ 20th-Fox picture star- 
|ring Sydney Howard, scheduled to 
| start this month, has been postponed 
to next month. 


Bill Tilden, with Danny Maskell, 
to play London Coliseum vaudeville 
| date, and may go on Hyams and 
Bernstein circuits. 
| Paul Robeson inundated with of- 
|fers to play de luxe picture houses 
|as result of having played a couple 
of weeks for Hyams Bros. 

Associated Theatres 
which has leased the Shaftesbury 
theatre from Joseph Brown, will not 
jrenew. Lease expires in March. 

Adrian Beecham, son of _ Sir 
|Thomas Beecham, has written the 
score for ‘Joyzelle,’ a new musical 
| to be presented early next month by 
Ann Croft. 

Henry Sherek is framing West End 
revue in which he intends to feature 





Naunton Wayne. 
in February. 

Once more the report is about that 
A. E. Abrahams, who controls the 
Garrick, contemplates general over- 
hauling of the house and converting 
it into a modern cinema. 

Actual library buy for ‘Under Your 
Hat,’ Jack MHulbert-Cicely Court- 
neidge musical at the Palace, is 
$130,000, spread over a period of 
15 weeks, biggest buy in years. 

Russell and Marconi signed with 
Tom Arnold’s ice show for year’s 
work in Australia, Africa and New 
Zealand, and return here in 1940 for 
a Parnell & Zeitlin vaudeville unit. 

Peter Blackmore, author of ‘Lot’s 
Wife’ (just past its 200th perform- 
ance) replaces Torin Thatcher in the 
play, when latter leaves for film 
work. Ancther play is due from the 
same pen. 

Gaby Morlay, French legit star, 
taking whole company to Canada, to 
present four plays in French, includ- 
ing ‘Victoria,’ in which she starred 
in Paris for over a year. Company 
sails Dec. 17, opening in Montreal 
Dec. 26. 

Gordon Ellis, managing director of 
Associated Distributors and British 
Empire Films in Australia, is here 
on business. Eric Wieder, erstwhile 
treasurer of Greater Union theatres 
of Australia is also looking things 
over in this vicinity. 

Touring ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ which 
stars Vic Oliver, closed so Oliver 
could resume his vaudeville and cab- 
aret dates. Show resumes Feb. 14 
for 15 weeks in London and environs. 
during which Oliver will double 
from the Dorchester cabaret. 


“let 


By Som X. Hurst 


Show would open 














Harold ‘Chick’ 
ninth year as manager at 


Evens started his 
Loew’s. 


ican theatre, planed to New York on 


biz. 

The Ballet Russe will appear for 
three days with St. Louis Symphony 
starting Jan. 6. 

Civic Music League will bring in 

| Cincinnati Symphony for one concert 
|in Municipal auditorium, Tuesday 
| (13). 
Jussi Bicerling, Swedish tenor of 
| Metropolitan Opera Co.. inked for 
| concert in opera house of Muny Aud 
Jan. 10. 

State Senator Lou Menges, who’s 
also a film theatre chain owner, con- 


’ 
| 


operation. 


Mary Mickenhauser, known as 


{Mary Wickes, a member of Orson | annual Christmas picture industry | 


Welles’ Mercury Theatre, visiting 
parents here. ‘ 

Local Labor Stage will give two 
performances of ‘Wild Birds’ in 


| born daughter. 


formerly Euro- | 
pean play-broker, now film makings | 


Sir Seymour Hicks to be this year’s | 
Captain Hook in the ‘Peter Pan’ re- | 


in- 


Properties, | 


John Hoysradt, Cal:gary Bros., and | 


Paul Beisman, manager of Amer- | 


tainment division of the local Pre- 
mier Radio Entertainers, Inc. 

‘A Jewish Wedding,’ first musical 
show of current season and first im- 
poriant Jewish play presented here 


day in Hollywood as guests of Edgar | 1" four years, drew swell attendance. 


Walter Dix, advertising manager 
of Garrick theatre, is godfather of 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Pickens’ newly- 
Pickens is the son 
of W. M. ‘Bill’ Pickens, owner of the 
Garrick. 





Paris 


By Huge Speck 


Mrs. P. G. Wodehouse in. 


Dave Hacker and June Sidel] in| 


town. 


| Revue to go into ABC soon in re- 
| hearsal. 


at Le Paris. 


Jean Rigaud appearing at Boite a 
Sardines night club. 


‘Alerte en Mediteranee,’ doing big 
b.o. at Gaumont-Palace. 


| Tenor Miguel Villabella’s 
| 


house 
robbed while he toured. 

Grace Moore to give recital here 
when she finishes ‘Louise.’ 

Emile Fabre, director of Odeon, 
retiring as dramatic author. 

{ Four French films banned in 
| Switzerland on moral count. 
Mirielle Balin signing to make ‘Le 
| Duel’ with Eric von Stroheim. 

| Josette Dayde, cousin of Charles 
Trenet, elected ‘Miss Youth 1938.’ 
Julien Duvivier, in from south, be- 
| ginning interiors of his ‘La Fin du 
| Jour.” 

| Gertrude Stein has written modern 
‘Faust.’ Lord Berners to compose 
music. ‘ 

| ‘Les Parents Terribles,’ by Jean 
| Cocteau, opened at des Ambassa- 
| deurs. 

Fernand Gravet uncertain whether 
| to make film here before he returns 
| to Hollywood. 

| Ludwig Berger winding up ‘Three 
| Waltzes’ starring Pierre Fresnay and 
Yvonne Printemps. 

‘Ondines,’ new play by Jean Gir- 
| andoux, will next for Louis Jou- 
| vet at the de l’Athenee. 

‘La Route Enchantee’ (‘Enchanted 
Route’), Charles Trenet’s first film. 
| opening at Agriculteurs. 
Adaptation of ‘Le Corsaire,’ play 
by Marce] Archard, is film Charles 
Boyer will make here next year. 

‘Trois Joseph,’ comedy by Jean de 
Letraz, opened at the de Paris, star- 
ring Zita Perze] and Marcel Vallee. 

Gary Cooper, wife and in-laws to 
| Berlin, then Rome. Came back Dec. 

1 for Dec. 3 sailing on Normandie. 
| Pierre Brasseur winding up sce- 
|nario of ‘Folies-Bout-de-Bois,’ which 
|is being produced in Pagnol’s Mar- 
| seilles studios. 

Alfred Rode beginning interiors of 
his ‘Le Danube Blau,’ which he’s 
| making from E. E. Reinert and G. 
Coulier scenario, 

Paul Abram appointed director of 
new 2,800-seater Palais de Chaillot, 
which was built for expo but is first 
opening next season. 

Abel Hermant, of Academy, to aid 
Andre Maurois in writing script of 
‘Entente Cordials,’ which underlines 
Anglo-French relations. 

Pauline Carton appearing in ‘Un 
Mond Fou’ at the deleine, and 
revue, ‘God Save Paris,’ at Bouffes- 
Parisiens, simultaneously. 

Old cinema Edourad VII to reopen 
for legit with ‘Golden Boy,’ adapted 
by Yvan Noe, which will be called 
‘Un Garcon Verni’ in French. 

_Corinne Luchaire will play oppo- 
Site Jean Pierre Aumont in ‘Le 
Deserteur,’ which Leonide Moguy is 
making from Marcel Archard script. 

Minister of Interior Sarraut for- 
_bade newsreelers from filming em- 
| barkation of over 600 prisoners from 
Saint-Martin-de-Re for Devils Island. 

M. Milakowsky, producer of ‘Ulti- 
matum,’ to make film based on Span- 
ish war, tied up with recent Euro- 
pean events. Will be called ‘Non-in- 


tervention.’ 
Chicago 


Lynn Chalmers to St. Paul for the 
| Military Ball. 
| Gene and Glenn on their own, 
| having ducked WLS. 
| Dwight Fiske due back 
Colony Club in January. 
| Allen DeWitt now with the Tiny 
| Hill orchestra as vocalist. 
| Walter Zivi working on a new 
| play to be ready for the spring. 

Rafael, the concertina wielder, in 
from the Coast for date at the Yar 
cafe. 
| Mary Van Cello Taylor, vaude 
too hme prea settling in Hillsboro, 

io. 

It’s said State-Lake’s remodeling 
|'will cost Balaban & Katz around 
| $125,000. 

George M. Cohan the center of 
local testimonial dinners during his 
| stay here. 
| Henry Busse 














in the 


in town for some 


; orchestra. 
| Quota of 20,000 food baskets set for 


| basket party this year. 

| Ada Leonard back to stripping in 
the Rialto atfer a six-month hospital 

| siege following appendicitis wrangle. 


‘60 Glorious Years’ (RKO) opened | 


Lou Irwin had a birthday. 
John King down with flu. 
Bernard Vorhaus to Yosemite. 
Lynn Farnol in from Manhattan. 
Howard Strickling out of hospital. 
Harry Ritz laid up witl neuritis. 
Robert Ripley en route to China. 
Bob Gillham has a sprained ankle. 
Adolphe Menjou laid up with flu. 
Re pase Lovett in from Manhat- 
n. 





Walt Disney's father out of hos- 
| pital. 

| Albert J. Cohen back to work after 
| illness. 

| June Travis visiting home folks in 
| Chicago. 

Fred Meyers 
theatres. 
| Jane Withers opened personal tour 
{in Frisco. 

Allan Kneip changed his name to 
| Roger Kent. 
| “Sam Marx back 
scouting trip. 

Harry Carey battling flu on his 
| Saugus ranch. 
| Joe Brandt recovering from kid- 
(ney operation. 
| John W. Considine, Jr., vacation- 
jing in Seattle. 
| Osa Massen and Allen 
| to wed Dec. 14. 
| James Stewart moved into his new 
' Brentwood home. 

Pat O’Brien hosted Elmer Layden, 
| Notre Dame coach. 

Reginald Gardiner back to work 
| after arm fracture. 

| Hal Roach hunting 
Santa Cruz Island. 

| Oswald Anderson in from London, 
|}en route to Australia. 

| Drew Pearson in from Washing- 

ton to gander studios. 

Harry Long is stage manager for 
Ear! Carroll’s new spot. 
| Charles P. Skouras in from north- 
lern California biz tour. 
| Myron Selznick moved 
|offices in Beverly Hills. 

Norman Reilly Raine hosting Ken- 
neth Littauer of Collier’s. 

John P. Goring here from Pitts- 
burgh to pass the winter. 

Russell Birdwell lectured Adver- 
| Seine club of Long Beach. 
| Jerry Hoffman and Otto Brower 
| had a double birthday party (2). 
Martin Gabel, here from Broad- 
| way, huddling with Clark Andrews. 

Nella Roesti here from Holland, 
pausing on 18 months world concert 
tour. 

George Greb and Ed Johnson in 
ifrom Chicago for personality por- 
traits. . 

Bob Burns became Mayor of 
Canoga Park, 35 miles away from 
Hollywood. 

Warners studio drive for Com- 
munity Chest reached 78% ‘of its 
$55,000 goal. 

Chamber of Commerce historians 
are huntnig the site of the first mo- 
tion picture location in these perts. 
Spot will be immortalized by a 
bronze marker. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


touring California 


from 


literary 


Hersholt 


locations on 


into new 


} 








M-G girls’ bowling team leading 
Park Board league. 

Gambling lid clamped on following 
blast by municipal court judge. 

Rachmaninoff here to play with 
ee Symphony Thursday 

Ray Wylie’s ‘Crazy Auction’ party 
for Twin City Variety club big suc- 
cess. 

Wife of Joe Behan, Warner Bros.’ 
booker, recovering from appendec- 
tomy. 

Wife of Reno Wilk, independent 
film distributor, recovering from op- 
eration. 

20th-Fox salesmen to have two 
weeks’ vacation with pay, staring 
Dec, 17. 

Norma Nelson, Universal cashier, 
discharged from hospital after long 
illness siege. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, off to Los Angeles to attend 
sales’ meeting. 

Harry Nelson, independent ex- 
hibitor, seriously ill at Mayo cl nic, 
| Rochester, Minn. 
| Paramount circuit theatres acver- 
| tising free parcel-checking service as 
| pre-Christmas lure. 
|" ‘Red’ Nichols’ band into Hotel Nic- 
‘olett Minnesota Terrace Jan. 1, fol- 
lowing Joe Reichman. 
| E. T. Westgard, of Warner Bros., 
celebrating birth of his second ch ld 
since he joined company. 
| W. A. Steffes attended H. M. Richey 
and Jack Kirsch testimonial dinnc.s 
in Detroit and Chicago, respectively. 

Tom Mover, Twin City Variety 
| club counsel and civil service com- 





, missioner, passed aw: after long 
, illness. 
| Colleen Moore in Twin Cities 


while her doll house is being ex- — 
,hibited at department store for 
charity. 

' Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz of 


the Gayety (‘stock burlesque), fel- 


' 
| valescing in hospital from abdominal | confabs between road dates with his .lowing termination of first half of 


| season, departed for Mexico to hunt 
| wild game. 

Wife of Fred Holzapfel, independ- 
ent nabe exhibitor, recuperating 


| from operation in hospital room next 
'to Mrs. Joe Behan, Warner bookcr’s 
| frau, recovering from appendectomy. 
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EDNA AUG 

Edna Aug, 60, once a highly suc- 
cessful vaudeville star, died in her 
home in Willow, N. Y., Nov. 30. 
She retired about 15 years ago. 

Born in Cincinnati, Miss Aug 
made her first stage appearance with 
the road company of ‘Rush City’ 
and later came to New York to play 
in ‘A Dangerous Maid.’ She changed 
over to vaudeville, doing a straight 
soubret act, featuring an imitation 
of Anna Held. She payed with fair 
success but did not score strongly 
until 1898, when she went to Lon- 
don to play the halls. There her 
vivacity won her immediate ac- 
claim and she achieved the distinc- 
tion of appearing at ‘command’ per- 
formances before King Edward VII. 

Returning to this country she de- 
veloped an act in which she ap- 
peared as a dialectic scrub woman, 
a:d actually scrubbed the stage on 
her hands.and knees while deliver- 
ing her patter. The act caught on 
strongly, and thereafter she was in 
demand on both sides of the At- 
lantic. She developed the act into 
a line turn, but the addition of the 
other scrubwomen merely served as 
a distraction and she went back to 


She went into retirement in Wil- 
lows, an artists’ colony near Kings- 
ton, N. Y., where she lived alone 
with her three dogs. Booth Tarking- 
ton wrote a play to tempt her from 
retirement, but she refused to con- 
sider it. 





CHESTER M. WALLACE 

Chester M. Wallace, 54, actor, pro- 
ducer and director, for the last 20 
years on the faculty of the Carnegie 
Tech drama school, died in the 
Allegheny General hospital in Pitts- 
burgh last week of peritonitis follow- 
ing an emergency operation for acute 
appendicitis. A graduate of Western 
Reserve University and American 
Academy of. Dramatic Art, Wallace 
toured country from 1908 to 1912 in 
Shakesperian repertory and in 1914 
organized his own company, the 
Chester Wallace Players, which 
played practically every hamlet in 
the cduntry up to the time of the 
World war. 

He joined the Tech drama staff in 
1919 as an assistant instructor and 
became a full professor six years 
later. From 1928 to 1931, he was head 
of the department, succeeding B. 
Iden Payne, now director of the 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at 
Stratford-on-Avon, but eight years 
ago he returned to directing and 
teaching. 

Wallace’s last appearance as an 
actor was made at the Pittsburgh 
Piayhouse four summers ago with 
Judith Anderson in a tryout of 
‘Female of the Species,’ which was 
later done on Broadway as ‘Mimi 
Scheller.. He never married and is 
survived only by a brother and a 
sister, both ef Cleveland. Burial was 
made in that city on Saturday (3). 








WILLIAM F. PETERS 

William Frederick Peters, 67, 
composer and. violinist, died in 
Englewood, N. J., Dec. 1, of heart 
disease. He was the musical di- 
rector for the Maude Adams pro- 
ductions of ‘The Little Minister’ and 
‘L’Aiglon.’ He taught Miss Adams 
to play the violin, 

He wrote the score for ‘The 
Purple Road,’ produced in 1913, and 
in 1922 scored the film production of 
*‘When Knighthood Was in Flower.’ 
He wrote the music for ‘The Mayor 
of Tokio,’ ‘Iole’ and ‘Miss Jack’ and 
composed several songs for ‘The 
Passing Show of 1915.’ 

For 10 years he wrote the scores 
for motion pictures, including ‘Way 
Down East,’ ‘Orphans of the Storm,’ 
‘Little Old New York,’ and ‘Four 
Feathers.’ Recently he turned to 
redio, composing 13 operettas for air 
delivery. His wife and son survive. 





HELEN CARR 

Helen Ryan Crossman Carr, 38, 
estranged wife of Alexander Carr, 
committed suicide by gas poison- 
ing in her New York apartment Dec. 
4. Her husband had been seeking 
her to effect a reconciliation, but his 
first news of her whereabouts came 
when the police called him. Carr 
had been down on his luck for sev- 
eral years, last playing the father 
in ‘Abie’s Irish Rose. He was the 
original Potash in ‘Potash and Perl- 
mutter,’ and before that had been a 
pronounced vaudeville favorite in 
‘The End of the World.’ He recently 
has been trying for a comeback as 
a nite club entertainer. 

Mrs. Carr, a former Ziegfeld 
chorus girl, had had several rifts 


OBITUARIES 


and reconciliations with her husband 
previously and once before had at- 
tempted suicide. 





ROBERT M. McGURK 

Robert M. McGurk, 90, pioneer 
minstrel performer, died at his home 
in Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 3. For 
many years he had played as a min- 
strel with Primrose & West and 
others. 

After quitting the road late in the 
80's, he was stage manager of the 
old Weiting Opera house here, that 
was the proving ground for almost 
every major New York hit. For the 
past 30 years he was employed by 
J. R. Clancy, manufacturer of stage 
equipment in Syracuse. 





RUBY MAJOR (HESS) 

Mrs. Ruby Major (Hess), 36, died 
at the Will Rogers Memorial hospital, 
Saranac Lake, Nov. 25. Approxi- 
mately a year ago her health became 
underminded when she came to the 
Rogers for treatment. In vaudeville 
she was known as one of the Major 
Sisters a musical act, she also had a 
career in concert as a solo piano 
player, she received her education at 
the Eastman School of Music 
nr, a Fi ee ene 

Surviving are her husband Otto, 
son, daughter and three sisters. Inter- 
ment Springfield, Mass. 





EDWARD LEROY RICE 

Edward LeRoy Rice, 67, author of 
several books on the stage, chiefly 
minstrelsy, died in New York Dec. I, 
one day after his 39th wedding an- 
niversary. He was the son of the 
late William Henry Rice, well known 
on the stage for half a century. 

Among his works were ‘Monarchs 
of Minstrelsy’, ‘1000 Men of Min- 
strelsy and 1 Woman’, ‘Anecdotes of 
Actors’ and ‘Looking Backward With 
Stars of Radio, Stage and Screen’. 

He is survived by his widow and 
daughter. 





CARROLL SULLIVAN 

Carroll Sullivan, 42, b.o. treasurer 
of the Plymouth, Boston, for sev- 
eral years, and a veteran treasurer 
of Hub legit houses, took his own 
life by shooting in the men’s lounge 
of the Plymouth, Nov. 30. 

Sullivan had entered the Ply- 
mouth, currently dark, early in the 
morning, without knowledge of the 


body after the suicide. He had left 
a note to his sister and an under- 
taker. He was a bachelor. 





JAMES P. DELANEY 

James P. Delaney, connected with 
the motion picture industry in 
Hollywood during the early days, 
died suddenly at his home in North 
Hoosick, N. Y., Dec. 2, after a two- 
days’ illness. 

Delaney, who as a youth went 
from Hoosick to Hollywood, re- 
turned east about 20 years ago to 
become an executive of the New 
York Edison Company. He resigned 
in 1930. A brother and three sis- 
ters survive. 





MORRIS GALBEN 
Morris Galben, 40. secretary-treas- 


nard and other orchestras. 


tors, and sec-trez for four years. 
A bachelor, 

mother, two 

brothers, 


sisters and 





MURRAY MELTON 


York. 


survive. 





EDWARD T. HOLWAY 


Corp., died at his home in Pelham 
Dec. 1. 


gust. 
Trans-Lux for the past 20 years. 


daughter. 





PETER RIDGEWAY 
Peter Ridgeway, actor-manager 


after a lingering illness, aged 44. 
Originally intended for 





night watchman, who discovered his, 


urer of the Boston Benevolent Mu- 
sicians’ Protective Association, Lo- 
cal 9, AFM, died at Boston, Nov. 17. 
Was a pianist, and has _ business- 
managed Leo Reisman, Jacques Re- 
A mem- 
ber of the BMPA Board of Direc- 


survived by his 
two 


Murray Meltzer, 30, professionally 
Murray Melton, member of vaude- 
ville team of Beck, Melton and Beck, 
died Dec. 3 in Bellevue hospital, New - 


Meltzer was a brother of Lewis 
Meltzer, playwright and film writer, 
and the son of Isadore Meltzer, 
comedian of the Jewish theatre. His 
widow and a 16-week-old daughter 


Edward Taylor Holway, 76, sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Trans-Lux 


He had been ill since Au- 
He had been associated with 


Survived by his widow, a son and 


the 


church, he turned towards the stage 
and for seven years toured with 
' Sybil Thorndike’s company. He la- 
ter founded the Little Players’ the- 
atre in Covent Garden. 

Survived by widow and two chil- 
dren. 





HARRY LELAND 


Harry J. Leland, 61, stage actor 
and director, died Nov. 28 in Los 
Angeles after a two-year illness. 

Years ago Leland appeared with 
May Irwin, Frank Keenan and Rob- 
ert Edson. Later he was a member 
of the Majestic stock company and 
director of the Wilkes theatre in 
L. ‘A. 





JOSEPH BAILEY CROCKETT 


Joseph Bailey Crockett, 74, for 
some years owner and operator of a 
chain of moving picture houses in 
eastern Virginia, died at his home 
in Norfolk following paralytic stroke 
Dec. 2. He was ill only three days. 
Retired from shew business a few 
years ago. 

Mr. Crockett has one son in the- 
atre field now, W. F. of Virginia 
Beach, Va., owner of the Bayne. 





VICTOR D. GETTYS 


Victor D. Gettys, 39, radio expert, 
died recently in a hospital in 
Youngstown, O., from pneumonia. 
He went to Youngstown in 1926, his 
first work being with station WKBN 
there. . In 1930 he installed the po- 
lice radio station WPDG there, and 
was chief engineer of that station 
at the time of his death. Services 
and burial were in Youngstown. 





ALMA DICKSON 


Alma Dickson, 38, of New York 
City, an actress assigned to the 
Hartford Federal Theatre Project, 
died Nov. 27 of a heart attack. 

She had been rehearsing the lead- 
ing singing role of ‘Lysistrata,’ forth- 
coming production of the local unit. 
Joined the company two months ago. 
Survived by a brother. 





WILLIAM H. PRISK 
William H. Prisk, 71, clarinetist in 
the old Poli orchestra and in the 
employ of the Poli chain for 30 


—————=2 





News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Vantety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 








East 


Famous Martin's restaurant, W. 
57th street, indicted by grand jury 
for refilling Scotch whiskey bottles. 

Dorothy Vernon, actress, turns 
casting agent. Last played in ‘Red, 
Hot and Blue.’ 


Winter Garden box office to open 





| Sundays from 1 to 9 p.m. to sell tick- 


ets for ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 
show. 


Ruth St. Denis reported to the po- 
lice loss of a set of accessories used 
in an Egyptian dance. Taken from 
her apartment while she was visit- 
ing friends last week. 


Johnny Jones, former vaudeville 
hoofer, made the non-stop from Los 
Angeles to Roosevelt field: last. week 
in- 30 hours, 40° minutes.. Said to be 
the lightest plane ever to make the 
non-stop hop. 

Katharine Cornell awarded the 
D’Orsay Decoration. Annual inter- 
national award for the best dressed 
player. Gertrude Lawrence took it 
last year. 


The kantele, little known Finnish 
instrument, and one of the oldest 
music-making devices, featured at.a 
concert dt Carnegie Hall last Satur- 
day. Played by Aapo Simila, who is 
trying to popularize the device. 

Rose Bampton, pinch hitting for 
Rosa Ponselle at the Town Hall last 
Wednesday, also forced to quit after 
the first half of the program, due to 
throat trouble. Audience given rain 
checks. 

Emanuel Feuermann, exiled Ger- 
man musician, took out first citizen- 
ship papers in N.Y. last week. His 
wife also took out papers. 

Greenwich Village formed a civic 
committee last week to spruce up the 


No Sunday 


section for the World’s Fair. To 
make is ‘alluringly attractive.’ 
Lighthouse ~. Players, blind- act- 


resses, to present ‘A Lady of Letters’ 
at the Little Theatre of the Light- 
house next week. 

Deer hunting starts around Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., with 3,000 hunters 
and about 800 bucks. 

Maurice Schwartz’s production of 





years, died in Worcester, Mass., 
Dec. 1 
He was a native of Illinois. Be- 


fore settling down, he played with 
circus bands. . His widow, two sons, | 
and a daughter, survive. 





WILLIAM J. CACACE 

William J. Cacace age 26 died at 
the Will Rogers Memorial, Saranac 
Lake, Nov. 30. 

A native of Brooklyn he went to 
Saranac Lake seven months ago. He 
was a former stage mechanic and 
property-man. Survivors are his wife 
and father and mother. 

Interment Brooklyn. 








EDWARD BUCEY 


Edward Bucey, 53, stage manager 
of RKO and Keith houses in Cleve- 
land, O., for 24 years, died Nov. 30 
at his home in Richfield, O., where 
he was buried. 

He supervised back-stage at RKO 
Palace in Cleveland since it was 
built. Widow survives him. 





CHARLES E. BLOOMER 

Charles E. Bloomer, 73, for 50 
years an actor, died at his home 
in Baldwin, L. I., Nov. 30. He had 
played in practically everything 
from ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ to ‘The 
Show Off.’ 

His widow survives. 





PHILIP. H. GOLDBERG 


Philip H. Goldberg, 64, dance in- 
structor, died Nov. 28 in Los An- 
geles of a heart attack. 

For 30 years he conducted the 
Goldberg-Bosley dancing academy 
there. 





Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Gibbs, 84, 
mother of George Gibbs, prexy of 
the Boston Benevolent Musicians’ 
Protective Association, Local 9 
AFM, died in Boston, Nov. 17. 





Brother (non-pro) of Benny 
Fields, died in Chicago Nov. 26. 
Fields fiew out from New York, 
losing two performances at the Casa 
Manana. 





Mrs, Arthur Ofe, wife of assistant 
manager of Capitol, Sioux City, Ia., 
in Sioux City after a brief illness. 
Husband and two small children sur- 
vive. 





,| Mrs. Mae Cottrell, mother of Harry 
died at his London home, Nov. 23, 


C. Cottrell, head: of. still photo de- 
partment -at Paramount, died Nov. 
30 in Glendale, Calif. 











‘Three Cities’ in its final three 
weeks. 

Union Pacific will run a Christmas 
special from Chicago to Sun Valley, 
leaving there Dec. 18. Through 
sleeper service from N.Y. 

Joun Krimsky and Frank Gillmore 
speakers at the tea of the Drama 
League last Sunday. 

Guardians of the Dione quints nix 

the offer of the World’s Fair. But 
meantime, it gave the fair pages of 
publicity. 
_ George Blumenthal to handle 
‘Snow White’ at the Lyceum Christ- 
mas week. Presented by Eva Leoni, 
who is using the Winthrop Ames 
version, done a number of years 
ago. 

John Beals and Helen Craig, of 
‘Soliloquy,’ spoke on ‘The School 
and the Theatre’ at the Guild thea- 
tre last Friday. Auditors were 650 
students from various schools in N. 
Y. and nearéy state cafes. 

Florida has 8,079 for the enter- 
tainment of winter visitors, accord- 
ing to Hotel Commission. 

McAlpin hotel, N. Y., crippled for 
about an hour last Thursday by 
service strike. 

Juilliard School to stage four 
performances of “The Marriage of 
Figaro,’ starting Dec. 14. To be 
given at the school. 

Yale Puppeteers gave a show at 
Columbia U Saturday. 

Quebec cuts wine prices 10 to 20%. 
Will probably un spirits as much as 
30c. a bottle. Effort to cut down 
the use of spirits. 

Rose McClendon Players, Negro 
little theatre group, did ‘Goodbye 
aad Friday and Saturday at P. S. 


Jitney Players back east after a 
23-state tour. Covered more than 
10,000 miles by auto. Ethel Barry- 
more Colt heads. 

John Barbirolli, of N. Y. Symp, 
and Gus Wade, Carnegie Hall door- 
man, had a joint birthday last week, 
with 122 candles on the cake. Wade 
accounted for 83 of them. 
| Gladys Swarthhout due home Dec. 
15. Has been on concert tour. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke tells Buf- 
falo reporter that American plays 
and English actors are best. Says 
that’s because English players excel 
in plays of character, such as are 
now current. 

_Chinese actors and musicians ar- 
rive in N. Y. to present ‘A Night in 
Cathay,” propaganda drama, pro- 
ceeds of which will go to war vic- 
tims. Will try a Sunday nite first. 
If that clicks, a regular run. 

_ Federal Theatre Project’s ‘Nativ- 
ity’ players will give five perform- 
ances daily of. Christmas carols. 
Start Dec. 19. Churches and street 
corners. 

Cabaret TAC to give Monday 
shows at Manhattan opera house in 
addition to Sunday show at Ameri- 
can Music Hall. To start 11:45 p.m. 





and include dancing. 


' Met Opera Guile to witness a re- 














hearsal of ‘Falstaff’ Dec. 12. Part of 
the payoff for their efforts. 

Irish Repertory Players rehears- 
ing Shaw’s ‘Widowers’ Houses’ as its 
first production. 

Dorothy Parker threw a cocktail 
party for Spanish beneficiaries at the 
Coq Rouge yesterday (Tuesday) 
afternoon. 

Mayor LaGuardia bought a box 
for the 4th annual show of the N. Y. 
Newspaper Guild. 

Montrose, N. Y., fire dept. unveils 
a tablet to Lincoln A. Wagenhals, 
play producer. He was a member 
of the department in 1920 and pre- 
sented a modern engine for their 
use. 

David Sarnoff to receive the 1938 
gold medal of achievement from the 
Poor Richard ciub of Phiia. To get 
it Jan. 17. 





Coast 


Arrowhead Spring Hotel Corp., 
owned by film people, announced a 
plan to rebuild at a cost of $1,000,- 
000. Old tayout was destroyed by 
forest fires. 

Eddie Peabody, banjo player, was 
sued for divorce in L.A. on cruelty 
charges. Property settlement was 
arranged out of court. si 

Julie Keller, harpist, filed suit for 
divorce in L.A. against E. Emmet 
Flood. 

Dave Gould, studio dance director, 
was ordered to pay damages of $1,250 
to landlord, who charged Gould did 
not take prover care of the home 
he rented in Westwood. 

Jack Doyle, pugilistic tenor from 
Ireland, was ordered to leave the 
country by Dec. 13 or be deported. 
He was charged with entering the 
U.S. illegally from Canada, Deporta- 

(Continned on page 55) 


MARRIAGES 

Carmen Lewis to Jack Gould in 
New York, Nov. 25. Bride was for- 
merly with the Dwight Deere Wiman 
office; he’s on the dramatic staff of 
the New York Times. 

Janet Potter to Jackson S. Hur- 
ford, in Detroit, Nov. 20. Bride is 
hoofer at Fox theatre, Detroit; he’s 
assistant manager and production 
chief at same spot. 

Mary Elizabeth (Polly) Rowles to 
Frank. Snyder, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 
Bride is former screen and legit 
player. 

Joan Marsh to Charles S. Belden, 
in Beverly Hills, Dec. 2. Bride is a 
firm player; he’s a screen writer. 

Teresa Marasca to Nick Mamula, 
in New York, Dec. 3. Groom is with 
Paramount's home office publicity 
department; bride, non-pro. 

Dorothy Drew, radio actress, to 
Walter Carruthers, radio technician, 
Nov. 25, in Beverly Hills. 

Agnes Kleeman to Larry Chatter- 
ton, radio announcer, Nov. 5, in 
Riverside, Calif. 

Elsa Easterly to Gordon Anderson 
in Omaha recently. He’s sound en- 
gineer for Tri-States Theatres in 
Omaha. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Neil Rau, daughter, 
in Hollywood, Nov. 28. Father is on 
Jimmie Fidler’s staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Horman, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Father is screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Parker, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Nov. 30 
Father is radio continuity editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe DeMann, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. Father’s with 
WB projection department in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Lane, 
twin boys, in Englewood, N. J., Nov. 
17. Father formerly legit juve, now 
with Hitz Hotel organization. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Cowper, a son, 
Thursday (24) at Hartford. Father 
is continuity writer at WTIC. 

Mr. and Mrs. George B. Seitz, Jr., 
son, Dec. 4, in Los Angeles. Father 
is son of Metro director. Mother is 
daughter of Lucien Hubbard, Metro 
producer. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Brieglieb, ~ 


son, Dec. 3, Los Angeles. Father in 
Metro production department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jose Rodriguez, son, 
Dec. 4, Hollywood. Father is KFI 
educational director, 

Mr. and Mrs, Martin Schiff, son, 
in New York, Dec. 1. Father is with 
foreign department of Warner Bros. 
home office. 

Mr. and Mrs, Keith Wilson, daugh- 
ter, Omaha, Dec. 2. Father is film 
critic for Omaha World-Herald. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dixie Karlstein, 
daughter, Dec. 5., Los Angeles. 


Father is assistant director at. Uni- 
versal; mother the adopted daughter 
of Alexander Pantages. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Barton and Miss Dere 

Babylon, L. I. 

Editor, VARIETY: 
your reporter phoned my wife 
about a suit of Miss (Ann) Dere’s. 
This suit was @ surprise to me as 
much as to our managers and own- 
ers. Miss Dere had been ill—she and 
per brother were in an auto acci- 
dent—and Miss Dere reported to the 
theatre covered in bandages and 
stitches in her face. I came to the 
theatre early and changed the play 
all around and tried to help Miss 
Dere go through her scenes as best I 
could.. And when she was well I 
asked the stage manager to have the 
things put back as they were before, 
put Miss Dere refused. A doctor had 
to be called, and Miss Dere rushed 
in and. gave her notice in the after- 

noon—Saturday. 

Miss. Wycherly was not called till 
Saturday night, late. Miss Wycherly 
was called from her dinner when 
Miss Dere informed the manager to 
get someone else to play the part. 
This can be checked with our stage 
manager, a deputy of Equity, Mr. 
Oshrin, our owner, and Philip Adler, 
our manager. 

I did not ask anyone to give Miss 
Dere a notice. It wasn’t necessary, 
since she had given one herself. 1) 
am sure my being in show business 
since I was four years old serves in 
my being able to read a line cor- 
rectly and in not wishing another to 
do so, either. As far as Miss Dere 
being in or out of the show, one way 
or another, has no bearing on me. 
I've played the part too long now to 
get temperamental at this stage. And 
in fairness to the management and 
myself, I wish it understood I had 
nothing whatsoever to do with Miss 
Dere’s notice. 

I know your paper always checks 
before printing, in order to be fair. 
Therefore I am so sorry I was not at 
home for your phone call. 

James Barton. 
Actor’s Kitchen Explains 
New York. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

My attention was called to the 
clipping enclosed which appeared in 
a recent issue of your publication. 

May I state I do not know the 
source of the information which you 
gave in that news item. In regard to 
this matter I will state that Mr. Wal- 
ter Braun has never been connected 
in any official or semi-official capa- 
city with the Actors’ Kitchen and 
Lounge of this church, or with any 
other department of the church. 

Mr. Braun came to our Actors’ 
Kitchen for dinner now and then, 
like any other actor. He used a re- 
hearsal hall in the church building 
for some two weeks’ period, which 
permission was discontinued. 


lar comedy club jugglers were: Sam 
Altus, Tom Breen, McBanns, Eddie 
Gray, Joe Cook, Ling & Lang, etc. 
Space does not permit me to name 
more, 

However, when at the end of his 
letter K. starts to brag about his 
salary, he becomes just a bit too 
‘sorry for me. If he gets all he says 
and keeps it I can only wish him 
good luck. Personally I am very sat- 
isfied and extremely grateful for my 
salary received both in Europe and 
in America for the past 35 years. 
Oh yes, the apple trick was taken 
from Adam and Eve, 

Referring to your caption in 
the Nov. 2 issue, Aldrich became 
famous for his quick changes; his 
juggling was secondary. Harrigan 
depended on talking and used only 
cigarboxes and a lamp, and Sato had 
a lot of props—garden fences. W. C. 
Fields was the big sensation—pooi- 





table, and with-his three balls he 
made such a hit that in London, 


rubberball. The acrobats snatched 
‘em up to become jugglers. 
“t Bob Du Pont. 





Lambeth Goes Rio 
Rio de Janeiro. 
Editor, VARIFTY: 

Glover and LaMaé, originators of 
the ‘champagne hour’ idea, have intro- 
duced the Lambeth Walk here at the 
Copacabana Casino. Have the whole 
show demonstrate it as a finale, and 
then we pull the customers out and 
they all respond. It is an unusual 
procedure for this swanky spot. 

They call it the Lambetty Walk in 
Rio. Walter LaMe. 





Back on Broadway 
New York. 
Editor, VARieTy: 

Having just returned from the 
Coast, Rudy Vallee is a big hit at the 
Coconut Grove, and Joe Bigelow is 
darker than ever. ‘Where To?’, the 
taxicab number that we happened to 
write with Vallee, is swell. Vaude- 
ville cavalcade, “I'wo-a-Day,’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse, is delightful, 
with Anna Chandler a big hit and 
her ex-piano player, Sidney Lan- 
field, a big director. 

When returned to New York we 
saw ‘Soliloquy,’ which they should 
send back to Shakespeare. . . ‘Lorelei,’ 
which they should send back to) 
Cain’s...A swell show, ‘The Boys 
from Syracuse,’ which a lot of peo- 
ple think are the Shuberts (get it?)— 
Shuberts were born there. Rodgers 
and Hart were born in the Bronx. 

If shows keep opening as fast as 
they are, New York will gradually 
turn into a one-night stand, and if a 
play opens Tuesday, they may ad- 
vertise ‘Last Matinee Wednesday.’ 

Jack Osterman. 





In view of the wrong inference 
which was made in your news item, | 
identifying Mr. Braun with the ac- | 
tivities of a department of this | 
church, and in the light of my above 
statements, I would appreciate hav- 
lh a correction printed in another 





(Rev.) C. Everett Wagner 





More Jugglery Background 
London. 
Editor, Variety: 
My letter in your Nov. 2 issue 
brought forth such accusations from 
Stan Kavanagh, I trust you will also 
Print my side of the story. 
. The first time this man came to 
my notice was when I read in 
Variety: ‘This week W. C. Fields 
Plays in Loew's State, but he is 
billed under the name of Kavanagh.’ 
T looked at him and saw a clever 
er, but nothing original. His 
© chief gags were Medal-on-the- 
Chest,’ which was taken from Ed La 
e, and ‘Looking at the Watch’ 
®2g, which belongs to Joe Jackson. 
=. least that’s where I got it 25 years 














_ When Ww. c. Fields, the original 
Comedy juggler, made a world-wide 
hit, it was the beginning of hun- 
ds of comedy jugglers. The most 
Successful was Rebla. He became 
Notable for that jerky and abrupt 
Style of juggling three balls, Rich 
yes, who worked for Rebla, jug- 
in the same manner, and now, 
years later comes the self-styled 
originator, S. K. All his ball bounc- 
routines were first done in 1900 
Robertus & Wilfreds. His re- 
ing of the balls, caused by the 
reverse English spin, was originated 
_%y Alexander & Evelyn. The first 
Comedy club juggler doing K.’s last 
k of spreading the clubs apart 
Was Selbo, a British juggler. The 
r also was the first to wipe his 
ROse with a club, K’s sliding tricks 
Were first done by Morris Cronin. 
; King up clubs with both feet be- 
ngs to George Swift. Other simi- 





House Reviews 











Nixon’s Grand, Philly 


(Continued from page 45) 


steps. Gives him a chance to show 
his stuff, makes a colorful splash, 
and offers comic touch as femmes 
attempt to follow him. Appears in 
several later numbers, best of which 
is a ‘Sidewalks of New York’ affair 
with Willie Bryant. 

Bryant has nice personality. Skit, 
however, in which he plays poker 
with George Williams and Jimmy 
Baskette is far too drawn out. Ford, 
Marshali and Jones are a comic act 
which consists mainly of making 
noise. Their challenge terping is a 
little better. Desoree Alexander 
warbles while the line hoofs. Okay, 
although she lacks any particular 
distinction, 

Jack Carter’s band, with Carter 
himself piled amid his drums high 
above the rest of the crew, is more 
| or less the usual swing outfit, always 
a pretty good draw for the Grand 








trade. Radio Aces again click in 
their standard routine of s y 
for its 


| mimicry, marked not eg 
| carbon-like imitations, but for 
| lines. 

| House, heretofore, has been inter- 
| mittently dark for five years. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


clever 





San Francisco, Dec. 1. 
| Jay Brower’s Orch, Ciiff Edwards, 
| Bob Hall, Six English Macks, Fayne 
& Foster, Page & Malone, house line; 
‘Service de Duxe (U). 





Although Cliff Edwards is given 
the headline spot here, the standout 
is Bob Hall, extemporaneous rhymer 
who has been in vaude for 25 years. 

Edwards, with his _ inevitable 


Paris or Berlin you could not buy a | 





ukelele, gives a walk-on perform- 
,ance, making little attempt to dis- | 
inlay any of his personality as seen | 


‘on the screen. 
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the snappy new tune, ‘J rs 
Creepers,’ another newie, ‘Old Folks,’ 
and _ a cavalcade of melodies from 
his Broadway shows and films, are 
good, especially ‘Jeepers Creepers.’ 
His stories, however, evoke only 
mild response. 

Hall, whose stock in trade is his 
amazing ability to put any subject 
into rhyme on the‘spur of the mo- 
ment, offers an entertaining line of 
‘asad in verse, concluding with a 
engthy riyme incorporating topics 
suggested by the audience. 

ix English Macks furnish some 
skilfull acrobatic work, mostly via 
a teeter-board. Generally classy, 
the act needs, some more practicing 
On several stunts which didn’t work 
out as anticipated. 

Page and Malone, combination toe 
and tap dance team, registered nice- 
ly. Openers on the bill are Fayne 
and Foster, who wangle tunes out 
of wine glasses and cow bells. Bill 
Bullard, pianist with Jay Brower’s 
band, plays the difficult ‘Hungarian 
Rhapsody.’ The Peggy O'Neill 
Glorified Beauties, house line, offer 
two routines, one a nautical number 
and another a fan dance. Neither 
up to the usual standard, the finale 
being on the weak side. Milt. 





Bar Columnist 











(Continued from page 1) 


it’s understood the Wiman office had 
explained the situation to him with 
the request that he pass up the 
event. Reported that Shubert was 
so'steamed that he threatened to tear 
up the contract for the house if 
Lyons was allowed to see the show. 
He’s also said to have threatened that 
if the columnist attempted to attend 
he would be barred at the door. 

Last ban of a newspaperman by 
the Shuberts occurred when Walter 
Winchell was ruled out several sea- 
sons ago. Once he was able to get 
backstage disguised with whiskers, 
however, then reaching the front of 
the house. 

John Mason Brown is the Post 
critic but Lyons, as are several 
other columnists, generally go on the 
first night. Stated that Lyons has 
been taking pot shots at the Shu- 
berts for the past year or two. Some 
months ago the showmen ordered 
the theatre ads out of the Post but 
they reappeared after producers 
with shows in their houses objected 
to being drawn into the quarrel, 





Riefenstahl 
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films which runs nearly 20 reels. 
Aside from the fact that all look 
askance on the box office potenti- 
alities of the subject, the manner in 
which the American newsreels were 
taken over the bumps at the Berlin 
Olympics also is an unfavorable 
factor. 

Representatives of U. S. newsreels, 
trying to cover the Olympics in Ger- 
many two years ago, were forced to 
signature pacts limiting the amount 
of footage and guaranteeing dupli- 
cate material of every shot made for 
the German film syndicate. News- 
reels in New York were inclined to 
believe that some of their material 
doubtlessly is in this elaborate Ger- 
man feature. 

The Nazi Olympic picture record 
is regarded as a well edited and 
fairly comprehensive subject by 
those who have viewed it but indus- 
try chieftains fail to see what place 
it has in the American scene at the 
present time. 


Gargantua to Londen 


New Orleans, Dec. 6. 

Gargantua, 450-pound Ringling 
Brothers gorilla, arrived here from 
circus winter quarters in Sarasota, 
Fla., with his trainer, Richard 
Kroner, and was loaded aboard S.S. 
Masenden, which headed for Eng- 
land, where monster Simian will 
make six-week appearance with a 
circus. 

John Ringling North, executive 
head of RB & BB Circus, announced 
last week in Sarasota that he would 
leave later for London and _ the 
Bertram Mills Olympia _ Circus, 
which will exhibit Gargantua. 


ANDRE LASKY TO MEX CITY 
Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Andre Lasky, vaude producer for 

years, has gone to Mexico City, 

where he’s setting up a vaude book- 











_ing office. 


Will also operate a nitery. 





Gai Moran, Pit‘sburgh swing song- 
stress, has left for Texas to join 
Jimmy Joy’s band as a featured 


His songs, including | vocalist. 
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AFA Campaign to 





Get Carney 





Employees Enrolled Gains Momentum 





SHARES RAP WITH COPS 


Concession Manager Gets Jail Term 
in Buffaie Gambling Scandal 








Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
James P. Sullivan of Toronto, 
manager of the carnival concessions 
during the 1937 Veterans of Foreign 
Wars national convention here, was 
this week sentenced to five months in 


the Erie County Penitentiary on a 
plea of guilty to a charge of con- 
spiracy in connection with the Cen- 
tennial Park gambling scandal. 

Four members of the Buffalo 
police force were convicted on 
| Similar charges last month arising 
out of the Convention. Rubin & 
,Cherry shows operated the carnival 
| concessions, 


WHITEHEAD TO CONFER 
ON RINGLING PACT ROW 


Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 
Actors, trains to New York this week 
from Los Angeles. 


On arrival, Whitehead is expected 
to confer with the North and Ring- 
ling family on possible settlement of 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus 
differences with the union. If mat- 
ter can be amicably settled it’s likely 
the AFA breach of contract suit 
pending against the circus will be 
dropped. John Ringling North sails 
for Europe Dec. 16 and has requested 
that talks take place before his de- 
parture. 


Pa. Pinballers’ Plea 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
Plans will be made tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at a board meeting of 
the Amusement Machine Operators 
Assn. of Pennsylvania for distribu- 


tion of petition blanks to operators 
and location owners for purpose of 
securing 50,000 signatures to be pre- 
sented at the next session of the 
Legislature. Petitions will ask pass- 
age of bills legalizing passing out of 
prizes and reduction of taxes affect- 
ing the pinball industry. 

Another step to be taken will be 
formation of local units of the 
AMOA in various towns throughout 
the State. They will cooperate 
with the parent body and deal with 
situations which the statewide group 
cannot handle. Such groups have 
already been formed in Reading, 
Pittsburgh, Scranton, Allentown and 
Philly. 


News of Dailies 
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tion order was outcome of a hearing 
by the Department of Immigration 
in Los Angeles. 

Oliver Morosco, theatrical pro- 
ducer, settled $50,000 damage suit 
out of court in L.A. He had sued a 
building contractor for damages in- 


actress, was sued for $15,000 in L.A. 
by her former attorney, Percy M. 
Bokofsky, who élaims she owes him 
that amount for legal services. 


Dorothy Sebastian, film actress, 
was fined $75 and placed on proba- 
tion for two years, following her 
conviction on a traffic violation in 
Beverly Hills. 





Fight over the estate of Richard | 


Boleslavsky, film director, between 
his widow and his divorced wife 
was settled out of court in L. 
| Suit was started by Natasha Bole- 
slavsky, who claimed the director 
promised to pay her $85 a week for 
| life when they were divorced in 1929. 

Lora Sonderson, f mer Follies 
girl, was denied an annulment of her 
marriage to Joseph C. Gannon in 
L. A. Court tossed out plea that her 
husband had deceived her with tales 
of wealth. 

Rudy Vallee won a newspaper de- 
cision over a heckler in Cocoanut 
Grove, L. A., where he is playing. 

Roan Rexford, screen actress, was 
awarded a divorce from Joe L. Lu- 
bowski, musician, in L. A. 

Alienation suit for $225,000 was 
i filed in L. A. by Maurine, husband 
dancing partner of 
st Jack Greenhouse, insurance 





and 
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curred in an automobile crash in, 
Hollywood last February. 
Hala Linda, stage and_ screen 


A. | 


Norva, | 





Chicago, Dec. 6. 
American Federation of Actors 
proved to be the outstanding point 
of interest among carnival owners 
and fair secretaries at the outdoors 
convention here last week. Pro and 
con arguments reverberated through 
the lobby and corridors of the Sher- 
man hotel as those who had signa- 
tured AFA agreements wrangled 
| with those carney owners who have 

| decided to go on a holdout strike. 
Some 30 carnivals, including such 
outfits as the Hennies Bros., Capt. 
Sheesley and the Strates Bros. have 
nixed the AFA agreement deal at 
this time, though negotiations are 


still continuing on a possible settle- 
ment of the tiff. Meanwhile most of 
the largest and most imposing car- 
nivals have already monikered the 
AFA agreement 100% and without 
reservations. They include such top 
outfits at Johnny J. Jones, Royal 
American, Beckmann & Gerety, 
Rubin Gruberg, Max Gruberg, Max 
Linderman. 


LABOR TIFF OUSTS 
INT. FAIR SEC. IN CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 


Upheaval in the ranks of the Inter- 
national Fairs and Expositions at the 
convention here last week saw the 
ousting of Ralph Hemphill of Okla- 
homa City from the post of secre- 
tary-treasurer, a position Hemphill 
had held for 25 years. He has been 
replaced by Frank Kingman of 
Brockton, Mass. 

Hemphill was voted out of office 
due to the battle of unionization 
which was the key factor in all dis- 
cussions at the convention just 
closed. Hemphill, along with Ralph 
Ammon of Milwaukee, took a stand 
as opposed to the unionization of 
carnivals and the outdoors business; 
while the general membership be- 
lieved that the carnivals should not 
bring their organizational and strictly 
individual labor troubles into the 
fair pictures or try to dump their 
labor arguments into the laps of the 
fair secretaries. General body of 
secretaries in attendance expressed 
the belief that the carnival should 
clean their own skirts before trying 
to negotiate with the fairs for dates 
or bookings and that the fairs them- 
selves could not permit themselves 
to become embroiled over labor mat- 
ters with interstate organizations. 

Fair secretaries generally felt that 
since the very existence of their fairs 
and expositions depended on the 
public through state appropriations, 
that the fairs must then merely see 
to it that the people who work for 
them are hired and work under 
proper conditions. Those fair secre- 
taries who came out strongly in 
favor of seeing that the carnivals 
organize under proper labor con- 
ditions were Sid Johns of Saskatoon, 
L. B. Herring of Beaumond and 
Charles Green of Sedalia, all ardently 
pro-union. 


Gambling Drive Ousts Chief 


Norfolk, Va., Dee. 6. 


Mincing no words in his resigna- 
| tion as chief of police of Virginia 
' Beach, Virginia swank resort, H. L, 
|McClanan on Nov. 30 said ‘open 
| gambling was known to almost all of 
| the residents who regarded the con- 
| dition as beneficial to the resort.’ 

Chief McClanan quit as the grand 
jury of Princess Anne County (Va.) 
was preparing to hear his answer 
and that of Mayor Roy Smith to 
|charges calling upon them to show 
|cause why they should not be re- 
/moved from office. As result of the 
resignation the jury dropped its in- 
| vestigation against him and the 
| mayor. 
Investigation of the gambling con- 
| ditions at the beach reached public 
;eye and print when three parsons 
| stationed at churches in the area 
| wrote to Governor Jz-mes H. Price 
asking for an appointmct to ‘tell 
‘all.” As the date was being con- 
sidered for such a confab the Pvin- 
'cess Anne Circuit court took up the 
matter. 

McClanan has taken a p)dsition 
with the fire department. 
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Only NBC Blue Offers All These! 
































*To provide a wider opportunity for adver- 


tisers who want national coverage, the NBC 








Blue has set up an economy discount sched- 


| NBC 
ule. You can now buy the splendid Basic Blue 


Network plus valuable supplementaries, at 


rates that permit coast-to-coast coverage for NETWORK 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING 
very little more than the cost of the Basic COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 

















alone. Our nearest NBC office will be glad to 


give you the whole story. Better Buy Blue! ae 
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